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Page 01 : GS II : Indian Polity & Governance/ Prelims Exam  

On February 26, 2026, a three-judge Bench led by Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya Kant took suo motu cognizance of a newly 

released Class 8 Social Science textbook, Exploring Society: India and Beyond, Vol II. The court imposed a "complete and blanket 

ban" on the book following a section that detailed "corruption in the judiciary." 

 

Core Issues & Judicial Observations 

Calculated Bias: The Bench described the inclusion as a "calculated move" and a "deep-rooted conspiracy" to instill bias in 

"impressionable minds." 

Institutional Dignity: The CJI remarked that the narrative "demeaned the dignity" of the judiciary by focusing selectively on 

corruption and pendency while ignoring its role in upholding the Basic Structure Doctrine and providing legal aid. 

Criminal Contempt: The court noted that such lopsided portrayals could amount to Criminal Contempt as they tend to 

"scandalize" the institution and lower its authority in the eyes of the public. 

Accountability: Rejecting a simple apology, the court issued show-cause notices to the NCERT Director and the Education 

Secretary, insisting that "heads must roll" to ensure future accountability. 

Key Analysis  

1. Static Section: Constitutional & Legal Framework 
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Article 129 & 215: The Supreme Court and High Courts are 

"Courts of Record" with the power to punish for contempt of themselves. 

Independence of Judiciary: A basic feature of the Constitution. The court argues that biased pedagogy threatens this 

independence by eroding public trust. 

Contempt of Courts Act, 1971: Defines Criminal Contempt as any publication that scandalizes or lowers the authority of 

any court. 

NCERT’s Mandate: As an autonomous body, it is responsible for neutral, evidence-based pedagogy. This case raises 

questions about the oversight mechanism in textbook drafting. 

2. Dynamic Section: Contemporary Debate 

Judicial Overreach vs. Institutional Defense: While the SC clarified it does not want to "stifle legitimate criticism," the ban 

raises a debate on where the line between "education about systemic challenges" and "institutional defamation" lies. 

Digital Regulation: The court’s order to seize digital copies and issue take-down orders highlights the challenge of 

"information withdrawal" in the internet age. 

Curriculum Reforms: Under the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, textbooks are being revised. This incident serves as a 

cautionary tale for the "Syllabi Revision Committees" regarding balanced representation. 

Conclusion 

The Supreme Court's "blanket ban" underscores the judiciary's role as the protector of its own institutional integrity. While the 

right to criticize public institutions is a democratic virtue, the court posits that presenting a "one-sided, biased narrative" to 

schoolchildren crosses the line into institutional sabotage. For civil services, this highlights the administrative necessity of 

rigorous peer review and multi-stakeholder consultation in public education to maintain the delicate balance between 

transparency and institutional respect. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques : With reference to the powers of the Supreme Court of India, consider the following statements: 

1.The Supreme Court has the power to punish for contempt of itself under Article 129 of the Constitution. 

2. Criminal Contempt includes publications that scandalize or lower the authority of any court. 

3. The power of contempt of the Supreme Court is derived only from the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: a) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: “The power of contempt is essential for maintaining judicial authority, but its excessive use may conflict with democratic 

principles of free speech.” Examine in the context of educational content and public discourse. (250 Words) 
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Page 08 : GS II : International relations / Prelims Exam 
The visit occurred at a delicate geopolitical juncture, characterized by Israel's increasing international isolation over the Gaza 

conflict and heightened tensions between the U.S. and Iran. While the visit solidified defense and technological bonds, it sparked 

debate regarding India's "de-hyphenated" foreign policy and its traditional balance between Israel 

and the Arab world. 

Key Outcomes & Developments 

Strategic Elevation: Ties were upgraded to a "Special Strategic Partnership," moving 

beyond the 2017 "Strategic Partnership." 

Manpower Agreement: A significant pact to facilitate the employment of 50,000 additional 

Indian workers in Israel over the next five years, particularly in manufacturing, 

construction, and services. 

Technological Frontier: Signed over 15 MoUs, including the Critical and Emerging 

Technologies Partnership focusing on AI, semiconductors, quantum computing, and 

critical minerals. 

Economic Integration: The announcement of UPI (Unified Payments Interface) rollout in 

Israel and a commitment to finalize a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) by May 2026. 

Regional Initiatives: Reiteration of commitment to the I2U2 (India-Israel-UAE-USA) group 

and the IMEC (India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor). 

Key Analysis  

1. Static Section: Evolution of Ties & Principles 

De-hyphenation Policy: India's shift from a pro-Palestine stance to a "de-hyphenated" 

approach, where relations with Israel are handled independently of ties with Palestine. 

Energy Security: The "Link West" policy is vital, as India relies on the Arab world for over 60% 

of its crude oil imports and hosts a diaspora of nearly 9 million in the Gulf. 

Article 51 (Directive Principles): India’s constitutional commitment to promote international 

peace and security, which forms the basis for its support of a Two-State Solution. 

2. Dynamic Section: Challenges and Geopolitical Risks 
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The "Palestine Silence": Critics argue that the Prime Minister's 

speech at the Knesset focused on the October 2023 terror attacks but omitted the high civilian toll in Gaza (over 72,000), 

potentially signaling a tilt that could irk Arab partners like Riyadh and Abu Dhabi. 

Connectivity vs. Conflict: The IMEC and I2U2 rely on regional stability. The ongoing Gaza conflict and the lack of progress 

on Israel-Saudi normalization pose a direct threat to these multi-continent infrastructure projects. 

Domestic vs. Foreign Policy: The labor agreement provides economic opportunities for Indians but places them in a high-

risk conflict zone, raising concerns about citizen safety and the ethical implications of replacing Palestinian labor. 

Conclusion 

The 2026 visit signifies that India views Israel as an indispensable partner for its "Viksit Bharat 2047" goals, particularly in 

defense and deep-tech. However, the "missed opportunity" to visit Ramallah or more forcefully address the humanitarian crisis 

in Gaza suggests a pivot toward a more transactional strategic interest. To maintain its leadership in the Global South, India must 

ensure that its "Special Strategic Partnership" with Israel does not erode the hard-won trust of its Arab neighbors or its moral 

standing on the Palestinian issue. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to the grouping I2U2, consider the following countries: 

1. India 

2. Israel 

3. Italy 

4. United Arab Emirates 

5. United States 

Which of the above are members of I2U2? 

(a) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

(b) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 5 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5  

Ans: a) 
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UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: The elevation of India–Israel ties to a ‘Special Strategic Partnership’ marks a significant milestone in bilateral 

relations. Analyze its implications for India’s traditional balancing strategy in West Asia. (250 Words) 

 

Page 08 : GS III : Science and Tech  / Prelims Exam 
On February 25, 2026, ISRO broke a year-long silence regarding the NVS-02 navigation satellite, which was launched on January 

29, 2025. While the GSLV-F15 rocket successfully placed the satellite in a transfer orbit, the satellite failed to reach its final 

destination. This disclosure comes amid a series of recent setbacks for ISRO, including back-to-back failures of its "workhorse, 

the PSLV, in May 2025 and January 2026. 

The Technical Failure: NVS-02 

According to the "Apex Committee" report: 

The Glitch: A drive signal meant to activate a pyro valve in the engine’s oxidizer line 

never reached its destination. 

The Cause: Disengagement of at least one contact in an electrical connector. This 

affected both the primary and backup lines, suggesting a single point of failure in 

what should have been a redundant system. 

The Consequence: Without the oxidizer, the liquid apogee motor could not fire for 

orbit-raising maneuvers, leaving the ₹600-crore satellite stranded in an elliptical 

orbit and unusable for its navigation mission. 

Key Analysis  

1. Static Section: Space Technology & Governance 

Launch Vehicles: Understanding the difference between GSLV (using cryogenic stages 

for heavy payloads) and PSLV (the four-stage workhorse with alternating solid and 

liquid stages). 

Redundancy Systems: A core engineering principle in aerospace where critical 

components are duplicated to prevent mission failure. The NVS-02 case is a rare 

example of "Common Cause Failure," where the redundancy was undermined by a 

shared connector. 

Institutional Framework: ISRO operates under the Department of Space (DoS), which 

reports directly to the Prime Minister. Historically, ISRO has been lauded for its 
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"Failure Analysis Reports" being open to scientific scrutiny. 

2. Dynamic Section: Transparency & Accountability 

The "Opacity" Argument: The editorial argues that ISRO is retreating into a "brittle shell." Releasing a press statement a 

year late—and only after successful missions (like the GSAT-7R on November 2, 2025)—suggests a "success-only" 

communication strategy. 

PSLV Crisis: The consecutive failures of PSLV-C61 (May 2025) and PSLV-C62 (January 2026)—both involving third-stage 

anomalies—have raised "systemic" concerns. A national-level committee, including former Principal Scientific Advisor 

Prof. K. VijayRaghavan, has been tasked with probing these issues. 

Commercial Implications: With the entry of private players and NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) targeting the global launch 

market, institutional transparency is no longer just a democratic requirement but a commercial necessity to maintain 

insurance and client trust. 

 

Conclusion 

For a premier scientific body like ISRO, transparency is not a sign of weakness but a hallmark of a robust "safety culture." While 

the agency successfully "fixed" the pyro-valve issue in the November 2025 mission, the editorial warns that withholding the 

process of failure—whether it was human oversight or a manufacturing anomaly—erodes public and global confidence. In an 

era of private space disruption, ISRO must balance its strategic "shell" with the need for technical candor. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to Indian launch vehicles, consider the following statements: 

1. PSLV uses alternating solid and liquid propulsion stages. 

2. GSLV employs a cryogenic upper stage. 

3. SLV is primarily used for launching heavier communication satellites into Geostationary Transfer Orbit (GTO). 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Ans: a) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Explain the concept of redundancy in aerospace systems. How can “common cause failure” defeat redundancy, as seen in 

satellite missions? (250 words) 
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Page 10 : GS II : Indian Polity & Governance/ Prelims Exam 
A Division Bench of the Allahabad High Court, while hearing a petition from a family in Hamirpur district, has challenged the 

administrative trend of punitive demolitions. The petitioners faced property sealing and demolition threats immediately 

following an FIR against a relative, despite not being named in the criminal case themselves. The court has framed five 

substantive questions to determine if these actions violate the "due process" guaranteed by the Constitution. 

 

The Legal "Five-Pointed" Inquiry 

The Court’s investigation centers on whether the state is using municipal laws as a facade for extra-judicial punishment. Key 

questions include: 

Did the demolition follow the Supreme Court’s 2024 guidelines? 

Were the principles of Natural Justice (notice and hearing) bypassed? 

Does the action violate Article 14 (Equality) and Article 21 (Life and Liberty)? 

Is this a "Colorable Exercise of Power"—using a legal tool (building codes) for an illegal purpose (punishment)? 

Can the executive assume the role of the judiciary in determining guilt? 

Key Analysis 
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1. Static Section: Constitutional & Administrative Law 

Separation of Powers: The core tenet that the Executive investigates, the Judiciary adjudicates, and the Legislature makes 

laws. Punitive demolition merges these roles into the Executive. 

Article 300A: Right to Property is a constitutional right; no person shall be deprived of their property save by "authority of 

law." 

Doctrine of Due Process: Derived from Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978), establishing that any state procedure must 

be "just, fair, and reasonable." 

Natural Justice (Audi Alteram Partem): The right to be heard. Municipal laws (UP Act of 1959/1973) mandate a notice period 

(usually 15 days) and an opportunity to appeal before demolition. 

2. Dynamic Section: Judicial Precedents & Trends 

SC Directions (2024): In Re: Directions in the Matter of Demolition of Structures, the Supreme Court ruled that being an 

accused is not a ground for demolition. It mandated that even "illegal" structures cannot be razed without following a 

structured timeline and providing alternative housing in some cases. 

Rule of Law vs. Rule by Law: "Rule of Law" ensures the law is supreme and protects citizens. "Rule by Law" uses the law as a 

tool of state oppression. "Bulldozer Justice" is often criticized as the latter. 

Collective Punishment: Targeting the homes of relatives of an accused violates the principle of individual criminal 

responsibility, essentially punishing an entire family for the alleged acts of one member. 

Conclusion 

The Allahabad High Court’s stance reaffirms that in a constitutional democracy, the process is as important as the outcome. 

While the state has a legitimate interest in removing unauthorized constructions, the "coincidence" of demolitions immediately 

following criminal allegations suggests a punitive motive rather than a regulatory one. For civil services aspirants, this case 

highlights the judiciary's role as a "check and balance" against executive overreach, ensuring that "instant justice" does not 

replace "institutional justice." 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to the Right to Property in India, consider the following statements: 

1. The Right to Property is a Fundamental Right under Part III of the Constitution. 

2. Article 300A provides that no person shall be deprived of property except by authority of law. 

3. The Right to Property can be enforced directly under Article 32. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Ans: a) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: “Bulldozer justice raises fundamental concerns about due process and separation of powers.” Discuss. (250 Words) 
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Page 12 : GS III : Indian Economy / Prelims Exam 

A "base year" serves as the reference point for calculating real GDP growth by neutralizing inflation. Since 2011-12, the Indian 

economy has undergone structural shifts—including the implementation of GST (2017), the surge in digital services, and the 

post-pandemic recovery. The 2022-23 series aims to capture these contemporary realities through "data-driven" rather than 

"proxy-driven" estimation. 
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Key Methodological Upgrades 

Area 2011-12 Series (Old) 2022-23 Series (New) 

Corporate Sector 
GVA allocated based on a company's primary 

activity only. 

Activity-wise revenue share used to calculate GVA for 

multi-sector firms. 

Household/Informal 
Extrapolated from old census data using static 

ratios. 

Annual use of ASUSE and PLFS for direct, yearly 

estimation. 

Government Excluded non-monetary benefits like housing. 
Includes value of housing services provided to 

government employees. 

Data Sources Minimal use of administrative data. Deep integration of GST, e-Vahan, and PFMS data. 

Price Adjustment Largely relied on "Single Deflation." 
Transition to "Double Deflation" for the manufacturing 

sector. 

 

Key Analysis 

1. Static Section: National Income Accounting 

GVA vs. GDP: While GDP measures the total value of goods and services produced, Gross Value Added (GVA) provides a 

picture from the supply side (Producer side). 

System of National Accounts (SNA): India is moving toward alignment with SNA 2025 standards, which advocate for 

more frequent rebasing (ideally every 5 years) to maintain statistical relevance. 

Double Deflation: A sophisticated method where output and input prices are deflated separately. This prevents "illusory" 

growth that can occur if input costs (like oil) fall while output prices remain steady. 

2. Dynamic Section: Implications for Policy 

Formalization Capture: By integrating GST data, the new series will better reflect the "formalization" of the economy. This 

may initially show a higher GDP size but could also reveal more accurate (and perhaps lower) growth rates in sectors 

where informal activity was previously overestimated. 

Monetary Policy: The RBI's February 2026 policy projected FY26 growth at 7.4%. The new series will provide the "fresh 

math" needed to assess whether the economy is overheating or if there is room for further rate adjustments. 
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The "Normalcy" Benchmark: 2022-23 was selected specifically 

because it was the first "normal" year post-COVID. 2019-21 were too volatile to serve as a baseline for future growth. 

Conclusion 

The 2022-23 GDP series represents a transition from an "estimation-based" to a "transaction-based" statistical framework. This 

highlights the government's push for Evidence-Based Policy Making. While "heads might roll" in other administrative sectors 

(as seen in the NCERT case), in the realm of statistics, "data is now rolling in" to provide a more transparent and credible 

narrative of India's journey toward a $5 trillion economy. 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Why is periodic revision of the GDP base year necessary? Discuss its implications for measuring economic growth 

accurately. (250 words) 
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Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper III : Indian Economy 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Distinguish between poverty, income inequality, and 

income mobility. Why is mobility considered a better indicator of long-term distributional 

change? (250 Words) 
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Context :  

Drawing on data from the Consumer Pyramids Household Survey (CMIE), the analysis creates a balanced panel of households 

to observe their progress relative to their 2014 per capita income rank. It categorizes them into the Top 10%, Next 40%, and 

Bottom 50%. 

Key Trends in Income Mobility (2014–2025) 

Metric 2015 Status 2025 Status 

Downward Mobility 14% 26.8% 

Upward Mobility 14.1% 23.5% 

No Change (Stagnation) >70% <50% 

The Crucial Takeaway: While both upward and downward mobility increased, downward mobility nearly doubled and 

consistently outpaced the rise in upward movement. By 2025, one in four households was worse off than they were in 2014. 

Key Analysis 

1. Static Section: Poverty & Inequality Concepts 

Income Mobility: The ability of an individual or family to improve (or lose) their economic status. This is a better indicator 

of "Equality of Opportunity" than simple poverty headcounts. 

The "Great Gatsby Curve": A concept in economics illustrating the connection between concentration of wealth in one 

generation and the ability of the next generation to move up the economic ladder. The analysis confirms that high 

district-level inequality correlates with higher downward mobility. 

Constitutional Mandate: Article 38 of the Directive Principles (DPSP) mandates the State to minimize inequalities in 

income and eliminate inequalities in status, facilities, and opportunities. 

2. Dynamic Section: Socio-Economic Fault Lines 

The Rural-Urban Divide: Rural households bore the brunt of economic volatility. By 2025, 29% of rural households 

experienced a decline in status, suggesting that the "agrarian distress" often discussed in policy circles has manifested as 

tangible downward mobility. 

Caste as a Barrier: While there has been "social churn" (OBCs and some SC segments gaining political influence), the 

economic pathways upward remain narrow for SC households. The study highlights that occupational segmentation 

and unequal access to education continue to tether marginalized groups to lower income brackets. 

The "Turning Point" (2019-2025): The pandemic (2020-21) and the subsequent "K-shaped" recovery are evident. The 

"inept handling" mentioned in the text refers to the disruption of the informal sector, which employs over 90% of 

India's workforce and serves as the primary engine for upward mobility for the poor. 

Religious Disparity: Muslims faced restricted upward mobility, likely due to a combination of lower educational attainment 

and discrimination, while Sikhs and Christians showed stronger resilience in the early decade. 

Policy Recommendations (Way Forward): 

Strengthening the Informal Sector: Targeted credit and infrastructure for MSMEs. 
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Human Capital Investment: Moving beyond "literacy" to "quality 

education" and "marketable skills." 

Social Protection: Strengthening safety nets like MGNREGA and universal health coverage to prevent households from 

slipping into poverty due to "shocks" (morbidity, inflation). 

Conclusion 

The analysis suggests that India is experiencing "Economic Volatility" rather than "Broad-based Prosperity." When 

downward mobility exceeds upward gains, the "aspiration" that drives a developing economy can turn into "frustration," 

posing a risk to social stability. For the UPSC aspirant, this highlights that GDP growth (the "headline") is insufficient if 

it is not accompanied by structural reforms in the informal sector, health, and social protection. 

 

 

 

 


