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Page 07 : GS I : Social Issues 

In India, infertility is frequently reduced to a biomedical failure or a social stigma, overlooking the profound psychological 

landscape that governs reproductive health. While the National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5) indicates a decline in India's Total 

Fertility Rate (TFR) to 2.0, the "fertility industry" continues to grow. However, a significant gap exists between clinical 

advancements and societal perceptions. The discourse is shifting toward recognizing that mental health is not a peripheral 

consequence of infertility, but a central determinant of reproductive outcomes. 

 

News Analysis: The Infertility-Mental Health Nexus 

1. The Gendered Burden of Infertility 
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In the Indian social imagination, womanhood is often viewed as 

synonymous with motherhood. This patriarchal narrative places the "moral burden" of childlessness almost exclusively on 

women. 

Social Exclusion: Women facing infertility are often excluded from auspicious ceremonies (weddings, baby showers), 

leading to "identity fragmentation" and deep-seated shame. 

Misplaced Blame: Even when medical reports indicate male-factor infertility, the cultural script continues to castigate the 

woman, reinforcing a systemic gender bias in Indian society. 

2. The Science of Silence: Male Infertility 

The silence surrounding male mental health is not just a social issue but a biological one. Emerging research (notably studies in 

Frontiers in Endocrinology and Reproductive Biology and Endocrinology) reveals: 

Biological Impairment: Depression and anxiety in men are linked to reduced sperm concentration, motility, and 

dysregulation of the mitochondrial PDK–PDC axis, essential for sperm metabolism. 

HPA Axis Activation: Chronic stress triggers the Hypothalamic–Pituitary–Adrenal (HPA) axis, increasing cortisol levels that 

destabilize the hormonal environment required for healthy sperm production. 

Paradox of Patriarchy: The very norms that "insulate" men from blame also discourage them from seeking psychological 

help, inadvertently worsening the biological conditions of infertility. 

3. The "Cruel Feedback Loop" for Women 

For women, the interplay between social pressure and biology creates a self-reinforcing cycle. 

Stress as a Precursor: High levels of salivary alpha-amylase (a stress biomarker) correlate with reduced fecundability. 

Physiological Barrier: The emotional distress caused by social stigma is "inscribed in the endocrine system," making the 

body less conducive to conception. 

Treatment Paradox: The rigors of IVF—characterized by hope, hyper-vigilance, and disappointment—often create a 

"mechanical" intimacy, eroding the relational bond that supports reproductive health. 

4. Structural Challenges in Fertility Care 

Despite the clear links, the Indian medical ecosystem often treats mental health as a "decorative add-on." 

Lack of Integration: Clinical assessments prioritize hormonal assays and ultrasounds over psychological screenings. 

Relational Erosion: The intense focus on clinical "success" can hollow out the partnership, turning connection into a 

performance. 
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Conclusion 

Infertility in India is a multifaceted challenge that requires moving beyond a purely biomedical approach. Addressing it 

effectively necessitates severing the cultural link between womanhood and motherhood and bringing men into the center 

of the reproductive health conversation. For India to modernize its fertility landscape, it must replace stigma with science and 

silence with dialogue. Only by integrating mental health support as a core component of clinical care—on par with medical 

interventions—can we hope to bridge the gap between biological potential and social reality. 

 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Infertility in India is not merely a biomedical condition but a significant psychosocial challenge. Discuss the mental health 

dimensions of infertility in India and suggest measures to integrate mental health support into infertility care. (150 Words) 
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Page 10 : GS III : Indian Economy 

For decades, India’s power distribution companies (DISCOMs) have been the "Achilles' heel" of the energy value chain, plagued 

by chronic financial losses and operational inefficiencies. However, as of 2026, the sector is witnessing a historic shift. For the first 

time, DISCOMs have collectively recorded a positive Profit After Tax (PAT) of ₹2,701 crore in FY 2024-25, signaling a "decisive 

turnaround" from the massive losses of the previous decade. While this progress is commendable, the sustainability of this 

recovery remains under scrutiny as it is heavily buoyed by state government interventions and subsidies. 

 

Key Drivers of the Turnaround 
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The recent improvement in DISCOM performance is attributed to a 

combination of infrastructure modernization and strict financial discipline enforced by the Union government. 

1. Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS) 

Infrastructure & Metering: The RDSS has been a game-changer by linking financial assistance to performance benchmarks. 

The rollout of prepaid smart meters (reaching over 5.28 crore installations by end-2025) has improved billing and 

collection efficiency. 

Loss Reduction: Aggregate Technical and Commercial (AT&C) losses have plummeted from 22.6% in 2014 to 15.04% in 

2025, nearing the ideal global standard. 

2. Enhanced Financial Discipline 

Late Payment Surcharge (LPS) Rules: The introduction of the 2022 LPS rules forced DISCOMs to clear legacy dues to 

power generators. Total outstanding dues dropped from ₹1.4 lakh crore in 2022 to just ₹4,927 crore by January 2026. 

ACS-ARR Gap: The gap between the Average Cost of Supply (ACS) and Average Revenue Realised (ARR) has narrowed 

significantly to 0.06 paise per unit, reflecting much-improved cost recovery. 

Persistent Challenges: The "Glass Half Full" Scenario 

Despite the positive PAT, structural vulnerabilities suggest that the recovery may be fragile. 

Reliance on State Largesse: Many DISCOMs, such as those in Tamil Nadu and Rajasthan, achieved profitability only 

through massive state government subsidies and the takeover of losses. Without this support, several utilities would 

still be deep in the red. 

The "Pay Revision" Risk: Analysts warn that the current revenue surplus might be transient. Upcoming employee pay 

revisions and rising operational costs could easily push DISCOMs back into a revenue deficit. 

Unmetered Supply: In states like Tamil Nadu, unmetered agricultural supply remains a major blind spot, leading to data 

inaccuracies regarding actual power consumption and theft. 

The Road Ahead: Future Reforms 

To transform DISCOMs from "loss-making legacies" into "viable entities," the next phase of reforms must focus on technology 

and political courage. 

Feeder Segregation: Extending the separation of agricultural and non-agricultural feeders nationwide is essential to 

accurately measure and manage rural power demand. 

Solarisation of Agriculture: Proactively promoting solar pumps (under the PM-KUSUM scheme) can drastically reduce the 

power procurement costs for DISCOMs by shifting the farm load to off-grid or decentralized solar power. 
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Draft National Electricity Policy (NEP) 2026: The new policy 

proposes Resource Adequacy (RA) planning at the utility level and emphasizes market-based power purchase to 

ensure DISCOMs are not locked into expensive, long-term contracts. 

Digital Public Infrastructure: The proposed India Energy Stack (IES) aims to create a digital foundation for peer-to-peer 

energy trading and EV integration, turning consumers into active participants in the grid. 

Conclusion 

The 2025-26 turnaround of DISCOMs marks a significant milestone, proving that with the right combination of infrastructure 

investment (RDSS) and legal enforcement (LPS Rules), the "synonymy" between DISCOMs and losses can be broken. However, 

true financial independence will only be achieved when utilities move away from state-funded bailouts toward cost-reflective 

tariffs and operational autonomy. The road ahead requires the political will to end universal free electricity and a bureaucratic 

commitment to technological modernization, ensuring that DISCOMs become the resilient engine of India's energy transition. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to the recent turnaround of Power Distribution Companies (DISCOMs) in India, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS) links financial assistance to performance-based outcomes such as 

reduction in AT&C losses. 

2. The introduction of Late Payment Surcharge (LPS) Rules has increased the outstanding dues of DISCOMs to power 

generators. 

3. Smart prepaid metering has contributed to improvement in billing and collection efficiency. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans : a) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss how schemes such as Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme and the enforcement of Late Payment Surcharge 

(LPS) Rules have altered the financial behaviour of DISCOMs. What limitations still persist? (250 words) 
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Page 11 : GS III : Science and Tech / Prelims exam 
As India accelerates its transition toward green energy and electric mobility, the demand for Advanced Chemistry Cells (ACC) is 

projected to reach nearly 256 GWh by 2032. While Lithium-ion batteries (Li-ion) currently dominate this space, India’s lack of 

domestic lithium reserves and heavy reliance on a concentrated global supply chain—primarily China—pose a significant threat 

to its energy sovereignty. In this context, Sodium-ion battery (SIB) technology is emerging as a strategic imperative. By 

leveraging abundant local resources and existing manufacturing workflows, sodium-ion offers a pathway to a more resilient, 

cost-effective, and safe energy ecosystem. 

 

Why Sodium-Ion? The Strategic Case for India 
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1. Mineral Security and Resource Abundance 

Unlike lithium, which is scarce and geographically concentrated, sodium is the sixth most abundant element on Earth. India is 

the world's third-largest producer of sodium chloride (salt), providing a stable, domestic source of raw materials. 

Cathode & Anode: SIBs can use iron, manganese, and hard carbon (derived from biomass), reducing the need for critical 

minerals like Cobalt and Nickel. 

Current Collectors: SIBs use Aluminum for both the anode and cathode, whereas Li-ion requires expensive Copper for the 

anode. This switch significantly reduces material costs and supply chain vulnerability. 

2. Enhanced Safety and Logistics 

Thermal Stability: Sodium-ion chemistries are inherently more stable. They exhibit a lower risk of thermal runaway (fire) 

and perform better in extreme temperatures (retaining ~90% capacity at -20°C), making them ideal for India's diverse 

climatic conditions—from the Himalayas to the Thar Desert. 

Zero-Volt Storage: Lithium batteries are "Dangerous Goods" that must be shipped at partial charge to prevent damage. 

SIBs can be discharged to 0 Volts for transport without degradation, making them safer and cheaper to ship and store. 

3. Manufacturing Synergy 

Sodium-ion technology is "drop-in" compatible with current Li-ion production lines. Indian manufacturers can pivot to SIB 

production with minimal modifications to existing equipment, lowering the capital expenditure (CapEx) barr ier for new 

Gigafactories. 

Comparative Performance: SIB vs. LIB (LFP) 

Feature Lithium-Ion (LFP) Sodium-Ion (SIB) 

Energy Density High (~170–200 Wh/kg) Moderate (~140–160 Wh/kg) 

Cost (Projected) Baseline 20–30% lower at scale 

Charging Speed Standard Superior (can reach 80% in <15 mins) 

Cycle Life 3,000–6,000 cycles 2,000–4,000 cycles (improving) 

Ideal Use Case Long-range EVs, high-end electronics 2-wheelers, 3-wheelers, Grid Storage 

 

Key Challenges 
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Despite the potential, two major hurdles remain: 

Energy Density Gap: SIBs are currently heavier and bulkier than Li-ion, making them less suitable for long-range passenger 

cars. 

Nascent Ecosystem: While the technology is maturing, India lacks the large-scale "upstream" facilities for specialized 

components like hard carbon anodes and layered oxide cathodes. 

Policy Recommendations for India 

To capitalize on this technology, a multi-pronged approach is required: 

Inclusive PLI Schemes: The Production Linked Incentive (PLI) for Advanced Chemistry Cells should be expanded to explicitly 

reward sodium-ion manufacturing and its upstream components. 

Standardization: The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) must fast-track safety and performance protocols specific to sodium-

ion to facilitate market entry. 

Targeted Deployment: Government procurement for public transport (e-buses), rural micro-grids, and stationary energy 

storage should prioritize SIBs to create early market volume. 

R&D Support: Funding for academic and private research into Prussian Blue analogues and Hard Carbon will ensure India 

owns the intellectual property of the next energy wave. 

Conclusion 

Sodium-ion technology is not a "Lithium-killer" but a vital partner in India's energy portfolio. For a price-sensitive market like 

India, the ability to produce cheaper, safer, and locally sourced batteries for two-wheelers and the power grid is the key to 

achieving Atmanirbhar Bharat in the energy sector. By adopting a dual-track strategy—utilizing lithium for high-performance 

needs while scaling sodium for mass-market applications—India can insulate its economy from global commodity shocks and 

lead the global South in the clean energy transition. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Consider the following statements regarding lithium-ion batteries in the Indian context: 

1. India possesses commercially viable lithium reserves sufficient to meet domestic battery demand. 

2. Lithium-ion batteries depend on critical minerals with geographically concentrated supply chains. 

3. Lithium-ion batteries are classified as dangerous goods for transportation purposes. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c)  2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  

Ans: a) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Examine the role of the Production Linked Incentive Scheme for Advanced Chemistry Cells in strengthening India’s 

battery ecosystem. Why is technology neutrality important for the long-term success of such schemes? (250 words) 
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Page 12 : GS II : International Relations and Indian Economy 
On February 5, 2026, India and the six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)—comprising Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 

Saudi Arabia, and the UAE—formally signed the Terms of Reference (ToR) for a Free Trade Agreement (FTA). This landmark event 

in New Delhi marks the official resumption of negotiations that had remained stalled since 2008. Given that the GCC is 

collectively India’s largest merchandise trading partner, this pact is a cornerstone of India's "Extended Neighborhood" policy, 

aimed at securing energy supplies, protecting the vast Indian diaspora, and attracting massive sovereign wealth investments. 

 

Key Highlights of the India-GCC Economic Ties (FY 2024-25) 

The GCC holds unparalleled importance in India's global trade profile, often exceeding the trade volumes India shares with the 

US or the EU. 

Metric Details 

Total Bilateral Trade $178.56 Billion (15.42% of India’s global trade) 

India's Exports $56.87 Billion (Engineering goods, rice, textiles, gems & jewelry) 

India's Imports $121.68 Billion (Crude oil, LNG, petrochemicals, gold) 
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Metric Details 

Cumulative FDI Over $31.14 Billion (as of September 2025) 

Indian Diaspora Nearly 10 Million (Source of ~30-50% of India's remittances) 

Strategic Significance for India 

1. Energy Security and Diversification 

The GCC provides over 60% of India’s crude oil and 70% of its natural gas requirements. The FTA aims to move beyond a 

simple buyer-seller relationship toward strategic energy partnerships, including joint investments in India’s Strategic 

Petroleum Reserves (SPR) and collaboration in Green Hydrogen and renewables. 

2. Market Access for Goods and Services 

Goods: India seeks the elimination of high import duties on labor-intensive sectors like textiles, leather, and agricultural 

products. 

Services: As a global leader in IT and healthcare, India is pushing for easier mobility for its professionals (Mode 4 of GATS) 

and better market access for its fintech and digital education firms. 

3. Investment Impetus 

The Gulf nations house some of the world’s largest Sovereign Wealth Funds (e.g., PIF of Saudi Arabia, ADIA of UAE). An FTA 

provides the "predictability and stability" mentioned by Minister Piyush Goyal, encouraging these funds to invest in India’s 

National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) and the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC). 

4. Food Security for the Gulf 

While the Gulf secures India's energy, India secures the Gulf's food. The FTA will likely include specialized "green lanes" for 

Indian agricultural exports (wheat, rice, organic produce), positioning India as a reliable food hub for the desert-climate region. 

Challenges in Negotiations 

Trade Deficit: India runs a significant trade deficit with the GCC ($64.8 Billion in FY25) due to oil imports. The challenge lies 

in boosting non-oil exports to bridge this gap. 

Rules of Origin (RoO): Preventing the re-routing of Chinese goods through Gulf ports into India remains a primary concern 

for Indian negotiators. 

Internal GCC Dynamics: Negotiating with a bloc of six nations, each with differing economic priorities (e.g., Saudi Arabia’s 

Vision 2030 vs. UAE’s diversification), is more complex than bilateral deals like the existing India-UAE CEPA. 
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Conclusion 

The signing of the ToR is a "signal to the globe" that India and the Gulf are moving toward a comprehensive strategic 

integration. For India, the GCC FTA is not just a trade deal; it is a mechanism to institutionalize its presence in West Asia , secure 

its energy future, and safeguard the welfare of its 10 million-strong workforce. Success in these negotiations will be a "force 

multiplier," cementing India's role as a dominant economic player in the Indo-Pacific and beyond. 

 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to the India–GCC Free Trade Agreement negotiations, consider the following statements: 

1. The signing of the Terms of Reference (ToR) in 2026 marked the formal resumption of India–GCC FTA talks after a long 

pause. 

2. The GCC is India’s largest merchandise trading partner in terms of total bilateral trade. 

3. India currently runs a trade surplus with the GCC due to strong service exports. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: a) 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss the strategic significance of the proposed India–GCC Free Trade Agreement for India’s energy security, 

investment inflows, and diaspora welfare. (250 words) 
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Page 14 : GS II : International Relations 
On February 5, 2026, the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START) officially expired, marking a historic and 

perilous transition in global security. For the first time since 1972, the world’s two largest nuclear powers—the United States and 

Russia—are no longer bound by any legally enforceable limits on their strategic nuclear arsenals. This lapse dissolves the last 

remaining pillar of the bilateral arms control framework that helped manage the Cold War and its aftermath. With the 

"guardrails" gone, the international community now faces a three-way nuclear competition involving a rapidly modernizing 

China, alongside the rise of destabilizing technologies like hypersonics and AI-driven command systems. 

 

The Final Days: 11th-Hour Diplomatic Impasse 

Despite a 2025 proposal by President Vladimir Putin to mutually observe New START limits for one additional year, the treaty’s 

expiration became inevitable due to deep-seated geopolitical friction: 

The "China Precondition": The Trump administration maintains that any "better agreement" must include China. Beijing 

has consistently rejected this, noting its arsenal (estimated at ~600+ warheads) is still a fraction of the U.S. and Russian 

stockpiles (~5,000+ each). 

The Ukraine Factor: Russia had already "suspended" participation in 2023, citing Western support for Ukraine as a barrier to 

on-site inspections. 

Verification Collapse: While both sides currently claim to remain within the limit of 1,550 deployed warheads, the end of 

the treaty terminates the 18 annual on-site inspections and the biannual data exchanges that provided vital 

predictability. 

Strategic Risks: Living in a "Post-Treaty" World 

1. The Threat of "Uploading" 
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Military analysts warn that both nations could rapidly increase their 

deployed forces by "uploading" stored warheads onto existing delivery systems. 

U.S. Capability: Could potentially double its deployed warheads within a few years by utilizing spare capacity on 

Minuteman III and Trident II missiles. 

Russian Advantage: Russia is assessed to have a faster "upload" potential and is already deploying "exotic" systems like the 

Sarmat ICBM and Avangard hypersonic vehicle, which were previously counted under treaty limits. 

2. Intelligence Gaps and "Worst-Case" Planning 

Without mutual inspections, the U.S. and Russia must rely solely on National Technical Means (NTM) like satellite imagery. 

This increases the likelihood of miscalculation, where one side expands its force simply because it suspects the other is doing so, 

triggering a classic security dilemma. 

3. Proliferation and the NPT 

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), set for review later this year, is under immense strain. Non-nuclear states argue 

that the U.S. and Russia are violating their Article VI obligation to pursue disarmament, potentially encouraging countries like 

Poland, South Korea, or Turkey to reconsider their own nuclear status. 

Comparative Nuclear Landscapes (Estimated 2026) 

Country Est. Total Inventory Strategic Limits (Pre-Feb 5) Future Trend 

Russia ~5,500 1,550 Warheads / 700 Launchers Modernizing "Exotic" Systems 

United States ~5,100 1,550 Warheads / 700 Launchers Comprehensive Modernization 

China ~650 Unconstrained Path to 1,000+ by 2030 

 

Conclusion 

The expiry of New START is not merely the end of a document; it is the end of a predictable nuclear order. As we move into 

2026, the absence of transparency creates a vacuum that "worst-case scenario" planners will likely fill with calls for expansion. 

The path forward requires moving beyond bilateral deals to a multilateral risk-reduction framework that includes hotlines, 

launch notifications, and standardizing definitions of emerging technologies. Without a new "rules-based order" for the nuclear 

age, the risk of use—whether by intent or accident—is at its highest level in over half a century. 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   
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Ques: The expiry of New START marks the end of a predictable 

nuclear order rather than merely the lapse of a treaty. Critically examine this statement in the context of verification 

mechanisms, strategic stability, and great power rivalry. (150 Words) 

 

Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis  
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Context :  

India’s environmental legal framework, once hailed globally as a beacon of judicial activism and the "Public Trust Doctrine," is 

currently facing a significant structural retreat. Recent legislative shifts and judicial recalls in late 2025 and early 2026 suggest a 

transition from "Precautionary Principles" to a "Balancing Act" that increasingly favors rapid industrialization. From the ancient 

Aravalli ridges to the sensitive mangroves of the Konkan coast, the legal safeguards intended to protect India’s ecological 

heritage are being recalibrated under the banner of "Ease of Doing Business" and strategic development. 

1. The Decimation of the Aravallis: A Definition-Led Crisis 

The Aravalli Range, North India’s primary shield against desertification, has been stripped of significant protection due to a 

technical redefinition. 

The 100-Metre Standard: In December 2025, the Supreme Court settled on a uniform geomorphological definition, 

classifying "Aravalli hills" only as formations rising at least 100 metres from the surrounding topography. 

Ecological Fallout: This ignores the "low-relief" ancient ridges that are hydrogeologically vital. By exempting hillocks under 

100m, vast tracts of land are now open to mining and real estate, threatening groundwater recharge for the Delhi -NCR 

and Rajasthan regions. 

2. The Retreat of the Supreme Court: The Vanashakti Recall 

Perhaps the most jarring shift occurred with the recall of the Vanashakti vs. Union of India (2025) judgment. 

The Initial Blow: In May 2025, a landmark ruling struck down the 2017 and 2021 notifications that allowed ex-post facto 

(retrospective) environmental clearances. The Court had called such clearances a "gross illegality." 

The U-Turn: By November 2025, following a review petition by real estate bodies (CREDAI), the Bench recalled this 

judgment. This move essentially restores the mechanism for regularizing environmental violations after a project has 

already commenced, weakening the deterrent effect of environmental law. 

3. Policy Shifts: "Acquisition First, Assessment Later" 

The Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) introduced a pivotal policy change on December 18, 

2025, for non-coal mining and infrastructure: 

Delinking Land and EIA: Developers no longer need to show proof of land acquisition or owner consent before obtaining 

an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) or clearance. 
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The Risk: Conducting an EIA without specific details of the land 

area covered makes the assessment speculative. Critics argue this turns environmental clearance into a "fait accompli," 

making it nearly impossible to stop a project once it has been approved in principle. 

4. Mangroves and the "Compensatory" Fallacy 

The judicial sanction for destroying 158 mangroves for Adani Cementation’s jetty in Raigad (2025) highlights a growing reliance 

on Compensatory Afforestation. 

Ecological Science vs. Infrastructure: The courts accepted the promise of replanting mangroves at a higher ratio 

elsewhere. However, environmentalists argue that a "man-made plantation" cannot replicate the complex, multi-layered 

biodiversity and flood-protection capabilities of a mature, decades-old mangrove ecosystem. 

5. Paradoxes in the Economic Survey 2026 

The Economic Survey presented in January 2026 offered a rare critique of the private sector, noting a "lack of appetite" for 

long-term nation-building and risk absorption. 

"Indian corporates have a relative lack of willingness to invest in long-term risk... regulatory arbitrage and firm-specific 

accommodations often dominate productivity." — Economic Survey 2025-26 

This creates a paradox: while the government eases environmental norms to assist the corporate sector, its own economic 

reports suggest that these companies are failing to transition toward sustainable, R&D-driven competitiveness, relying 

instead on "discretionary" policy favors. 

Conclusion 

India’s environmental jurisprudence is at a "moral crossroads." The shift toward height-centric definitions of mountains, the 

acceptance of retrospective clearances, and the delinking of land status from environmental impact signify a fading of the Green 

Bench's legacy. If the Constitution becomes a "silent witness" to these dilutions, the ecological consequences—manifesting as 

landslides in the Himalayas or flooding in Mumbai—will be felt by future generations long after the current "developmental" 

gains have faded. 

 

 

 


