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Page 04:GS 3 : Environment / Prelims 

The Southwest Monsoon (June–September) is the lifeline of India’s agrarian economy, contributing about 75% of annual 

rainfall. In 2025, India received 8% above normal monsoon rainfall, the 5th highest since 2001 and the 38th highest since 

1901, according to the India Meteorological Department (IMD). 

 

Current Context 

 Overall Monsoon (2025): 

o Total rainfall: 93.7 cm (8% above normal). 

o Timeline: Advanced early (May 24 in Kerala, normal June 1) and covered entire India by June 29. 

 Regional Distribution: 

o Northwest India: +27% (highest since 2001, 6th highest since 1901; 74.79 cm). 

o Central India: +15%. 

o South Peninsula: +10%. 

o East & Northeast India: Deficit (80% of normal, 2nd lowest since 1901; 108.9 cm). 

 Monthly Rainfall: 

o June: +9% 

o July: +5% 

o August: +5% 

o September: +15% 

 Storms/Depressions: 

o 7 monsoon depressions (Arabian Sea + Bay of Bengal), 1 deep depression. 

o Lasted 69 days vs normal 55 days, extending heavy rain spells. 
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 Impact: 

o Positive: Higher reservoir storage → agriculture support. 

o Negative: Flooding, landslides, loss of lives and property in North & South India. 

Static Context  

1. Monsoon Mechanism: 

o Driven by differential heating of land and sea + Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ) + Somali Jet + 

Monsoon trough. 

o Onset usually June 1 (Kerala); withdrawal begins from Rajasthan in Sept–Oct. 

2. Associated Climatic Factors: 

o La Niña (cooling in Pacific): Usually strengthens monsoon/rains. 

o El Niño (warming):Generally weakens Indian monsoon. 

o Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD): Positive phase enhances rainfall. 

3. Significance for India: 

o ~50% of workforce dependent on monsoon-driven agriculture. 

o Impacts GDP growth, food inflation, hydropower, and water security. 

Implications  

1. Economic: 

 Good rainfall → better Kharif production (rice, pulses, coarse cereals). 

 Boosts reservoirs & groundwater recharge aiding Rabi crops. 

 Supports hydropower generation. 

2. Social & Environmental: 

 Floods in North India show vulnerability of urban planning & river basin management. 

 Deficit in NE India raises concerns over tea production, shifting cultivation, and biodiversity. 

3. Strategic & Climatic: 

 Early onset and extended depressions indicate changing monsoon patterns under climate change. 

 Raises policy demand for disaster preparedness, climate-resilient agriculture, and early warning systems. 

Conclusion 

The 2025 monsoon brought above-normal rainfall nationally, boosting agriculture and water storage but exposing India’s 

flood-vulnerability and regional imbalances. With climate variability (La Niña, IOD, global warming) influencing monsoons, 

India needs to prioritize climate-adaptive farming, flood management, and hydrological planning. The challenge is to 

convert rainfall abundance into resilience, ensuring both food security and disaster preparedness. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Which of the following correctly describes the difference between El Niño and La Niña? 

(a) El Niño is warming of Pacific Ocean waters, while La Niña is abnormal cooling. 

(b) El Niño strengthens the Indian monsoon, while La Niña weakens it. 

(c) Both El Niño and La Niña lead to identical climatic impacts in India. 

(d) El Niño and La Niña are unrelated to the ENSO (El Niño–Southern Oscillation) cycle. 

Ans: a)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: Explain how climatic phenomena like La Niña, Mediterranean-origin storms, and monsoon depressions influence the 

spatial and temporal distribution of rainfall in India. (250 Words) 
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Page 06 :GS 2 : Governance / Prelims 

India has one of the highest rates of road fatalities in the world. The latest NCRB (National Crime Records Bureau) data for 

2023 highlights the persistence of this crisis: over 1.73 lakh deaths and 4.47 lakh injuries in 4.64 lakh road accidents. Despite 

policy efforts like the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 2019 and road safety campaigns, fatalities have increased by 1.6% 

compared to 2022. 

Key Findings (Current Context) 

 Total Accidents (2023): 4,64,029 (17,261 more than 2022). 

 Fatalities: 1,73,826 deaths (↑ 1.6% from 1,71,100 in 2022). 

 Injuries: 4.47 lakh. 

Victim Categories: 

 Two-wheeler riders: 79,533 deaths (45.8% of total fatalities). 

 Pedestrians: 27,586 (15.9%). 

 SUVs/Cars/Jeeps: 24,776 (14.3%). 

State-wise Trends: 

 Tamil Nadu (11,490) and Uttar Pradesh (8,370) reported most two-wheeler 

deaths. 

 Uttar Pradesh accounted for 19.2% of SUV/Car deaths and 29.9% of truck-

related deaths. 

Time of Accidents: 

 20.7% occurred between 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. 

Causes of Fatal Accidents: 

 Speeding: 58.6% (1,01,841 deaths). 

 Dangerous/ careless driving & overtaking: 23.6% (41,035 deaths). 

 Other causes: Alcohol/drugs, poor weather, animal crossing (4,952 deaths). 

Road Categories: 

 National Highways: 34.6% of deaths. 

 State Highways: 23.4%. 
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Static Context 

 NCRB: Under the Ministry of Home Affairs, collects and publishes crime and accident statistics annually. 

 Road Safety in India: 

o Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 2019: Stricter penalties, protection for Good Samaritans, electronic 

enforcement. 

o National Road Safety Policy (2010): Comprehensive framework for road safety. 

o Brasilia Declaration (2015): India committed to reduce road accident deaths by 50% by 2030 (aligned with UN 

SDG 3.6). 

o UN Decade of Action for Road Safety (2021–2030): Global goal to prevent 50% of road traffic deaths and 

injuries. 

Implications  

1. Economic: 

 Road accidents cost India 3–5% of GDP annually (World Bank estimate). 

 High healthcare burden and productivity loss. 

2. Social: 

 Disproportionately affects youth and working population, reducing demographic dividend. 

 Two-wheeler and pedestrian deaths highlight urban planning and enforcement gaps. 

3. Governance & Policy: 

 Weak traffic enforcement, lack of lane discipline, inadequate road engineering. 

 Slow adoption of Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) and road safety audits. 

Way Forward 

1. Engineering Solutions: Safer road design, better lighting, pedestrian zones, strict highway audits. 

2. Enforcement: Strict action on speeding, helmets, seatbelts, and drunk driving. 

3. Education & Awareness: Behavioral campaigns (like Sadak Suraksha Abhiyan). 

4. Emergency Response: Faster trauma care and accident reporting systems. 

5. Technology: Use of AI-based monitoring, speed cameras, and GPS-enabled enforcement. 

6. Institutional Mechanism: Strengthen National Road Safety Council and empower states with funds and technology. 

Conclusion 

The NCRB data for 2023 underscores India’s continuing road safety crisis, where speeding and reckless driving remain the 

prime killers. With nearly half the victims being two-wheeler riders, the issue highlights gaps in urban transport planning, 

enforcement, and awareness. To meet the SDG target of halving road deaths by 2030, India needs a multi-pronged 

strategy combining enforcement, engineering, education, and emergency care. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Which State reported the highest number of deaths in two-wheeler accidents in 2023? 

(a) Uttar Pradesh 

(b) Tamil Nadu 

(c) Maharashtra 

(d) Rajasthan 

Ans: (b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques:Road safety in India is not only a traffic management issue but also a matter of public health and governance. Critically 

analyze with reference to the NCRB 2023 data. (150 Words) 
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Page 06 :GS 1 & 2 : Social Issues and Governance/ Prelims 

Farmer suicides remain a pressing socio-economic issue in India, reflecting distress in the agrarian sector due to debt, crop 

failures, and policy gaps. According to the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 2023 report, a total of 10,786 farmers 

and agricultural workers committed suicide, accounting for 6.3% of total suicides in the country. 

 

Current Context 
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 State-wise distribution: 

o Maharashtra: 38.5% of farmer suicides; primarily in Marathwada and Vidarbha (cotton and soybean belts). 

o Karnataka: 22.5% of suicides. 

o Other notable states: Andhra Pradesh (8.6%), Madhya Pradesh (7.2%), Tamil Nadu (5.9%). 

o Zero reported suicides: West Bengal, Bihar, Odisha, Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, 

Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura, Chandigarh, Delhi, Lakshadweep. 

 Gender and category: 

o Farmers/cultivators: 4,690 (4,553 male, 137 female) 

o Agricultural workers: 6,096 (5,433 male, 663 female) 

 Policy concerns: 

o Farmers’ organizations criticize GST, import duty waivers on cotton, and Free Trade Agreements for 

exacerbating distress. 

o Cotton and soybean belts are especially vulnerable to global price fluctuations and trade pressures. 

 Support measures:TeleMANAS helpline (14416) available for counseling of distressed farmers. 

Static Context  

1. Farmer Suicides in India: 

o Linked to agrarian distress, debt burden, crop failure, and market volatility. 

o NCRB collects suicide data annually; includes farmers, agricultural laborers, and other categories. 

2. Regions prone to farmer distress: 

o Cotton belt:Marathwada, Vidarbha, Telangana, parts of Karnataka. 

o Soybean belt: Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka. 

3. Government schemes for farmer welfare: 

o PM-KISAN: Income support to farmers. 

o MSP (Minimum Support Price) for select crops. 

o Pradhan MantriFasalBimaYojana (PMFBY): Crop insurance. 

o Debt relief and loan waivers in some states. 

Implications 

1. Economic: 

 Rising farmer suicides indicate systemic agrarian crisis and unsustainable rural livelihoods. 

 Vulnerability to global commodity prices (e.g., cotton imports) affects domestic agriculture. 

2. Social: 

 Mental health crisis among farmers and rural distress. 

 Gender disparity visible; female suicides lower but still significant. 

3. Policy & Governance: 

 Need for market reforms, price stabilization, and crop diversification. 
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 Strengthen agri-insurance, rural credit systems, and mental 

health counseling. 

 Importance of monitoring Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) for their impact on domestic agriculture. 

Conclusion 

The NCRB data underscores the continuing agrarian distress in India, especially in cotton and soybean belts. While 

government schemes provide partial relief, sustainable solutions require policy reforms addressing income security, price 

volatility, and access to credit, along with mental health support. Farmer suicides are a structural challenge and reflect the 

urgent need for holistic agrarian reforms to safeguard rural livelihoods. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Consider the following statements regarding farmer suicides in India in 2023 (NCRB data): 

1. Maharashtra reported the highest number of farmer suicides in 2023. 

2. Andhra Pradesh accounted for more than 10% of total farmer suicides in 2023. 

3. Cotton and soybean belts are among the regions most affected by farmer suicides. 

4. West Bengal and Bihar reported zero farmer suicides in 2023. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A) 1, 2, and 3 only 

B) 1, 3, and 4 only 

C) 2, 3, and 4 only 

D) 1, 2, 3, and 4  

Ans: (b)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Critically examine the continuing farmer suicide crisis in India in the context of global trade policies and domestic 

agricultural reforms. How can the government address systemic agrarian distress?(150 Words) 
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Page : 09: GS 2 & 3 : Social Justice and Indian Economy   

The Female Labour Force Participation Rate (FLFPR) measures the share of women who are employed or actively seeking 

employment. A rising FLFPR is often interpreted as a sign of greater gender equality and economic dynamism. In India, FLFPR 

fell from 31.2% in 2011-12 to 23.3% in 2017-18, before rising sharply to 41.7% in 2023-24. At first glance, this appears 

encouraging; however, a closer examination of employment types and earnings reveals structural vulnerabilities. 

 

Current Context 
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1. Employment Categories in India: 

o Self-employed / Own-account workers and employers 

o Regular salaried employees 

o Casual workers 

Despite the rise in FLFPR, real earnings have declined for all categories except casual workers, highlighting insecure 

and low-paid employment. 

2. Sectoral Distribution: 

o Rural women employed in agriculture increased from 71.1% (2018-19) to 76.9% (2023-24). 

o Their presence in secondary (industry) and tertiary (services) sectors declined. 

3. Unpaid Work & Household Enterprises: 

o Many women are engaged in unpaid domestic labour or as helpers in household enterprises, which inflate 

FLFPR without improving economic security. 

o Decline in women reporting domestic duties (57.8% → 35.7%) largely translated into self-employment or 

unpaid helper roles rather than wage employment. 

4. Income Implications: 

o Real earnings for self-employed women have fallen, meaning the rise in FLFPR does not correspond to better 

financial security. 

Static Context  

 FLFPR: Share of women aged 15+ employed or actively seeking work. 

 Labour force participation trend in India: Historically low for women due to cultural norms, unpaid domestic work, 

and limited formal employment opportunities. 

 Rural Employment: Dominated by agriculture and informal self-employment; wage employment for women remains 

limited. 

Implications  

1. Economic: 

o Rise in FLFPR does not guarantee improved earnings or economic empowerment. 

o Informal and unpaid work continues to dominate female employment, highlighting vulnerability in rural 

labour markets. 

2. Social: 

o Structural barriers like domestic responsibilities and gendered work division continue to limit women’s 

participation in formal employment. 

o Women’s economic contribution is often underestimated due to unpaid roles. 

3. Policy & Governance: 

o Need to promote formal wage employment for women. 

o Skill development programs must target rural women to facilitate transitions into secondary and tertiary 

sectors. 
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o Social security, maternity benefits, and labor law 

reforms can protect women in self-employment and informal sectors. 

Conclusion 

The recent rise in India’s FLFPR is misleading if interpreted as women’s empowerment, as it is largely driven by unpaid 

household work and self-employment with declining earnings. To ensure gender-inclusive economic growth, policies 

must focus on formal employment opportunities, fair wages, and social protection, rather than merely counting women in 

the labour force. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques :What is the Female Labour Force Participation Rate (FLFPR)? 

A) Percentage of women aged 15+ employed or actively seeking work 

B) Percentage of women aged 15+ employed in agriculture only 

C) Percentage of women earning more than the minimum wage 

D) Percentage of women enrolled in vocational training programs 

Ans: a) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques:The rise in female labour force participation rate (FLFPR) in India has not translated into better earnings or secure 

employment for women. Critically analyze the factors behind this trend and suggest policy measures to ensure meaningful 

economic empowerment of women in rural India.(150 Words) 
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Page 12 :GS 3: Indian Economy/ Prelims 

Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) play a crucial role in India’s capital markets, contributing to market liquidity, investment 

flows, and valuations. In September 2025, FPIs withdrew ₹23,885 crore from 

Indian equities, marking the third consecutive month of net outflows. 

Between January and September 2025, cumulative FPI outflows amounted to 

₹1.54 lakh crore, exceeding the previous year’s outflows. 

Current Context 

1. FPI Investment Trend: 

o Calendar Year 2025: 

 January: Net inflow of ₹78,000 crore 

 February–March: Outflows 

 April–June: Moderate inflows 

 July–September: Consecutive outflows 

o Calendar Year 2024: Highest outflow in October at ₹94,000 

crore; net inflow as of September 2024 was ₹1 lakh crore. 

2. Reasons for Outflows: 

o Global factors: 

 Increasing U.S. tariffs on pharmaceuticals 

 H1-B visa fee hike affecting sentiment 

 Rising Chinese allocation in global emerging market 

funds (from 21% in Sept 2024 → 28.8% in 2025) 

o Domestic factors: 

 Dull corporate earnings for multiple quarters 

 High valuations of Indian equities 

 Rupee depreciation reducing dollar returns 

3. Impact on Domestic Markets: 

o Nifty50 declined 4.6% YoY to 24,611 points in September 2025. 

o Volatility in FPI flows affects market confidence and capital availability. 

Static Context  

1. Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI): 

o Investment by foreign investors in Indian stocks and bonds without direct management control. 

o Contrast with FDI (Foreign Direct Investment), which involves ownership and control. 

 

2. Importance of FPIs: 

o Provides liquidity and depth to equity markets. 
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o Influences stock market valuations. 

o Acts as a signal of foreign investor confidence in India’s macroeconomic stability. 

3. Emerging Market Funds (GEM Funds): 

o Actively managed funds investing in equities of developing economies. 

o Allocation shifts among India, China, etc., affect capital flows and market sentiment. 

Implications 

1. Economic & Financial: 

o Large FPI outflows may increase market volatility and affect equity financing. 

o Weak FPI sentiment can impact foreign exchange reserves and the rupee. 

o Domestic investors may need to compensate for shortfall in capital inflows. 

2. Policy & Governance: 

o Requires monitoring capital flow stability through RBI and SEBI measures. 

o Highlight the importance of structural reforms to attract long-term foreign investment. 

o Policies affecting tariffs, corporate governance, and investment climate can alter FPI inflows. 

3. Global Context: 

o Global fund rotation from India to China reflects geopolitical and economic shifts. 

o US-China competition in technology (AI) and trade policies influences emerging market allocations. 

Conclusion 

The third consecutive month of FPI outflows signals caution among foreign investors regarding India’s equity markets. While 

India remains an attractive emerging market, challenges such as high valuations, dull earnings, currency depreciation, and 

global trade tensions contribute to volatility. Sustained reforms in corporate governance, trade policy, and market transparency 

are essential to restore confidence and ensure long-term investment stability. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques:Which of the following statements is correct? 

A) FPIs involve direct management control of companies 

B) FPIs provide liquidity to the stock market  

C) FDI refers to short-term portfolio investments 

D) FPIs are not affected by global fund allocation trends 

Ans : b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques:Critically examine the role of FPIs in India’s capital markets. Should India focus more on FDI than FPI for sustainable 

economic growth? (150 Words) 
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Page : 09 Editorial Analysis 

 

 

 

GS. Paper 01 &  02–Social Issues and Governance 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:Evaluate the effectiveness of multi-sectoral approaches in promoting girls’ 

education in India.(150 Words) 
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Context : 

Girls’ education in India has witnessed a dramatic transformation over the past two decades, moving from marginalisation 

and social neglect to a structured, policy-driven focus. Once questioned by the adage, “Betipadhegitohkyakaregi?” the country 

has made substantial progress in literacy, survival, and participation of girls in education, signalling broader social and 

demographic change. 

Current Context 

1. Historical Backdrop: 

o Traditional societal norms limited girls’ education, especially in rural areas. 

o Early 20th-century reforms (e.g., under Gaekwad dynasty) incentivized female education, laying groundwork for 

later progress. 

2. Gujarat Model – KanyaKelavani (2003 onwards): 

o Tackled female foeticide and girls’ illiteracy through awareness, incentives, and infrastructure, including 

separate toilets for girls. 

o Outcomes: 

 Female literacy in Gujarat rose to 70%, above national average (64%). 

 School dropout rates among girls fell by up to 90% in targeted districts. 

o Public involvement: PM Modi personally auctioned gifts and contributed funds, creating a public movement 

for girls’ education. 

3. National Scaling – BetiBachao, BetiPadhao (BBBP, 2015): 

o Goals: Prevent female foeticide and promote education of girls. 

o Targeted gender-critical districts, coordinated across Women & Child Development, Health, and Education 

Ministries. 

o Outcomes: 

 Sex ratio at birth improved from 919 girls/1,000 boys (2015-16) to 929 (2019-21). 

 Awareness campaigns influenced communities to delay early marriage and send girls to school. 

4. Ripple Effects of Girls’ Education: 

o Demographic impact: Total Fertility Rate dropped to 2.0, near replacement level. 

o Health outcomes: Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) for girls fell from 49 (2014) to 33 (2020). 

o Economic participation: Rising female workforce participation in healthcare, education, STEM, and 

entrepreneurship. 

Static Context  

1. Key Schemes and Initiatives: 

o KanyaKelavani (Gujarat) – State-level education push. 

o BetiBachao, BetiPadhao (BBBP) – National initiative for gender equality and education. 

2. Indicators: 
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o Female Literacy Rate, School Dropout Rate, Sex Ratio at Birth, Total Fertility Rate, Female Labour Force 

Participation. 

3. Socio-economic Impact: 

o Educated girls become educated mothers, improving child health, education, and household economic 

outcomes. 

o Education empowers girls to break barriers in leadership, entrepreneurship, and governance. 

Implications  

1. Social: 

o Shifts mindsets around gender roles and female empowerment. 

o Reduces practices like child marriage and female foeticide. 

2. Economic: 

o Higher female literacy and workforce participation contribute to GDP growth. 

o Educated women invest more in children’s education, creating a virtuous cycle of human capital development. 

3. Demographic: 

o Delayed marriage and fewer children reduce fertility rates, improving population quality. 

o Better maternal education improves child health and survival. 

4. Policy & Governance: 

o Multi-sectoral approaches combining awareness, infrastructure, and incentives are effective. 

o Public involvement strengthens accountability and sustainability of programs. 

Conclusion 

India’s transformation in girls’ education is a multi-dimensional achievement. From literacy to health, workforce participation, 

and social empowerment, the positive ripple effects are profound. Programs like KanyaKelavani and BBBP demonstrate that 

policy, leadership, and community engagement together drive systemic change. Educating girls not only uplifts individuals 

but transforms entire communities and society, reinforcing the idea that “when you educate a girl, you save a society.” 
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