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Page 01 : GS II : Governance / Prelims Exam
The Union government is considering a new set of Telecom Security Assurance Requirements (TSAR) that would impose
stringent cybersecurity obligations on smartphone manufacturers operating in India. These include access to device source
codes, mandatory vulnerability analysis in Indian labs, periodic malware scanning, and advance intimation of major software
updates. The proposal has triggered strong resistance from global technology firms such as Apple and Samsung, citing concerns
over privacy, intellectual property, and feasibility.

Background and Context

The standards were drafted in 2023 as part of India’s broader push to strengthen cybersecurity and user data protection,
especially amid rising online fraud and data breaches.
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India is the world’s second-largest smartphone market, with nearly

750 million devices, amplifying the national security and consumer protection stakes.

The move follows earlier friction, including the now-revoked mandate to install the government’s cyber safety app Sanchar
Saathi, which raised surveillance concerns.

Key Provisions of the Proposal

Source Code Access and Testing

Manufacturers would be required to provide access to proprietary source codes for “vulnerability analysis” in
designated Indian labs.

Mandatory Malware Scanning and Data Retention

Automatic and periodic malware scans, with activity logs stored on devices for at least one year.

Regulatory Oversight of Software Updates

Prior intimation to the National Centre for Communication Security about major updates and security patches, with
the right to test them before release.

Enhanced User Controls

Allowing users to uninstall pre-installed apps and block background access to cameras and microphones to prevent
misuse.

Government’s Rationale
National Security: Preventing exploitation of smartphones by malicious actors, spyware, or hostile state agencies.

Consumer Protection: Reducing cyber fraud, data theft, and unauthorized surveillance.

Regulatory Sovereignty: Ensuring that devices sold in India comply with domestic security standards rather than relying
solely on foreign assurances.

Industry Concerns
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Intellectual Property Risks: Source code is a core trade secret; its

disclosure could compromise innovation and competitiveness.

Privacy and Surveillance Fears: On-device logging and scanning may infringe user privacy.

Operational Impracticality:

Delays in security patches due to prior approvals could increase vulnerability windows.

Regular malware scanning may drain battery life.

Storing one-year logs may be technically unfeasible due to storage constraints.

Lack of Global Precedent: Industry bodies note that similar mandates are absent in the EU, North America, and Australia.

Comparative Perspective

China previously sought access to Apple’s source code (2014–16) but was refused.

United States law enforcement has also failed to compel such access, reflecting global reluctance to compromise encryption
and proprietary software.

Most democracies prefer risk-based audits, certification frameworks, and post-market surveillance rather than direct source
code access.

Implications for India

Economic: Potential chilling effect on investment and innovation in India’s electronics manufacturing ecosystem.

Strategic: Tension between digital sovereignty and integration into global technology supply chains.

Governance: Raises questions about proportionality, due process, and safeguards against misuse of regulatory powers.

Way Forward

Adopt least-intrusive security models such as third-party audits, sandbox testing, and bug bounty programs.

Ensure strong legal safeguards for privacy, transparency, and data minimization.
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Align domestic standards with global best practices to avoid

regulatory isolation.

Institutionalize structured consultations with industry and civil society to balance security with innovation.

Conclusion

The proposed telecom security standards reflect India’s legitimate concerns over cybersecurity and user protection in a rapidly
digitizing economy. However, mandating access to smartphone source codes and intrusive compliance requirements risks
undermining privacy, intellectual property, and ease of doing business. A calibrated approach—anchored in global norms,
technological feasibility, and robust oversight—will be essential to reconcile national security imperatives with innovation, trust,
and democratic values.

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question

Ques: The primary objective of the proposed telecom security norms is to address:

(a) Revenue loss of telecom operators
(b) Rising online fraud and data breaches
(c) Monopoly practices of global tech firms
(d) Import dependence in electronics manufacturing
Ans : a)

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question

Ques: Examine the implications of government-mandated access to proprietary source codes on privacy, federal governance,
and ease of doing business in India. (250 Words)

Page 06 : GS III : Science & Technology / Prelims Exam
The successful countdown and launch readiness of the PSLV-C62/EOS-N1 mission by Indian Space Research Organisation
marks another significant milestone in India’s space programme. Scheduled as the 105th launch from Sriharikota, the mission
underscores India’s growing competence in earth observation, strategic space assets, and commercial satellite launches, while
also highlighting the increasing participation of private start-ups and academic institutions in the space ecosystem.
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Key Features of the Mission

Launch Vehicle and Variant:

64th flight of Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle

5th mission of the PSLV-DL (Dual-strap-on) variant, reflecting technological maturity and reliability.

Payload Composition:

EOS-N1: A strategically significant earth observation satellite, enhancing India’s surveillance and geospatial
intelligence capabilities.

15 Co-passenger Satellites: Developed by Indian and foreign start-ups, universities, and institutions, demonstrating
India’s role as a global small-satellite launch hub.



Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind Cambridge
Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com

Daily News Analysis
Orbit and Mission Profile:

Injection into Sun Synchronous Orbit (SSO), crucial for consistent earth imaging and remote sensing applications.

PS4 Stage Re-start and De-boost: Controlled re-entry of the PS4 stage and KID Capsule into the South Pacific
Ocean reflects ISRO’s increasing focus on space sustainability and mitigation of orbital debris.

Institutional and Commercial Significance

The mission is commercially executed through NewSpace India Limited, reinforcing India’s strategy of separating operational,
regulatory, and commercial roles in the space sector.

Participation of start-ups like Dhruva Space and international collaborators illustrates the success of space sector reforms
(2020 onwards), which opened the domain to private players and foreign partnerships.

Strategic and Developmental Implications

National Security

EOS-N1 strengthens India’s strategic earth observation capacity, aiding border management, maritime domain
awareness, and disaster response.

Commercial Space Leadership

Multi-satellite rideshare missions enhance India’s competitiveness against global launch providers by offering cost-
effective and reliable access to space.

Innovation and Capacity Building

Involvement of universities and start-ups promotes indigenous innovation, skill development, and Atmanirbhar Bharat
in high-technology sectors.

Responsible Space Operations

PS4 de-orbiting and capsule re-entry align with emerging norms of responsible and sustainable use of outer space.

Conclusion
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The PSLV-C62/EOS-N1 mission reflects the evolving character of

India’s space programme—from a primarily state-led scientific endeavour to a strategic-commercial-innovation driven ecosystem.
By combining national security objectives, commercial launches, private sector participation, and sustainability measures, India is
positioning itself as a reliable, responsible, and competitive space power. For UPSC aspirants, this mission is a clear illustration
of how space technology intersects with security, economy, diplomacy, and governance in contemporary India.

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question

Ques : The primary purpose of placing Earth Observation Satellites in a Sun Synchronous Orbit (SSO) is to:
(a) Enable geostationary communication services
(b) Maintain constant local solar time for imaging
(c) Reduce launch costs significantly
(d) Increase satellite lifespan
Ans: b)

UPSC Mians Exam Practice Question

Ques : How do India’s space launches contribute to its soft power and science diplomacy? Illustrate with recent examples.
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Page 07 : GS III : Environment & Ecology / Prelims Exam
A recent article published in Nature has reignited the debate on the ethical foundations of conservation practices in the Global
South. Drawing on historical and contemporary evidence, the researchers—many from India—argue that conservation models
continue to marginalise indigenous peoples and local communities (IPLCs) by prioritising wildlife protection over human rights
and livelihoods. The study highlights how colonial-era ideas of “pristine wilderness” still shape modern conservation, often
undermining social justice and democratic governance.

Core Arguments of the Study

Colonial Legacy in Conservation
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Modern conservation emerged during European

colonialism, when indigenous communities were portrayed as “uncivilised” and excluded from forests and
protected areas.

This legacy persists in the Global South, where governance and legal protections are often weaker, enabling
coercive practices in the name of conservation.

‘Othering’ and Human Rights Violations

Conservation has historically “othered” Black, Indigenous, and People of Colour (BIPOC) communities, creating an
“us vs them” narrative.

The example from Nepal’s Chitwan National Park, involving custodial violence and the role of World Wildlife Fund,
illustrates how global conservation organisations have at times shielded abuses rather than communities.

Indian Context: Elite-Driven Conservation

In India, conservation remains dominated by urban, elite, and often upper-caste perspectives, influenced by Western
notions of wildlife protection.

Cases such as displacement around Nagarahole National Park and the Avni tigress episode reveal sharp
urban–rural divides and inadequate attention to human costs of wildlife conservation.

Human–Wildlife Conflict and Livelihood Loss

Crop raids, loss of life, and limited compensation mechanisms have deepened resentment among forest-dependent
communities.

Traditional and sustainable resource use by IPLCs is frequently criminalised despite legal safeguards like the Forest
Rights Act, 2006.

Alternative Vision: People-Centric Conservation

The paper echoes the ideas of the late conservationist Madhav Gadgil, who emphasised integrating ecology with social
justice, livelihoods, and democratic participation.
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Indian initiatives such as People’s Biodiversity Registers and

community-led conservation efforts demonstrate viable alternatives to fortress conservation.

Proposed Framework by Researchers

The study suggests a four-pronged approach:

Embedding Human Rights in conservation policy and practice.

Enhancing Agency of IPLCs, recognising them as custodians rather than threats.

Challenging Dominant Norms and power structures in global conservation discourse.

Promoting Inclusive Education, enabling learning both for and from indigenous communities.

Conclusion

The Nature article underscores that conservation divorced from social justice is neither ethical nor sustainable. In the Global
South—and particularly in India—effective conservation must move beyond colonial-era, exclusionary models towards inclusive,
rights-based, and community-led approaches. Recognising indigenous peoples as partners in conservation, rather than
obstacles, is essential not only for protecting biodiversity but also for upholding constitutional values, human dignity, and long-
term ecological resilience.

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question

Ques: The term “fortress conservation”, often used in environmental discourse, refers to:
(a) Conservation through military-led forest protection
(b) Complete exclusion of humans from wildlife-protected areas
(c) Urban-led wildlife protection models
(d) Conservation financed by global NGOs
Ans : b)

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question

Ques:What is meant by “fortress conservation”? Why is this model increasingly seen as unsustainable in countries like India?
Suggest alternatives. (150 words)
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Page 10 : GS II : Governance / Prelims Exam
The debate on whether India should lower the age of consent has resurfaced following recent judicial observations by the
Supreme Court of India on the misuse of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO) in cases involving
consensual adolescent relationships. With a sharp rise in POCSO cases where minors aged 16–18 are involved in romantic
relationships, the issue highlights a fundamental tension between adolescent autonomy and the State’s duty to protect children
from sexual exploitation.
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Legal and Constitutional Context

India’s age of consent is 18 years, making any sexual activity involving minors legally non-consensual.

This position was reinforced by the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 and retained under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
2023, aligning criminal law with POCSO’s child-protection framework.

The rationale is based on the doctrine of statutory rape, presuming that minors lack the legal capacity to consent, thereby
creating a “bright-line rule” for enforcement.

Arguments in Favour of Lowering the Age of Consent
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Criminalisation of Consensual Adolescent Relationships

Empirical studies show a significant proportion of POCSO cases arise from consensual romantic relationships
between adolescents aged 16–18.

Such cases often result in the incarceration of young men and secondary victimisation of adolescent girls through
prolonged legal processes.

Recognition of Adolescent Autonomy

Advocates argue that adolescents above 16 possess sufficient cognitive maturity to make informed choices about
relationships.

The current law ignores social realities and adolescent sexual behaviour, as reflected in NFHS data.

Comparative International Practice

Several democracies (e.g., the UK, Canada, EU states) set the age of consent at 16, with ‘close-in-age’ or
‘Romeo–Juliet’ exemptions to prevent misuse.

Judicial Concerns

High Courts have increasingly emphasised sexual autonomy and the need to distinguish exploitative acts from
consensual adolescent intimacy, reflecting evolving constitutional morality.

Arguments Against Lowering the Age of Consent

Risk of Diluting Child Protection

Lowering the age could weaken safeguards against trafficking, grooming, and sexual abuse, particularly by persons
in positions of authority or trust.

Structural Vulnerability of Children

Studies indicate that a majority of child abuse cases involve known persons, where apparent “consent” may be the
result of coercion or manipulation.

Legislative Intent and Parliamentary Wisdom



Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind Cambridge
Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com

Daily News Analysis
Parliament has consistently rejected proposals to lower the

age of consent, prioritising child protection over subjective assessments of maturity.

The Law Commission (283rd Report, 2023) cautioned that dilution could render POCSO ineffective.

Clarity and Enforceability

The bright-line rule ensures legal certainty and prevents arbitrary or inconsistent interpretations by law enforcement
agencies.

Judicial Balancing Act

Courts have attempted to reconcile statutory rigidity with social realities by exercising judicial discretion in sentencing and
interpretation, sometimes invoking Article 142 to do “complete justice”. However, this has also led to inconsistency and
uncertainty, underlining the need for legislative clarity rather than ad hoc judicial solutions.

Way Forward

Instead of a blanket reduction, experts suggest introducing narrowly tailored ‘close-in-age’ exemptions for consensual
relationships between adolescents aged 16–18, subject to strict judicial scrutiny.

Strengthening comprehensive sex education, adolescent-friendly health services, and gender-sensitive policing is critical to
address root causes.

Clear guidelines for police and prosecutors can reduce misuse while preserving the core protective intent of POCSO.

Conclusion

The age of consent debate is not merely a legal question but a reflection of India’s struggle to balance child protection,
constitutional morality, and adolescent autonomy. While lowering the age of consent risks exposing vulnerable minors to
exploitation, the current blanket criminalisation unjustly penalises consensual adolescent relationships and undermines trust in
the justice system. A calibrated, rights-sensitive reform, rather than an outright reduction, offers a more sustainable path—one
that protects children without denying young people dignity, agency, and justice.
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question

Ques :Which of the following bodies has warned that lowering the age of consent could render POCSO a “paper law”?
(a) Justice Verma Committee
(b) National Human Rights Commission
(c) Law Commission of India
(d) National Commission for Protection of Child Rights
Ans: c)

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question

Ques : The Supreme Court has acknowledged the misuse of the POCSO Act in consensual adolescent relationships. Critically
examine the tension between adolescent autonomy and the State’s obligation to protect children. (150 words)
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Page 11 : GS III : Indian Economy / Prelims Exam
India’s maritime policy has evolved from a historically trade-driven outlook to a comprehensive strategic, economic, and security-
oriented framework, reflecting the country’s geography, history, and rising global ambitions. As examined in The Routledge
Handbook of Maritime India, edited by Alluri Subramanyam Raju and R. Srinivasan, India’s engagement with the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR) has become central to its national security, diplomacy, and development. The renewed emphasis on maritime
power underscores India’s transition from a continental mindset to a maritime-conscious power.
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Historical Foundations of India’s Maritime Outlook

India’s civilisational engagement with the seas dates back to ancient and medieval times, when Indian sailors and traders
connected East Africa, West Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Maritime dynasties such as the Cholas and later the Marathas demonstrated early naval power and overseas influence.
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Strategic thinkers like K.M. Panikkar highlighted that control of the

Indian Ocean is crucial for India’s trade and sovereignty, a view echoed by Jawaharlal Nehru.

The revival of traditional maritime heritage, symbolised by the voyage of INSV Kaundinya, reflects the continuity between
India’s past and present maritime consciousness.

Evolution of India’s Maritime Strategy

From Coastal Defence to Blue-Water Capability

The Indian Navy has evolved into a blue-water navy, capable of sustained operations across the IOR.

Anti-piracy operations in the Arabian Sea during the early 2000s marked India’s emergence as a net security
provider.

Maritime Diplomacy and Regional Engagement

India has settled maritime boundaries with most neighbours, reinforcing rule-based maritime governance.

Strategic partnerships with Australia, Japan, France, and ASEAN states underline India’s commitment to cooperative
security in the Indo-Pacific.

Managing Strategic Competition

Growing Chinese maritime presence and initiatives like the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) pose governance and
sovereignty challenges in South Asia.

India’s approach balances deterrence with dialogue, advocating consultative mechanisms to avoid zero-sum
maritime rivalry.

Indo-Pacific and Power Projection

India’s endorsement of the Indo-Pacific framework reflects its interest in a free, open, and inclusive maritime order.

Naval exercises, port access agreements, and logistics-sharing arrangements enhance interoperability with like-minded
powers.

However, shifting global priorities and evolving U.S. strategies necessitate periodic recalibration of India’s Indo-Pacific vision.
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Economic and Technological Dimensions

Blue Economy: Focus on sustainable use of ocean resources for growth, livelihoods, and ecological balance.

Maritime Technology: Emphasis on underwater domain awareness (UDA), coastal surveillance, and advanced naval
platforms.

Climate and Coastal Security: Rising sea levels, extreme weather events, and coastal vulnerabilities demand integrated
maritime governance.

Challenges Ahead

Balancing strategic competition with cooperative security in the IOR.

Strengthening maritime governance among smaller Indian Ocean states to counter debt dependency and governance
deficits.

Integrating economic, environmental, and security priorities into a cohesive maritime policy.

Conclusion

India’s maritime policy has undergone a decisive transformation—from historical trade linkages to a comprehensive grand
strategy encompassing security, diplomacy, economy, and technology. As India’s global profile rises, the maritime domain will
increasingly shape its strategic autonomy and international influence. The way forward lies in deepening regional partnerships,
investing in maritime capabilities, promoting a sustainable Blue Economy, and upholding a rules-based order in the Indian Ocean
and Indo-Pacific. For India, the seas are no longer merely pathways of commerce but vital arenas of national power and global
engagement.

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question

Ques :Which of the following best explains the concept of the ‘Blue Economy’?
A. Exclusive focus on marine biodiversity conservation
B. Sustainable use of ocean resources for economic growth, livelihoods, and environmental health
C. Militarisation of maritime zones
D. Exploitation of seabed minerals only
Ans : b)
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UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question

Ques : India’s maritime traditions predate colonial rule and played a vital role in shaping its civilisational outreach. Discuss
with reference to ancient and medieval India.

Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis
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Context :
India crossed a symbolic milestone in 2025 when fast track special courts recorded a 109% disposal rate in cases
under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO)—disposing more cases than were
registered in that year. While this achievement has been projected as a breakthrough in tackling child sexual abuse,
emerging data reveal a troubling paradox: faster case disposal has not translated into fairer outcomes or stronger
child protection. Declining conviction rates, weak support systems, and procedural lapses raise fundamental
questions about the quality of justice being delivered.

Key Issues Highlighted

1. Speed without Justice

Fast track special courts dispose of nearly three times more cases per month than regular courts.

GS Paper II : Governance

UPSC Mains Practice Question : Discuss the role of support persons and para-legal volunteers in
strengthening access to justice for child survivors. Why has their implementation remained weak?
(150 words)
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However, conviction rates have fallen from 35% (2019) to

29% (2023), and even lower (around 19%) in fast track courts.

This indicates hurried investigations, incomplete charge sheets, delayed forensic reports, and weak prosecution.

2. Erosion of Child-Centric Safeguards

POCSO envisaged child-friendly procedures, time-bound trials, and psychosocial care.

In practice, children often face repeated testimony, lack of counselling, delayed compensation, and minimal
rehabilitation support.

Mandatory support persons (Section 39, POCSO)—reinforced by Supreme Court of India directions—remain
absent or poorly implemented in several States, causing cases to collapse even
before trial.

3. Institutional Gaps at the First Point of Contact

The Supreme Court’s 2025 directive to appoint para-legal volunteers (PLVs) at
every police station remains poorly implemented.

Absence of PLVs leaves survivors and families vulnerable to intimidation, delayed
FIRs, and evidence tampering, particularly in marginalised regions.

4. Compensation and Rehabilitation Delays

Although courts can grant interim compensation, most wait until final judgments—
often years later.

By then, damage to education, health, and livelihoods becomes irreversible,
undermining the restorative intent of victim compensation schemes.

Misuse of POCSO in Adolescent Relationships
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Courts have increasingly acknowledged that POCSO is being

weaponised by families against consensual adolescent relationships, especially in cases of elopement across
caste or religious lines.

The Act’s strict liability framework and rigid age of consent make it difficult to distinguish exploitation from
consensual intimacy among adolescents aged 16–18.

While Parliament has rejected lowering the age of consent, expert bodies have recommended guided judicial
discretion and non-punitive interventions such as counselling and mediation.

Broader Implications for Governance and Justice

Rule of Law: High disposal rates without due process risk hollowing out faith in the justice system.

Child Rights: Justice that prioritises numerical efficiency over survivor welfare contradicts constitutional values of
dignity and protection.

Federal Capacity: Uneven implementation across States exposes administrative and institutional weaknesses.

Way Forward

Shift focus from case disposal targets to conviction quality and survivor support.

Enforce mandatory appointment and monitoring of support persons and PLVs.

Time-bound forensic reporting and investigation audits.

Introduce narrowly tailored judicial discretion for adolescent consensual cases, alongside counselling and social
support services.

Strengthen interim compensation and rehabilitation mechanisms during trials.

Conclusion

The experience of POCSO fast track courts demonstrates that speed is not a substitute for justice. While clearing
backlogs is necessary, justice for children requires robust investigations, sensitive procedures, institutional support,
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and meaningful rehabilitation. Without these, rapid disposals risk

becoming a statistical illusion—masking weak convictions and leaving survivors more vulnerable than protected. A
recalibration from numerical efficiency to child-centric justice delivery is essential if POCSO is to fulfil its original
promise of safeguarding India’s children.


