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Page 01 : GS III : Environment / Prelims Exam 
Following a Cabinet meeting on Wednesday, the Union Government announced its updated NDC to be submitted to the 

UNFCCC. This update is a requirement under the Paris Agreement (2015), which mandates that countries "ratchet up" their 

climate goals every five years. India’s new targets reflect a balance between its developmental needs and its commitment to the 

Global Stocktake (GST) outcomes. 

 

The Evolution of India’s Climate Targets 

Metric 2030 Target (Current) 2035 Target (New) 

Non-Fossil Installed Capacity 50% 60% 

Emissions Intensity Reduction 45% (from 2005 levels) 47% 

Carbon Sink (Forest/Tree Cover) 2.5 to 3 Billion Tonnes 3.5 to 4 Billion Tonnes 

Key Concepts & Context (Static Context) 

A. Capacity vs. Generation 
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Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw noted that India has already reached 52% 

non-fossil capacity. However, a critical distinction remains: 

Installed Capacity: The maximum potential output of all power plants. 

Actual Generation: Currently, non-fossil sources contribute only about 25% of the actual electricity flowing through the 

grid. This is due to the intermittent nature of solar and wind compared to "base load" coal power. 

B. Emissions Intensity of GDP 

This refers to the amount of greenhouse gas emissions produced for every unit of GDP. Reducing this intensity allows India to 

grow economically while decoupling that growth from a proportional increase in pollution. As of 2019, India had already 

achieved a 36% reduction from 2005 levels. 

C. Carbon Sink and the 33% Goal 

India’s National Forest Policy aims for 33% forest cover. While the current cover is approximately 24.6%, the new NDC target of 

3.5 to 4 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent sequestration necessitates massive afforestation and restoration of degraded lands. 

Geopolitics and Principles 

Common but Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR-RC) 

The Ministry emphasized that these targets are based on CBDR-RC. India argues that while it is raising its ambition, developed 

nations are "picking up the slack" by backtracking on their own financial and technological commitments. 

Global Stocktake (GST) 

The GST is a fundamental mechanism of the Paris Agreement to monitor collective progress. The 2035 NDC is India’s formal 

response to the GST's conclusion that the world is currently not on track to limit warming to 1.5o C. 

The "Orange" and "Green" Synergy 

Interestingly, the government is linking its Creative Economy (AI/Digital) with Climate Action. High-tech efficiency in 

manufacturing and AI-driven grid management are seen as essential tools to reach the 47% emissions intensity target. 

Conclusion 

India’s 2035 NDC is a "resolve signal" to the international community. By committing to 60% non-fossil capacity, India is 

addressing internal constraints like land availability and grid transmission while challenging developed nations to match its pace. 

However, the path to 2035 will require massive investments in Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) to ensure that "capacity" 

successfully translates into "generation." 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to India’s Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), consider the following statements: 

1. NDCs are legally binding emission reduction targets under international law. 

2. Countries are required to update their NDCs every five years under the Paris Agreement. 

3. India’s updated NDC includes targets for emissions intensity reduction and carbon sink creation. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: a) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: India’s updated NDC for 2035 demonstrates a shift from 'defensive' climate diplomacy to 'proactive' leadership." Evaluate 

this statement in the context of the principle of Common but Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR). (150 Words) 
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Page 03 : GS III : Environment / Prelims Exam 

While climate models generally predict an increase in Indian monsoon intensity due to a warming atmosphere, a new 

"constrained modelling" approach by researchers led by Professor Vimal Mishra suggests the Cauvery is an outlier. The study 

warns of a 3.5% decline in streamflow between 2026 and 2050, following a historical 28% drop recorded between 1951 and 

2012. 

 

The Science of "Constrained Modelling" 

The study addresses a persistent flaw in climate science: Model Uncertainty. 
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The Problem: Out of 22 global climate models (CMIP6), many 

"unconstrained" models incorrectly predicted a 5% increase in Cauvery flow. 

The Solution: Researchers filtered the models to include only the eight that accurately captured the historical seasonality of 

the Indian monsoon. 

The Result: When the "noise" was removed, the data revealed a grim reality of near- and mid-term water shortages for the 

Cauvery, while rivers like the Indus (+25%) and Ganga (+8%) are expected to see significant surges. 

The Cauvery Dispute & Geography  

Feature Details  

Origin Talakaveri in the Brahmagiri Range of the Western Ghats (Karnataka). 

Tributaries Left Bank: Hemavati, Shimsha, Arkavati. Right Bank: Lakshman Tirtha, Kabini, Bhavani, Noyyal, Amaravati. 

Legal Status Declared a "National Asset" by the Supreme Court in 2018. 

Allocation (2018 SC) Tamil Nadu: 404.25 tmcft; Karnataka: 284.75 tmcft; Kerala: 30 tmcft; Puducherry: 7 tmcft. 

 

Strategic & Inter-State Implications 

A. The Conflict Escalation Risk 

The study notes that water sharing has historically led to protests and legal battles during deficit years (e.g., 2023). A projected 

3.5% decline means that the "normal year" calculations used by the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal (CWDT) may become 

obsolete, necessitating a new, climate-resilient sharing formula. 

B. River Interlinking: The Godavari-Cauvery Link 

With the Cauvery drying up and the Godavari projected to have surplus flow, the researchers suggest that the National River 

Linking Project (NRLP)—specifically the Godavari-Cauvery link—might transition from a "proposal" to a "geographical necessity." 

C. Agricultural Impact 

The Cauvery delta is the "Rice Bowl of Tamil Nadu." A decline in flow threatens the Samba and Kuruvai rice crops, potentially 

forcing a shift in cropping patterns toward less water-intensive millets—a move aligned with India's "International Year of 

Millets" legacy. 

Conclusion 
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The IIT Gandhinagar study serves as a "climate warning" for peninsular 

India. It highlights that the impacts of global warming are not uniform; while the North faces flood management challenges, the 

South must brace for chronic water scarcity. Policy-makers must now look beyond reactive crisis management and focus on 

demand-side management, micro-irrigation, and perhaps the structural integration of river basins. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: According to recent studies on Indian river systems under climate change: 

(a) All major Indian rivers are expected to witness increased streamflow 

(b) Peninsular rivers are more likely to experience decline in flow compared to Himalayan rivers 

(c) Himalayan rivers are drying faster than peninsular rivers 

(d) River flow is unaffected by monsoon variability  

Ans: (b)  

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss the significance of “constrained climate modelling” in improving the reliability of hydrological projections in India. 

How does it change our understanding of river systems like the Cauvery River? (150 Words) 
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Page 06 : GS III : Indian Economy / Prelims Exam 
On March 25, 2026, the Department of Economic Affairs issued a Gazette notification maintaining the Consumer Price Index 

(CPI) inflation target at  4%, with an upper tolerance of 6% and a lower threshold of 2%. This marks the third consecutive five-

year block (2016–21, 2021–26, and now 2026–31) where this specific target has been utilized, signaling policy continuity amidst 

global economic volatility. 

 

The Monetary Policy Framework  

The legal basis for this mandate lies in the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, 

which was amended in 2016. 

Feature Details 

Primary Objective 
To maintain price stability while keeping 

in mind the objective of growth. 

Target Metric 
CPI-Combined (Consumer Price Index), 

also known as "Retail Inflation." 

Monetary Policy 

Committee (MPC) 

A 6-member body (3 from RBI, 3 

appointed by the Govt) that meets at 

least 4 times a year to set the Repo Rate. 

Failure Definition 

If average inflation is outside the 2%–6% 

range for three consecutive quarters, the 

RBI must explain the failure to the 

Government. 

 

Why Retain the 4% Target? 

A. Anchoring Expectations 

By keeping the target unchanged, the government prevents "inflationary expectations" from creeping up. Businesses and 

consumers can plan long-term investments with the assurance that the central bank will intervene if prices rise too fast. 

B. Credibility in Global Markets 
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Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) and rating agencies view a stable 

inflation target as a sign of a mature economy. Given the "Grim Future" warnings regarding core sectors and oil prices exceeding 

$100/barrel, a steady 4% target acts as a "buffer" for the Rupee's exchange rate. 

C. Balancing the "Growth vs. Inflation" Trade-off 

The 2% margin provides the RBI with the "flexibility" to support growth during slowdowns (by cutting rates) or to tighten the 

belt when the economy overheats. 

Challenges to the 4% Target (2026–2031) 

Imported Inflation: As discussed in previous reports, India's high energy dependence makes the 4% target vulnerable to 

West Asian geopolitical shocks. 

Food Inflation: Supply-side constraints, exacerbated by climate change impacts on river basins (like the Cauvery), often 

keep food prices high, which the RBI's "interest rate" tool cannot directly control. 

Fiscal Dominance: If the government increases spending to boost the "Orange Economy" or infrastructure, the resulting 

liquidity might make it harder for the RBI to keep inflation near the 4% midpoint. 

Conclusion 

The extension of the inflation target until 2031 suggests that the "Growth-at-all-costs" model has been replaced by a "Growth-

with-Stability" model. For the RBI, the next five years will be a tightrope walk—managing the liquidity needs of a modernizing 

economy while fending off the inflationary pressures of a volatile global energy market. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Which of the following best explains “inflation expectations”? 

(a) Past inflation trends only 

(b) People’s anticipation of future price levels influencing current behavior 

(c) Government’s fiscal deficit projections 

(d) RBI’s repo rate decisions alone 

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss the significance of the Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT) framework in ensuring macroeconomic stability in India. 
Why has the government retained the 4% inflation target until 2031? (150 Words) 
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Page 07 : GS II : International Relations / Prelims Exam 
The Persian Gulf, once a quiet hub for pearl diving and artisanal fishing, has transitioned into the world's most congested energy 

corridor. This shift has replaced a "biologically adapted" network of mangroves, coral reefs, and seagrass meadows with 800 

offshore platforms and 25,000 annual tanker transits. Today, it stands as one of the most stressed marine environments on Earth 

due to a "triple threat" of hypersalinity, rapid 

urbanization, and military conflict. 

A Unique Marine Ecosystem (Static Context) 

The Gulf is a young, shallow, semi-enclosed sea 

(average depth only 30m) with extreme 

environmental parameters: 

Hypersalinity: Evaporation rates are so high 

that salinity reaches 44-70 parts per 

thousand (nearly double the open ocean). 

Keystone Species: Dugongs: Hosts the 

world's second-largest population (5,000–

6,000) dependent on seagrass. 

Hawksbill Turtles: Critically endangered; 

nesting sites are now threatened by 

seawalls. 

"Extremophile" Corals: Gulf corals survive 

temperatures exceeding 35oC, serving 

as a natural laboratory for climate 

change resilience. 

The Impact of the Oil and Urban Boom 

A. Coastal Remaking (Reclamation) 

Megaprojects like Palm Jumeirah in Dubai have 

physically altered the coastline. 

Result: 60% of natural coastlines in some areas 

are modified, disrupting sediment flow and 

burying seagrass nurseries under 

"reclaimed" land. 

Loss of Sinks: Destruction of mangroves and 

salt flats has reduced the region's natural 

carbon sequestration capacity. 



                        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

B. The Desalination Paradox 

The Gulf hosts 50% of the world's desalination plants. 

The "Brine" Problem: These plants discharge hot, hyper-saline brine laced with heavy metals back into the shallow basin. 

Trophic Disruption: Intake systems inadvertently kill plankton and larvae, weakening the base of the marine food web. 

C. War as an Ecological Disaster 

1991 Gulf War: The massive oil spill remains a case study in environmental warfare, with clean-up efforts still ongoing 35 

years later. 

Current Risks: Drones and missiles targeting oil infrastructure continue to pose the threat of catastrophic leaks into a basin 

with very limited water exchange with the Arabian Sea. 

Terrestrial Consequences: The Silent Decline 

The environmental degradation extends inland, impacting iconic West Asian fauna: 

Arabian Oryx: Extinct in the wild by 1972, now slowly recovering through international reintroduction programs. 

Asiatic Cheetah: Survives only in critically low numbers in Iran; conservation is frequently derailed by regional sanctions and 

conflict. 

Conclusion: A Narrowing Window 

While countries like Saudi Arabia and the UAE have begun mangrove restoration and shrimp trawling bans, the Gulf is 

approaching a "point of no return." The region's centralized governance offers a unique opportunity for rapid environmental 

policy shifts, but as the article notes, ecological concerns must be elevated to the same priority level as national security and oil 

production. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: The term “desalination brine” refers to: 

(a) Freshwater extracted from seawater 

(b) Highly saline wastewater discharged after desalination 

(c) Underground saltwater reserves 

(d) Industrial wastewater from refineries 

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss the unique geographical and ecological characteristics of the Persian Gulf. Why is it particularly vulnerable to 

environmental degradation? (250 Words) 
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Page : 10 : GS II & III : International Relations / Indian Economy / Prelims Exam 

The 14th Ministerial Conference (MC14) of the World Trade Organization (WTO), taking place in Yaoundé, Cameroon (March 26–

29, 2026), arrives at a watershed moment for global commerce. With the rules-based order under immense strain from 

unilateralism and geopolitical friction, the decisions made here will determine if the WTO remains relevant or fades into a "talk 

shop" for fragmented trade blocs. 

 

The Context: A System Under Siege 

MC14 is unfolding against a backdrop of "securitization" of trade. Key contextual drivers include: 

U.S.-China Rivalry: Washington’s shift from being the WTO's architect to its primary critic, largely due to China’s state-led 

industrial model which the U.S. argues the WTO has failed to "discipline." 

Retreat of Multilateralism: A move toward "friend-shoring" and unilateral tariffs (weaponization of trade) that bypass the 

Most Favored Nation (MFN) principle. 
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The Consensus Deadlock: The WTO’s "one member, one vote" 

consensus rule has made drafting new global rules nearly impossible, leading to only two major agreements in 30 years. 

The Crisis in Dispute Settlement 

The WTO’s "crown jewel"—its two-tier dispute settlement system—is currently paralyzed. 

The Appellate Body Blockade: Since 2019, the U.S. has blocked the appointment of new members to the Appellate Body 

(the highest judicial arm). 

"Appealing into the Void": Currently, if a country loses a trade dispute at the lower panel level, it can appeal to the non-

functional Appellate Body, effectively stalling any legal enforcement indefinitely. 

MC14 Goal: Restoring this system is a top priority for developing nations to prevent "might is right" trade politics. 

Key Issues at Stake in MC14 

A. Plurilateral vs. Multilateral Agreements 

The Debate: Over 120 countries want to incorporate "Plurilateral" deals (agreements between a sub-group of members), 

such as Investment Facilitation for Development, into the WTO rulebook (Annex 4). 

The Conflict: India and South Africa argue this fragments the WTO and undermines the multilateral spirit. Proponents argue 

it is the only way to bypass the consensus deadlock. 

B. The E-commerce Moratorium 

Definition: Since 1998, members have agreed not to impose customs duties on "electronic transmissions" (software, e-

books, digital music). 

The Contention: Developed nations want this to be permanent. India and other developing nations oppose this, citing 

massive revenue losses as digital trade grows, and the need for "policy space" to protect domestic digital industries. 

C. Special and Differential Treatment (SDT) 

The Principle: Recognizes that developing nations need longer timeframes and technical support to implement WTO rules. 

The Challenge: The U.S. wants to "graduate" larger developing economies like India, China, and Brazil, arguing they should 

no longer enjoy SDT benefits. 

India’s Strategic Role at MC14 

As a traditional leader of the Global South, India’s role is pivotal: 
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Normative Leadership: India must forge alliances with Least 

Developed Countries (LDCs) to protect the MFN rule and SDT principles. 

Pragmatic Flexibility: Experts suggest India might need to revisit its hardline stance on plurilateral agreements if they offer 

a path to modernize the WTO without harming developing interests. 

Innovative Solutions: India could push for voting on Appellate Body members—a radical move that would bypass the U.S. 

veto and restore the judicial system. 

Conclusion: What Happens if MC14 Fails? 

A failure in Cameroon would likely embolden unilateralism. Trade would move increasingly into "closed-door" Free Trade 

Agreements (FTAs) where smaller or developing nations have less bargaining power than they do within the collective halls of 

the WTO. For India, a strong WTO is the best shield against the "coercive" trade practices of economic superpowers. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: The term “Most Favoured Nation (MFN)” principle implies: 

(a) Preferential treatment to developing countries 

(b) Equal trade treatment to all WTO members 

(c) Lower tariffs for neighboring countries 

(d) Trade benefits only within FTAs  

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Examine the implications of the Appellate Body crisis for global trade governance. How does it affect developing countries 

like India? (250 Words) 
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Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper II: Social Justice 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question: Critically examine the shift from “self-perceived identity” to a 

“medicalized model” in the proposed Transgender Persons Amendment Bill, 2026. What are its constitutional 

implications? (150 Words) 
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Context :  

While the government positions the 2026 Amendment Bill (No. 79 of 2026) as a move to reduce vagueness in the 2019 Act, 

critics argue it actually narrows the rights of the community. By tightening definitions and introducing medical boards, the Bill 

shifts the focus from "Self-Perceived Identity" (upheld by the Supreme Court in the Nalsa judgment) back to a 

medicalized/pathologized model. 

 

Key Changes & Structural Flaws 

Feature 2019 Act / Existing Status 2026 Proposed Amendment 

Definition 
Broadly inclusive of various 

identities. 

Narrows to specific socio-cultural labels (Hijra, Aravani, etc.) or biological 

intersex. 

Identity 

Rights 

Right to "self-perceived" gender 

identity. 

Removed. Replaced by a Medical Board headed by a Chief Medical Officer 

(CMO). 

Intersex 

Status 
Conflated with Transgender. 

Still Conflated. Fails to recognize Intersex as a biological sex variation distinct 

from gender identity. 

Penalties 
General protection against 

discrimination. 

Rigorous imprisonment (5–14 years) for forcing "transgender presentation" 

and begging. 

 

Core Issues: Sex vs. Gender  

The article points out a fundamental scientific error in the Bill's drafting: 

Sex Identity: Biological characteristics (chromosomes, hormones, anatomy)—e.g., Male, Female, Intersex. 

Gender Identity: Internal sense of being male, female, or non-binary (a psychological/social construct). 

The Conflict: The Bill refers to "Male" and "Female" as gender identities. This conflation erases the needs of Intersex 

infants who undergo non-consensual "normalizing" surgeries to fit a binary sex, which is a violation of Article 21 (Right 

to Bodily Integrity). 

 

Critical Concerns  

A. The "Hijra Jamath-Gharana" System 

The Bill increases penalties for forced begging but ignores the internal hierarchy of the Jamath system. Critics argue that by only 

targeting "external" perpetrators, the law inadvertently legitimizes exploitative colonial-era structures where Nayaks (leaders) 

control the earnings and lives of abandoned gender-non-conforming children. 

B. Lack of Intersectionality 

The Bill is criticized for being "blind" to the compounded discrimination faced by: 

Dalit/Adivasi Transgender Persons: No specific remedies for caste-based exclusion within the community. 



                        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Disabled Transgender Persons: Absence of accessibility mandates 

in the welfare boards. 

C. Silence on Civil Rights 

The 2026 Bill remains silent on the "substantive" rights that define citizenship: 

Marriage and Adoption: No provisions for legalizing unions or families. 

Inheritance and Succession: Leaves the community in a legal vacuum regarding property rights. 

Key Changes Proposed in the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill, 2026  

Abolition of Self-Identification: The 2026 Bill removes Section 4(2) of the 2019 Act, which enshrined the right to self-

identify as a transgender person. The government argues the original definition was "vague" and made it difficult to 

identify the "genuinely oppressed" beneficiaries.  

The government is also of the view that the existing definition renders numerous criminal, civil, and personal laws 

"unworkable" and is "not compatible" with various statutory provisions. The legislation’s intended purpose was 

never to protect every class of persons with diverse gender identities, self-perceived sex/gender identities, or 

gender fluidities.  

Narrower Definition: The definition of a 'transgender person' is significantly narrowed. It primarily recognizes those with 

specific socio-cultural identities (like kinner, hijra, aravani and jogta) or persons with a specified, medicalised list of 

congenital biological variations (chromosomal patterns, gonadal development, etc).  

Name Change: It proposes that transgender persons can change their first names on birth certificates and ID documents. 

However, for this, individuals must meet the newly proposed statutory definition of a "transgender person".  

Introduction of Medical Certification: It replaces the administrative process for identity cards with a Medical Board 

(headed by a Chief Medical Officer). This board's recommendation is now mandatory for the District Magistrate to 

consider before issuing a certificate of identity.  

Increased Oversight: Representatives on the National Council for Transgender Persons from States/UTs must now hold a 

minimum rank of Director in the relevant Ministry or Department, indicating a push for higher-level bureaucratic 

oversight.  

New Criminal Category for Forced Identity: The Bill introduces a distinct category to address the "coerced" assumption of 

transgender identity. It penalizes the act of compelling a person (through force, deceit, or allurement) to undergo 

procedures like emasculation or hormonal changes to assume a transgender identity.  

Increased Punishments: The bill introduces stringent penalties:  

Kidnapping an adult to force a transgender identity can lead to minimum 10 years of rigorous imprisonment (RI), 

extendable to life. The same offence against a child mandates RI for life and a minimum fine of Rs 5 lakh.  

Forcing an adult into begging or bonded labour as a transgender person invites 5-10 years RI. The same offence 

against a child attracts 10-14 years RI.  

What Fears are Associated with the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill, 2026?  

Rejection of Self-Identification Principle: By removing Section 4(2) of the 2019 Act, the bill directly contradicts the core 

principle of the NALSA verdict, which recognized the Right to Self-Determination and held that it does not need to be 

proven through external, especially medical, means.  

Clinical Gatekeeping: By requiring a board headed by a Chief Medical Officer to "recommend" a person's gender to the 

District Magistrate, the Bill returns to a model where transgender identity is treated as a medical condition rather than a 

social or personal identity.  

For a transgender person, navigating a system with deep-rooted transphobia and proving their identity to a board 

of doctors would be extremely difficult, humiliating, and regressive.  
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Exclusion of Gender Fluidity: By explicitly stating that the law is 

not for those with "self-perceived" or "gender fluid" identities, it ignores a vast section of the community that does not 

fit into rigid biological categories. Critics argue that this arbitrarily decides who is "oppressed enough" to deserve rights.  

Threat to those outside "Socio-Cultural" groups: While the Bill recognizes groups like Hijras or Kinner, it potentially 

delegitimizes trans persons who exist independently of these traditional systems (the guru-chela system), leaving them 

without legal standing.  

Reversal of Progress and Statistical Impact: With 32,424 transgender certificates and identity cards already issued under 

the 2019 Act, the amendment creates uncertainty. If the definition changes, it is unclear if these individuals will have to 

"re-prove" their identity under the new, stricter medical criteria.  

Concerns over "Forced Identity" Clauses: There are concerns that these clauses could be misused to target trans-led 

communities or families who support a minor's gender transition, labelling it as "allurement" or "inducement" under the 

new, stricter definitions. 

Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019  

The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019, enacted following the NALSA v. Union of India (2014) judgment, 

provides legal recognition and rights to transgender persons in India.  

Definition of Transgender: Defines a transgender person as one whose gender does not match the gender assigned at 

birth, inclusively covering trans men, trans women, intersex persons, and socio-cultural identities like kinner and hijra, 

regardless of medical interventions.  

According to Census 2011, India's transgender population stands at approximately 4.88 lakh, with Uttar Pradesh, 

Andhra Pradesh, and Maharashtra being the top three states.  

Right to Self-Identification: Grants the right to self-perceived gender identity. A certificate of identity is issued by the 

District Magistrate through a purely administrative process, without any medical examination.  

Prohibition of Discrimination: Forbids discrimination in education, employment, healthcare, and public facilities.  

Institutional Mechanism: Establishes a National Council for Transgender Persons to advise the government on welfare 

policies, monitor implementation, and coordinate inter-ministerial efforts.  

Offences & Penalties: Prescribes punishment (6 months to 2 years imprisonment and fine) for offences like forced labour 

and abuse. 

Conclusion: The Path to Scientific Inclusion 

The critique suggests that India needs to move away from the problematic "Transgender" umbrella to a more accurate GIESC 

(Gender Identity/Expression and Sex Characteristics) framework. A truly inclusive law would: 

Ban non-consensual surgeries on intersex infants. 

Restore the right to self-determination without medical gatekeeping. 

Dismantle exploitative systems while providing state-led rehabilitation and education for abandoned children. 

 

 

 

 


