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Page 01 & 04 : GS II : International Relations 

The recent detention of Nicolás Maduro, President of Venezuela, by U.S. forces in New York on charges of narco-terrorism has 

triggered a major constitutional, diplomatic, and geopolitical crisis in Latin America. In response, Venezuela’s Supreme Court 

appointed Vice-President Delcy Rodríguez as Acting President, while she simultaneously reaffirmed Maduro as the “rightful 

leader”. Statements by U.S. President Donald Trump have further escalated tensions, raising serious questions about sovereignty, 

international law, regime change politics, and global energy security. 

 

Key Developments 

Regime Disruption and Constitutional Uncertainty 

The capture of a sitting head of state by a foreign power is unprecedented in recent international relations and 

challenges the principle of sovereign equality of states under the UN Charter. 

Venezuela’s Supreme Court invoked “administrative continuity” to appoint an interim leader, indicating internal 

institutional alignment with the ruling establishment rather than regime collapse. 

U.S. Strategy: Sanctions to Direct Intervention 

The action marks a shift from economic sanctions and diplomatic isolation to direct coercive intervention. 

Mr. Trump’s remarks about “fixing” Venezuela’s oil infrastructure and selling its oil suggest a resource-driven 

geopolitical motive, reinforcing critiques of neo-imperialist behaviour. 
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Threats and Coercive Diplomacy 

The warning issued to Ms. Rodríguez reflects the use of coercive diplomacy, where political compliance is sought 

through threats rather than negotiation. 

Statements about possible intervention elsewhere (e.g., Greenland) point to a broader assertive U.S. foreign policy 

posture. 

Energy Geopolitics and OPEC Dynamics 

Venezuela, though a member of OPEC, currently contributes only about 1% of global oil supply due to sanctions 

and infrastructural decay. 

Venezuelan crude is heavy oil, limiting its marketability and making China the primary buyer. 

Any U.S. takeover of oil infrastructure could reshape supply chains but is unlikely to cause immediate global shocks. 

Implications for India 

Minimal Energy Security Impact 

Venezuela accounts for only 0.3% of India’s 

oil imports in FY 2025 (till November). 

Since 2019, India has diversified its crude 

sources and reduced exposure due to 

U.S. secondary sanctions. 

Therefore, no immediate threat to India’s 

energy security is anticipated. 

Strategic and Normative Concerns 

India traditionally supports non-

intervention, sovereignty, and peaceful 

resolution of disputes. 

Such unilateral actions by major powers 

undermine global governance norms 

and set destabilising precedents that 

concern middle powers like India. 

Balancing Relations 
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India must continue balancing its strategic partnership with 

the U.S. while upholding principles of international law and strategic autonomy. 

Broader International Significance 

The episode underscores the weaponisation of legal and economic instruments in geopolitics. 

It weakens faith in multilateralism and may encourage other powers to justify similar interventions. 

Latin America may witness renewed instability, reviving Cold War–style spheres of influence politics. 

Conclusion 

The detention of President Nicolás Maduro by the United States represents a critical inflection point in contemporary 

geopolitics, blurring the lines between law enforcement, regime change, and resource-driven intervention. While the immediate 

impact on India’s energy security is negligible, the episode raises profound concerns about sovereignty, international law, and 

the erosion of multilateral norms. For India and other emerging powers, the challenge lies in navigating an increasingly coercive 

global order while safeguarding strategic autonomy and a rules-based international system. 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question 

Ques: Energy security today is as much a geopolitical challenge as an economic one. Examine with reference to OPEC dynamics 

and recent events in Venezuela. (150 Words) 
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Page 06 : GS II : Governance / Prelims Exam 

The recent discovery of multiple carcasses of Olive Ridley turtle along the Visakhapatnam–Anakapalli coast has raised serious 

concerns at the start of the nesting season. Andhra Pradesh’s coastline is one of India’s important nesting habitats for this 

vulnerable marine species. The incident highlights persistent challenges related to unsustainable fishing practices, coastal 

regulation, and conservation governance. 

 

Key Issues Highlighted by the Incident 

Threat from Fishing Activities 

Experts suspect that the turtles drowned after getting entangled in fishing nets during migration. 

Olive Ridleys must surface every 40–45 minutes to breathe; entanglement leads to suffocation, making bycatch one 

of the leading causes of mortality. 

Illegal fishing within 8 km of the coastline violates the Andhra Pradesh Marine Fishing Regulation Act, pointing to 

gaps in enforcement. 

Ecological Significance of the Region 
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The Andhra Pradesh coast forms part of a broader eastern 

Indian marine ecosystem that supports seasonal nesting between December and April. 

The species is listed as ‘Vulnerable’ on the International Union for Conservation of Nature Red List, indicating a high 

risk of population decline if threats persist. 

Impact of Coastal Development and Artificial Lighting 

Artificial lighting along urbanised beaches disorients nesting females and hatchlings, which rely on natural light cues 

to move towards the sea. 

Festivals and tourism-related activities, such as Visakha Utsav, increase anthropogenic pressure during a biologically 

sensitive period. 

Conservation Measures and Institutional Response 

The Forest Department’s plan to establish four nesting zones and hatcheries, in collaboration with civil society 

organisations, reflects a community-based conservation approach. 

Temporary regulation of lighting and human movement during peak nesting periods is crucial for success. 

Broader Environmental and Governance Implications 

The incident illustrates the conflict between livelihood security of traditional fishers and marine biodiversity conservation. 

It underscores the need for Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs), real-time monitoring, and awareness among fishing communities. 

Effective coastal conservation requires convergence between environmental laws, fisheries management, local 

administration, and public participation, aligning with India’s commitments under global biodiversity frameworks. 

Conclusion 

The deaths of Olive Ridley turtles along the Visakhapatnam coast serve as a reminder that legal protection alone is insufficient 

without effective enforcement and ecological sensitivity in coastal development. As nesting season begins, balancing marine 

conservation with economic activities is imperative. Strengthening fisheries regulation, reducing light pollution, and empowering 

local communities can ensure that India’s eastern coast remains a safe and sustainable habitat for one of the world’s most iconic 

marine species. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to Olive Ridley sea turtles, consider the following statements: 

1. They are listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List. 

2. They require periodic surfacing to breathe and can drown if trapped underwater. 

3. The eastern coast of India is an important nesting ground for this species. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans : b) 
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Page 07 : GS III : Science and Tech / Prelims Exam 

A recent study published in Science has reported a previously unrecognised genetic code in certain archaea, including microbes 

found in Antarctic lakes. In these organisms, the TAG codon—traditionally a stop signal in protein synthesis—has been entirely 

repurposed to encode a rare amino acid, pyrrolysine (Pyl). This discovery challenges the long-held universality of the genetic 

code and opens new possibilities in protein engineering and synthetic biology. 

 

Background: The Genetic Code 

The genetic code is the set of rules by which DNA sequences are translated into proteins. 

It consists of 64 codons (triplets of nucleotides). 

61 sense codons encode 20 standard amino acids. 

3 stop codons (TAG, TAA, TGA) terminate protein synthesis. 
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While the code is largely universal, rare deviations exist, such as 

TGA encoding tryptophan in Mycoplasma or selenocysteine in humans. 

Key Findings of the Study 

Genome-wide Repurposing of TAG Codon 

In certain archaea, the TAG codon never functions as a stop codon. 

Instead, it always codes for pyrrolysine, resulting in: 

62 sense codons 

21 amino acids 

Only two stop codons 

The ‘Pyl Code’ 

Researchers propose the existence of a distinct “Pyl genetic code”, fundamentally different from the standard 

genetic code. 

This requires reinterpreting gene-to-protein predictions in these organisms. 

Extreme Environment Adaptation 

One studied archaeon thrives in Antarctic cold lakes, suggesting that genetic code flexibility may contribute to 

survival in extreme environments. 

Experimental Validation 

Using mass spectrometry, researchers confirmed pyrrolysine incorporation in dozens of proteins previously not 

known to contain it. 

The study further demonstrated that Escherichia coli could be genetically engineered to use the Pyl code and 

produce full-length Pyl-containing proteins. 

Scientific and Technological Significance 

Challenges the “universality” of the genetic code, a foundational concept in molecular biology. 

Enhances understanding of evolutionary plasticity at the molecular level. 

Provides tools to expand the amino acid repertoire of proteins beyond natural limits. 

Applications and Future Potential 
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Biotechnology and Synthetic Biology 

Enables site-specific incorporation of rare amino acids, allowing the design of proteins with novel chemical and 

functional properties. 

Potential applications in: 

Industrial enzymes 

Novel biomaterials 

Pharmaceuticals 

Bacteria as Biofactories 

Engineered microbes could be programmed to produce high-value proteins with enhanced stability or catalytic 

efficiency. 

Astrobiology and Evolutionary Biology 

Insights into how life adapts at the molecular level in extreme environments may inform the search for life beyond 

Earth. 

Conclusion 

The discovery of a genome-wide alternative genetic code in archaea marks a paradigm shift in molecular biology. By 

demonstrating that even the genetic code is evolutionarily flexible, the study not only deepens our understanding of life in 

extreme environments but also unlocks transformative possibilities in bioengineering. As science moves toward designing life at 

the molecular level, such discoveries will play a crucial role in shaping the future of biotechnology—while simultaneously raising 

important ethical and regulatory considerations. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Consider the following statements regarding the genetic code: 

1. The standard genetic code consists of 64 codons, of which three are stop codons. 

2. Pyrrolysine and selenocysteine are considered the 21st and 22nd amino acids respectively. 

3. In all archaea, the TAG codon exclusively codes for pyrrolysine instead of acting as a stop codon. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans : a)  

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: The discovery of a new genetic code in archaea challenges one of the foundational principles of molecular biology. 

Discuss the significance of this statement and examine its implications for biotechnology and synthetic biology. (150 Words) 
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Page 09 : GS I : Indian Society / Prelims Exam 
The continued invisibilisation of women’s labour—particularly unpaid domestic, care, emotional, and mental work—remains a 

major structural challenge in both national accounting and public policy. As highlighted by literary, empirical, and feminist 

economic perspectives, women across societies contribute substantially to social reproduction and economic stability, yet this 

labour is largely excluded from formal definitions of “work”. A 2023 report by the United Nations underscores this imbalance, 

noting that women globally spend 2.8 hours more per day than men on unpaid care and domestic work. 
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Core Issues Highlighted 

Unpaid and Emotional Labour: The Invisible Backbone 

Beyond physical domestic tasks, women disproportionately perform emotional and mental labour—managing 

relationships, caregiving, household planning, and emotional well-being. 

This labour is essential for the smooth functioning of families, labour markets, and societies, yet remains 

unmeasured, unpaid, and unrecognised in economic frameworks. 

Structural and Ideological Marginalisation 

Feminist scholars such as Nancy Fraser, Isabella Bakker, and Shirin Rai argue that care work is systematically 

devalued due to: 

The male breadwinner model 

GDP-centric growth paradigms 

Preference for physical infrastructure over social infrastructure 

These priorities divert public resources away from childcare, elder care, and mental health services—sectors heavily 

reliant on women’s labour. 

Production vs Social Reproduction Divide 

Scholars like Antonella Picchio highlight how economic thought historically separated “productive” market work 

from “social reproduction”, assigning the latter to women and rendering it non-economic. 

This divide entrenches gendered power relations and perpetuates women’s subordination. 

Comparative Global Responses 

Bolivia: Constitutional recognition of domestic work as value-creating economic activity with social security entitlements. 

Trinidad and Tobago: Counting Unremunerated Work Act, 1996 mandates measurement and valuation of unpaid work by 

gender. 

Argentina: Pension credits for unpaid care work linked to child-rearing. 

However, no country formally recognises emotional and mental labour, revealing the limits of current policy imagination. 

Indian Context 

India lacks a comprehensive legal or policy framework recognising unpaid care or emotional labour, despite its foundational 

role in sustaining households and the economy. 
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A notable judicial intervention came in Kannaian Naidu vs Kamsala 

Ammal, where the Madras High Court held that a wife’s unpaid household labour contributed indirectly to asset 

creation, entitling her to equal property rights. 

While progressive, such judicial recognition remains fragmented and does not translate into systemic economic valuation or 

compensation. 

Policy and Social Implications 

Failure to recognise women’s unpaid labour: 

Constrains women’s participation in the formal economy 

Reinforces gender inequality 

Pushes care burdens onto poorer and marginalised women through informal labour markets 

Sustainable reform requires: 

Redistribution of care responsibilities within households 

Investment in social infrastructure 

Time-use surveys and satellite accounts 

A redefinition of “work” beyond market productivity 

Conclusion 

The struggle to count women’s labour reflects deeper ideological biases embedded in economic thought and public policy. 

While limited legal and judicial recognitions mark important steps forward, they remain insufficient without a structural 

revaluation of care and emotional labour and a redistribution of caregiving responsibilities across genders. Recognising women’s 

unpaid work is not merely a question of equity; it is essential for building an inclusive, resilient, and sustainable economy. 

Without such recognition, economic growth will continue to rest on an invisible and unjust foundation. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Consider the following statements regarding unpaid care work: 

1. It includes domestic chores, caregiving, and emotional support activities. 

2. It is fully captured in GDP calculations through household consumption data. 

3. Women globally spend significantly more time on unpaid care work than men. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a)  

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss how unpaid care and emotional labour performed by women sustains households and economies, yet remains 

socially and economically invisible. What are the implications for gender equality? ( 150 Words) 
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Page 09 : GS III : Disaster Management  

Natural disasters are emerging as a major structural constraint on economic growth and human development in Asia. Recent 

data analysis highlights that India loses around 0.4% of its GDP every year due to natural disasters, underscoring the rising 

economic cost of climate variability and extreme events. As disaster frequency and intensity increase across Asia, disaster risk 

finance has become a critical policy priority for governments. 
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Scale and Pattern of Disaster Risk in Asia 

Rising Frequency and Human Impact 

Emerging Asian economies—China, India, and the ASEAN-11—experience on average 100 natural disasters annually, 

affecting nearly 80 million people each year. 

This reflects the growing interaction between climate change, rapid urbanisation, and ecological degradation. 

Geographical Variation of Risks 

India: Predominantly affected by hydrological disasters—floods and landslides. 

Philippines and Vietnam: High exposure to tropical cyclones and storms. 

China and Indonesia: Greater vulnerability to geophysical hazards, including earthquakes and volcanic activity. 

Myanmar: Losses driven largely by meteorological events such as cyclones and extreme temperatures. 

Economic Implications for India 

Between 1990 and 2024, India’s disaster-related losses averaged 0.4% of GDP annually, representing a persistent drain on 

public finances and development outcomes. 

Such losses divert fiscal resources away from health, education, infrastructure, and poverty alleviation, thereby compounding 

developmental challenges. 

Recurrent disasters also disproportionately affect vulnerable populations, deepening regional and social inequalities. 

Disaster Risk Index and Vulnerability 

Among Asian economies, India ranks second only to the Philippines on the World Risk Index. 

The index combines: 

Exposure: Population and assets at risk 

Vulnerability, comprising: 

Structural susceptibility 

Coping capacity (institutional and emergency response ability) 

Long-term adaptive capacity 
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India’s high ranking reflects not just exposure, but also gaps in 

urban planning, infrastructure resilience, and adaptive governance. 

Policy Shift: Disaster Risk Finance 

The escalating economic toll has pushed disaster risk finance to the forefront of policymaking. 

Key instruments include: 

Risk pooling and insurance mechanisms 

Dedicated disaster mitigation funds 

Resilient infrastructure investment 

Data-driven early warning and risk assessment systems 

For India, integrating disaster risk into fiscal planning and infrastructure design is essential to prevent repeated economic 

shocks. 

Conclusion 

India’s annual loss of 0.4% of GDP due to natural disasters signals that disasters are no longer episodic shocks but systemic 

economic risks. As climate extremes intensify, the focus must shift from reactive relief to proactive risk reduction and financial 

preparedness. Strengthening disaster risk finance, improving adaptive capacity, and embedding resilience into development 

planning are essential for safeguarding economic growth and ensuring sustainable development in an era of rising climate 

uncertainty. 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques : Natural disasters in India are no longer episodic events but structural economic risks. In this context, examine how 

recurrent disasters lead to long-term GDP losses and developmental setbacks. (250 words) 
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Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis  
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Context :  

As 2026 begins, China presents a paradoxical posture—simultaneously confident and constrained. Despite visible economic 

headwinds, Beijing projects strategic assertiveness externally while tightening political and security control domestically. For 

India, this evolving Chinese posture, combined with a recalibration in the United States approach toward both Beijing and New 

Delhi, has narrowed strategic space and complicated the management of an already fraught bilateral relationship. 

China’s Strategic Mood: From Anxiety to Assertiveness 

Until late 2024, Chinese strategic circles reflected anxiety over U.S. containment and economic slowdown. 

By mid-2025, this shifted to renewed confidence—bordering on hubris—driven by: 

Tactical stabilisation of U.S.–China ties 

Expanded influence in the Global South 

Deepening alignment with Russia 

Sustained dominance in global manufacturing and exports 

This confidence, however, coexists with an awareness within the Chinese leadership of long-term structural vulnerabilities. 

Domestic Constraints and the Turn Inward 

Economic Stress 

China’s growth trajectory remains weaker than headline figures suggest. 

Persistent deflation, property sector distress, weak domestic demand, and fiscal stress at local government levels 

continue to constrain growth. 

State-led Economic Model 

Under Xi Jinping, China has doubled down on: 

National security–centric development 

Technological self-reliance 

GS Paper II : International Relations 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question :  How does China’s “two-ocean strategy” and expanding 

naval presence in the Indian Ocean Region affect India’s maritime security calculus? (150 words) 
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Advanced manufacturing, AI, semiconductors, and 

green technologies 

The 15th Five-Year Plan (2026–30) prioritises insulation from external supply-chain shocks rather than consumption-

led growth. 

Export Dependence and “China Shock 2.0” 

China’s trade surplus exceeding $1 trillion in 2025 underscores its reliance on exports. 

This has generated global trade disruptions, intensifying concerns in both developed and developing economies. 

For India, this has widened the trade deficit and exposed vulnerabilities in pharmaceuticals, electronics, green 

energy, and critical minerals. 

Political Consolidation and Military Posture 

Domestically, political control has tightened through: 

Information control 

Ideological discipline 

Expanded definition of national security 

Simultaneously, internal dysfunctions surfaced through purges within the military establishment. 

The People’s Liberation Army continues rapid modernisation, including nuclear capability expansion and doctrinal shifts 

toward a more assertive posture, increasing regional risk. 

Great Power Dynamics: U.S.–China Recalibration 

Under President Trump’s second term, U.S.–China relations have shifted from systemic rivalry to primarily economic 

competition. 

The Indo-Pacific has lost strategic centrality for Washington, though rivalry persists, as demonstrated by U.S. intervention in 

Venezuela affecting Chinese interests. 

Limited U.S.–China de-escalation has created a “G2 overlay”, constraining the strategic autonomy of middle powers. 

Implications for India 

Shrinking Strategic Space 

India’s perceived centrality in U.S. Indo-Pacific strategy has diminished. 

China increasingly views India’s outreach as driven by uncertainty in India–U.S. ties, reducing Beijing’s incentive to 

accommodate Indian concerns. 

India–China Relations 

2025 saw cautious stabilisation but no resolution of structural issues. 

Border disengagement has not translated into de-escalation, with buffer zones potentially institutionalising Chinese 

gains. 

Continued frictions include: 

China–Pakistan strategic coordination 

Infrastructure projects in Tibet 
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Supply-chain coercion (rare earths) 

Repeated assertions over Arunachal Pradesh 

Strategic Response Required 

India must combine calibrated engagement with strengthened deterrence. 

Accelerating domestic technological and industrial capacity is critical. 

External balancing remains relevant but must be pursued with realism amid U.S.–China tactical accommodation. 

Conclusion 

China’s posture as 2026 begins reflects a blend of strategic confidence and underlying caution—an assertive external approach 

resting on an internally stressed economic and political system. For India, this environment demands strategic patience, 

resilience, and clarity. Navigating a world marked by selective U.S.–China accommodation and Chinese grey-zone assertiveness 

will require India to reduce immediate risks through engagement while systematically strengthening its long-term economic, 

technological, and military foundations. The challenge is not episodic, but structural—and preparation must be for the long haul. 

 

 

 


