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Page 01 : GS II : Indian Polity / Prelims Exam 

In a significant judicial observation on February 17, 2026, the Supreme Court of India emphasized that political leaders and 

constitutional functionaries have a foundational duty to foster fraternity. 

Hearing a petition against "toxic" and "discriminatory" speeches by high-ranking officials, a three-judge Bench led by Chief 

Justice of India (CJI) Surya Kant remarked that in a "75-year-old mature democracy," such behavior is unbecoming and erodes 

the constitutional commitment to equal citizenship. 

 

Contextual Background 

The petition, filed by activist Roop Rekha Verma and others, highlighted instances where Chief Ministers and senior officials 

made public statements that allegedly: 

Stigmatized entire communities. 

Legitimized discriminatory governance. 

Vitiated the public atmosphere, creating a "chilling effect" on vulnerable groups. 

The petitioners sought judicially framed guidelines to govern the public speech of constitutional functionaries, arguing that 

while ordinary citizens have free speech, the words of state officials carry the "imprimatur of the State" and influence 

administrative action. 
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Key Judicial Observations 

The Principle of Fraternity : Justice B.V. Nagarathna noted that political leaders must ultimately foster fraternity. She 

described fraternity as the essential glue for a diverse nation, citing that the "origin of speech is thought" and 

emphasized the need to align public discourse with constitutional values. 

Constitutional Morality: The Bench urged all political parties to adhere to Constitutional Morality—the idea that 

governance and public conduct should reflect the spirit of the Constitution, not just its literal text. This includes mutual 

respect and self-restraint. 

Avoiding the "Political Thicket": The Court expressed hesitation about entering the "political thicket." CJI Surya Kant 

pointed out that the petition seemed to target individuals from a specific political party. The Court insisted that any 

exercise to frame guidelines must be objective, impartial, and non-populist. 

Existing Guardrails: The Court questioned why political parties do not have internal codes of conduct to control their 

leaders' speech. It also noted that public servants (IAS/IPS) are already governed by rigorous Service Rules, suggesting 

that the vacuum lies primarily in the conduct of "public figures" (politicians). 

Core Concepts 

Concept Description Constitutional Basis 

Fraternity 
A sense of common brotherhood among all Indians; gives unity 

and solidarity to social life. 

Preamble; Article 51A (e) (Fundamental 

Duties). 

Constitutional 

Morality 

Adherence to the core values of the Constitution (Justice, 

Liberty, Equality, Fraternity) in both letter and spirit. 

Derived from the Basic Structure 

doctrine & Preamble. 

Hate Speech vs. Free 

Speech 

The balance between Article 19(1)(a) (Free Speech) and 

reasonable restrictions under Article 19(2). 

Article 19(2); Sections 153A, 295A of 

the BNS (formerly IPC). 

Trinity of Democracy 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s idea that Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity are 

inseparable. 
Constituent Assembly Debates (1949). 

 

Analysis for Mains 

The "Imprimatur of the State" 

The petition raises a crucial point for Ethics (GS Paper IV): public officials are not "ordinary speakers." Their statements are 

perceived as state policy. When a person in a high constitutional office makes a divisive remark, it: 

Undermines Neutrality: Erodes the perception of the state as a neutral arbiter. 



                        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Influences Bureaucracy: May signal to law enforcement and 

administrators that discriminatory action is permissible. 

Threatens Social Cohesion: Weakens the "social capital" necessary for economic and social development. 

The Challenge of Judicial Guidelines 

As Justice Bagchi noted, "a court can only issue orders; implementation remains a challenge." Previously, in the Kaushal Kishor 

(2023) case, a Constitution Bench held that the state is not vicariously liable for personal statements made by ministers. The 

current Bench's call for a "fresh, objective plea" suggests the Judiciary is now looking for a more systemic way to enforce self-

regulation among political entities. 

Conclusion 

The Supreme Court's stance reaffirms that Fraternity is not a mere "ornamental" word in the Preamble but a functional 

requirement for democracy. While the Court is wary of overstepping into political territory, its emphasis on "Constitutional 

Morality" serves as a warning to functionaries that the privilege of public office comes with the burden of restraint. A mature 

democracy requires more than just laws; it requires a "public conscience" and a culture of mutual respect. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: The term “Constitutional Morality” has been emphasised by the Supreme Court of India in several judgments. It 

primarily implies: 

(a) Following traditions and customs of society 

(b) Adherence to majority opinion 

(c) Strict obedience to executive instructions 

(d) Commitment to constitutional values over popular morality 

Ans : d) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Examine the role of the judiciary in preserving constitutional ethos without entering the ‘political thicket’. (250 words) 
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Page 01 : GS II : International Relations  

The meeting between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Emmanuel Macron on February 17, 2026, marks a 

watershed moment in bilateral ties, elevating the relationship to a "Special Global Strategic Partnership." This visit, centered in 

Mumbai and Bengaluru, underscores a shift from a purely buyer-seller relationship to one of co-development, co-production, 

and shared global governance. 

 

Key Outcomes of the 2026 Summit 

1. Defence & Security (The "Aatmanirbhar" Push) 

10-Year Renewal: The Defence Cooperation Agreement was renewed for another decade. 

Aviation Landmarks: Virtually inaugurated the Airbus H-125 Helicopter Final Assembly Line in Karnataka—the first for the 

private sector. 
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Rafale Indigenization: India requested increasing indigenous 

content in Rafale jets to 50% and expanding MRO (Maintenance, Repair, and Overhaul) facilities in India. 

Missile Manufacturing: MoU signed between Safran and BEL to manufacture Hammer missiles in India. 

Reciprocal Deployment: Agreement for the reciprocal deployment of armed forces and exchange of officers between Land 

Forces. 

2. Technology & Innovation 

Horizon 2047 Roadmap: Established an annual Foreign Ministers’ Dialogue to monitor this long-term blueprint. 

New Centers of Excellence: 

Indo-French Centre for AI in Health. 

Indo-French Centre for Digital Science and Technology. 

National Centre of Excellence for Skilling in Aeronautics. 

Year of Innovation: Launched the India-France Year of Innovation to boost start-up ecosystems. 

3. Diplomacy & Economy 

DTAA Amendment: Amended the protocol on the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement to ease cross-border 

investments. 

Anti-Hegemony Stance: Both leaders emphasized a world order based on the rule of law, specifically advocating for 

"transparent algorithms" in AI that respect diversity. 

Why France is India's "Resident Power" Partner 

Strategic Autonomy: France has historically been India’s most reliable partner, often refusing to join international 

sanctions against India (e.g., after the 1998 nuclear tests). Both nations value Strategic Autonomy—the ability to make 

sovereign decisions without being tethered to superpower blocs (USA or Russia/China). 

The Indo-Pacific Pillar: France is a resident power in the Indian Ocean due to its overseas territories (e.g., Reunion Island). 

The Reciprocal Deployment agreement is a "force multiplier" for the Indian Navy, allowing access to French naval 

bases, which is critical for monitoring the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) against maritime threats and piracy. 

Combatting Hegemony: President Macron’s comment on finding a "way against hegemony" signals a joint Indo-French 

vision for a multipolar world. It suggests that neither country wants the world to be polarized by a US-China rivalry, 

but rather governed by a "Third Way" that prioritizes international law and diverse cultural values. 

Summary Table for Quick Revision 
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Sector Key Highlight 

Defence 
10-year renewal; H-125 Helicopter assembly line; 

Hammer missile JV. 

Economy 
Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) protocol 

amendment. 

Technology 
Indo-French Centre for AI in Health; Digital Science 

partnership. 

Diplomacy 
Annual Foreign Ministers' Dialogue; "Special Global 

Strategic Partnership." 

Regional 
Focus on IOR stability and anti-terrorism (tribute to 26/11 

victims). 

Conclusion 

The India-France partnership has transcended traditional diplomacy to become a "future-building platform." By moving into 

niche areas like AI ethics, critical minerals, and helicopter manufacturing, the two nations are creating a blueprint for how a 

developed and a developing economy can collaborate without hierarchy. As PM Modi noted, this partnership is indeed a 

"force for stability" in an increasingly volatile global landscape. 

 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: India–France relations have evolved from transactional defence trade to transformational strategic 

collaboration. Discuss. (250 words) 
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Page 07 : GS II : Social Justice  
This news report highlights a critical public health gap in India: despite being the world’s second-largest tobacco producer and 

consumer, India's taxation policy remains significantly below global benchmarks, rendering tobacco products affordable and 

undermining cessation efforts. 

 

Core Issues: The Tax Gap 

1. Falling Short of WHO Benchmarks 

The World Health Organization (WHO) recommends that taxes should constitute at least 75% of the retail price of tobacco 

products to effectively deter consumption. 

India's Status: Current taxes on cigarettes account for only 53% of the retail price. 
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Impact: Because tax hikes haven't kept pace with the Consumer 

Price Index (CPI), cigarettes remain affordable for youth and low-income groups. 

2. The "Beedi" Paradox 

While cigarettes face higher duties, Beedis—the most common form of smoking in India—enjoy a lower GST rate of 18%. 

The Inequity: Since beedis are primarily consumed by lower-income strata, the lower tax rate worsens health inequities, as 

this group bears a disproportionate burden of tobacco-related diseases but faces fewer financial barriers to 

consumption. 

Health and Environmental Impact 

The Biological Hook 

Nicotine reaches the brain within seconds, triggering the dopaminergic reward system. Additives like menthol allow nicotine to 

linger longer, increasing dependency. 

Annual Mortality: 1.35 million deaths in India due to cancer, lung disease, and stroke. 

Environmental Degradation 

Beyond human health, the tobacco industry is a major pollutant. 

Waste: Trillions of cigarette butts containing plastic filters leach harmful chemicals into the soil and water. 

COP11 Decisions: The 2025 Geneva Conference (COP11) specifically focused on the liability of the tobacco industry for 

environmental damage. 

Obstacles to Regulation 

1. Industry Interference 

The WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC), to which India is a party, warns against "Tobacco Industry 

Interference." This includes: 

Lobbying: Influencing policy to keep taxes low. 

Economic Argument: Highlighting tobacco as a massive source of state revenue and employment (India is a top producer). 

Illicit Trade Myth: The industry often argues that high taxes lead to smuggling, a claim often used to derail tax hikes. 

2. Commercial Determinants of Health (CDH) 
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This article touches upon a rising theme in GS Paper II (Health) and 

Paper IV (Ethics): Commercial Determinants of Health. This refers to private sector activities that affect people's health positively 

or negatively. Experts suggest that the regulatory framework used for tobacco (like the FCTC) should be expanded to: 

The Alcohol Industry. 

The Ultra-processed Food Industry (High Fat, Sugar, and Salt - HFSS foods). 

Summary Table for Quick Reference 

Metric WHO Recommendation India's Current Status 

Cigarette Tax Share 75% of Retail Price ~53% 

Beedi GST Rate Recommended 40%+ 18% 

Annual Deaths - 1.35 Million (India) 

Global Rank - 2nd (Consumer & Producer) 

Conclusion 

For India to achieve its public health goals and reduce the burden on its healthcare infrastructure, tobacco taxation must move 

beyond a "revenue-generating" exercise to a "public health" tool. Aligning with the 75% WHO benchmark and removing the tax 

leniency for beedis are essential steps to protect vulnerable populations and the environment from the "commercial 

determinants" of disease. 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Taxation is one of the most effective tools to reduce tobacco consumption, yet its implementation in India 

remains suboptimal. Critically examine. (250 words) 
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Page 10 : GS II : Indian Polity  
In a vibrant democracy, satire serves as a "mirror to the absurd," using ridicule and irony to critique those in power. However, 

recent government actions—including the blocking of satirical content and the notification of the IT (Intermediary Guidelines 

and Digital Media Ethics Code) Amendment Rules, 2026—have sparked a debate on whether lampooning can truly be a threat 

to national security. As the Supreme Court observes, a "75-year-old mature democracy" must be robust enough to withstand a 

"bee sting of scorn." 

 

The New Regulatory Landscape (2026) 

1. The 3-Hour Takedown Rule 

The IT Amendment Rules 2026 (effective February 20, 2026) significantly tighten the government's grip on digital content: 
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Time Compression: Social media platforms now have only three 

hours to remove content deemed illegal or harmful by the government, a sharp drop from the previous 24–36 hour 

window. 

Synthetic Content: The rules explicitly cover AI-generated or "synthetically-generated" content, reflecting concerns raised 

at the Global AI Impact Summit. 

2. The 'Sahyog' Portal 

The Karnataka High Court recently upheld the 'Sahyog' portal, an automated government system for sending blocking notices to 

intermediaries. While the government argues this streamlines law enforcement, platforms like X (formerly Twitter) contend it 

bypasses the mandatory procedural safeguards of Section 69A of the IT Act. 

Judicial Philosophy on Satire 

The Indian Judiciary has consistently protected satire through several landmark judgments: 

Case Law Judicial Stance 

Shreya Singhal (2015) 
Held that the 'originator' of content must be heard before blocking; reasons for blocking must fall 

strictly under Article 19(2). 

Indibily Creative (2019) 
Defined satire as an "exaggeration beyond normal bounds" to expose social ills. Noted that art 

unites while tyranny separates. 

Kama v. M. Jothisorupan 

(2018) 

Termed a cartoon a "weapon of ridicule" that is least effective if it tries to "pat a politician on the 

back." 

Imran Pratapgarhi Case 

(2025) 

Stated that the Republic is not so "shaky" that a poem or stand-up comedy can trigger communal 

hatred. 

The Conflict of Interest 

Satire vs. National Security: The government often invokes "security of the state" or "friendly relations with foreign states" 

(Article 19(2)) to block content. However, the Supreme Court warns that using these provisions to stifle political debate 

breeds "revolution" in the long term. For a "reasonable person," satire is a joke; for a "hyper-sensitive" state, it is 

perceived as a threat. 

Procedural Propriety: A major legal concern is Rule 16 of the 2009 IT Rules, which maintains "blanket confidentiality" over 

blocking orders. This prevents the creator from knowing why their content was removed, making judicial review nearly 

impossible. The recent petition by the Software Freedom Law Center (SFLC) challenges this "emergency" power. 
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The "Chilling Effect” : The 3-hour takedown requirement may 

force intermediaries to over-censor content to avoid legal liability (the loss of Safe Harbour). This leads to a "chilling 

effect" where artists and journalists self-censor to avoid the "automated" wrath of portals like Sahyog. 

Conclusion 

The legacy of Indian democracy, from Nehru’s "Don’t spare me, Shankar" to current judicial protections, suggests that satire is a 

sign of a healthy, "thick-skinned" polity. While AI and synthetic media present new challenges, the fundamental right to poke fun 

at the powerful remains a cornerstone of free speech. As the Supreme Court continues to hear challenges to the 2026 Rules, the 

focus must remain on ensuring that "national security" does not become a convenient shroud for "political discomfort." 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss the constitutional and procedural concerns surrounding the 3-hour takedown rule and the Sahyog portal. (150 

Words) 
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Page 11 : GS I : Modern History / Prelims Exam 
The 1946 Royal Indian Navy (RIN) Revolt, also known as the Naval Mutiny, stands as one of the most significant yet under-

discussed chapters of India’s freedom struggle. Occurring just a year before Independence, it represented a rare moment of 

complete breakdown in colonial military authority and an extraordinary display of communal unity. 
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The Spark: February 18, 1946 

The revolt began at HMIS Talwar in Bombay (now Mumbai) when nearly 1,100 naval ratings (non-commissioned sailors) went on 

a hunger strike. Their grievances were rooted in both professional and nationalistic concerns: 

Racial Discrimination: Grossly unequal treatment compared to British counterparts. 

Poor Living Conditions: Substandard food (often described as "inedible") and low wages. 

Political Context: The ongoing trials of the Indian National Army (INA) soldiers had radicalized the armed forces. 

Scale and Spread of the Uprising 

What started as a localized strike quickly transformed into a pan-India insurrection. The scale was unprecedented for a military 

revolt: 

Participation: Nearly 20,000 ratings joined the revolt. 

Geography: It spread to 78 ships and 20 shore establishments across Bombay, Karachi, Madras, Vishakhapatnam, Calcutta, 

and even Delhi. 

Symbolism: In a powerful display of political unity, the ratings hoisted three flags on the masts of their ships: the Tricolour 

(Congress), the Green Flag (Muslim League), and the Red Flag (Communist Party). 

The People's Revolt: Unity on the Streets 

The significance of the 1946 revolt lies in the Popular Fraternisation—the bridge between the military and the common citizens. 

Communal Harmony: Despite the sharpening communal polarization of the mid-1940s, Hindu and Muslim workers, 

students, and residents fought side-by-side. 

Bombay as the Epicenter: The mill districts and Muslim neighborhoods like Bhendi Bazar became fortresses of resistance. 

Protesters set up barricades, disrupted transport, and engaged in street battles with British troops. 

Casualties: The British response was brutal. In the street fights of Bombay alone, approximately 228 to 250 people were 

killed and over 1,000 injured by machine-gun fire and bayonets. 

Analysis for UPSC: Historical Significance 

1. The "Last Nail" in the Colonial Coffin: The revolt proved to the British that they could no longer rely on the Indian military 

to maintain their hold over the colony. As Clement Attlee (the then UK PM) later admitted, the erosion of loyalty in the Royal 

Indian Navy and Army was a primary reason for the hurried British exit. 
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2. Comparison with 1857: Unlike the 1857 Sepoy Mutiny, which was 

largely confined to Northern and Central India and led by displaced royalty, the 1946 revolt was urban, proletarian, and highly 

politicized, involving modern military technology and global anti-colonial ideologies. 

3. The Role of National Leadership: Interestingly, the mainstream leadership (Congress and Muslim League) was wary of the 

revolt. Sardar Patel and Muhammad Ali Jinnah eventually persuaded the ratings to surrender on February 23, 1946, fearing that a 

violent military uprising might lead to anarchy just as the transfer of power was being negotiated. 

Legacy: The "Flower of Hope" 

The poet Sahir Ludhianvi described the event as a "flower of hope." It remains a testament to the fact that even at the height of 

communal frenzy, a common anti-imperialist goal could unite the diverse Indian populace. 

Feature Details 

Duration February 18 – February 23, 1946 

Core Demand Better conditions, end to racialism, release of INA prisoners. 

Key Location HMIS Talwar (Bombay). 

Turning Point Surrender following advice from Patel and Jinnah. 

Conclusion 

The 80th anniversary of the RIN Revolt (2026) serves as a reminder of the "potentialities of popular solidarities." For UPSC 

aspirants, this event is a crucial study in the Civil-Military relationship and the Final Phase of the Freedom Struggle (1942-1947). 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Which feature distinguished the 1946 RIN Revolt from the Revolt of 1857? 

(a) Leadership by displaced royalty 

(b) Predominantly rural base 

(c) Urban, industrial and ideologically politicised character 

(d) Absence of military participation  

Ans: c) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: “The 1946 RIN Revolt was the last major shock that convinced the British of the untenability of colonial rule in 

India.” Examine. (250 words)  
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Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis  
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Context :  

The Indian aviation sector reached a tipping point in late 2025 when an operational crisis at IndiGo triggered a massive spike in 

airfares. While the Ministry of Civil Aviation and the DGCA intervened with temporary price caps and data requests, these 

measures remain reactive. To transition from a "firefighting" mode to a "preventative" oversight role, India must adopt a 

systematic, data-rich framework—similar to international standards—to distinguish between legitimate supply-demand 

fluctuations and the abuse of market dominance. 

The Core Problem: A Regulatory Information Gap 

Currently, the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) primarily tracks passenger volumes and freight traffic. However, it 

lacks granular visibility into: 

Actual Ticket-Level Fares: Data on what passengers are specifically paying across different routes. 

Long-term Trends: A consistent analytical framework to study fare behavior over time. 

Algorithmic Transparency: Monitoring how airline pricing engines behave during peak periods or when competition is low. 

Without this "digital trail," regulators cannot objectively prove when a price surge crosses the line into predatory or monopolistic 

behavior. 

The Proposed Solution: The US "DB1B" Model 

The analysis suggests that India should emulate the U.S. Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) and its Airline Origin and 

Destination Survey (DB1B). 

Feature US DB1B Model Current Indian Model 

Data Scope 10% random sample of all domestic tickets. Aggregate passenger/freight volumes. 

Granularity Ticket-level (fares, routes, carriers). General traffic data; ad hoc fare requests. 

Utility Long-term trend analysis and academic research. Crisis-driven reactive investigations. 

GS Paper III : Indian Economy 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Discuss how data transparency can improve competition 

and consumer welfare in network industries like aviation. (250 Words) 
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Feature US DB1B Model Current Indian Model 

Transparency Publicly accessible (with a quarterly delay). Data largely held by private airlines. 

 

Strategic Benefits of Data Transparency 

1. Market Hygiene & Self-Regulation 

Much like a highway speed camera, the presence of a monitoring system encourages airlines to build ethical guardrails into their 

pricing algorithms. Knowing the data is subject to scrutiny prevents opportunistic price gouging. 

2. Assessing Competitive Behavior 

A robust dataset allows regulators to identify specific patterns: 

The "Southwest Effect": Analyzing how the entry of a low-cost carrier affects fares and traffic on a specific route. 

Market Power: Identifying if routes dominated by a single airline have disproportionately higher fares than competitive 

routes. 

Post-Exit Spikes: Tracking if fares rise unfairly after a competitor leaves a specific flight path. 

3. Evidence-Based Policy 

Decades of data can help the government move away from blunt instruments like price caps, which can distort market dynamics, 

and move toward targeted antitrust actions. 

Addressing Counter-Arguments 

The aviation industry often resists transparency citing "proprietary information" or "technical loads." The analysis counters these 

by proposing: 

A 10% Random Sample: This protects the "how" (the secret algorithms) while revealing the "what" (the final market price). 

Quarterly Delay: Releasing data with a time lag prevents airlines from using the information for real-time price 

coordination, thus maintaining competitive tension. 

Conclusion 

For India to sustain its position as a global aviation leader, its regulatory infrastructure must evolve alongside its passenger 

numbers. Shifting from ad-hoc interventions to a data-first framework—where the DGCA and the public can "keep score"—will 

ensure a fairer marketplace. Transparency is not just about catching bad actors; it is about creating an environment where 

competition thrives, algorithms are ethical, and the consumer is protected by facts rather than just emergency mandates. 

 

 

 


