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Page 01 : GS III : Indian Economy / Prelims Exam 

The Great Nicobar Island (GNI) project, valued at approximately ₹92,000 crore, is one of India's most ambitious infrastructure 

undertakings. The recently notified Draft Master Plan 2024–2047 marks a shift in the project's narrative, positioning tourism as 

the primary economic engine alongside its strategic maritime goals. 

 

Core Components of the Master Plan 

The development is structured around several "anchor projects" to be executed in phases: 

International Container Transshipment Port (ICTP): Located at Galathea Bay, aimed at capturing global cargo traffic from 

the Malacca Strait. 

Greenfield International Airport: Designed for both civilian tourism and strategic military use. 

Integrated Township: Divided into clusters—Administrative, Multi-modal Logistic, and Tourism/Entertainment. 

Green Energy: A 450-MVA gas and solar-based power plant. 

Tourism as the Growth Driver 

The draft shifts focus from pure logistics to a "seaside destination" model: 

Target Population: A projected surge to 3.36 lakh by 2055 (from the current ~8,500). 

Tourist Inflow: Aiming for 1 million annual tourists by 2055. 
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Models of Tourism: The plan identifies beach tourism (7 potential beaches), wellness retreats, "gaming tourism" (including 

a potential casino), and theme parks. 

Economic Intent: Job creation to encourage permanent settlement, effectively "mainstreaming" the island's economy. 

Key Dimensions: Challenges & Controversies 

A. Environmental Impact 

Deforestation: Diversion of ~130 sq. km of forest land and the felling of nearly 9.64 lakh trees. 

Biodiversity Loss: Galathea Bay is a critical nesting site for the Giant Leatherback Turtle. The project also threatens the 

Nicobar Megapode and the Nicobar Macaque. 

Geological Risk: The island is in a high-seismic zone (Zone V), making large-scale infrastructure vulnerable to earthquakes 

and tsunamis. 

B. Tribal Rights and Social Concerns 

Tribal Communities: The island is home to the Shompen (a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group - PVTG) and the 

Nicobarese. 

The Consent Debate: While the administration claims no displacement, the "Comprehensive Tribal Welfare Plan" suggests 

relocating Nicobarese tribes to Pulobhabi. The Tribal Council previously withdrew its NOC, alleging lack of transparency. 

Genocide Warnings: International experts have warned that the influx of 3 lakh outsiders could be "tantamount to 

genocide" for the isolated Shompen due to lack of immunity and habitat loss. 

C. Strategic vs. Sustainable Development 

Strategic Hub: Its proximity to the Strait of Malacca (a global maritime choke point) gives India a significant "eyes and 

ears" advantage in the Indo-Pacific. 

Development Conflict: The Draft Master Plan’s "urbanisable" focus (40.8% of the project area) is seen by critics as being at 

variance with the island’s status as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. 

Conclusion 

The Great Nicobar project represents the classic "Development vs. Environment" dilemma. While the strategic and economic 

benefits of an international transshipment hub are undeniable for India’s "Act East" policy and Blue Economy aspirations, the 

social and ecological costs are immense. For a sustainable outcome, the government must ensure that "Free, Prior and Informed 

Consent" (FPIC) under the Forest Rights Act, 2006 is not just a procedural formality but a meaningful dialogue with the 

indigenous keepers of the land. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to the Great Nicobar Island Project, consider the following statements: 

1. It includes an International Container Transshipment Port at Galathea Bay. 

2. The project area falls under a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. 

3. The island lies in a low seismic risk zone. 

4. The project aims to develop a greenfield international airport with dual-use capability. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss the significance of the Great Nicobar Project in the context of India’s Blue Economy and Indo-Pacific strategy. 

Highlight associated ecological risks. (150 Words) 
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Page 05 : GS II : International Relations / Prelims Exam 

The upcoming visit of U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio to India in May 2026 marks a high-stakes diplomatic effort to 

recalibrate a relationship strained by maritime conflicts in the Middle East and complex trade disputes. 

Key Diplomatic Engagements 

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri recently concluded a high-profile 

visit to Washington D.C. (April 8–10, 2026), laying the groundwork 

for Rubio's trip. Key meetings included: 

Marco Rubio (Secretary of State): Focused on the 

"Comprehensive Global Strategic Partnership," specifically 

trade and defense. 

Kash Patel (FBI Director): Addressed counterterrorism, 

narcotics, and organized crime. 

Allison Hooker & Christopher Landau: Discussed the Quad 

and regional security, particularly the volatile situation in 

the Persian Gulf. 

Strategic & Economic Friction Points 

A. The Sanctions "Deadline" 

India is navigating a tightrope regarding energy security and U.S. 

sanctions: 

Russian Oil: A specific waiver for Russian oil purchases expires 

on April 11, 2026. 

Iranian Oil & Chabahar: Exemptions for Iranian oil expire on April 19, 2026. While a guidance letter from October 2025 

extended the Chabahar Port waiver until April 26, 2026, its future remains a point of intense negotiation. 

B. The Pulse & Tariff Dispute 

Trade remains a "sensitive area," particularly in agriculture: 

The 30% Tariff: India recently imposed a 30% import duty on U.S. pulses (yellow peas, lentils, chickpeas) to protect 

domestic farmers. 

Reciprocal Cuts: In a recent breakthrough, the U.S. agreed to slash certain tariffs from 25% to 18%, partly to offset the 

impact of India's continued engagement with Russia. 
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The "Pax Silica" Initiative 

One of the most significant recent developments is India joining Pax Silica in February 2026. 

Definition: A U.S.-led strategic framework (launched Dec 2025) focused on securing the supply chains of the "compute era." 

Pillars: Semiconductors, Critical Minerals, and Artificial Intelligence (AI). 

Objective: To reduce global reliance on Chinese dominance in rare earth refinement and legacy chip manufacturing. 

Conclusion  

The India-U.S. relationship in 2026 is characterized by "Transactional Strategicism." While both nations are deeply aligned on the 

Quad and tech-governance (Pax Silica) to counter a common adversary, they remain at loggerheads over localized economic 

issues like pulse tariffs and oil sanctions. Rubio’s May visit will likely determine if the proposed "Mother of all Trade Deals"—

intended to mirror the India-EU pact—can finally be sealed or if it will remain stalled by domestic protectionism in both capitals. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques:  The term “Pax Silica”, recently in news, refers to: 

(a) A maritime security alliance in the Indo-Pacific 

(b) A global climate finance mechanism 

(c) A U.S.-led framework for securing semiconductor and critical mineral supply chains 

(d) A multilateral nuclear disarmament treaty 

Ans: c)  

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: The India–U.S. relationship in recent years has been described as “Transactional Strategicism.” Critically examine this 

statement in the context of trade disputes and strategic convergence. (150 Words) 
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Page 05 : GS II : International Relations / Prelims Exam 
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s visit to the UAE (April 11–12, 2026) comes at a critical juncture as India maneuvers 

through a volatile Middle Eastern security landscape to safeguard its energy interests. 

Strategic Context: Energy Crisis in the Gulf 

The visit is a direct response to the supply chain disruptions caused by the ongoing 

conflict involving the U.S., Israel, and Iran (which escalated significantly in late 

February 2026). 

The Qatar Factor: Following Iranian attacks on QatarEnergy facilities, Qatar 

invoked a force majeure clause in March 2026, halting LNG production. As 

Qatar is a primary supplier of natural gas to India, this has created an 

immediate deficit. 

Diversification Strategy: Jaishankar’s UAE trip follows Petroleum Minister 

Hardeep Singh Puri’s recent mission to Doha. The objective is to secure 

alternative long-term supply commitments and stabilize the energy basket. 

Key Objectives of the UAE Visit 

Energy Security: Beyond crude oil, the focus is on increasing the UAE's share in 

India’s Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) and securing LNG shipments. 

Stability in the Persian Gulf: Given the UAE's influence, India seeks a "stabilizing 

role" to prevent further maritime escalations that could choke the Strait of 

Hormuz. 

Economic Synergy: Building on the Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

Agreement (CEPA), the visit aims to boost non-oil trade, especially through 

the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), despite regional 

instability. 

Key Dimensions: Regional Geopolitics 

A. The "Look West" to "Act West" Evolution 

India’s outreach to the UAE, Qatar, and Bahrain (following Piyush Goyal’s recent talks) demonstrates a shift toward active 

energy diplomacy. India is no longer a passive buyer but a strategic partner invested in the internal security of the Gulf. 

B. Impact of Global Sanctions 
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Iran-U.S. Dynamics: While India manages relations with Iran (specifically for the Chabahar Port), the U.S. pressure and the 

recent hostilities have forced India to lean more heavily on the "moderate" Arab states like the UAE and Saudi Arabia. 

Ceasefire Uncertainty: The "uncertain ceasefire" mentioned by the U.S. administration has created a narrow window for 

India to lock in supply contracts before any potential resumption of hostilities. 

C. Neighborhood First vs. Energy Security 

The MEA’s statement highlights that while India is assisting South Asian neighbors with their energy needs, its primary focus 

remains the internal economic stability of the Indian mainland, which is highly sensitive to global Brent crude fluctuations. 

Conclusion 

The EAM’s visit to the UAE is an exercise in de-hyphenated diplomacy. India must support regional peace while simultaneously 

preparing for a "prolonged disruption" scenario. For the UPSC aspirant, this highlights the importance of the "Energy-Security-

Diplomacy" triad—where a nation's foreign policy is increasingly dictated by its fuel requirements and the safety of maritime 

trade routes. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques : Consider the following statements regarding Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR): 

1. SPRs are maintained to cushion against supply disruptions. 

2. India has allowed countries like the UAE to store crude oil in its SPR facilities. 

3. SPRs are used only during wartime. 

Which of the statements are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Ans: a) 

 

 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Analyze how geopolitical instability in West Asia impacts India’s foreign policy priorities and energy security. (150 Words) 
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Page 06: GS II :  Governance / Prelims Exam 
The recent decision to hold Foreign Office Consultations with Turkiye and Azerbaijan marks a pivotal recalibration of Indian 

foreign policy, transitioning from the post-Operation Sindoor "emotional" freeze to a more traditional stance of strategic 

pragmatism. 

Historical Context: Operation Sindoor & Its Aftermath 

The diplomatic freeze was rooted in the events of mid-2025: 

The Conflict: Operation Sindoor (May 7–10, 2025) was a 96-hour military engagement 

triggered by the Pahalgam terror attacks. 

The "Adversary" Label: During the conflict, Turkiye and Azerbaijan were perceived as part 

of a trilateral axis with Pakistan. India’s Deputy Chief of Army Staff explicitly identified 

Turkiye as a "border adversary" due to its military/diplomatic support for Pakistan. 

Economic & Social Blowback: Influence-led boycotts led to a significant drop in trade 

and tourism. Even during the June 2025 evacuation from Iran, India purposefully 

bypassed Turkish and Azerbaijani land routes in favor of Armenia and Turkmenistan. 

The Current Shift: Pragmatism over Emotion 

The visit of Secretary West (Sibi George) to Baku and the invitation to the Turkish Deputy 

Foreign Minister signify a "thaw" driven by several factors: 

Breaking the "Camps" Narrative: India is moving away from the emerging "India-

Armenia-Greece" vs. "Pakistan-Azerbaijan-Turkiye" trilateral rivalry. Sustaining such a 

binary restricts India's global maneuvering space. 

Decoupling Pakistan: By engaging directly with Baku and Ankara, India asserts that its 

bilateral relations with third countries will not be permanently hyphenated with their 

stance on Pakistan or Kashmir. 

Economic Realities: Both Turkiye and Azerbaijan are significant regional players. Persistent 

diplomatic freezes hinder India’s broader connectivity projects and trade interests in 

Eurasia. 

Key Analytical Pillars 

A. The Strategic "De-hyphenation" 
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India has historically prided itself on managing relations with rivals (e.g., Iran and Saudi Arabia; Israel and Palestine). The recent 

re-engagement suggests a return to this doctrine, ensuring that Pakistan does not dictate the limits of India’s footprint in West 

and Central Asia. 

B. Digital Diplomacy and Public Sentiment 

The article highlights a modern challenge: the "Escalation Ladder." * Official demarches now quickly spiral into online boycotts 

and hyper-nationalist rhetoric. 

C. Geopolitical Balancing 

India must balance its growing defense ties with Armenia (notably the sale of Pinaka rocket systems) without making it a zero-

sum game that permanently alienates Azerbaijan. Pragmatism dictates that while India supports its partners, it must keep 

channels open with their rivals to prevent total regional polarization. 

Conclusion 

The move to rebuild ties with Turkiye and Azerbaijan is a mature acknowledgment that in a world of "spiraling conflicts," India 

cannot afford to maintain permanent diplomatic "no-go zones." By choosing realpolitik over rhetoric, New Delhi is reclaiming 

its role as an independent pole in a multi-polar world—one that prioritizes national interest over historical grievances. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: The concept of “de-hyphenation” in India’s foreign policy refers to: 

(a) Linking all bilateral relations with Pakistan 

(b) Separating bilateral relations from third-country considerations 

(c) Avoiding engagement with rival countries 

(d) Forming exclusive military blocs  

Ans: d) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: De-hyphenation is central to India’s ability to act as an independent pole in a multipolar world. Discuss with suitable 
examples. (150 Words) 
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Page : 11 : GS III : Indian Economy / Prelims Exam 

The recent inter-ministerial meetings chaired by the Commerce Secretary underscore a growing crisis for India's Micro, Small, 

and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs). As the conflict in West Asia persists into April 2026, MSMEs are facing an unprecedented 

"Compliance Trap" that threatens their export competitiveness. 

 

The MSME "Compliance Trap" 

Unlike large conglomerates with dedicated legal and logistics departments, MSMEs operate with limited resources. The war has 

transformed routine shipping into a regulatory minefield: 

Manual Bottlenecks: Most MSMEs rely on basic spreadsheets (Excel) rather than integrated compliance software. This 

makes tracking real-time changes in global tariffs, HS codes, and penalties nearly impossible. 
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The "Landed Cost" Uncertainty: Frequent route deviations mean exporters cannot accurately calculate the total cost of 

getting a product to a customer, leading to financial losses or uncompetitive pricing. 

Working Capital Stress: Delays and rerouting trap capital in transit, preventing small businesses from reinvesting in new 

production cycles. 

Triple Threat: Types of Shipping Disruptions 

Industry bodies like EEPC India have identified three specific scenarios creating this burden: 

Disruption Type The Compliance/Economic Impact 

Cargo Diversion 

(Back-to-Town) 

Shipments returned to India require complex "back-to-town" procedures. Critically, these do not qualify 

for government relief schemes, leaving the exporter to bear all costs. 

Route Termination 
Shipping lines may drop cargo at an intermediate safe port. The exporter must then navigate the local 

regulations of a third country to move the goods to the final destination. 

Tariff Quota Misses 
Many European markets have quarterly quotas (e.g., for steel). A delay of just a few days can miss a 

quota window, forcing the exporter to pay for 90 days of warehousing until the next window opens. 

 

Economic & Policy Analysis 

A. Impact on the "RELIEF" Scheme 

The current situation highlights a gap in the government’s RELIEF scheme. Because "back-to-town" cargo (goods returned due 

to war) is not technically an "export" or a standard "import," it falls into a regulatory gray area where no financial incentives or 

tax drawbacks apply, doubling the loss for the MSME. 

B. Export Competitiveness 

MSMEs contribute significantly to India’s total exports. The "agility" that usually defines small-scale manufacturing is being 

stifled by Regulatory Uncertainty. If MSMEs cannot stay "compliant within the system" due to the sheer volume of paperwork, 

India risks a long-term decline in its share of global engineering and textile markets. 

C. The Digital Divide in Trade 

This crisis reveals the urgent need for Trade-Tech adoption. The government is examining ways to simplify HS code 

management and invoice tracking to move MSMEs away from fragmented, error-prone manual systems toward more robust 

digital public infrastructure for trade. 
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Conclusion 

For the government, the challenge is two-fold: providing immediate financial cushions for war-related delays and, more 

importantly, simplifying the paperwork. As the West Asia crisis complicates maritime routes, the "Ease of Doing Business" for an 

Indian MSME is currently being tested by the "Difficulty of Staying Compliant." 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Which of the following best describes “tariff quota”? 

(a) A fixed tax imposed on imports 

(b) A limit on quantity of imports at concessional tariff rates 

(c) A ban on imports beyond a threshold 

(d) A subsidy for exporters  

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Examine how supply chain disruptions and regulatory complexities affect the export competitiveness of MSMEs in India. 

(250 Words) 
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Page : 06 : Editorial Analysis  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper II: Social Justice 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question: Centralization of regulatory powers may undermine 

academic autonomy in higher education institutions. Discuss with reference to recent 

education reforms. (150 Words) 
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Context : The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhisthan (VBSA) Bill, currently under the scrutiny of a Joint Parliamentary 

Committee (JPC), represents a significant attempt to codify the National Education Policy (NEP 2020) into a statutory 

framework. However, critics like Professor Dinesh Abrol argue that the Bill, in its current form, risks centralizing the 

Indian higher education system and undermining federal principles. 

1. Core Criticisms of the VBSA Bill 

A. Constitutional & Federal Concerns 

Legislative Overreach: Under Entry 66 of the Union List, Parliament’s power is limited to the "coordination and 

determination of standards." The Bill is seen as exceeding this by giving the Union government-controlled 

councils unlimited power over inspections and funding. 

Concurrent List Violation: Since Education is a Concurrent List subject, the Bill’s top-down approach—applying 

to State and private universities without State consultation—is viewed as a bypass of federal autonomy. 

B. Bureaucratic vs. Academic Autonomy 

Usurpation of Power: The Bill shifts authority from the University Grants Commission (UGC) to government-

controlled councils. Unlike the UGC Act, which requires consultation with a university before inspection, the 

VBSA Bill allows for discretionary inspections. 

Erosion of Autonomy: Bodies like IITs, IIMs, and State-funded universities lose their governing independence to 

a centralized bureaucratic structure. 

C. Social Justice & Ideological Shifts 

Equity Deficit: The Bill is criticized for not explicitly enforcing affirmative action (SC/ST/OBC reservations) or 

inter-regional justice. 

Ideological Undercurrents: Critics argue the Bill promotes a monolithic version of "Bhartiya Knowledge," 

potentially marginalizing India's multi-cultural intellectual history in favor of specific ideologies. 

2. The Proposed "Alternative Framework" 

To address these gaps, an alternative governance model is proposed that treats education as a "Shared 

Responsibility" between the Centre and States. 

I. Rebalancing the Vertical Councils 

The Bill proposes three vertical councils (Regulation, Standards, and Accreditation). The alternative suggests: 

50:50 Power Sharing: Giving 50% weightage to State Higher Education Councils (SHECs) in the processes of 

regulation and accreditation. 

Manak Parishad (Standards Council): Standards should be shaped by regional and industrial needs rather than 

being prescriptive "one-size-fits-all" norms from Delhi. 

II. Financial Autonomy: The HEGC 
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Instead of the Ministry of Education directly controlling funds, the alternative proposes a Higher Education Grants 

Council (HEGC): 

Block Grants: Moving away from a loan-based model to a public-funded enterprise. 

Bridging Gaps: Providing generous funding to State-run institutions to correct "historical discrimination" and 

support research in laggard regions. 

III. Reform in Assessment 

Outcome over Output: Shifting from "Output-based" metrics (number of patents/publications) to "Outcome-

centric" evaluation (social impact, national innovation, and environmental rejuvenation). 

Third-Party Scrutiny: Opposing the outsourcing of accreditation to private third-party agencies, which might 

prioritize global rankings over social justice. 

3. Key Analytical Pillars 

Feature Current VBSA Bill (Critique) Alternative Proposal 

Governance Top-down, Bureaucratic Deliberative, Participatory (Senates/Councils) 

Federalism Unitary (Centre-led) Shared (Centre-State partnership) 

Inclusivity Vague on Reservations Explicit Affirmative Action 

Focus Hyper-globalization / Rankings National Innovation & Social Justice 

Conclusion 

The debate over the VBSA Bill is essentially a debate over the Soul of Indian Higher Education. While the Union 

government seeks to streamline and globalize Indian degrees, the alternative framework emphasizes that 

"standards" cannot be determined in a vacuum. True "Viksit Bharat" (Developed India) in education requires a system 

that respects regional linguistic autonomy, ensures social equity, and treats State governments as equal partners 

rather than administrative subordinates. 

 

 

 

 


