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Page 01:GS 2 : International Relations 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently met Chinese President Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit in Tianjin. Both leaders underlined the importance of peace and tranquillity 

along the India–China border for the overall development of bilateral relations. The meeting comes at a time when 

both nations are facing challenges from global economic instability and protectionist trade policies of the U.S. 

 

Main Analysis 

1. Border Dispute and the Need for Peace 

o Both sides expressed satisfaction with the recent disengagement and maintenance of peace along the 

Line of Actual Control (LAC). 

o They emphasized that the boundary issue should not define the overall relationship. 

o A fair, reasonable, and mutually acceptable solution was reaffirmed. 

2. Bilateral Economic Cooperation 

o Discussions were held on reducing trade deficit, facilitating investments, and strengthening trade ties. 

o Both leaders recognized their economies’ role in stabilizing global trade amid the U.S.–China tariff 

wars. 

o Agreement to push for fair trade and multilateralism in platforms like SCO and BRICS. 

3. People-to-People Connectivity 

o Resumption of Kailash Mansarovar Yatra, new flight links, and visa facilitation were highlighted as 

steps to enhance cultural and people-to-people exchanges. 

4. Security and Counter-Terrorism 

o PM Modi stressed the need for mutual support in combating terrorism. 
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o Regional stability and security cooperation were 

emphasized. 

5. Strategic Perspective 

o Both nations reiterated their pursuit of strategic autonomy and rejected viewing ties through the lens of 

a “third country.” 

o President Xi stated that India and China are partners, not rivals, while Modi echoed similar sentiments. 

o This indicates a shift towards cooperation over competition in bilateral ties. 

6. Other Dimensions 

o Modi met Myanmar’s Senior General and assured India’s support under Neighborhood First and Act 

East Policy. 

o India supported China’s SCO presidency and invited Xi Jinping to the BRICS summit in India (2026). 

Conclusion 

India and China, as rising Asian powers, can significantly shape regional and global order if they move beyond 

boundary disputes and focus on economic, cultural, and strategic cooperation. Peaceful and constructive engagement 

will not only strengthen bilateral ties but also promote Asian stability and a multipolar world order. However, the real 

challenge lies in addressing border mistrust, security concerns, and trade imbalances. If progress is made on these 

fronts, India–China relations can evolve into a genuine developmental partnership rather than a rivalry. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: IAnalyse the recent diplomatic efforts between India and China in the context of the boundary dispute.(250 

Words) 
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Page 04:GS 2 : Social Justice 

The Ramon Magsaysay Award, often regarded as Asia’s Nobel Prize, was instituted in 1958 to honour individuals and 

organisations showcasing “greatness of spirit and transformative leadership.” In 2025, Educate Girls, an Indian NGO, became the 

first Indian non-profit organisation to win this award, marking a milestone for India’s civil society efforts in advancing gender 

justice in education. 

Key Analysis 

1. About Educate Girls 

o Founded by Safeena Husain, the 

organisation began its work in 

Rajasthan. 

o Focus: enrolling out- of-school 

girls, preventing dropouts, 

and ensuring access to higher 

education and 

employability. 

o Operates through grassroots 

volunteers such as Team Balika 

and Preraks. 

2. Significance of the Award 

o First Indian NGO to win the 

Magsaysay Award → international 

recognition for India’s grassroots 

movement for girls’ education. 

o Validates efforts to address 

gender disparities in education, 

especially in remote and 

marginalized areas. 

o Brings global attention to India’s 

people-powered 

development models. 

3. Impact on Society 

o Ripple effect: Educating a 

girl leads to improved family 

health, reduced child marriage, 

better economic opportunities, and community empowerment. 

o Helps in achieving India’s commitments to SDG-4 (Quality Education) and SDG-5 (Gender Equality). 

o Strengthens the idea of social capital through volunteer-driven movements. 

4. Global Context 
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o Recognised alongside Shaahina Ali (Maldives) for 

environmental activism and Fr. Flaviano Villanueva (Philippines) for human rights work. 

o Reinforces India’s leadership role in grassroots social innovation in Asia. 

5. Policy Relevance 

o Complements government schemes like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan. 

o Highlights the importance of NGO–Government–Community partnerships for social change. 

Conclusion 

The recognition of Educate Girls with the Ramon Magsaysay Award is not only a proud moment for India but also a reminder of 

the transformative power of education in addressing gender inequality. It shows that community-driven, volunteer-based 

initiatives can complement state efforts and bring long-lasting social change. Going forward, strengthening such grassroots 

models will be vital for ensuring that no child, especially no girl, is left behind in India’s development journey. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Which of the following statements is correct regarding the NGO Educate Girls? 

(a) It was started in Maharashtra. 

(b) Its objective is to provide self-employment to rural women. 

(c) This NGO works to connect girls with education.  

(d) This NGO provides scholarships only for higher education. 

Ans: (c)   
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Page : 06 :GS 2 : Governance 

In his recent Mann Ki Baat broadcast, Prime Minister Narendra Modi emphasized the importance of adopting the “Vocal for 

Local” mantra to promote Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India). Against the backdrop of global trade tensions triggered by 

the U.S. tariffs on Indian goods, he urged citizens to prefer swadeshi products during the upcoming festive season, linking 

cultural pride with economic self-reliance. 
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key Analysis 

1. Economic and Strategic Context 

o Rising protectionism in global trade (U.S. tariffs on Indian goods). 

o Need to reduce dependence on imports and boost domestic production. 

o “Vocal for Local” aligned with Make in India, Startup India, and Digital India initiatives. 

o Aim: self-sufficiency + global competitiveness→ pathway to becoming a developed India. 

2. Cultural Dimension 

o Festivals (Ganesh Chaturthi, Durga Puja, Deepavali) used as an opportunity to highlight swadeshi consumer 

choices. 

o Emphasis on cultural pride: “Say with pride, this is swadeshi.” 

o Projection of Indian culture abroad (Ramayana statue in Canada, art exhibitions in Russia). 

3. Disaster Management Reference 

o Modi expressed grief over the loss caused by recent monsoon floods and landslides. 

o Acknowledged contributions of NDRF, SDRF, armed forces, doctors, local volunteers in rescue and relief. 

o Highlighted use of modern technology (drones, thermal cameras, life detectors) in disaster response. 

4. Youth and Regional Aspirations 

o Recognition of sports events in Jammu & Kashmir: 

 First day-night cricket match in Pulwama. 

 Khelo India Water Sports Festival at Dal Lake. 

o Message: J&K youth have immense potential to contribute to national pride. 

5. Global Soft Power 

o Indian traditions like the Ramayana gaining worldwide appreciation. 

o Acts as a form of cultural diplomacy and enhances India’s soft power globally. 

Conclusion 

The Prime Minister’s call for “Vocal for Local” reflects a vision of linking economic resilience, cultural pride, and national 

self-reliance. By encouraging swadeshi consumption, India seeks to strengthen its domestic industries, reduce external 

vulnerabilities, and promote a sustainable growth path. At the same time, integrating youth empowerment, disaster resilience, 

and cultural diplomacy shows a holistic vision of a self-confident and globally respected India. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques : Explain the importance of Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India) in the backdrop of global trade tensions and rising 

protectionism.(150 Words) 
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Page 07 : GS 3 : Environment 

Rising sea levels are a major consequence of global warming, posing serious threats to low-lying coastal areas and island 

nations. A recent study has revealed that the Maldives, Lakshadweep, and the Chagos archipelago are experiencing faster 

sea-level rise than previously believed, and that this acceleration began as early as the late 1950s, much earlier than 

conventional tide-gauge data had indicated. 

 

Main Analysis 

1. Methodology: Coral Microatolls 

o Researchers studied Porites microatolls, disk-shaped coral colonies whose upper growth is constrained by the 

lowest tide. 

o The upper surface of these corals serves as a historical record of sea levels, similar to tree rings. 
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o Using annual growth bands and uranium-thorium 

dating, they reconstructed sea-level changes from 1930 to 2019. 

2. Key Findings 

o Sea levels rose by ~0.3 meters over 90 years in this region. 

o The rate of rise increased over time: 

 1930–1959: 1–1.84 mm/year 

 1960–1992: 2.76–4.12 mm/year 

 1990–2019: 3.91–4.87 mm/year 

o Significant rise began in the late 1950s, challenging earlier assumptions that major rise started only around 

1990. 

3. Environmental and Regional Impacts 

o Rising seas threaten coral reefs, coastal erosion, and island ecosystems. 

o Microatolls recorded effects of El Niño and negative Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) events. 

o Long-term lunar cycles (18.6-year nodal cycle) were found to influence tides and sea levels. 

4. Scientific and Strategic Importance 

o Central Indian Ocean is data-sparse, making microatolls crucial for long-term sea-level records. 

o Provides historical context for climate adaptation and disaster preparedness in vulnerable island and coastal 

communities. 

o Insights into regional oceanic and atmospheric changes, including ocean heat uptake and Intertropical 

Convergence Zone shifts. 

Conclusion 

The study highlights that sea-level rise in the Maldives, Lakshadweep, and Chagos has been ongoing for over six decades and is 

accelerating. Coral microatolls provide valuable historical data in regions where conventional monitoring is limited. 

Understanding the timing and magnitude of past sea-level changes is critical for effective climate adaptation strategies, 

coastal planning, and disaster resilience, particularly for island nations and low-lying coastal areas highly vulnerable to climate 

change. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss the causes and impacts of accelerating sea-level rise in the Maldives, Lakshadweep, and Chagos Archipelago. How 

can this information aid in policymaking and disaster management? (150 words) 
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Page 10 : GS 2 : Indian Polity 

The Supreme Court has recently sought a detailed response from the Union Government regarding the restoration of 

statehood to Jammu and Kashmir (J&K). This follows the abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A in 2019, the reorganisation of 

J&K into a Union Territory, and the subsequent Legislative Assembly elections in 2024. The issue raises significant questions 

about India’s federal structure, constitutional provisions for state formation, and the balance of power between the 

Centre and States. 

 

Main Analysis 

1. Constitutional Processes for Creating States 

o Admission: Integration of a new territory into India (e.g., J&K’s accession in 1947 via Instrument of Accession). 

o Establishment: Acquisition of territory according to international law (e.g., Goa, Sikkim). 
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o Formation/Reorganisation: Altering boundaries, 

merging, separating, or renaming States under Article 3 of the Constitution. 

o Parliament may reorganise a State’s territory but cannot unilaterally convert a State into a Union Territory, as 

this would violate federal principles. 

2. Federal Design of India 

o India is a Union of States (Article 1) — indivisible, with no right of secession. 

o While the Constitution does not explicitly use the word ‘federation,’ the two-tier governance system ensures a 

federal character with a strong Centre. 

o Features like the permanent Rajya Sabha (Article 83) guarantee State representation at the Union level, 

reinforcing federalism within a unitary framework. 

o Federalism is part of the Basic Structure of the Constitution, making state autonomy essential to India’s 

constitutional design. 

3. J&K Statehood Issue 

o Supreme Court upheld the abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A but directed the restoration of statehood and 

Legislative Assembly elections. 

o Legislative Assembly elections were held in October 2024; however, statehood has not yet been restored. 

o Delay raises concerns over federal principles, citizen rights, and decentralisation of power. 

o Critics argue that restoring statehood would reduce the powers of the Lieutenant Governor, empowering the 

elected government and ensuring constitutional federalism. 

4. Significance for Governance 

o Restoring statehood ensures constitutional fidelity, equitable resource distribution, and political 

representation. 

o It also reinforces India’s unique federal-unitary balance, preventing erosion of federal features while 

maintaining national unity. 

Conclusion 

The restoration of statehood to Jammu and Kashmir is not merely a political issue but a constitutional imperative to preserve 

India’s federal design. By adhering to Article 3 and respecting the principles of representation, autonomy, and decentralisation, 

the Union ensures that federalism remains a core feature of governance, safeguarding both the unity and diversity of India. 

Failure to restore statehood risks undermining the constitutional balance and weakening the democratic voice of the people of 

J&K. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss the constitutional processes for creating and reorganising States in India. How do these processes reflect the 

federal character of the Constitution? (150 words) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 
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Context : 

India’s economy has consistently demonstrated resilience in the face of crises. From the 1991 liberalisation to the digital surge 

post-COVID-19, India has turned challenges into growth opportunities. Recent data shows that India is not only the world’s 

fastest-growing major economy but also expanding inclusively, with strong buffers, energy security, and structural reforms 

supporting sustained growth. 

Main Analysis 

1. Current Economic Performance 

o GDP Growth: Real GDP at 7.8% in Q1 FY 2025-26, the highest in five quarters. Broad-based growth: 

manufacturing 7.7%, construction 7.6%, services ~9.3%. 

o Nominal GDP: 8.8% growth reflects rising consumption, robust investment, and returns from public capex and 

logistics reforms. 

o India contributes over 15% of incremental global growth, expected to rise toward 20% as reforms deepen. 

2. Energy Security and Infrastructure 

o India is the third-largest energy consumer, fourth-largest refiner, and fourth-largest LNG importer globally. 

o Expansion plans: refining capacity to exceed 400 million tonnes per annum by decade-end; exploration 

acreage doubled from 8% (2021) to 16% (2025). 

o Energy transition initiatives: ethanol blending (1.5% → 20%), compressed biogas plants, green hydrogen 

projects. 

o Policy ensures compliance with international norms while stabilising domestic prices, especially during global oil 

shocks. 

3. Inclusive Growth and Social Impact 

o Between 2013-14 and 2022-23, 24.82 crore people lifted out of multidimensional poverty. 

o Growth supported by direct transfers, financial inclusion, health, energy access, and digital services. 

o India’s model focuses on consensus-building, competitive federalism, last-mile delivery, and long-term 

sustainable reforms rather than quick authoritarian-style interventions. 

4. Industrial and Digital Transformation 

o Industrial sectors: semiconductors, electronics, renewables, defence, speciality chemicals supported by PLI 

schemes and Gati Shakti infrastructure. 

o Digital economy: UPI-led real-time payments, startup ecosystem boosting exports of services and solutions. 

o Combined hard infrastructure and digital rails create a virtuous cycle of investment, consumption, and 

formalisation. 

5. Global Recognition and Outlook 

o S&P Global upgraded India’s sovereign rating, lowering borrowing costs and expanding investor base. 

o Projections suggest India could be the second-largest economy by PPP by 2038, exceeding $34 trillion GDP. 

o Growth is inclusive, sustainable, and democratic, ensuring benefits reach underserved populations. 

GS. Paper 03-Indian Economy 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:India has consistently turned crises into opportunities for growth.” In light of 

this, analyse India’s economic resilience post-1991 and post-COVID-19. (150 words)  
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Conclusion 

India’s economic journey reflects the Samudra Manthan philosophy — turbulence yielding renewal. Strong macroeconomic 

fundamentals, energy security, inclusive growth, digital adoption, and industrial transformation have positioned India as a 

resilient, fast-growing global economy. Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership, Viksit Bharat is not a distant 

aspiration but an achievable reality, with data and reforms confirming India’s rise on the global stage. 
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