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 Page 01 : GS III :  Environment 

North India recently witnessed intense weather disturbances in the form of heavy rainfall, hailstorms, gusty winds in the plains, 

and substantial snowfall in the Himalayan and sub-Himalayan regions. These events disrupted air, road, and power connectivity 

across several States and Union Territories. Chief Ministers, including Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu and Omar Abdullah, closely 

monitored rescue and restoration operations, highlighting the administrative challenges posed by extreme climatic variability. 

 

Key Developments 
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Infrastructure and Connectivity Disruption: All flights to 

Srinagar were cancelled, roads were blocked due to snow accumulation, and large-scale power outages occurred in 

Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, and Haryana. 

Disaster Response and Rescue: Police and emergency agencies rescued over 100 stranded persons in border and 

mountainous areas such as Poonch and Udhampur, despite poor visibility and continuing snowfall. 

Human Cost: An 18-year-old student’s death due to electrocution in Nabha (Punjab) exposed vulnerabilities in urban 

electrical safety during heavy rainfall events. 

Meteorological Assessment: The India Meteorological Department (IMD) reported widespread rainfall and hailstorms, with 

temperatures expected to remain below normal in the coming days. 

Significance for UPSC  

1. Climate Change and Extreme Weather (GS Paper III): The frequency and intensity of such extreme weather episodes reflect 

broader patterns associated with climate change, particularly in the Himalayan region, which is ecologically fragile and highly 

sensitive to temperature and precipitation anomalies. 

2. Disaster Management and Governance : 

The situation underscores the importance of early warning systems, inter-agency coordination, and last-mile connectivity in 

disaster response. 

Avalanche warnings issued in J&K highlight the role of scientific forecasting and community preparedness. 

3. Federalism and Cooperative Governance : Active involvement of State leadership and coordination with central agencies 

illustrates cooperative federalism during natural disasters. 

4. Agriculture and Food Security: While disruptive, the rainfall proved beneficial for rabi crops, especially wheat in Punjab and 

Haryana. Experts termed it a “mixed blessing,” as it improved soil moisture, reduced groundwater stress, and supported crop 

growth during a temperature-sensitive phase. 

Challenges Highlighted 

Fragile power and transport infrastructure in hilly regions 

Urban safety lapses, particularly regarding exposed power lines 

Limited resilience of mountain ecosystems to repeated extreme events 

Way Forward 

Strengthening climate-resilient infrastructure, especially in Himalayan States 
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Improving urban drainage and electrical safety standards 

Enhancing community-based disaster preparedness and real-time weather advisories 

Integrating climate adaptation into agricultural and regional planning 

Conclusion 

The recent spell of heavy rain and snowfall in North India demonstrates the dual nature of extreme weather events—posing 

immediate humanitarian and infrastructural challenges while also offering long-term agricultural benefits. 

  

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question 

Ques: Extreme weather events in North India are becoming more frequent and intense. In this context, examine the challenges 

they pose to disaster management and infrastructure resilience in Himalayan and sub-Himalayan regions. (150 Words) 
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Page 03 : GS II :  Governance 

Government data for 2024–25 reveals that India located 71 fugitives abroad, the highest number in the last 12 years, 

reflecting a significant intensification of transnational law-enforcement efforts. The figures, released in the annual report of 

the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT), underline India’s growing institutional capacity to trace economic offenders 

and other fugitives through diplomatic, legal, and policing mechanisms. 
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Key Facts and Developments 

Central Bureau of Investigation located 71 fugitives abroad in 2024–25; 27 were brought back to India through extradition 

or deportation. 

Over the past decade, the number of fugitives traced annually ranged between 15 and 42, before sharply increasing in 

2024–25. 

India has extradition treaties with 48 countries and extradition arrangements with 12 countries, as stated by the 

Ministry of External Affairs. 

In the last five years, India sent 137 extradition requests, of which 134 were accepted, though most remain pending with 

foreign governments. 

India is a party to multilateral frameworks such as the United Nations Convention against Corruption, which provide legal 

backing for the return of fugitives. 

The CBI’s Global Operations Centre uses Interpol channels, including notices and coordination with foreign police 

agencies. 

Judicial cooperation through Letters Rogatory remains extensive, with over 500 requests pending as of March 2025. 

Significance  

1. Internal Security and Transnational Crime : The data highlights India’s proactive approach to tackling economic offences, 

corruption, and organised crime that operate across borders. It also reflects improved intelligence-sharing and geo-location 

capabilities. 

2. International Relations and Diplomacy : Extradition is closely linked to diplomatic relations, mutual legal assistance treaties 

(MLATs), and trust between judicial systems. Delays in execution underline issues of sovereignty, human rights standards, and 

differences in legal systems. 

3. Governance and Rule of Law : Statements by leaders such as Amit Shah emphasise political will to ensure accountability 

and deter financial crimes, reinforcing the credibility of India’s justice system. 

Challenges Highlighted 

Long delays despite acceptance of extradition requests 

Legal hurdles in foreign courts, including asylum claims and human rights concerns 

High pendency of Letters Rogatory indicating procedural and capacity constraints 

Way Forward 
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Expanding extradition treaties and updating existing ones 

Strengthening MLAT mechanisms and fast-tracking judicial cooperation 

Enhancing capacity of specialised units like the CBI’s Global Operations Centre 

Leveraging multilateral conventions and digital evidence-sharing platforms 

Conclusion 

The record number of fugitives traced abroad in 2024–25 marks a qualitative shift in India’s fight against transnational crime. 

While actual extraditions remain limited due to legal and diplomatic constraints, the trend demonstrates stronger global 

engagement, improved investigative capacity, and sustained political resolve.  

 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques : Analyse the role of extradition treaties, multilateral conventions, and institutions like the CBI and Interpol in 

addressing transnational crime. How do delays in extradition impact India’s internal security and rule of law? (150 

Words) 
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Page 05 : GS III : Indian Economy  / Prelims Exam 

In response to multiple challenges facing India’s fisheries sector — including export uncertainties due to tariff fluctuations and 

climatic impacts on aquaculture — the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying has advised States to diversify 

both the types of species cultivated and the markets targeted. This initiative aims to make the sector more resilient, sustainable, 

and competitive globally.  

 

Key Government Directives 

1. Diversification of Species and Risk Mitigation 
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Farmers’ heavy reliance on a few species such as whiteleg shrimp 

(Litopenaeus vannamei) increases their risk of severe economic loss if disease outbreaks occur. 

Experience from past epidemics like the white spot syndrome virus that devastated brackish-water shrimp cultivation 

highlights this vulnerability. 

The Ministry has encouraged cultivation of a wider array of species — including scampi, tilapia, pangasius — particularly 

those with stronger export demand than traditional freshwater favorites such as rohu and catla. 

Efforts are also underway to improve indigenous shrimp varieties like Penaeus indicus and Penaeus monodon to reduce 

dependency on imported shrimp species and broaden exportable products.  

2. Adoption of Modern Farming Practices 

States have been urged to adopt integrated multi-trophic aquaculture (IMTA) and other advanced technologies that 

allow more efficient use of space and diversify production within the same system. 

These techniques can improve productivity while reducing environmental pressures inherent in intensive monoculture 

systems.  

3. Market Expansion and Global Engagement 

The Ministry has prompted States and industry stakeholders to identify and enter new export markets, and the Union 

Government has engaged with envoys from over 40 countries to explore cooperation and trade opportunities. 

Expanding into new markets is seen as essential to mitigate risks associated with tariff uncertainty in traditional destinations.  

4. Value Addition and Market Infrastructure Support 

Broader promotional measures by the Government aim to strengthen value chains, including cold chain facilities, processing 

units, and infrastructure under schemes such as the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY). 

Initiatives like reduced GST rates on value-added fish products support competitiveness and domestic consumption, 

complementing diversification goals.  

Significance for UPSC 

1. Agriculture and Allied Sectors :This policy reflects the need for resilience and sustainability in the fisheries sector — a key 

component of India’s agricultural and allied economy. Diversification mitigates systemic risk from disease outbreaks and climate 

variability, aligning with broader goals of sustainable food production. 

2. International Trade and Exports: Promotion of new markets and diversification of export products link directly to India’s 

external sectors and trade diplomacy. Engagement with diplomatic channels for market access shows integration of economic 

and foreign policy instruments. 
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3. Innovation and Technology Adoption Encouraging adoption of 

advanced aquaculture systems such as IMTA, along with state-level and private sector collaboration on technology transfer and 

research, highlights institutional emphasis on modernizing traditional sectors. 

4. Schemes and Policy Implementation: Diversity initiatives are embedded within flagship schemes such as PMMSY, showing 

the government’s use of financial instruments and policy tools to achieve strategic outcomes in rural development and export 

growth. 

Challenges Identified 

Ecological and Disease Risks: Intensifying diversification while maintaining biosecurity requires stronger regulatory and 

monitoring mechanisms. 

Infrastructure Gaps: Effective cold chains and market linkages remain uneven across States. 

Adoption Barriers: Small-scale farmers may face difficulties in adopting high-technology systems without adequate support 

mechanisms. 

Conclusion 

The Union Government’s advisories on diversifying the fish basket signal a strategic shift in India’s fisheries policy — balancing 

risk management, market expansion, and technology-led productivity.   

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: The Union Government’s recent advisory to States on diversifying aquaculture production is primarily aimed at: 

1. Reducing dependence on a single species and disease-related risks 

2. Increasing inland fisheries’ contribution to global exports 

3. Promoting climate-resilient and sustainable aquaculture practices 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (d) 
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Page 05 : GS III : Indian Economy  / Prelims Exam 
India’s ambition to become a global hub for next-generation battery manufacturing has encountered significant 

implementation hurdles. A recent report by the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis and JMK Research and 

Analytics highlights delays and structural constraints affecting the Advanced Chemistry Cell–Production Linked Incentive (ACC-

PLI) Scheme, launched in 2021 to catalyse domestic battery manufacturing and support the electric vehicle (EV) transition. 

 

Background of the ACC-PLI Scheme 

Launched by the Ministry of Heavy Industries in October 2021 

Total outlay: ₹18,100 crore 

Target: 50 GWh battery cell manufacturing capacity by 2026 

Incentive: up to ₹2,000 per kWh of batteries sold 
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Mandatory localisation: 

25% local value addition within 2 years 

60% within 5 years 

The scheme aimed to reduce India’s dependence on imports—particularly from China, the dominant global supplier of lithium-

ion battery cells—and to strengthen the domestic EV and energy storage ecosystem. 

Key Findings and Current Status 

As of October 2025: 

Only 1.4 GWh commissioned on time 

8.6 GWh under development but delayed 

Of the 50 GWh auctioned, only 30 GWh was effectively allotted 

Beneficiaries included Ola Electric, Reliance New Energy, Hyundai Global (later withdrew), and Rajesh Exports 

No incentives disbursed so far, as no company has begun commercial battery sales 

Core Challenges Highlighted 

1. Technological and Skill Deficit : India lacks a mature battery cell manufacturing ecosystem, including critical mineral refining 

and component manufacturing. Delays in visas for Chinese technical experts have further slowed technology transfer. 

2. Design Flaws in PLI Auctions : 

High net-worth requirements restricted participation to large conglomerates 

Companies with prior battery experience, such as Amara Raja and Exide Industries, were priced out 

Selected firms lacked direct expertise in advanced battery technologies 

3. Import Dependence and Supply Chain Risks: Despite the localisation mandate, India remains heavily dependent on Chinese 

imports for cells, components, and critical minerals, undermining strategic autonomy. 

4. EV Transition and Climate Goals : Delays in battery manufacturing could slow EV adoption, affecting India’s climate 

commitments and energy transition goals. 

Significance  

Industrial Policy: Demonstrates limits of incentive-led manufacturing without ecosystem readiness 
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Energy Security: Highlights strategic vulnerabilities in critical 

technologies 

Make in India & Atmanirbhar Bharat: Shows need for phased capability-building rather than capacity targets alone 

Governance: Importance of aligning policy design with market realities and technological constraints 

Way Forward 

Developing a comprehensive battery ecosystem covering mining, refining, and recycling 

Flexible localisation timelines linked to technology readiness 

Greater support for experienced domestic manufacturers and MSMEs 

Strategic international collaborations beyond a single-country dependency 

Investment in R&D and skill development for advanced battery technologies 

Conclusion 

The hurdles faced by the ACC-PLI scheme underline that financial incentives alone cannot fast-track complex, technology-

intensive manufacturing sectors. For India to succeed in next-generation battery manufacturing, policy must move beyond 

capacity creation to ecosystem development, technological capability, and strategic supply-chain resilience.  

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques:  Advanced Chemistry Cells (ACC), often mentioned in the context of electric vehicles, differ from conventional 

batteries because they: 

(a) Are based only on lead-acid technology 

(b) Are primarily used for grid-scale thermal power plants 

(c) Use advanced electrochemical technologies such as lithium-ion 

(d) Do not require critical minerals  

Ans: c) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: India’s ambition to achieve self-reliance in electric vehicle battery manufacturing faces structural constraints. Discuss in 

the context of the ACC-PLI scheme. (150 Words) 
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Page 06 : GS II : International Relations 
In an era marked by geopolitical uncertainty, trade protectionism, and weakening alliance assurances, the deepening 

engagement between India and the European Union (EU) has acquired renewed strategic significance. The forthcoming visit of 

Ursula von der Leyen and António Luís Santos da Costa to New Delhi—coinciding with India’s 77th Republic Day and the 16th 

India–EU Summit—symbolises more than diplomatic optics. It reflects an alignment of intent between two actors seeking 

strategic autonomy and resilience in a divided world. 

 

Context and Rationale 

India’s relations with traditional partners, particularly the United States, have witnessed strain amid tariff measures and sharp 

rhetoric over India’s energy ties with Russia. At the same time, Europe has faced its own strategic shocks—from dependence on 

Russian gas to vulnerabilities exposed by global supply-chain disruptions. This convergence of experiences has reinforced a 

shared understanding: alliances are no longer sufficient; diversified and balanced partnerships are essential. 

Key Pillars of the India–EU Engagement 



                        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

1. Free Trade Agreement (FTA) as a Geopolitical Tool 

Negotiations on the India–EU FTA, ongoing since 2007, have entered a critical phase. Beyond economics, the FTA is increasingly 

viewed as a geopolitical insurance policy. 

Gains for India: Improved market access for textiles, pharmaceuticals, chemicals, and IT-enabled services. 

Gains for the EU: Greater access to India’s expanding market in automobiles, machinery, and high-end manufacturing. 

Key Challenge: The EU’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), perceived by India as a non-tariff barrier affecting 

carbon-intensive exports such as steel and cement. The issue brings climate equity and differentiated responsibilities 

into sharp focus. 

2. Strategic and Defence Cooperation 

A proposed Security and Defence Partnership—on the lines of EU partnerships with Japan and South Korea—signals maturation 

of ties beyond trade. 

For the EU, India offers a large defence market and a credible Indo-Pacific partner. 

For India, cooperation aligns with the Make in India initiative, enabling defence co-production, technology access, and 

greater maritime coordination in the Indian Ocean region. 

3. Strategic Autonomy and Multipolarity 

Both India and the EU increasingly emphasise strategic autonomy—reducing over-dependence on any single power while 

retaining freedom of choice. This shared outlook distinguishes their partnership from bloc-based alignments and allows 

cooperation without vetoes from external actors such as the U.S., China, or Russia. 

Challenges Ahead 

Bureaucratic inertia on both sides 

Divergent regulatory and environmental standards 

Managing differences over Russia, China, and climate policies 

Conclusion 

The India–EU partnership today stands at a potential inflection point. With credibility, capital, and complementary capabilities, 

both sides can shape a pragmatic model of cooperation suited to a multipolar world—one that balances economic integration, 

strategic autonomy, and respect for sovereign choices. If translated from intent into action, this relationship could emerge as a 

stabilising pillar of global governance and a template for future partnerships in an increasingly fragmented international system. 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques : In a world marked by strategic uncertainty and weakening traditional alliances, India–EU relations are 

acquiring renewed relevance. Discuss the factors driving the convergence between India and the European Union. 

How can this partnership contribute to a multipolar and rules-based global order? (150 Words) 
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Page : 06 : Editorial Analysis  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper II : Indian Polity 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Delimitation after Census 2027 is not merely a technical 

exercise but a fundamental test of India’s federal balance and democratic fairness. Critically 

examine this statement. Discuss the challenges posed by population-based seat reallocation 

and suggest measures to balance the principles of equal representation and cooperative 

federalism. (250 Words) 
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Context :  

Delimitation, the constitutionally mandated process of redrawing electoral boundaries and reallocating parliamentary seats 

based on population, is set to become one of the most transformative political exercises in post-Independence India. As 

highlighted by former Chief Election Commissioner S.Y. Quraishi, the delimitation exercise due after Census 2027 will not 

merely adjust numbers; it will fundamentally reshape the balance of political power, federal relations, and the idea of 

representational fairness in India’s democracy. 

Constitutional and Historical Background 

Articles 82 and 170 of the Constitution mandate delimitation after every Census. 

However, the inter-State allocation of Lok Sabha seats has been frozen since 1976, based on the 1971 Census, to avoid 

penalising States that successfully implemented population control measures. 

The 84th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2001 extended this freeze until the first Census after 2026, effectively expiring 

with Census 2027. 

As a result, today’s representation is based on a population of 548 million, whereas India’s current population exceeds 1.4 

billion. 

Why Delimitation After 2027 Is Uniquely Consequential 

1. Demographic Divergence 

Since the 1970s, fertility rates across States have diverged sharply. Southern and western States achieved demographic 

transition through investments in education, health, and women’s empowerment, while northern States such as Uttar Pradesh 

and Bihar continue to grow faster. A purely population-based redistribution would significantly increase the political weight of 

high-population-growth States. 

2. Federalism vs. Equality of Vote 

If population alone becomes the criterion: 

Uttar Pradesh and Bihar together could command over one-fourth of Lok Sabha seats in an expanded House. 

Southern States may gain seats in absolute terms but lose relative influence, weakening their bargaining power in 

coalition politics. 

This creates a moral and constitutional dilemma: Should good governance and population control be punished with reduced 

political voice? 
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Options and Policy Debates  

Extend the Freeze Further 

Pros: Preserves current federal balance. 

Cons: Violates the principle of “one person, one vote” and risks challenge under Article 14 (equality before law). 

Expand the Lok Sabha (e.g., 750–888 seats) 

No State loses seats, but proportional gains still favour larger States. 

Weighted Formula for Seat Allocation 

Combine population (e.g., 70–80%) with development indicators such as literacy, health, and fertility control. 

Similar to the Finance Commission’s composite approach to tax devolution. 

Strengthen the Rajya Sabha as a Federal Chamber 

Restore domicile requirements. 

Revisit seat allocation to reduce population dominance, possibly adopting tier-based equal representation models 

inspired by the U.S. Senate. 

Reorganisation of Large States 

Bifurcation or trifurcation of Uttar Pradesh to prevent excessive concentration of political power, aligning 

administrative efficiency with federal balance. 

Phased Delimitation 

Implement redistribution over two election cycles (2034 and 2039) to minimise political disruption and allow 

adjustment. 

Governance and Process Concerns 

The Delimitation Commission’s composition must go beyond legal formalism and include demographers, constitutional 

experts, and federal scholars. 

Transparency, public consultations, and State participation are essential to maintain legitimacy. 

Internal redrawing of constituencies, including SC/ST reservations, must guard against arbitrariness and political 

manipulation. 

Conclusion 
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Delimitation after 2027 will test India’s ability to balance democratic 

equality with federal justice. While population-based representation is a constitutional imperative, ignoring governance 

outcomes and regional sensitivities risks undermining the federal spirit. If approached with transparency, empathy, and 

innovation, delimitation can modernise India’s democracy and reaffirm unity in diversity. If driven by narrow political 

arithmetic, it may recalibrate not just electoral maps, but the moral balance of the Republic itself. 

 

 

 


