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Page 01:GS 2 : Indian Economy/ Prelims 

After a nine-month declining trend, India’s retail inflation rose marginally to 2.1% in August 2025, edging close to the lower 

bound of the RBI’s 2-6% target band. While food prices showed subdued movement, categories such as fuel, oils, and light 

contributed to the upward pressure. The development has implications for monetary policy, fiscal management, and broader 

economic stability. 

Current Affairs Context (Sept 2025) 

 Inflation Trend: Retail inflation rose to 2.1% in August from 1.55% in July 

2025. 

 Food & Beverages: Flat at 0.05% (sharp contrast to 5.3% in Aug 2024). 

Vegetables (-15.9%) and pulses (-14.5%) dragged prices, while oils (+21.2%) 

pushed upward. 

 Other Categories: Clothing & footwear stable (2.67%), housing (3.06%), fuel & 

light rose to 2.9%. 

 Policy Outlook: Economists expect RBI to pause policy changes in the near 

term but keep scope for 25–50 bps rate cuts from Dec 2025, depending on 

growth risks and Fed rate actions. 

Static Background 

 Retail Inflation (CPI): Measured by Consumer Price Index, tracks changes in 

retail prices of goods & services. 

 RBI’s Inflation Target: 4% ±2% (legal mandate under Monetary Policy 

Framework, 2016). 

 Inflation Categories in CPI: Food & beverages, fuel & light, clothing & 

footwear, housing, pan-tobacco-intoxicants, etc. 

 Causes of Inflation: Demand-pull, cost-push, imported inflation (global 

oil/commodity prices). 

 GST & Inflation: Rate cuts in GST can reduce effective prices but may be offset 

by supply-side shocks. 

Prelims Pointers 

 CPI vs WPI: CPI reflects retail inflation; WPI reflects wholesale price 

movements. 

 RBI’s Inflation Target Band: 2-6% under the RBI Act, 1934 (amended 2016). 

 Base Effect: Impact of last year’s price levels on current inflation rate. 

 Fuel & Light Component: Sensitive to global crude oil prices. 

 Vegetables & Pulses Volatility: Seasonal fluctuations often drive food 

inflation in India. 
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Mains Analysis 

1. Drivers of the Current Inflation Trend 

 Low Food Inflation: Vegetables and pulses dragging overall food inflation to near-zero. 

 High Oil Prices: Global market pressures + low base effect keeping edible oils inflation high. 

 Fuel & Light: Faster rise reflecting volatility in global crude markets. 

2. Implications for Monetary Policy 

 With inflation still well within RBI’s tolerance band, scope exists for a status quo or mild rate cuts to support growth. 

 Fed’s aggressive rate-cut cycle may give RBI space for accommodative stance. 

3. Impact on Economy & Households 

 Positive: Stable and low inflation supports consumption, protects household budgets, and allows lower interest rates. 

 Concerns: Prolonged deflationary trend in food items may harm farmers’ incomes. Oil and fuel inflation risks remain. 

4. Fiscal and Policy Dimensions 

 GST rate cuts: Likely to soften prices further, though their effect may take time. 

 Government Role: Managing supply chains of vegetables & pulses, ensuring oil imports remain stable. 

5. Challenges & Opportunities 

 Challenges: Imported inflation (oil), climate-linked volatility in food crops, balancing farmer and consumer interests. 

 Opportunities: Low inflation offers RBI fiscal space, encourages growth revival, and strengthens India’s global 

macroeconomic stability. 

Conclusion 

The slight uptick in retail inflation to 2.1% in August 2025 signals stabilization rather than concern, as it remains comfortably 

within RBI’s 2–6% band. With food prices subdued and risks arising mainly from oil and fuel, the inflation trajectory appears 

manageable. For policymakers, the focus should remain on balancing growth and price stability, safeguarding farmers’ 

incomes, and ensuring inflation expectations remain anchored. In the larger picture, sustained low inflation provides India a 

window to accelerate growth, manage external shocks, and work toward Viksit Bharat 2047 with macroeconomic stability. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: The term “Base Effect” is related to which of the following? 

a) RBI’s policy to control inflation 

b) The impact of the previous year’s price level on the current inflation rate 

c) A technique to increase agricultural production 

d) The level of foreign exchange reserves 

Ans: (b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: “Inflation control is not only about providing relief to consumers, but also linked to farmers’ income and overall 

macroeconomic stability.” Critically analyze. (250 Words) 
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Page 06 :GS 2 : Governance & Social Justice / Prelims 

The Supreme Court’s Ram Charan vs Sukhram (July 2025) judgment equating the exclusion of daughters from ancestral 

property with denial of their fundamental right to equality has revived the debate on tribal women’s property rights. While 

women constitute the backbone of tribal agriculture and economy, they remain largely excluded from land inheritance due to 

customary practices. Ensuring gender justice in tribal property rights is crucial for inclusive development and constitutional 

equality. 

 

Current Affairs Context  

 Case: Ram Charan and Ors. vs Sukhram and Ors. – SC granted equal share in ancestral property to legal heirs of an ST 

woman, rejecting the customary denial of female inheritance. 

 Previous Landmark Cases: 

o MadhuKishwar vs State of Bihar (1996) – SC upheld customary denial of succession rights. 

o PrabhaMinz vs Martha Ekka (2022, Jharkhand HC) – upheld women’s inheritance rights among Oraon tribe. 
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o Kamala Neti vs SLAO (2022, SC) – affirmative step for 

tribal women’s land rights. 

 Ground Reality: Only 16.7% of ST women own land (Agriculture Census 2015–16). 

 Constraints: Fears of land alienation via marriage to non-tribals, communitarian nature of tribal land, lack of codified 

succession law. 

Static Background 

 Constitutional Safeguards: 

o Article 14 (Equality before law), Article 15 (Non-discrimination), Article 21 (Right to life with dignity). 

o Fifth Schedule: Governance of Scheduled Areas with special laws/customs. 

 Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005: Granted equal coparcenary rights to daughters in Hindu law, but Section 

2(2) excludes Scheduled Tribes. 

 Customary Law in Tribals: Governs succession, marriage, and adoption; often patriarchal and resistant to codification. 

 International Frameworks: 

o UNDRIP (United Nations Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 2007). 

o CEDAW (Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women). 

Prelims Pointers 

 Article 13: Customs inconsistent with Fundamental Rights can be struck down. 

 Antiquity, Certainty, Continuity Test: Parameters for recognizing a custom as law. 

 Matrilineal Tribes: Khasi, Garo, Jaintia (exceptions where women inherit land). 

 Agriculture Census 2015-16: Only 16.7% ST women possess land ownership. 

 Section 2(2), Hindu Succession Act: Excludes Scheduled Tribes from its ambit. 

Mains Analysis 

1. Gender Injustice in Tribal Societies 

 Despite higher contribution in farming, women denied land inheritance. 

 Patriarchal customs reinforced by fears of land alienation through inter-community marriage. 

 Women’s lack of land ownership perpetuates economic dependency and social marginalization. 

2. Judicial Evolution 

 1996: MadhuKishwar – SC avoided intervention, citing disruption of tribal customs. 

 2022: Kamala Neti, PrabhaMinz – progressive judgments affirming women’s rights. 

 2025: Ram Charan vs Sukhram – landmark SC ruling upholding equality over discriminatory custom. 

3. Developmental Implications 

 Land ownership crucial for credit access, empowerment, poverty reduction. 

 Gender parity in property rights essential for SDG 5 (Gender Equality) and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities). 
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 Land reforms linked to inclusive growth, food security, and 

social justice. 

4. Policy Gaps 

 Exclusion from Hindu Succession Act creates legal vacuum. 

 Customary laws inconsistent across regions; lack of codification fuels arbitrariness. 

 Women’s voices underrepresented in gram sabhas and tribal councils. 

5. Way Forward 

 Separate Tribal Succession Act ensuring equality while respecting tribal autonomy. 

 Codification of Customary Laws – balancing tradition with constitutional rights. 

 Awareness & Capacity Building: Legal literacy campaigns among tribal women. 

 Strengthening PESA (1996) & FRA (2006) to integrate women’s rights in governance of Scheduled Areas. 

 Community Dialogues to reduce fears of land alienation and promote collective ownership models. 

Conclusion 

The debate on tribal women’s property rights highlights the tension between customary practices and constitutional equality. 

Recent judicial pronouncements have shifted towards upholding gender justice, but legislative intervention is urgently needed. A 

Tribal Succession Act, codifying inheritance rights in line with equality, can ensure justice without undermining community 

autonomy. Closing the gender parity gap in property rights is not just about women’s empowerment but also about inclusive 

tribal development, social equity, and fulfilling India’s constitutional promise of equality. 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Consider the following statements with reference to the Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005: 

1. The Act grants daughters equal coparcenary rights as sons. 

2. Section 2(2) of this Act excludes Scheduled Tribes from its ambit. 

3. The Act applies to all religious communities in India. 

Select the correct statement(s): 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  
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Ans: (a)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question  

Ques: The question of property rights of tribal women reflects the need to balance tradition with constitutional equality. Discuss 

in the context of recent judicial pronouncements. (150 Words) 

Page : 06: GS 2 : International Relations/ Prelims 

India–U.S. relations have often been described as a “defining partnership of the 21st century”. However, trade and strategic 

irritants continue to surface despite cooperation in security, technology, and geopolitics. The latest episode of “doublespeak” 

by the U.S. Trump administration—inviting India for trade talks while 

simultaneously pressuring it over Russian oil imports—highlights both opportunities 

and challenges in bilateral ties. 

Current Context 

 Trade Talks: After weeks of tension, the U.S. has invited Commerce Minister 

PiyushGoyal and his team to Washington to resume Free Trade Agreement 

(FTA) discussions. 

 Contradictions: U.S. officials have threatened sanctions if India continues 

Russian oil imports, even though a Quad Summit and smoother ties were 

being promised. 

 Economic Costs: 

o India and Brazil face the highest U.S. tariffs (50%). 

o Indian textile exports are already hit; job losses and GDP reduction 

(up to 0.5%) are projected. 

 Geopolitical Factor: The U.S. is linking trade cooperation to strategic 

compliance with its Russia policy. 

Static Context  

1. India–U.S. Trade Snapshot: 

o U.S. is India’s largest trading partner (goods & services combined). 

o Trade = ~$190 billion (2024). 

o U.S. investments in India in IT, defence, pharma; Indian IT services 

major contributor to U.S. economy. 

2. Key Frictions: 

o Tariffs & Market Access: High tariffs on steel, aluminium, textiles. 

o GSP Withdrawal: In 2019, U.S. withdrew Generalized System of 

Preferences for Indian exports. 

o Visa Issues: H1-B visa restrictions hurt Indian IT sector. 

o Energy Dependence: Earlier U.S. forced India to cut imports from 

Iran & Venezuela; now Russia. 
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3. Strategic Framework: 

o Indo-Pacific Strategy: U.S. wants India as a counterweight to China. 

o Quad Cooperation: India–U.S.–Japan–Australia grouping. 

o Defence Agreements: BECA, COMCASA, LEMOA signed to strengthen interoperability. 

Prelims Pointers 

 GSP Scheme (withdrawn for India in 2019). 

 Tariff vs Non-tariff barriers (definitions, WTO context). 

 India–U.S. defence pacts: LEMOA, COMCASA, BECA. 

 Major trading partners of India (U.S. = top partner). 

 Impact of oil sanctions on India’s energy security. 

Conclusion 

The U.S. remains a critical partner for India’s economic growth and strategic security, but the relationship is marked by 

recurrent frictions. For India, the challenge lies in leveraging convergences (technology, defence, Quad) while resisting 

coercive trade diplomacy. A calibrated approach—diversifying trade partners, strengthening domestic manufacturing, and 

balancing strategic autonomy—will help India safeguard both its economic and geopolitical interests. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques :With reference to India–U.S. trade relations, consider the following statements: 

1. The United States is India’s largest trading partner in goods and services. 

2. India continues to enjoy benefits under the U.S. Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) scheme. 

3. Recently, India has faced some of the highest U.S. tariff rates on exports like textiles. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans : c) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: India–U.S. relations oscillate between strategic partnership and trade frictions. In light of recent developments, discuss the 

challenges and opportunities for India in managing this relationship. (150 Words) 

Mains Answer Framework 

1. Opportunities 

•Strategic Convergence: Indo-Pacific, countering China. 

•Technology &Defence: U.S. support in critical technologies (semiconductors, AI, space). 

•Investment & Energy: U.S. is a major FDI source; LNG &defence sales. 

2. Challenges 

•Trade Uncertainty: Tariffs on textiles, steel, and agriculture. 

•Conditional Diplomacy: U.S. linking trade deals with India’s stance on Russian oil. 

•Visa &Labour Issues: H-1B restrictions impacting services exports. 

•Unpredictability of U.S. Policy: Frequent shifts (Iran oil ban → Venezuela ban → Russia ban). 

3. India’s Strategic Dilemma 

•Energy Security vs Strategic Autonomy: India depends on Russian crude (discounted prices). 

•Geopolitical Balance: India cannot afford to alienate Russia given defence dependence. 

•Reputation Costs: Yielding to U.S. diktats may weaken India’s global image as an independent power. 
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Page 07 :GS 3 : Disaster Management / Prelims 

The recent floods in Punjab (Aug–Sept 2025) have claimed 55 lives, displaced nearly 4 lakh people, and destroyed crops on 1.91 

lakh hectares of land across 18 districts. Beyond the immediate humanitarian tragedy, the disaster raises questions of climate 

resilience, agricultural vulnerability, relief 

governance, and the political economy of 

disaster management. 

Current Context 

 Human Impact: 111 relief camps 

sheltering ~4,600 people; families left 

uncertain about homes, belongings, 

and livelihood. 

 Agriculture Losses: Paddy & Basmati 

submerged, delayed wheat sowing, 

higher costs of mechanised harvesting. 

 Livelihood Crisis: Daily wage labourers 

and marginal farmers left without work; 

landless labourers unlikely to get 

compensation due to lack of land titles. 

 Infrastructure & Relief: Boats without 

safety gear, shortage of rations, cattle 

fodder and medicines, inadequate 

disaster preparedness. 

 Political Angle: Relief package of 

₹1,600 crore announced by PM 

criticised by opposition as “meagre” 

compared to losses (~₹20,000 crore). 

Dispute over State Disaster Response 

Fund (SDRF) utilisation. 

Static Context  

1. Floods in India 

o Punjab receives ~75% of its 

annual rainfall during 

monsoon. 

o IMD: 253.7 mm rainfall in 

August 2025 (74% excess). 

o Recurring floods recorded in 

1988, 2023, 2019, 2013, 2010. 
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2. Causes of Flood Vulnerability 

o Climate change → erratic monsoon + heavy rainfall. 

o Poor drainage infrastructure & encroachment on floodplains. 

o Over-dependence on paddy cultivation in flood-prone areas. 

o Lack of early-warning dissemination to farmers and rural poor. 

3. Disaster Management Framework 

o Governed by Disaster Management Act, 2005. 

o SDRF & NDRF (State & National Disaster Response Funds). 

o Role of NDMA: preparedness, mitigation, resilience building. 

o Sendai Framework 2015–2030: Risk reduction, build-back-better. 

Prelims Pointers 

 Disaster Management Act, 2005→ statutory basis for NDMA/SDRF/NDRF. 

 Sendai Framework→ UN global framework for disaster risk reduction. 

 Crop Insurance Schemes→ PM FasalBimaYojana (PMFBY). 

 Flood-prone states in India (UP, Bihar, Assam, Punjab, etc.). 

 River systems of Punjab (Sutlej, Beas, Ravi). 

Conclusion 

Punjab’s 2025 floods are a reminder that disasters are not merely “natural” but deeply socio-economic in their impacts. Building 

resilience requires more than financial relief—it calls for structural reforms in agriculture, transparent governance of 

disaster funds, and climate-adaptive infrastructure. For India, safeguarding the “grain bowl” of Punjab is not just a state 

priority but a matter of national food security. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Consider the following rivers: 

1. Sutlej 

2. Ravi 

3. Beas 

4. Ghaggar 

Which of the above rivers were directly mentioned as being in spate during the 2025 Punjab floods? 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans :c) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss the socio-economic impact of recurrent floods in Punjab. Suggest policy measures for building long-term flood 

resilience in India’s agrarian regions.(150 Words) 

Mains Answer Framework 

1. Impacts 

•Humanitarian: Loss of lives, mass displacement, health risks (epidemics, sanitation). 

•Agriculture: Crop destruction (paddy, basmati), delay in wheat sowing, increased input costs. 

•Livelihoods: Daily wage earners, landless labourers worst hit; compensation gap due to lack of land titles. 

•Infrastructure: Damaged houses, roads, bridges; inadequate rescue gear. 

•Governance & Trust Deficit: Relief funds vs political blame game. 

2. Challenges 
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•Structural dependence on water-intensive crops (paddy) in flood-

prone regions. 

•Poor flood forecasting and early warning systems at village level. 

•Inadequate compensation for landless and marginal groups. 

•Climate change unpredictability: erratic rainfall patterns. 

3. Way Forward 

•Climate Resilient Agriculture: Diversification from paddy → maize, pulses, horticulture. 

•Flood-Resistant Infrastructure: Strengthening embankments, bridges, storage facilities. 

•Inclusive Relief: Ensure compensation for landless workers, not just landowners. 

•Strengthen NDMA & SDRF: Transparency, community participation, real-time monitoring. 

•Technology: Satellite-based flood forecasting, mobile alert systems. 

•International Best Practices: Dutch “living with water” model, Bangladesh’s community-based flood shelters. 
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Page 12 :GS 3 : Indian Economy/ Prelims 

The Palestinian question remains one of the most enduring conflicts in international politics. India’s consistent stand on the two-

state solution reflects its historical support for Palestinian self-determination while balancing its strategic ties with Israel. The 

recent vote at the UNGA endorsing the 

‘New York Declaration’ highlights India’s 

nuanced diplomacy in West Asia. 

Prelims Relevance 

 United Nations General Assembly 

(UNGA): Principal deliberative 

organ with 193 member states. 

 Two-State Solution: Proposal to 

resolve the Israel–Palestine conflict 

by creating an independent 

Palestine alongside Israel. 

 New York Declaration (2025): 

Outcome of a high-level conference 

co-chaired by France and Saudi 

Arabia, calling for immediate 

ceasefire, recognition of Palestine, 

and halting Israeli settlements. 

 India’s Foreign Policy: Balancing 

Act between Palestine (historical 

solidarity) and Israel (strategic, 

defence, and technology partner). 

Mains Relevance  

Static Context 

 India was among the first non-Arab 

countries to recognize the Palestine 

Liberation Organization (PLO) in 1974 and later recognized Palestine as a state in 1988. 

 Support for the two-state solution has been a constant element of India’s foreign policy. 

 India has deepening defence and economic ties with Israel since the 1990s, especially after normalization of relations in 

1992. 

Current Context 
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 UNGA Resolution (2025): Endorsed by 142 nations, including 

India, calling for peaceful settlement of the Palestine issue and effective implementation of the two-state solution. 

 Geopolitical Dynamics: 

o Resolution urged Israel to halt settlements and violence. 

o Reaffirmed Palestinian right to self-determination. 

o Signalled international consensus against annexation and land grabs. 

 India’s Position: Aligns with historical support for Palestine while not straining ties with Israel, a key partner in defence, 

agriculture, and technology. 

 Strategic Balancing: India maintains energy and diaspora interests in West Asia, engages with Gulf states, and 

participates in platforms like I2U2 (India-Israel-UAE-USA). 

Conclusion 

India’s vote in favour of the UNGA resolution reflects its consistent support for the two-state solution and Palestinian self-

determination. At the same time, it demonstrates New Delhi’s pragmatic diplomacy in balancing its ties with Israel and Arab 

states. Going forward, India’s ability to uphold international law while safeguarding its strategic interests in West Asia will define 

its credibility as a responsible global actor. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), consider the following: 

1. UNGA resolutions are legally binding on member states. 

2. Each member of the UNGA has one vote, regardless of population size or economic strength. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: b)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: “India’s West Asia policy represents a delicate act of balancing between moral principles and realpolitik.” Critically analyse 

with reference to the Israel-Palestine conflict.(150 Words) 
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Context : 

The Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005, was hailed as a landmark legislation to promote transparency and accountability in 

governance. It empowered citizens by making government information accessible, thereby acting as a strong weapon against 

corruption and maladministration. However, the recent amendment through the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act has 

drastically altered Section 8(1)(j), shifting the balance from the citizen’s “right to know” towards a bureaucratic “right to deny 

information”. 

Background (Static Context) 

 RTI Act, 2005: Ensures time-bound access to government information, with limited exemptions under Section 8. 

 Section 8(1)(j) [Original]: Exempted disclosure of personal information only if unrelated to public activity or an 

unwarranted invasion of privacy, unless public interest justified it. 

 Proviso: Information that cannot be denied to Parliament/State Legislature cannot be denied to citizens. 

 Constitutional Basis: RTI is linked to Article 19(1)(a) (Freedom of Speech & Expression) and is subject to reasonable 

restrictions under Article 19(2). 

Current Developments (Dynamic Context) 

 DPDP Act Amendment: Section 8(1)(j) has been cut down to just six words, making it ambiguous and easy to deny 

most information. 

 Ambiguity: No clear definition of “personal information”; if the DPDP’s broad definition (covering firms, HUFs, 

companies, etc.) is applied, almost every document can be withheld. 

 Fear of Penalties: Severe fines (up to ₹250 crore) under DPDP Act make PIOs more likely to deny information to avoid 

risks. 

 Impact: RTI risks becoming “RDI” — Right to Deny Information. 

Implications 

1. Transparency & Accountability 

o Citizens’ ability to monitor government functioning weakens. 

o Public interest disclosures (e.g., pension beneficiary lists to expose ghost entries) may stop. 

2. Corruption 

o Denial of records on recruitment, contracts, and fund allocations could shield corrupt practices. 

o “Ghost employees” or fake beneficiaries can remain undetected. 

3. Citizen Rights 

o Even individuals may be denied access to their own corrected marksheets or official records. 

o Burden shifts on citizens to prove “larger public interest”, which is rarely accepted. 

GS. Paper 02 –Indian Polity 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:Analyse how the conflict between Right to Privacy (as upheld in K.S. 

Puttaswamy vs Union of India, 2017) and Right to Information is shaping India’s governance 

framework.(150 Words) 
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4. Democratic Regression 

o Fundamental right to information diluted. 

o Weakens the principle of government as custodian of public information. 

Way Forward 

 Public Awareness & Engagement: Civil society, media, and academia must highlight the implications. 

 Political Accountability: Parties should commit to reversing restrictive amendments in manifestos. 

 Judicial Review: Courts may need to strike a balance between privacy (as upheld in Puttaswamy judgment, 2017) and 

transparency. 

 Clear Definitions: Need to harmonise DPDP and RTI Acts, with a narrow, precise meaning of “personal information”. 

 Strengthen Oversight: CIC and SICs should be empowered to check arbitrary denial of information. 

Conclusion 

The RTI Act was a watershed in deepening democracy by empowering citizens. The DPDP-linked amendment risks reversing this 

achievement, making information denial the norm rather than the exception. To safeguard transparency, accountability, and 

participatory democracy, it is imperative that citizens, civil society, and political institutions push back against this regression. 

Protecting RTI is essential not just for governance reforms but for the very health of India’s democratic framework. 
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