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Page 06:GS 2& 3 : International Relations& Environment 

The upcoming COP-30 in Belem, Brazil, marks a crucial moment in global 

climate diplomacy. Unlike past conferences that emphasized ambitious new 

pledges, this edition aims to prioritize practical implementation of already 

agreed solutions. With growing climate vulnerabilities, political disruptions 

such as U.S. withdrawal from the Paris Agreement, and scientific warnings of 

overshooting 2°C warming, the focus on execution reflects both urgency and 

realism. 

Key Analysis: 

1. Shift in Approach – Negotiation vs Implementation: 

o Traditionally, COPs revolve around drafting consensus texts, a 

complex process often slowed by diverse national interests. 

o COP-30 seeks to de-couple negotiations from implementation, 

allowing parallel progress—policy consensus on one hand, and 

practical actions on the other. 

2. Known Solutions in Focus: 

o Emphasis on renewable energy transition, forest protection 

(especially Amazon), climate finance delivery, and technology 

transfer. 

o Brazil, hosting in the Amazonian gateway city of Belem, aims to 

highlight nature-based solutions and indigenous stewardship. 

3. Challenges to Global Climate Action: 

o Political uncertainties: U.S. disengagement under Trump has 

weakened multilateral consensus. 

o Trade disruptions (tariffs) affect green technology flows and climate 

finance. 

o Current commitments, even if fully met, still imply 2.6°C warming, 

overshooting Paris Agreement goals. 

4. Opportunities and Optimism: 

o COP-30 President André Corrêa do Lago stresses that despite 

difficulties, grounds for optimism exist—notably technological 

advances in green energy, rising public climate awareness, and 

renewed leadership from Global South countries. 

o Implementation-led focus may enhance credibility of COP process, 

often criticized for lofty but unfulfilled promises. 

Conclusion: 

COP-30’s pragmatic pivot from high-stakes negotiations to grounded, 

actionable climate solutions reflects an evolution in global climate governance. For India and other developing nations, this 
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shift presents an opportunity to demand equitable climate finance, 

accelerate renewable adoption, and strengthen adaptation strategies. Ultimately, success will depend on whether the world can 

translate agreed principles into measurable action before the window for keeping 1.5°C alive closes. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: COP-30, scheduled to be held in 2025, will take place in which of the following locations? 

(a) Paris, France 

(b) Belem, Brazil 

(c) Katowice, Poland 

(d) Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt 

Ans : b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: The Paris Agreement commits nations to limit warming to below 2°C, preferably 1.5°C. With current commitments 

projecting 2.6°C rise, evaluate the role of developing countries like India and Brazil in bridging the gap. (150 Words) 
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Page 07:GS 3 : Environment 

The Nilgiris, part of the Western Ghats—a UNESCO World Heritage Site and biodiversity hotspot—are witnessing drastic 

ecological changes due to land-use shifts over the past 170 years. A recent study published in Global Change 

Biologydemonstrates how unconventional resources like natural history museum specimens, archival maps, and Bayesian 

statistical models can help reconstruct 

ecological histories and track 

biodiversity loss. 

Key Analysis: 

1. Key Findings of the Study: 

o Grassland birds in the Nilgiris have 

declined by nearly 90%, with species 

like the Nilgiri pipit and 

Malabar lark most affected. 

o Grasslands shrunk by 80%, from 993 sq. 

km in 1848 to 201 sq. km in 2018. 

o Surprisingly, forest birds 

remained relatively stable, due to 

grasslands being replaced by woody 

plantations and invasive species. 

o The biggest threat identified: lack of 

recognition of grasslands as an 

essential ecosystem, with 

conservation efforts 

overwhelmingly focusing on forests. 

2. Innovative Methodologies: 

o Museum Collections: Historical bird 

specimens provided data on species 

abundance, dates, and locations. 

o Old Maps: Captain John 

Ouchterlony’s 1848 Nilgiri land- use map 

was digitised and compared with 

satellite images to assess habitat change. 

o Statistical Model (FAMA): Field Abundance–Museum Abundance method used to estimate species decline over time. 

3. Significance for Biodiversity Research: 

o Offers a long-term perspective often missing from field studies. 

o Provides baseline data crucial for climate impact studies, conservation strategies, and tracking shifts in species 

distribution. 

o Reinforces the role of natural history museums as repositories of ecological memory. 

4. Challenges Identified: 
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o Access Issues: Bureaucratic hurdles, lack of digitisation, 

outdated infrastructure. 

o Global Inequities: Many Indian specimens are housed in Western museums, raising questions of ownership and 

repatriation of knowledge. 

o Funding Constraints: Limited resources restrict comprehensive digitisation and research. 

Conclusion: 

The Nilgiri study highlights how blending historical archives with modern science can uncover hidden dimensions of 

biodiversity loss. For India—one of the world’s megadiverse nations—strengthening museum infrastructure, digitising archives, 

and recognising grasslands alongside forests in conservation policies are critical. In the era of rapid ecological change, past 

records are not just relics—they are guides to shaping resilient futures. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Explain the ecological consequences of grassland-to-forest transitions in biodiversity hotspots like the Western 

Ghats.(150 Words) 
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Page : 08 :GS 2: International Relations 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s decision to attend the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation (SCO) Summit in China marks a strategic shift in India’s foreign policy 

stance. After a seven-year hiatus in visiting China and amid strained ties since the 2020 

border standoff, the visit and bilateral engagement with President Xi Jinping signal a 

recalibration of India’s approach towards major Eurasian powers in a turbulent 

geopolitical landscape. 

Key Analysis: 

1. Key Diplomatic Outcomes: 

o India-China thaw: Approval of troop disengagement process along 

the LAC, fast-tracking of boundary resolution talks, and resumption of 

direct flights and visas. 

o Economic cooperation: Both sides agreed to build ties to “stabilize 

world trade”, despite U.S. tariff pressures. 

o RIC optics: Photographs of Modi, Xi, and Putin rekindled memories of 

the Russia-India-China trilateral. 

2. Geopolitical Context: 

o U.S. tariffs and sanctions on India, along with uncertainty under the 

Trump administration, nudged India to hedge and diversify 

partnerships. 

o China’s outreach, calling for the “Dragon and the Elephant to come 

together”, reflects Beijing’s search for stability amid global economic 

and security pressures. 

o India tactically side-stepped contentious issues such as China’s support 

to Pakistan during Operation Sindoor, UNSC reform blockage, and NSG 

membership hurdles. 

3. SCO Declaration Highlights: 

o Strong stance against cross-border terrorism, referencing both the 

Pahalgam attack (India) and Balochistan attacks (Pakistan). 

o Consensus on humanitarian crises in Gaza and condemnation of U.S.-

Israeli strikes on Iran. 

o India continued its opposition to the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), 

highlighting sovereignty concerns. 

o Endorsement of Xi’s proposal for an SCO Development Bank and 

Modi’s call for a Civilisational Dialogue. 

4. Limitations and Missed Opportunities: 

o Modi skipped the “SCO Plus” Summit, reducing chances of wider 

engagement with neighbouring and Global South leaders. 
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o Persistent mistrust with China remains unresolved 

despite optics of bonhomie. 

o Balancing Eurasian alignments with India’s strategic partnerships with the U.S. and QUAD will remain a 

delicate act. 

Conclusion: 

India’s participation in the SCO Summit in China underscores an unmistakable shift towards pragmatic multi-alignment in 

foreign policy. While the optics of rapprochement with China and Russia signal a hedging strategy against U.S. unpredictability, 

India continues to protect its core interests by opposing BRI and emphasizing sovereignty. Going forward, New Delhi’s challenge 

will be to sustain this balancing act—leveraging Eurasian platforms like SCO for strategic depth, while deepening partnerships 

with democratic coalitions such as the QUAD and G20. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques :Evaluate the significance of the recent India-China bilateral engagement on the sidelines of the SCO Summit for regional 

stability. (150 Words) 
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Page 08 :GS 3 : Disaster Management 

The recent earthquake in Afghanistan’s Nangarhar province—magnitude 6.3, 

followed by multiple aftershocks—has claimed over 1,400 lives and injured more than 

3,100. The tragedy underscores how natural disasters, while unavoidable, need not 

translate into catastrophic loss of human life and property if building codes, urban 

planning, and preparedness measures are enforced effectively. 

Key Analysis: 

1. Context and Vulnerability of Afghanistan: 

o Afghanistan lies at the junction of the Indian and Eurasian tectonic 

plates, making it one of the most seismically active regions in the 

world. 

o Since 1900, the region has experienced at least 12 earthquakes 

above magnitude 7. 

o Recent disasters: Herat (2023) quake killed over 1,500 and destroyed 

63,000+ homes. 

o Challenges: Taliban regime under sanctions, limited international aid, 

and weak institutional capacity hinder disaster response. 

2. Comparative Perspective: 

o Delhi (2025): Magnitude 4 quake at shallow depth but no casualties, 

reflecting stronger infrastructure. 

o Chile: Frequently experiences >6 magnitude earthquakes but reports 

minimal damage due to strict enforcement of earthquake-resistant 

building codes. 

o This contrast highlights the decisive role of human preparedness 

and governance rather than seismic force alone. 

3. Why Building Codes Matter: 

o Properly designed structures can withstand significant tremors, 

reducing deaths from building collapse—the leading cause of 

earthquake fatalities. 

o Enforcing zoning laws, retrofitting older buildings, and 

community awareness are equally critical. 

o Examples: Japan and Chile’s engineering standards serve as global 

benchmarks. 

4. Policy Imperatives for Afghanistan: 

o Drafting and implementing context-specific building codes. 

o International collaboration for capacity building and technology 

transfer. 

o Community-level preparedness, including earthquake drills, early-

warning systems, and safe evacuation protocols. 
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o Mobilising international humanitarian assistance 

despite political challenges with the Taliban regime. 

Conclusion: 

Afghanistan’s recurring earthquake tragedies reveal that natural hazards become disasters when human systems are weak. 

While seismic activity cannot be prevented, enforcing building codes, strengthening institutions, and spreading public 

awareness can drastically reduce casualties. The Afghan case serves as a sobering reminder that resilience lies not just in survival 

but in preparedness and governance. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Which of the following countries is well-known for enforcing strict earthquake-resistant building codes, thereby 

minimizing casualties despite frequent seismic events? 

(a) Chile 

(b) Nepal 

(c) Afghanistan 

(d) Turkey 

Ans : (a) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss the role of building codes and disaster preparedness in mitigating earthquake-related casualties. What lessons 

can India learn from global experiences such as Chile and Japan in strengthening earthquake resilience? (150 words) 
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Page 10 :GS 2 : Indian Polity 

India’s power distribution sector faces chronic financial stress, with distribution companies (DISCOMs) routinely running losses 

due to the gap between the Average Cost of Supply (ACS) and Annual Revenue Requirement (ARR). To temporarily address 

these shortfalls, State Electricity Regulatory Commissions (SERCs) allow DISCOMs to create regulatory assets—deferred costs to 

be recovered later from consumers. Recently, the Supreme Court directed SERCs and DISCOMs to clear existing regulatory 

assets within four years, cap them at 3% of ARR, and ensure transparent recovery timelines, highlighting the urgent need for 

financial discipline in the sector. 

 

Key Analysis: 
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1. What are Regulatory Assets? 

o Regulatory assets = deferred revenue gaps when ACS > ARR. 

o Example: If ACS = ₹7.20/unit and ARR = ₹7.00/unit, gap = ₹0.20/unit. For 10 billion units supplied, loss = ₹2,000 

crore. Instead of immediate tariff hikes, SERCs permit this shortfall to be carried forward as a regulatory asset. 

o These attract carrying costs (interest), making eventual recovery costlier for consumers. 

2. Why Do ACS-ARR Gaps Arise? 

o Non-cost reflective tariffs (politically suppressed tariffs). 

o Delayed subsidy payments by State governments. 

o Fuel cost volatility, raising power purchase costs. 

o Example: Delhi DISCOMs hold regulatory assets worth over ₹58,000 crore; Tamil Nadu reported ₹89,375 crore 

(FY 2021-22). 

3. Impact on Stakeholders: 

o Consumers: Initially shielded from high tariffs, but face steeper increases later, along with interest burden. 

o DISCOMs: Suffer cash flow stress, delayed payments to generators, rising debt, and reduced ability to 

modernise the grid or integrate renewables. 

o Sectoral Health: Creates a vicious cycle—financially weak DISCOMs become operationally inefficient, worsening 

losses. 

4. Do Regulatory Assets Prevent Modernisation? 

o Yes. Locked-up finances and debt obligations prevent DISCOMs from investing in smart meters, grid 

digitalisation, renewable integration, and consumer service upgrades. 

o This weakens India’s broader energy transition goals. 

5. Way Forward: 

o Tariff Rationalisation: Ensure cost-reflective tariffs, while protecting vulnerable consumers through direct 

targeted subsidies. 

o Timely Subsidy Release: State governments must honour commitments on time. 

o Automatic Cost Pass-Through: Mechanisms like Fuel & Power Purchase Cost Adjustment (FPPCA) should 

adjust tariffs promptly. 

o Annual True-Ups: Regular reconciliation of projected vs actual costs to avoid backlog. 

o Regulatory Discipline: SERCs must enforce caps, ensure transparent accounting, and prevent regulatory assets 

from becoming routine. 

Conclusion: 

The Supreme Court’s intervention on regulatory assets underscores the urgent need to restore financial viability and 

transparency in India’s power sector. While regulatory assets serve as a short-term cushion, over-reliance has deepened the 

sector’s debt trap and delayed reforms. Going forward, aligning tariffs with costs, ensuring timely subsidies, and strengthening 

regulatory oversight are essential to break the vicious cycle, safeguard consumer interests, and enable DISCOMs to invest in a 

modern, resilient, and sustainable electricity grid. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Explain the difference between the Average Cost of Supply (ACS) and the Annual Revenue Requirement (ARR). Why does 

the ACS-ARR gap persist in India’s electricity distribution sector? (150 words) 

 



                        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 

Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context : 

The Supreme Court’s suomotu intervention in the case of cadets boarded out of military academies due to training-related 

disabilities marks a watershed moment in recognising the sacrifices of India’s future soldiers. For long, these young cadets — 

who put their lives and limbs on the line during rigorous training — have been denied adequate medical and financial support, 

leaving them and their families in distress. The Court’s proactive role underscores the importance of empathy and flexibility in 

governance, especially in matters concerning the armed forces. 

Core Issues Highlighted 

1. Rigid Rules vs. Human Suffering 

o Existing pension and compensation frameworks often fail to account for exceptional cases, as seen in the 1989 incident 

of the expectant widow of an IAF pilot. 

GS. Paper 04 -Ethics 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:“You are a senior officer in the Ministry of Defence tasked with handling 

cases related to compensation and welfare of cadets and soldiers injured during training or operations. 

Recently, a group of cadets who were boarded out of military academies due to severe training injuries 

approached your office. They have been struggling financially as existing rules do not grant them the 

same medical and pensionary benefits as ex-servicemen. 

The cadets and their families argue that they were injured while preparing to serve the nation, and 

therefore deserve the same dignity and support as serving soldiers. However, the bureaucracy cites that 

“rules are rules” and no such provision exists in current regulations. 

At the same time, the media has taken up the issue and the Supreme Court has initiated suomotu 

proceedings, directing reforms and equal treatment for disabled cadets. You are under pressure to draft a 

policy note for your Ministry that balances fairness, legal constraints, financial implications, and morale 

of the armed forces. 

 

Questions 

 

 1. Identify the ethical issues involved in this case. 

 2. What values should guide your decision-making as a civil servant in this scenario? 

 3. Analyse the conflict between rigidity of rules and humanitarian considerations in this case. 

 4. Suggest a framework/policy solution that ensures justice for injured cadets while balancing 

administrative and financial constraints. 

 5. If you were in charge, how would you ensure that bureaucratic apathy does not lead to such injustices 

in future? 
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o The bureaucracy tends to cite “rules are rules,” leading to 

delays or denials of support until ad hoc interventions are made. 

2. Ad-hocism in Relief Measures 

o Instances such as the Siachen crash, where relief was possible only due to the intervention of a sympathetic Governor 

and Defence Ministers, reveal that justice often depends on individual goodwill rather than systemic mechanisms. 

3. The Bureaucratic Mindset 

o Despite repeated media reports on disabled cadets, bureaucratic inertia persisted for years. 

o The military’s unique risks are often not internalised by civilian structures, leading to indifference towards soldiers’ 

hardships. 

Significance of the Supreme Court’s Intervention 

 By equating the benefits of disabled cadets with ex-servicemen, the Court has closed a long-standing gap in justice. 

 This intervention highlights the judiciary’s role as a protector of equity and fairness when the executive falters. 

 It also sends a strong signal to the bureaucracy that rigidity cannot override empathy when national security and 

soldiers’ welfare are concerned. 

Way Forward 

1. Policy Reform 

o The government must institutionalise flexible frameworks for compensation and rehabilitation of disabled 

cadets and personnel, avoiding case-by-case exceptions. 

2. Bureaucratic Sensitisation 

o Exposure visits, like George Fernandes’ initiative of sending officials to Siachen, should be revived to instil 

empathy in decision-making. 

3. Judicial Oversight and Accountability 

o The judiciary must continue to question bureaucratic inaction in cases concerning soldiers’ welfare. 

4. Moral Responsibility of the State 

o Drawing from Chanakya’s maxim, the State must ensure that soldiers and cadets never have to demand their 

dues — support should be automatic and dignified. 

Conclusion 

The Supreme Court’s intervention has rekindled hope for justice for disabled cadets, but it also exposes systemic flaws in India’s 

approach to military welfare. A nation that expects supreme sacrifice from its soldiers cannot afford bureaucratic apathy or rigid 

application of rules. To uphold the moral sanctity of governance and national security, India must adopt a framework rooted in 

empathy, flexibility, and proactive care for those who serve. 
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