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Page 01:GS 2 : International Relations 

India’s aspiration to become the third-largest economy is tied not only to domestic reforms but also to its strategic economic 

partnerships. Against the backdrop of U.S. tariff pressures and criticism from former U.S. President Donald Trump, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s remarks at the India-Japan Economic Forum in Tokyo underline India’s efforts to position itself as a hub for 

global capital and a reliable partner for the Global South. Japan’s commitment of ¥10 trillion private investment (approx. $65 

billion) over the next decade adds weight to this vision. 

Key Highlights and Analysis 

1. India’s Economic Positioning 

o India is currently the fifth-largest economy (~$4.19 trillion 

GDP, IMF 2025 estimates). 

o With sustained growth rates (6–7%), India is expected to 

surpass Germany and Japan in the coming decade. 

o Modi’s pitch to Japanese investors signals India’s attempt to 

reduce dependency on Western markets amid U.S. 

protectionism. 

2. India-Japan Economic Synergy 

o Japanese investment: $40 billion cumulative, with $13 billion 

in the last two years. 

o Japan views India as the most promising destination (as per 

JBIC & JETRO surveys). 

o Key collaboration areas: auto sector (already strong), now 

extended to semiconductors, robotics, green energy, 

shipbuilding, and critical minerals. 

3. Geopolitical Context 

o Trump’s remarks on India’s “dead economy” highlight 

strategic tensions with the U.S. over tariffs and Russian oil 

imports. 

o Japan’s reassurance strengthens India’s position within the 

Indo-Pacific framework and diversifies its economic risks. 

o Launch of the India-Japan AI Initiative and Economic 

Security Initiative reflects a broader alignment on supply 

chain resilience and technological independence—both 

crucial for reducing Chinese dominance. 

4. People-to-People & SME Cooperation 

o Exchange of five lakh professionals/students in five years will 

deepen cultural and economic links. 

o Launch of the SME Forum enhances grassroots-level 

industrial cooperation, vital for employment and innovation. 

5. Green Energy & Sustainability 
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o Joint Credit Mechanism for financing green energy projects 

supports India’s Net Zero by 2070 target. 

o Japan’s expertise in nuclear and clean energy can help India balance industrial growth with sustainability. 

India–Japan Relations: 

o Strategic and Global Partnership (2006), Special Strategic & Global Partnership (2014). 

o Civil Nuclear Agreement (2016) → India is the only non-NPT country with such a pact with Japan. 

o Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) signed in 2011 → boosts trade & investment. 

 Economic Ties: 

o Japan is the 5th largest investor in India (DPIIT). 

o Major projects: Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC), Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail. 

 Geopolitical Platforms: 

o Both are part of QUAD, G20, Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF), East Asia Summit, ASEAN+6. 

o Cooperation in Indo-Pacific for supply chain resilience and maritime security. 

 India’s Economic Target: 

o Currently 5th largest economy (~$4.2 trillion GDP, IMF 2025). 

o Aspiration: $5 trillion economy (near-term) and 3rd largest economy by 2030. 

Conclusion 

India’s strategic pivot towards Japan underlines its vision of becoming a reliable global economic hub and achieving the status 

of the world’s third-largest economy. While U.S. tariff actions and global uncertainties remain challenges, Japan’s long-term 

investment commitment signals trust in India’s economic fundamentals. Going forward, effective implementation of bilateral 

initiatives in green energy, supply chain resilience, and advanced technology sectors will be crucial for translating this 

partnership into tangible outcomes. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: India’s growing economic partnership with Japan reflects both opportunity and necessity in the current global scenario. 

Discuss the significance of India-Japan economic cooperation in the context of India’s aspiration to become the world’s third-

largest economy.(250 Words) 
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Page 02:Prelims News 

The rediscovery of the dragonfly species Crocothemiserythraea in the high-altitude regions of the southern Western Ghats has 

ecological and evolutionary significance. Misidentified earlier as C. servilia, its confirmed presence highlights the rich biodiversity 

of the Ghats and the importance of sustained field surveys. 

Key News Points  

1. Species rediscovered: 

Crocothemiserythraea, an elusive 

dragonfly species, previously overlooked due 

to resemblance with C. servilia. 

2. Habitat: High-altitude Western Ghats 

(Munnar, Kerala); globally known from 

Europe, Asia, Himalayas. 

3. Evolutionary significance: Entered southern India 

during the Pleistocene Ice Age, when 

cooler climates allowed temperate fauna to 

expand southward. 

4. Research: Confirmed after multiple 

expeditions (2019–2023); published in 

International Journal of Odonatology. 

5. Biodiversity Significance: Proves that 

Western Ghats host both C. servilia 

(lowland species) and C. erythraea (high-

altitude species). 

Static Linkages 

 Odonata order: Includes dragonflies and damselflies → important bioindicators of freshwater ecosystem health. 

 Western Ghats: 

o UNESCO World Heritage Site, one of 8 “hottest hotspots” of biodiversity. 

o Habitat for many endemic species (plants, amphibians, insects). 

 Pleistocene Epoch: Geological epoch (2.6 million–11,700 years ago); Ice Age conditions enabled faunal migration and 

species diversification. 

 Conservation Angle: Rediscoveries underline importance of long-term field studies and need to protect fragile high-

altitude ecosystems. 

Conclusion 

The rediscovery of Crocothemiserythraea in the Western Ghats not only corrects earlier taxonomic errors but also reaffirms the 

region’s role as a refuge for ancient lineages shaped by climatic history.  
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Consider the following statements regarding Crocothemiserythraea, recently rediscovered in the Western Ghats: 

1. It belongs to the order Odonata, which includes dragonflies and damselflies. 

2. It is typically found only in lowland areas across South Asia. 

3. Its presence in southern India is linked to faunal migration during the Pleistocene Ice Age. 

4. It was previously misidentified due to its resemblance with Crocothemisservilia. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1, 3 and 4 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: (b)   
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Page : 05 :GS 3 : Indian Economy / Prelims 

Ahead of the upcoming GST Council meeting, eight non-BJP ruled States have demanded an additional cess on sin goods 

(tobacco, cigarettes, gutkha) and luxury items (high-end cars, premium air travel, etc.) over the proposed 40% GST rate. This is to 

safeguard their revenues, as the Centre’s proposed rate rationalisation (merging 12% & 28% slabs into 5% and 18%) could 

reduce States’ GST revenues by 15–20%. 

Key Issues Raised by the States 

1. Revenue Dependence 

o GST contributes ~50% of States’ 

own tax revenues, while for the 

Centre, GST is only ~28% of its tax 

revenue base. 

o States lack alternative buoyant tax 

sources (Centre has corporate tax, 

income tax, customs, excise, 

dividends, surcharges). 

2. Fiscal Stability Concerns 

o Without additional revenue 

safeguards, States fear cutting down 

on developmental & welfare 

expenditure. 

o They seek a 5-year guaranteed 

compensation window, similar to 

the original GST compensation 

period (2017–2022). 

3. Proposed Solution 

o Levy additional cess on sin and luxury goods above 40%. 

o Proceeds to go entirely to States→ discourages harmful consumption & raises revenues. 

o If shortfalls persist, Centre should borrow against future cess collections (like during COVID-19). 

Static Linkages 

 GST Structure: 

o Introduced in 2017 (101st Constitutional Amendment). 

o GST Council (Art. 279A) = Centre (1/3rd votes) + States (2/3rd votes). 

o Compensation Act 2017 → promised 14% annual revenue growth protection for 5 years (till June 2022). 

 Cess Mechanism: 

o Initially, a Compensation Cess was imposed on sin & luxury goods to fund States’ revenue losses. 

o The current demand is essentially a revival of that cess model. 

 Fiscal Federalism: 
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o States often argue against Central dominance in GST, 

since they surrendered their taxation powers. 

o Similar debates arose during COVID-19 when States had to borrow to meet compensation shortfalls. 

Analysis 

 Merits of States’ Proposal: 

o Protects fiscal autonomy and revenue stability of States. 

o Progressive taxation → sin goods consumption discouraged (aligns with public health goals). 

o Reduces dependence on Centre for borrowings. 

 Concerns: 

o Higher cess may encourage smuggling / black market in tobacco, liquor, luxury cars. 

o Could fuel inflation in premium goods/services. 

o Raises questions on GST simplicity→ multiple cesses defeat the “one nation, one tax” idea. 

Conclusion 

The demand for a new cess on sin and luxury goods reflects the tensions in Centre–State fiscal relations under GST. While rate 

rationalisation aims at simplification, States fear fiscal instability without assured compensation. A balanced approach—

combining rationalised rates with selective cess and a time-bound compensation framework—could safeguard States’ fiscal 

space while maintaining the integrity of GST. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques :The term “sin goods” in the context of GST generally refers to: 

A. Goods that have high production cost but low consumer demand 

B. Goods that are exempted from GST but attract excise duty 

C. Goods whose consumption is socially undesirable and hence taxed at higher rates 

D. Goods which are imported and attract both customs and GST 

Ans : (b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques :The demand for a new cess on sin and luxury goods by States highlights the continuing tensions in India’s GST 

framework. Critically analyse in the context of fiscal federalism. (150 Words) 
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Page 05 :GS 3 : Science & Technology / Prelims 

The Department of Biotechnology’s Biocare Programme, launched in 2011 under the Ministry of Science and Technology, is 

aimed at supporting unemployed women scientists in life sciences by providing them extramural research grants and salaries. 

Recently, 75 women researchers selected in March 2024 are still awaiting fund disbursal even after five months, raising concerns 

about systemic inefficiencies. 

Key Issues in the News: 

1. Delay in Fund Release: 

o Selected women scientists have not received 

sanction letters or funds, halting their projects. 

o Many quit other opportunities (including 

international post-docs) since the scheme 

prohibits availing funds from parallel projects. 

2. Administrative Bottlenecks: 

o Ministry sources cite a change in fund disbursal 

policy (Nov 2024) as the reason for the delay. 

o Lack of communication from DBT has further 

worsened uncertainty. 

3. Impact: 

o Career setbacks for promising women scientists. 

o Wastage of human resource potential in a field 

where gender disparity already exists. 

o Undermines India’s larger goals of boosting R&D 

and achieving gender inclusivity in science. 

Background  

 Biocare Programme (2011): Provides ₹60 lakh 

over 3 years, including ₹75,000 monthly salary, to 

unemployed women scientists for independent 

projects. 

 Women in Science – Challenges: 

o India has only 16.6% women researchers (UNESCO, 2023). 

o Issues: career breaks (marriage, childcare), lack of mentorship, and glass ceiling. 

 Government Schemes: 

o KIRAN (Knowledge Involvement in Research Advancement through Nurturing) by DST. 

o Women Scientist Scheme (WOS-A, B, C). 

o SERB-POWER Scheme for promoting women in science. 
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Conclusion: 

The delay in fund release for Biocare reflects deeper governance challenges in scientific administration. While India aspires to be 

a global R&D hub, bureaucratic inertia risks discouraging women from pursuing scientific careers. Timely disbursal, transparent 

communication, and smoother policy transitions are essential to safeguard women scientists’ careers and strengthen India’s 

innovation ecosystem. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to Women in Science in India, consider the following: 

1. Women constitute less than 20% of researchers in India. 

2. The KIRAN Scheme and SERB-POWER are initiatives to promote women in research and development. 

3. The BiocareProgramme is implemented by the Department of Science and Technology. 

Which of the statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans : a) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: India aims to become a global R&D hub, yet systemic issues continue to discourage women scientists. Critically analyse 

the effectiveness of government schemes for women in science and suggest measures for improvement.(150 Words) 
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Page 06 :GS 2 : Governance 

Every year, nearly 70 lakh Indian students appear for entrance exams like JEE, NEET, CUET, and CLAT. With limited seats and 

massive competition, this system has fuelled a multi-crore coaching industry and created an unhealthy academic environment. 

Recent controversies around coaching centres and rising student suicides underline the urgent need to rethink India’s 

admissions framework. 

 

Core Issues in the Current System: 

1. Coaching Dependency & Inequality 

o IIT-JEE coaching fees reach ₹6–7 lakh, favouring urban, wealthy families. 

o Creates a false meritocracy while sidelining capable but underprivileged students. 

2. Psychological & Social Impact 

o Stress, alienation, and student suicides due to relentless competition. 

o Loss of adolescence and holistic development. 

3. Distorted Merit & Limited Capacity 

o Difference between 91% vs. 97% in boards or 99.8 vs. 99.9 percentile in JEE is exaggerated. 

o 15 lakh aspirants compete for ~18,000 IIT seats → structural inequality. 

4. Policy Failures 
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o Overemphasis on entrance exams undermines Class 12 

boards. 

o Lack of regulation allowed disorderly coaching expansion. 

Global Models & Alternatives: 

 Netherlands: Weighted lottery in medical admissions; higher grades improve odds but all eligible students get fair 

chance. 

 China (2021): “Double reduction policy” banned for-profit school tutoring to reduce pressure and inequality. 

 Michael Sandel’s critique: Excessive meritocracy ignores privilege and luck; calls for fairer systems like lotteries. 

Way Forward: 

 Replace high-stakes entrance exams with board-based eligibility + weighted lottery system, incorporating reservation 

and diversity safeguards. 

 50% IIT seats reserved for rural/government school students to bridge inequality. 

 If exams remain, coaching must be nationalised or made free online to ensure equity. 

 Promote exchange programmes across IITs to break hierarchy and ensure uniform standards. 

Conclusion: 

India’s current entrance exam system fuels stress, inequity, and unhealthy competition, privileging wealth over talent. A lottery-

based admissions model, combined with robust school education and social equity safeguards, could detoxify the system. The 

choice is stark: continue the toxic rat race or build a fairer, more humane path for India’s youth. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: India’s entrance examination system perpetuates inequality and undermines holistic education.” Critically examine. (150 

words) 
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Page : 06 Editorial Analysis 

 

 

 

 

Context : 

Energy security has always been a critical pillar of national power. For India, which imports over 85% of its crude oil and more 

than 50% of its natural gas, dependence on external suppliers is not merely an economic statistic but a national risk. The 

GS. Paper 03-Indian Economy 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:Energy sovereignty is the new oil.” In the context of India’s high dependence on 

crude oil and natural gas imports, critically analyse the need for an energy sovereignty doctrine.(150 words)  
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editorial underlines that in a world marked by geopolitical flashpoints 

— from the Russia-Ukraine war to West Asian tensions — energy sovereignty has emerged as the new “oil” of power politics. It 

argues that India must pursue a doctrine of energy sovereignty, blending realism with transition, to secure its future. 

Key Issues Highlighted 

1. High Import Dependence 

o Crude oil & natural gas together cost India nearly $170 billion in FY 2023-24 (about one-fourth of total imports). 

o This burden worsens the trade deficit, pressures the rupee, and weakens macroeconomic stability. 

2. Geopolitical Volatility 

o Russian oil now supplies 35–40% of India’s crude imports, creating vulnerability to over-reliance. 

o Events such as potential Israel-Iran conflict or earlier Russia-Ukraine war show how quickly energy supplies can 

become weapons of geopolitics. 

3. Lessons from Global Flashpoints 

o 1973 Oil Embargo: Triggered diversification and creation of strategic reserves. 

o 2011 Fukushima Disaster: Raised doubts on nuclear but highlighted need for zero-carbon dispatchable energy. 

o 2021 Texas Freeze: Stressed resilience over cost-efficiency in energy systems. 

o 2022 Russia-Ukraine War: Exposed dangers of single-sourcing. 

o 2025 Iberian Blackout: Showed risks of over-dependence on intermittent renewables without backup. 

These moments show that energy policy shifts usually follow crises, but India has the chance to act by foresight, not 

by force. 

4. Fossil Fuel Reality 

o Despite climate goals, fossil fuels still meet 80%+ of global energy demand. 

o Renewables are scaling up but remain below 10% share. 

o Falling oil & gas investments + rising demand = structurally tight supply → high vulnerability to shocks. 

India’s Energy Sovereignty Doctrine – Five Pillars Proposed 

1. Coal Gasification 

o India’s 150+ billion tonnes of coal reserves must be converted into syngas, hydrogen, methanol, fertilizers. 

o Use carbon capture& technology to overcome high-ash barrier. 

2. Biofuels & Rural Empowerment 

o Ethanol blending has already transferred ₹92,000+ crore to farmers and saved forex. 

o SATAT scheme: compressed biogas plants generating clean fuel & bio-manure → improves soil carbon, water 

retention. 

o Represents a link between energy security + farmer income + soil health. 

3. Nuclear Energy 

o Current capacity stagnant at 8.8 GW. 

o Must revive thorium road map, expand uranium partnerships, develop Small Modular Reactors (SMRs). 

o Nuclear is crucial for providing zero-carbon baseload power in a renewable-dominated grid. 

4. Green Hydrogen 

o Target: 5 MMT by 2030. 
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o Need to localiseelectrolyser manufacturing, catalyst 

technology & storage. 

o Goal is not just “green hydrogen” but sovereign hydrogen supply chains. 

5. Pumped Hydro Storage 

o Provides grid inertia & stability to balance solar/wind fluctuations. 

o India’s topography offers natural scope → long-term reliable storage backbone. 

Critical Analysis 

 Strength of Argument: The article rightly stresses energy realism — transitions are pathways, not overnight switches. 

Dependence on imports is not just an economic issue but a strategic vulnerability. 

 Policy Relevance: It aligns with India’s existing efforts — ethanol blending, National Green Hydrogen Mission, strategic 

oil reserves, and renewable targets. Yet, it insists on diversifying sources and technologies rather than depending 

excessively on one fuel or partner. 

 Challenges in Implementation: 

o Financing & Technology Gaps in nuclear & hydrogen. 

o Land & Environment Issues in pumped hydro. 

o Farm-level adoption hurdles in biofuels & CBG. 

o Global climate negotiations may constrain fossil-fuel-based options like coal gasification. 

Conclusion 

The editorial makes a compelling case that energy sovereignty is the new currency of national security. India’s dependence on 

external oil and gas in a geopolitically unstable world creates unacceptable vulnerabilities. The five-pillar strategy — coal 

gasification, biofuels, nuclear, green hydrogen, and pumped hydro — represents not a retreat from transition but its sovereign 

backbone. 
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