
                        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

  

 

 
 

Edition : International Table of Contents 
 Page 03 

Syllabus : Prelims 

India’s UNESCO Ambassador reviews 

conservation works at Ramappa Temple 

Page 07 

Syllabus : GS 3 : Science & Technology / 

Prelims 

‘Publication retractions from India have 

skyrocketed since 2022’ 

Page 08 

Syllabus : GS 2 : Indian Polity / Prelims 

Courts must protect, not regulate free 

speech 

Page 09 

Syllabus : GS 3 : Environment / Prelims 

Are methane emissions in India being 

missed? 

 

Page 13 

Syllabus : GS 3 : Indian Economy/Prelims 

 

Vizag’s cruise traffic: 10,000 and 

counting 

Ship leasing in full sail at GIFT City 

Ports gear up to haul more cargo after a 

good year 

Page 08 : Editorial Analysis 

Syllabus : GS 2 : International Relations 

The right moment to boost India-

Ethiopia ties 

 

 

 

The Hindu Important News Articles & Editorial For UPSC 

CSE 

Monday, 15 Dec, 2025  

 

 

 



                        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 

Page 03 : Prelims  

The visit of India’s Ambassador and Permanent Representative to UNESCO, Mr. Vishal V. Sharma, to the Rudreswara (Ramappa) 

Temple in Telangana highlights India’s sustained engagement with UNESCO-led heritage governance. As a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site since 2021, the Ramappa Temple represents not only India’s rich cultural legacy but also the country’s growing 

leadership role in global heritage conservation and cultural diplomacy. 

 

Key Analysis 

1. Significance of Ramappa Temple 

The Ramappa Temple (13th century), built during the Kakatiya dynasty, is renowned for: 

Advanced engineering techniques, including “floating bricks” 

Distinctive Kakatiya architectural style 

Integration of temple architecture with landscape and water bodies 

Its inscription in 2021 marked India’s 39th World Heritage Site, strengthening India’s cultural footprint globally. 

2. Conservation and Governance 

The visit reviewed preservation efforts by: 
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Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) – technical 

conservation and site management 

State Government of Telangana – local infrastructure, tourism management, and community linkage 

This reflects a multi-level governance model combining central expertise and state-level implementation, aligned with 

UNESCO’s Operational Guidelines. 

3. India’s Rising Role in UNESCO 

Mr. Sharma’s leadership milestones: 

First Indian Chair of the 46th UNESCO World Heritage Committee 

Chair of the 20th Intergovernmental Committee for Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage 

Under his chairmanship: 

Deepavali was inscribed on UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List 

This demonstrates India’s shift from being a heritage claimant to a norm-setter and agenda-shaper in global cultural 

institutions. 

4. Link with Soft Power and Cultural Diplomacy 

Heritage conservation enhances: 

India’s soft power 

Cultural tourism and local livelihoods 

International credibility in multilateral forums 

Hosting UNESCO sessions (e.g., Red Fort, Delhi) reflects India’s capacity in heritage diplomacy and global cultural leadership. 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites in India Recent Updates 

In 2025, six significant sites from India were added to UNESCO’s Tentative List, an essential step before any site can be 

nominated for the prestigious World Heritage status. This inclusion brings the total number of sites on India's tentative list to 62. 

The newly added sites are: 

Kanger Valley National Park (Chhattisgarh): A biodiversity hotspot known for its dense forests and limestone caves, home 

to rare species like the Bastar Hill Myna. 

Mudumal Megalithic Menhirs (Telangana): Ancient standing stone structures dating back to the Iron Age, believed to be 

burial markers or commemorative monuments. 
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Ashokan Edict Sites along the Mauryan Routes: Inscriptions by 

Emperor Ashoka carved on pillars and rocks to propagate Buddhist teachings and ethical governance. 

Chausath Yogini Temples (Multiple States): A series of 64 temples dedicated to the goddess Durga, showcasing unique 

architectural styles across various locations. 

Gupta Temples in North India: Ancient temples from the Gupta period, reflecting the golden age of Indian architecture 

and sculpture. 

Palace-Fortresses of the Bundelas (Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh): Majestic structures blending Rajput and 

Mughal architectural styles, illustrating the grandeur of the Bundela dynasty. 

Conclusion 

The visit of India’s UNESCO Ambassador to Ramappa Temple underscores the evolving paradigm of heritage conservation in 

India—where preservation, diplomacy, and sustainable development converge. It reflects India’s growing confidence and 

credibility in global cultural governance, while reaffirming the importance of safeguarding tangible and intangible heritage as a 

shared legacy of humanity. Going forward, effective conservation coupled with community participation will be crucial to ensure 

that World Heritage Sites remain living symbols of cultural continuity rather than static monuments. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question 

Ques: With reference to the Rudreswara (Ramappa) Temple, consider the following statements: 

1. It was built during the Kakatiya dynasty in the 13th century. 

2. It is known for the use of lightweight “floating bricks” in its construction. 

3. It was India’s first UNESCO World Heritage Site from Telangana. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 
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Page 07 : GS 3 : Science & Technology/ Prelims 

The sharp rise in publication retractions from India since 2022, as highlighted by Achal Agrawal of India Research Watch and 

reported in Nature and The Hindu, brings into focus a systemic crisis of research integrity in Indian academia. With India now 

ranking among the top countries for retracted papers, the issue raises serious concerns about academic ethics, governance of 

higher education, and the unintended consequences of performance-driven evaluation frameworks. 

 

Key Issues and Analysis 

1. Scale and Nature of the Problem 

India ranks second globally in publication retractions since 2022, with both absolute numbers and percentages increasing 

sharply. 
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Misconduct includes: 

Plagiarism and paraphrasing to evade detection 

Fabrication and manipulation of data and images 

Use of generative AI to create fake papers, datasets, and even peer reviews 

Many such papers passed through plagiarism software and peer review without substantive human scrutiny, indicating 

weaknesses in editorial and institutional oversight. 

2. Role of Technology: Double-Edged Sword 

Generative AI has amplified the scale and sophistication of misconduct by: 

Enabling rapid creation of text, data, and images 

Lowering entry barriers for unethical publishing 

Detection tools (plagiarism or AI-detection software) are: 

Inherently unreliable 

Insufficient as legal or academic proof: This exposes the limits of techno-solutionism in safeguarding academic 

integrity. 

3. Regulatory and Institutional Gaps 

UGC plagiarism regulations prescribe minimal penalties, even for high levels of plagiarism, and do not adequately address: 

Data falsification 

Image manipulation 

Paper mills and AI-generated fraud 

Unlike many countries, India lacks a central Research Integrity Office, leaving investigations to individual institutions that 

often face conflicts of interest. 

Instances of researchers with multiple retractions being rewarded indicate normalisation of misconduct rather than 

deterrence. 

4. Incentive Structures and NIRF 

Excessive emphasis on publication metrics under NIRF has: 
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Encouraged quantity over quality 

Created pressure to “publish at any cost” 

Penalties linked to retractions are opaque and weak, reducing their deterrent effect. 

Teaching quality and student learning outcomes have been sidelined as research output dominates evaluation. 

5. Whistleblowing and Academic Freedom 

The emergence of platforms like India Research Watch reflects: 

Lack of formal grievance redressal mechanisms 

Fear of retaliation among whistleblowers 

Ongoing defamation cases against watchdogs raise concerns about: 

Chilling effects on academic scrutiny 

Balance between reputation and public interest 

Broader Implications 

Credibility of Indian research in global academia is at stake. 

Misconduct undermines: 

Evidence-based policymaking 

Innovation ecosystems 

India’s aspiration to become a global knowledge hub 

Ethically compromised research also poses risks in sensitive domains such as health, environment, and technology 

governance. 

Way Forward  

Establish an independent National Research Integrity Office 

Revise UGC regulations to cover all forms of misconduct with proportionate penalties 

Reform NIRF to balance research quality, teaching outcomes, and ethical compliance 

Strengthen peer review through accountability and human oversight 
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Protect whistleblowers through legal and institutional safeguards 

Promote ethics training and responsible AI use in higher education 

Conclusion 

The surge in publication retractions from India since 2022 is not merely a problem of individual misconduct but a reflection of 

deeper structural distortions in academic governance and incentive systems. Addressing it requires moving beyond punitive 

measures to comprehensive institutional reform—one that prioritises integrity, transparency, and quality over numerical metrics. 

Only then can Indian academia restore credibility and align with global standards of ethical scholarship. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques : Which of the following best explains the term “paper mills”, often discussed in the context of academic misconduct? 

(a) Journals that publish papers without peer review  

(b) Software tools used to detect plagiarism 

(c) Commercial entities producing fraudulent research papers for authors 

(d) University presses involved in mass publication 

Ans : (c) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques : India has witnessed a sharp rise in academic publication retractions in recent years. Examine the institutional and 

regulatory factors responsible for this trend. What reforms are required to strengthen research integrity in India? 
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Page 08 : GS 2 : Indian Polity / Prelims 

The recent observations of the Supreme Court in Ranveer Allahbadia vs Union of India (2025), suggesting the creation of 

autonomous regulatory bodies for online content, have triggered a significant constitutional debate on the role of courts in 

safeguarding freedom of speech. As argued by Supreme Court lawyer Kaleeswaram Raj, the concern is not merely about online 

regulation, but about the risk of judicial overreach in an area where constitutional limits, legislative competence, and democratic 

freedoms intersect.  

 



                        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Core Issues and Analysis 

1. Constitutional Position on Free Speech 

Freedom of speech and expression is guaranteed under Article 19(1)(a). 

Restrictions are permissible only on grounds explicitly listed under Article 19(2), such as public order, decency, morality, 

sovereignty, and defamation. 

In Kaushal Kishor v. State of Uttar Pradesh (2023), a Constitution Bench categorically held that the grounds under Article 

19(2) are exhaustive, and no additional restrictions can be imposed, even by judicial interpretation. 

2. Judicial Role: Protector vs Regulator 

Traditionally, courts act as constitutional umpires, adjudicating the validity of laws rather than initiating regulatory 

frameworks. 

In Common Cause v. Union of India (2008), the Supreme Court cautioned against courts stepping into domains they are 

institutionally ill-equipped to manage, particularly policy and regulation. 

Expanding the scope of a case dealing with FIRs on obscenity into a broader exercise on content regulation raises concerns 

of judicial legislation, undermining the doctrine of separation of powers. 

3. Regulation vs Prior Restraint 

Existing legal framework already regulates speech: 

IT Act provisions (Sections 66, 66E, 66F, 67) 

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita provisions on obscenity 

IT Rules, 2021, which already provide an executive oversight mechanism 

In Sahara India Real Estate Corp. v. SEBI (2012), the Court emphasised that pre-censorship must be avoided, and any 

restraint must meet a very high threshold of necessity and proportionality. 

Judicial endorsement of additional regulatory bodies risks legitimising prior restraint, which is constitutionally suspect. 

4. Institutional Competence and Democratic Risk 

Regulation of online speech involves complex technical, social, and technological considerations, better suited for the 

legislature after public consultation. 

Courts lack: 

Technical expertise in digital governance 
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Democratic accountability 

Comparative experience shows that even in advanced democracies (EU, UK, Germany, Australia), the focus is on post-

publication content removal and penalties, not blanket pre-censorship. 

Scholarship on abusive judicial review warns that courts, if captured or over-extended, can become instruments of 

democratic erosion rather than its safeguard. 

5. Judicial Self-Restraint: Past Practice 

In Adarsh Cooperative Housing Society v. Union of India (2018), the Supreme Court refused to mandate disclaimers in films, 

reaffirming that such decisions lie with statutory authorities, not courts. 

Constituent Assembly debates also envisaged the Supreme Court as the final arbiter on reasonableness, not as a law-maker 

or policy initiator. 

Implications for Indian Democracy 

Judicial encouragement of stricter speech laws may embolden executive overreach. 

It risks normalising surveillance, chilling effects, and self-censorship. 

Free speech, once curtailed through “reasonable regulation”, may gradually slide into constitutional authoritarianism, even 

within democratic structures. 

Conclusion 

The constitutional design of India entrusts courts with the duty to protect freedom, not to redesign its regulatory contours. 

While harmful online content is a genuine concern, addressing it through judicially driven regulatory advocacy risks blurring the 

line between adjudication and governance. Constitutional propriety, democratic legitimacy, and comparative global practice all 

suggest that courts must exercise judicial restraint, confining themselves to testing the reasonableness of laws rather than 

initiating them. In a democracy, as the article underscores, free speech is not merely one right among many—it is the foundation 

upon which all other freedoms stand. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Consider the following statements regarding Freedom of Speech in India: 

1. The grounds for restricting freedom of speech under Article 19(2) are exhaustive in nature. 

2. Courts can impose additional restrictions on free speech by balancing it against other Fundamental Rights. 

3. Prior restraint on media content is constitutionally permissible only in exceptional circumstances. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans : b)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss the constitutional limits on regulating freedom of speech in India. Can courts legitimately suggest new 

regulatory frameworks for online content? Substantiate your answer with judicial precedents. 
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Page 09 : GS 3 : Environment / Prelims 

Methane, a greenhouse gas nearly 84 times more potent than carbon dioxide over a 20-year period, has emerged as a critical 

but under-addressed challenge in India’s climate action framework. Recent satellite-based observations suggest that methane 

emissions from Indian landfills may be significantly underreported, in some cases up to 10 times higher than official estimates. 

This revelation raises serious concerns about data accuracy, urban waste governance, and India’s ability to meet its climate 

commitments under global frameworks such as the Paris Agreement and the Global Methane Pledge. 

 

Key Issues and Analysis 

1. Importance of Methane in India’s Emissions Profile 

About 15% of India’s methane emissions originate from the waste sector, particularly municipal solid waste landfills. 

Unlike agriculture and energy, waste-sector methane mitigation offers low-cost, short-term climate gains. 
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Methane is also a local hazard, contributing to landfill fires, air 

pollution, and public health risks in urban areas. 

2. Limitations of Existing Estimation Methods 

India primarily relies on model-based estimates, using waste volume data and standard emission factors. 

These models suffer from: 

Infrequent updates 

Aggregated State-level data 

Poor granularity at city or site level 

Physical ground-based monitoring is expensive, technically demanding, and difficult to scale across Indian cities. 

3. Role of Satellite-Based Monitoring 

Advances in satellite technology (ISRO studies, CarbonMapper, SRON missions) now allow: 

Regional monitoring of methane concentrations 

High-resolution detection of site-specific “super-emitters” 

Platforms like ClimateTRACE and WasteMap integrate satellite data with existing models, improving accuracy. 

4. Evidence of Data Gaps and Underestimation 

Case studies reveal stark discrepancies: 

Delhi: Emissions from Ghazipur and Bhalswa landfills alone nearly equal the city’s entire estimated waste-sector 

emissions. 

Mumbai: Kanjurmarg landfill emissions appear nearly 10 times higher than model estimates. 

Ahmedabad: Pirana landfill emissions rival the State’s total estimated waste-sector emissions. 

These gaps indicate unaccounted leakages, inefficient gas capture, or accelerated methane generation. 

5. Governance and Institutional Challenges 

Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) and State Pollution Control Boards often operate in silos. 

Absence of: 

Real-time, standardised emissions data 



                        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Integrated monitoring and response mechanisms 

Existing frameworks like the Swachh Bharat Mission and revised municipal waste rules provide an institutional base but lack 

explicit methane-focused integration. 

6. Towards an Integrated Monitoring–Action Framework 

A three-pronged approach is suggested: 

Expand satellite coverage of major landfills nationwide. 

Establish ground-level validation systems in metro cities. 

Create standardised, centralised data-sharing platforms linking ULBs, SPCBs, and national bodies. 

Regional regulators such as the CAQM (NCR) and schemes like GOBARdhan can play a catalytic role. 

Co-benefits include: 

Cleaner cities 

Reduced fire and health risks 

Energy generation through Bio-CNG (e.g., Indore model) 

Conclusion 

The emerging satellite evidence suggests that India may be underestimating one of its most critical climate challenges—

methane emissions from urban waste. This is not merely a data problem but a governance opportunity. By integrating satellite 

intelligence with ground-level action and institutional coordination, India can convert invisible emissions into actionable insights. 

Addressing landfill methane through a data-driven, cooperative, and technology-enabled approach can deliver rapid climate 

benefits while advancing urban sustainability—making methane mitigation one of India’s smartest and most achievable climate 

solutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques : Which of the following best explains why landfill methane mitigation is considered a “low-hanging fruit” for 

climate action in India? 

(a) It requires no technological intervention 

(b) It delivers quick emission reductions compared to agriculture and energy 

(c) It does not require coordination with State governments 

(d) It is not covered under any national scheme 

Ans : b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques : Methane mitigation in the waste sector offers India an opportunity for rapid climate gains. Critically analyse this 

statement in the context of urban governance, technology, and existing policy frameworks. 
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Page 13 : GS 3 : Indian Economy / Prelims 
Recent developments across India’s maritime sector—from the rapid rise of cruise tourism at Visakhapatnam, to the emergence 

of GIFT City as a ship-leasing hub, and steady cargo growth at ports—signal a structural transformation in India’s port-led 

development strategy. Together, these trends reflect the convergence of infrastructure creation, 

financial innovation, and regulatory reform, aligning with national initiatives such as 

Sagarmala, Cruise Bharat Mission, and Make in India.  
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Key Dimensions of Analysis 

1. Cruise Tourism as a New Growth Driver 

The Visakhapatnam International Cruise Terminal (VICT), inaugurated in 2023, has already handled nearly 10,000 cruise 

passengers, exceeding initial expectations. 

Strategic advantages include: 

Location in the Outer Harbour 

Proximity to tourist circuits 

ISPS-compliant, world-class infrastructure 

With cruise liners like MV The World and MV Empress, Vizag is emerging as a home port on the east coast, complementing 

western ports such as Mumbai and Kochi. 

Aligned with the Cruise Bharat Mission, VICT’s projected doubling of traffic to 20,000 by 2029 highlights cruise tourism’s 

potential for: 

Employment generation 
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Coastal urban development 

Soft power and people-to-people connectivity 

2. GIFT City and the Financialisation of Maritime Assets 

Ship leasing at GIFT IFSC marks a paradigm shift: 

27 registered entities 

30 ships leased or purchased within two years 

Asset value of $1.47 billion 

India, traditionally dependent on foreign leasing hubs (Singapore, Europe), is now internalising maritime finance under 

IFSCA’s unified regulatory framework. 

Benefits include: 

Reduced foreign exchange outflow 

Greater regulatory oversight 

Strengthening India’s maritime sovereignty 

However, challenges persist: 

Closed ship registry norms 

Procedural hurdles under SEZ rules 

Need for recognition of shipping as an infrastructure sub-sector 

3. Port Cargo Growth and Policy Reforms 

Indian ports recorded 3.3% cargo growth in FY2025, with strong performance in: 

Containers (11% growth) 

POL cargo (28% share) 

Rising containerisation reflects India’s deeper integration into global value chains. 

Parliament’s passage of five landmark maritime Bills modernised outdated laws, improving: 

Regulatory clarity 



                        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Ease of doing business 

Coastal shipping efficiency 

Continued investments under Sagarmala, focus on inland waterways (IWAI), and port-rail-road connectivity aim to reduce 

logistics costs and boost competitiveness. 

4. Strategic and Economic Significance 

India’s geographic position gives it a natural edge as a transshipment hub between Europe, Africa, and Asia. 

Lower port handling charges and a growing domestic market provide sustained demand. 

The expected push in Union Budget 2026–27 for shipbuilding, repair, and port modernisation indicates long-term strategic 

intent. 

Conclusion 

India’s maritime sector is entering a phase of consolidation and expansion, driven by port modernisation, cruise tourism, and 

innovative financial ecosystems like GIFT City. While infrastructure and policy momentum are evident, addressing regulatory 

bottlenecks, easing procedural rigidities, and enhancing multimodal connectivity will be critical. If effectively implemented, this 

integrated maritime push can position India as a regional maritime hub, reduce logistics costs, and significantly contribute to 

sustainable economic growth—making ports not just gateways for trade, but engines of national development. 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques : Consider the following pairs: 

Initiative   Primary Objective 

1. Sagarmala Programme Port-led infrastructure development 

2. Cruise Bharat Mission  Promotion of coastal and cruise tourism 

3. GOBARdhan Scheme  Bio-energy from organic waste 

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 
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(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans : d) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques : India’s port sector has shown resilience despite global trade uncertainties. Examine the recent performance of Indian 

ports and highlight the role of policy reforms in improving their competitiveness. 

Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis  
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Context :  

Ethiopia, one of Africa’s most populous nations and fastest-growing economies, is emerging as a key strategic partner for India 

in the Horn of Africa. With its large domestic market, manufacturing base, renewable energy potential, and status as the 

headquarters of the African Union, Ethiopia occupies a pivotal position in Africa’s political and economic landscape. The recent 

engagement between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali at the G-20 summit signals 

renewed momentum in bilateral relations, making this a timely opportunity to deepen India–Ethiopia cooperation. 

Where is Ethiopia? 

It is a landlocked country located in the Horn of Africa, officially known as the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. 

The country lies completely within the 

tropical latitudes and is relatively 

compact, with similar north-south 

and east-west dimensions. 

The capital is Addis Ababa. 

Ethiopia is one of the world’s oldest 

countries, its territorial extent 

having varied over the millennia of 

its existence. 

It is the tenth-largest country in Africa 

in terms of area. 

Ethiopia is located from Sudan in the 

southeast, Eritrea to the south, 

Djibouti and Somalia to the west, 

Kenya to the north, and South 

Sudan to the east. 

It is the most populous landlocked 

country in the world. 

Key Dimensions of India–Ethiopia 

Relations 

1. Strategic and Geopolitical Importance 

Ethiopia acts as a regional anchor in the conflict-prone Horn of Africa. 

Its effective military and diplomatic centrality through the African Union enhance its strategic relevance. 

GS Paper 2 : International Relations 

UPSC Mains Practice Question :  Ethiopia’s membership of BRICS and its role in the Horn of Africa enhance 

its importance for India. Analyse how India can leverage this partnership to advance its interests in Africa 

and the Global South. (150 words) 
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Efforts to diversify Red Sea access beyond Djibouti reflect 

Ethiopia’s pursuit of strategic autonomy, an area where India’s experience in maritime logistics and diplomacy can be 

leveraged. 

2. Historical and Educational Linkages 

India has enjoyed deep people-to-people ties, particularly through education. 

Indian teachers historically shaped Ethiopia’s higher education system. 

Ethiopia remains one of the largest African sources of students in India, including the highest number of African PhD 

scholars. 

Initiatives such as the Pan-African e-Network demonstrate India’s soft power and technological diplomacy. 

Expanding digital education, vocational training, and research collaboration offers high returns with low political risk. 

3. Economic Engagement and Investment 

Indian investment in Ethiopia exceeds $4 billion, supported by Lines of Credit since 2006. 

While earlier investments in agriculture faced constraints, new opportunities lie in: 

Mining (gold, rare earths, critical minerals) 

Pharmaceuticals and agro-processing 

Light manufacturing 

Mining cooperation aligns with India’s needs for renewable energy, battery storage, and semiconductor supply chains. 

Ethiopia’s membership in BRICS and participation in AfCFTA enhance its role as a regional hub for Indian companies. 

4. Defence and Security Cooperation 

Defence ties date back to the 1950s, including the establishment of the Harar Military Academy. 

India has been involved in training Ethiopian forces since 2009. 

Ethiopia’s need to modernise aging military equipment creates scope for: 

Indian defence exports 

Training and capacity-building programmes 

A new MoU on defence cooperation and the Joint Defence Cooperation Committee provide an institutional framework for 

expansion. 

5. Institutional and Multilateral Cooperation 

Platforms such as BRICS, G-20, and South–South cooperation frameworks strengthen political alignment. 

India’s Duty-Free Tariff Preference (DFTP) scheme offers Ethiopia an edge amid global trade uncertainties. 

Updating bilateral instruments like the DTAA and Bilateral Investment Treaty can unlock private-sector confidence. 

Challenges 

Foreign exchange shortages and regulatory inconsistencies in Ethiopia. 

Taxation and approval delays affecting Indian investors. 

Need for policy predictability to sustain long-term engagement. 
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Conclusion 

India–Ethiopia relations stand at a critical inflection point. Ethiopia’s economic regeneration, BRICS membership, and strategic 

importance in Africa coincide with India’s expanding global footprint and quest for diversified partnerships. By leveraging 

historical goodwill, expanding education and defence cooperation, and aligning economic engagement with Ethiopia’s reform 

priorities, India can elevate this partnership into a model of mutually beneficial South–South cooperation. With sustained 

political will and targeted reforms, India–Ethiopia ties have the potential to become one of India’s most dynamic engagements in 

Africa in the coming decade. 

 

 

 

 


