
        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Edition : InternationalTable of Contents 
 Page 05 

Syllabus :GS III :Environment / Prelims 

Exam 

India to tap augmented solar 

capacity, coalto weather El Nino, 

summer power demand 

Page 05 

Syllabus :GS I,II and III : Indian Society, 

Justice and Economy / Prelims Exam 

‘48% of NSE firms have no women as 

key managers’ 

Page 06 

Syllabus : GS II :Social Justice / Prelims 

Exam 

Work in progress :India must 

strengthen public sector hospital 

capacity 

Page 09 

Syllabus : GS III :Environment / Prelims 

Exam 

Concrete closing in on the city’s green 

heart 

Page 10 

Syllabus : GS II &III :Social Justice and 

Environment / Prelims Exam 

Unmindful of nature’s vagaries, their 

toil forsurvival continues 

Page 06 : Editorial Analysis 

Syllabus : GS II :International Relations  

India’s global right linkages, costs and 

consequences 

 

 

 

 

The Hindu Important News Articles & Editorial For UPSC 

CSE 

Saturday,02May, 2026 

 

 

cc 



        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page 05 :GS III :Environment / Prelims Exam 

The recent record peak demand of 256.1 GW (recorded in April 2026) highlights a structural shift in India's power consumption. 

This surge is not merely seasonal but driven by deeper factors: rapid economic expansion, the proliferation of data centers, the 

electrification of railways, and a skyrocketing demand for cooling solutions (air conditioning) exacerbated by record-breaking 

heatwaves. 

The El Niño phenomenon, which typically leads to weak monsoons and extended dry, hot spells, threatens to create a "worst-of-

both-worlds" scenario: decreased hydro-power generation alongside a massive spike in electricity demand. 

 

Critical Analysis of the Energy Mix 

1. The Stability of Thermal Power 

Thermal power plants (primarily coal-based) continue to act as the backbone of India’s grid stability. Accounting for roughly 

66.9% of the energy mix, thermal power provides the "baseload"—the reliable, dispatchable power needed to keep the grid 

operational when weather patterns fluctuate. The government's maintenance of approximately 200 million tonnes of coal 
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stocks (providing an 83-day buffer) is a strategic measure to insulate the country from immediate supply shocks during the 

summer. 

2. The Solar Surge and the Integration Challenge 

Solar power’s share in the energy mix has risen significantly (accounting for 21.5% during the recent peak). India’s rapid addition 

of 44.61 GW of solar capacity in the last fiscal year marks a major milestone. However, this progress faces a significant 

bottleneck: Grid Inflexibility and Curtailment. 

 The Intermittency Problem: Solar energy is inherently variable. As seen in recent data, significant portions of 

generated solar power are frequently "curtailed" (wasted) because the grid cannot absorb the sudden influx, or because 

storage infrastructure (batteries/pumped hydro) is insufficient. 

 Moving Beyond Generation: The policy discourse is shifting from "Generation Adequacy" (simply adding more solar 

panels) to "System Flexibility." To truly harness solar, India must invest in: 

o Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS): To store daytime solar for night-time peak demand. 

o Pumped Storage Hydropower (PSH): To provide large-scale energy shifting. 

o Smart Grid Infrastructure: To dynamically manage and balance the load. 

UPSC Perspective: Implications for Governance 

For an aspirant, this situation demonstrates the practical application of several GS-III topics: 

 Infrastructure (Energy): The transition from traditional centralized coal power to a decentralized, hybrid grid. 

 Environment & Climate Change: The adaptation strategy to combat El Niño-linked climate stressors. 

 Economic Security: How energy availability directly correlates with industrial output and GDP growth. 

Conclusion 

India’s energy roadmap is evolving into a hybrid model where thermal energy ensures stability, and renewable energy drives 

growth. The key takeaway for policy is that capacity addition is not enough. The next phase of India’s power sector reform 

must prioritize transmission network upgrades, inter-state grid flexibility, and aggressive battery deployment. Unless the 

grid is made flexible enough to absorb the surge in solar generation, India will continue to underutilize its cleanest and most 

abundant energy resource during periods of extreme demand. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques:The term “Baseload Power” refers to: 

(a) Peak electricity demand during summer 

(b) Minimum level of demand on an electrical grid over a period 

(c) Renewable energy generation capacity 

(d) Power generated during emergencies 

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: “India’s energy transition is constrained more by grid limitations than generation capacity.”Discuss.(150 Words) 
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Page 05:GS I,II and III : Indian Society, Justice and Economy / Prelims Exam 

The recent study by the Udaiti Foundation, analyzing the representation of women in National Stock Exchange (NSE)-listed 

firms, highlights a persistent disparity in India’s corporate landscape. Despite India's rapid economic growth, the "glass ceiling" 

remains robust, with a significant deficit of women in leadership roles and a concerning trend where women are 

disproportionately represented in lower-wage positions. This report serves as a critical indicator of the progress—or lack 

thereof—towards India’s goal of inclusive economic development.  

 

Key Findings of the Study 

 Leadership Deficit: Nearly 50% of 2,647 NSE-listed companies have zero women in Key Managerial Positions (KMPs). 

On average, there are only 0.64 women per company in such roles.  
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 Workforce Stagnation: Women’s representation in the formal workforce stands at 18%, a decline from previous years.  

 The Wage Gap & "Quality" of Jobs: There is a growing bifurcation in the workforce. Women’s share in higher-paid 

jobs (earning >₹18,000/month) has shrunk from 21% to 12%, while their share in lower-wage positions has increased 

from 19% to 23%.  

 The "Quality" Gap: A staggering 57% of women in regular wage jobs lack written employment contracts, indicating 

widespread informality even within the formal sector. 

Sectoral Distribution of Female Workforce 

The disparity in representation is stark across different industries, as shown in the table below: 

Sector Women's Share in Workforce (%) 

Hospitals & Lab Services 48% 

Textiles 37% 

Consumer Services 34% 

Information Technology 34% 

Banks & FMCG 26% & 21% respectively 

Construction 2% 

Critical Analysis & Challenges 

1. Structural Barriers: The decline in women’s representation in higher-paying formal roles suggests that organizational 

structures are failing to facilitate the career progression of women, often due to biases or lack of support systems 

(e.g., career breaks for childcare).  

2. Informalization of Formal Work: As noted by the Udaiti Foundation and highlighted in the latest PLFS data, many 

"formal" jobs lack the safeguards of formal employment (contracts, benefits, and equal pay).  

3. Regulatory Compliance: While the Companies Act and SEBI mandates have boosted women's representation on 

Boards, the report suggests these mandates have not trickled down to Key Managerial Positions (KMP), where 

decision-making power is concentrated.  

4. Wage Parity: Despite constitutional mandates (Article 39(d)) and the Code on Wages, the significant earnings gap 

(₹5,664/month less than men) persists, undermining the principle of "Equal Pay for Equal Work." 
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Way Forward 

 Beyond Mandates: Moving from "compliance-based" diversity (e.g., just filling board seats) to "culture-based" 

diversity by tracking gender metrics at every level of the corporate hierarchy. 

 Effective Implementation of Labour Codes: The new Labour Codes consolidate 29 central laws; strict ground-level 

enforcement regarding written contracts and pay parity is essential.  

 Targeted Skilling & Infrastructure: Addressing the "quality" of work requires investing in STEM training for women 

and ensuring safe infrastructure (crèches, secure transport) to facilitate longer-term participation. 

 Data-Driven Accountability: Encouraging firms to adopt standard gender-disaggregated reporting (as seen in the BRSR 

framework) will improve transparency and allow for better benchmarking. 

Conclusion 

The Udaiti Foundation's report serves as a wake-up call for Corporate India. Achieving the goal of a $5 trillion economy or 

becoming a global leader requires more than just high GDP numbers; it requires the active, equitable participation of the 

female workforce. Closing the gender gap is not just a social imperative but a necessary economic strategy to fully leverage 

India’s demographic dividend. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques:Which of the following best describes the term “Glass Ceiling”? 

(a) Legal restrictions on employment 

(b) Invisible barriers preventing women from reaching leadership positions 

(c) Wage ceiling imposed by companies 

(d) Physical workplace safety barriers 

Ans: a) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques:Why is female labour force participation low in India despite economic growth?(150 Words) 
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Page 06:GS II : Social Justice / Prelims Exam 
The 80th round of the NSO survey on household social consumption (health) serves as a landmark document. Coming in the 

post-pandemic era and coinciding with the maturity of the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY), 

the survey provides a comprehensive snapshot of India's progress toward Universal Health Coverage (UHC). While the data 

reflects significant strides in insurance penetration and primary care utilization, it simultaneously highlights structural 

weaknesses—specifically, an over-reliance on the private sector and a persistent "access gap" 

that threatens to keep healthcare costs catastrophic for many.  

Key Trends: An Analytical Overview 

1. The Insurance and Access Paradox 

 The Positive: The survey indicates a threefold increase in government-funded health 

insurance coverage (PMJAY and state schemes). Rural coverage jumped from 12.9% to 

45.5%, and urban coverage from 8.9% to 31.8%.  

 The Critical Gap: Despite this, hospitalization rates have not recovered to 2014 levels. 

Insurance coverage is not synonymous with access. Many households hold insurance 

cards but still struggle to secure a hospital bed, often due to the uneven distribution of 

network hospitals or the refusal of private providers to accept insurance rates.  

2. Financial Protection vs. Financial Deprivation 

 Mean vs. Median: The data presents a dual narrative. The median out-of-pocket 

expenditure (OOPE) per hospitalization is relatively low (₹11,285), and it is near zero for 

public outpatient care. However, the mean OOPE remains high due to a small number 

of high-cost cases.  

 The Hidden Cost: In private facilities, reimbursement rates under PMJAY are often 

below market rates. Consequently, private hospitals engage in "cost-shifting"—billing 

patients separately for diagnostics, consumables, and ancillary services, which erodes 

the protection that state-funded insurance is intended to provide.  

3. Epidemiological Transition 

 There is a clear shift from infectious diseases to non-communicable diseases (NCDs) 

like diabetes, hypertension, and cardiovascular conditions. NCDs require long-term, 

expensive management, exposing the vulnerability of the current system, which is still 

largely geared toward acute care.  

4. Increased Health-Seeking Behavior 
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 The "Proportion of Population Reporting Ailments" (PPRA) has doubled. While this might appear concerning, 

economists view this as positive—it suggests that citizens are more aware of their health, "visible" to the system, and 

actively seeking care, rather than suffering in silence.  

Critical Challenges 

 The "Private Sector" Trap: The survey confirms a high dependence on private healthcare (roughly 58% in rural and 

65% in urban areas). Without strict price regulation, the private sector often treats insurance as a subsidy to enter low-

income markets without passing the benefits to the patients.  

 AAM Underfunding: The Ayushman Arogya Mandirs (AAMs) are the backbone of primary care, yet they remain 

underfunded relative to the requirements of managing chronic NCDs. When the primary tier fails, the burden inevitably 

shifts to the secondary/tertiary (hospital) tier, increasing costs for the household. 

Way Forward for Health Policy 

For India to move beyond "nominal coverage" to "effective care," policy interventions must prioritize: 

1. Strengthening Public Tertiary Capacity: The public sector must be scaled up to compete with the private sector for 

tertiary care. If the public sector lacks the capacity, patients will continue to be pushed into high-cost private facilities, 

nullifying the gains of insurance. 

2. Strict Price Regulation: Government-funded insurance schemes must enforce standard rates for all services, including 

diagnostics and consumables, to stop private hospitals from bypassing caps through "hidden costs." 

3. Chronic Care Integration: The health system must evolve from an "acute-care" model to a "chronic-care" model, 

focusing on the long-term management of NCDs, which is where the middle class currently faces the most catastrophic 

expenditure. 

4. Audit of Public Health Utilization: Policymakers must move beyond hospital-centric data. Future surveys should more 

accurately capture the "unmet need"—why many people who report ailments still do not seek formal treatment.  

Conclusion 

The 80th NSO survey proves that India has successfully shielded millions from the poverty trap of minor health episodes through 

free outpatient care and expanded insurance. However, the next phase of reform is not merely about increasing insurance 

coverage—it is about institutional capacity building. To ensure that health coverage does not remain merely a card in a 

pocket but a gateway to reliable, affordable, and high-quality care, India must urgently bridge the gap in public sector hospital 

infrastructure.  
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques:With reference to Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY), consider the following statements: 

1. It provides health insurance coverage for secondary and tertiary care hospitalization. 

2. It is entirely funded by the Central Government. 

3. It covers outpatient (OPD) expenses for all beneficiaries. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans:a) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques:Evaluate the role of government-funded health insurance schemes in achieving Universal Health Coverage in India.(150 

Words) 
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Page 09:GS III : Environment / Prelims Exam 
The KBR National Park, often termed the "green lung" of Hyderabad, is currently the focal point of a significant environmental 

standoff. The controversy centres on the Hyderabad City Innovative and Transformative Infrastructure (H-CITI) project, 

which entails the construction of multiple flyovers and underpasses along the park’s periphery. This project highlights the 

systemic challenges of balancing rapid urbanization with the protection of ecologically sensitive urban spaces.  

 

2. Contextual Background 
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 The Project: H-CITI is a successor to the previous Strategic Road Development Plan (SRDP). It proposes a network of 

seven flyovers and seven underpasses at key junctions surrounding the park.  

 The Standoff: Environmentalists, citizens, and civil society groups have staged protests (notably in April 2026), citing 

threats to the park’s biodiversity, groundwater, and micro-climate. The dispute is exacerbated by allegations of 

procedural violations, including the lack of public consultation and questionable environmental clearances.  

3. Key Issues for UPSC Mains  

A. The Eco-Sensitive Zone (ESZ) Dilution 

 Regulatory Loophole: While the T.N. GodavarmanThirumulpad v. Union of India (2022) ruling mandates a default 1-km 

ESZ around protected areas, the KBR Park’s ESZ has been contested and notified in places as narrow as 3 to 30 meters.  

 Significance: Activists argue that the shrinking of the ESZ is an "administrative convenience" to facilitate construction, 

thereby negating the purpose of an ecological buffer meant to absorb human-centric impacts.  

B. Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) & "Salami Slicing" 

 Lack of Cumulative Impact: Critics point out that the government evaluates flyover projects individually rather than as 

a cumulative whole. This "salami slicing" of infrastructure projects allows them to bypass the rigorous EIA thresholds 

required for large-scale developments. 

 Regulatory Evasion: There are allegations that the projects are being processed under exemptions that bypass Social 

Impact Assessment (SIA) and public hearings, raising concerns about the transparency of the governance framework.  

C. Ecological & Hydrological Concerns 

 Urban Heat Island (UHI) Effect: Replacing green cover with concrete/asphalt increases local temperatures (typically by 

2–5°C), aggravating the UHI effect in an already warming city.  

 Groundwater Recharge: The KBR Park acts as a vital catchment area. Creating impermeable surfaces (concrete/flyovers) 

reduces the groundwater recharge capacity, threatening the water security of surrounding neighborhoods that are 

already facing a declining water table.  

 Biodiversity Loss: The felling and translocation of thousands of trees—often without scientific survival protocols—

directly impact the park's function as a habitat for resident and migratory bird species and small fauna.  

4. Governance & Administrative Challenges (GS Paper II - Polity & Governance) 

 Due Process Violations: Activists allege that tree-felling permissions have been granted without proper adherence to 

the WALTA (Water, Land and Trees Act) procedures and that the Tree Protection Committee (TPC) reports are being 

produced in a manner that lacks on-ground empirical data.  
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 Judicial vs. Executive Conflict: There is a persistent tension between court-ordered stays on tree-felling and the 

aggressive push by civic bodies to meet infrastructure deadlines. The ongoing litigation highlights the difficulty in 

enforcing judicial directives in a rapid, executive-driven developmental environment.  

5. Way Forward: A Sustainable Framework 

To resolve the conflict between urban necessity and ecological sustainability, the following measures are essential: 

 Integrated Urban Planning: Shift from "Car-Centric" infrastructure (flyovers) to "People-Centric" transit (robust public 

transport, metro expansion, and active mobility).  

 Participatory Governance: Mandatory, transparent public hearings for any infrastructure project within or adjacent to a 

Protected Area. 

 Scientific Buffer Zones: Re-evaluating the ESZ boundaries based on scientific, peer-reviewed data rather than 

administrative convenience, respecting the spirit of the Godavarman judgment. 

 Transparency and Accountability: Making Detailed Project Reports (DPRs), environmental clearances, and tree 

enumeration surveys publicly accessible to foster trust and ensure third-party oversight.  

6. Conclusion 

The KBR National Park issue is not merely a local grievance; it is a microcosm of the crisis facing India’s metropolitan cities. For 

sustainable urban development, policies must integrate "Green Infrastructure"—which prioritizes the maintenance of natural 

ecosystems—as a fundamental asset rather than an impediment to progress. The ultimate test of a "Smart City" is its ability to 

preserve the natural lungs that sustain its inhabitants. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques:With reference to Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZ), consider the following statements: 

1. ESZs are notified around Protected Areas to act as shock absorbers for ecological systems. 

2. The Supreme Court in T.N. GodavarmanThirumulpad v. Union of India (2022) mandated a uniform 1 km ESZ for all protected 

areas without exception. 

3. ESZs prohibit all forms of human activity. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: a) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques:Examine the role of Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZ) in conserving urban biodiversity. Highlight the challenges in their effective 
implementation.(150 Words) 
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Page :10:GS :I,II&III :Social Issues,Governance& Environment 

The intersection of climate change and India's labor market has birthed a silent, systemic crisis. While global discourse on 

climate change often focuses on carbon footprints and policy targets, the lived reality for India’s massive informal workforce—

comprising nearly 82% of the total labor force—is one of survival over sustainability. As temperatures soar, the informal sector, 

which lacks occupational safety nets, is becoming the most vulnerable demographic, turning the "heatwave crisis" into a "climate 

justice" challenge. 

Analysis of the Crisis 

1. The "Heat-Poverty" Trap 

For the informal workforce (construction, sanitation, 

farm labor), economic survival supersedes climatic 

warnings. The analysis reveals a stark reality: these 

workers often normalize symptoms of heat stress 

(headaches, dizziness, fatigue) as part of the job. 

This "normalization of suffering" is a significant 

hurdle in public health intervention, as workers 

perceive the environment as an immutable fact of 

life rather than a health hazard. 

2. Health and Productivity Impacts 

 The Biological Limit: Scientific consensus, 

backed by institutions like the Sri 

Ramachandra Institute, indicates that the 

human body struggles to adapt to 

temperatures consistently above 37°C, 

especially in high-humidity conditions. 

 Economic Cost: Increased heat stress leads 

to cognitive impairment, dehydration, and 

increased heatstroke incidence. This directly 

lowers labor productivity, effectively 

trapping workers in a cycle of reduced 

physical capacity, lower wages, and 

increased medical expenditure. 

 Rising Trends: The sharp rise in reported 

heatstroke cases (from 833 in 2023 to 5,154 
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in 2025) suggests either a worsening climate scenario or, potentially, better reporting. Regardless, the public health 

burden is escalating. 

3. The Policy-Reality Gap 

While the Andhra Pradesh State Disaster Management Authority (APSDMA) implements heatwave action plans, the "last-mile 

connectivity" of these initiatives is largely missing: 

 Institutional Failure: Many workers remain unaware of official weather alerts. 

 Economic Insecurity: Even when aware, workers like those mentioned in the report cannot afford to lose a day’s wage, 

highlighting the failure of current social security nets to provide "climate leave" or income support during extreme 

weather. 

 Urban Heat Islands: Rapid, unplanned urbanization, characterized by concrete-heavy construction and minimal green 

cover, exacerbates the heat intensity in cities like Amaravati and Visakhapatnam, creating localized furnace-like 

conditions. 

Key Concerns for UPSC Aspirants 

 The Gendered Impact: Women in the informal sector, such as the farm laborers described, face a double burden—

strenuous labor in extreme heat alongside household responsibilities, with even fewer resources for self-care or medical 

treatment. 

 MGNREGA Shortcomings: The analysis highlights that delays in MGNREGA payments are often more concerning to 

workers than the heat itself. This points to a need for administrative efficiency in direct benefit transfers (DBT) to prevent 

workers from pushing their bodies beyond limits due to financial desperation. 

 Adaptation vs. Mitigation: While global climate talks focus on mitigation (reducing carbon emissions), this report 

emphasizes the urgent need for Climate Adaptation—specifically, occupational safety standards for outdoor workers. 

Way Forward: Policy Recommendations 

1. Occupational Safety Standards: Governments must mandate "heat-safe" protocols for private and public construction 

sites, including compulsory rest hours, water availability, and shade, with strict enforcement. 

2. Climate-Resilient Urban Planning: Integrating "cool roofs," increasing urban green cover, and promoting permeable 

pavements to combat the Urban Heat Island effect. 

3. Social Security for Climate Risks: Expanding the scope of MGNREGA to include "climate hazard pay" or paid climate-

leave, ensuring that workers are not penalized financially for staying indoors during extreme heatwaves. 

4. Last-Mile Awareness: Using grassroots organizations, local television, and community leaders to disseminate heatwave 

warnings in accessible, vernacular, and non-technical formats. 
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5. Strengthening Public Health Infrastructure: Mobile clinics and rapid response teams need to be deployed near 

construction and labor hubs during peak summer months. 

Conclusion 

The plight of the informal workforce in India is a microcosm of the global climate inequality crisis. As India moves toward rapid 

urbanization, the goal cannot be growth at any cost. Climate action must be inclusive; it must protect those whose sweat builds 

the nation. Protecting the informal sector from the vagaries of climate change is not merely a moral imperative—it is a 

prerequisite for sustained economic development and social stability in a warming world. 

 

 

 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to the term “Urban Heat Island (UHI) effect”, consider the following statements: 

1. It refers to higher temperatures in urban areas compared to surrounding rural areas. 

2. It is primarily caused by increased vegetation cover in cities. 

3. Use of concrete and asphalt contributes to this phenomenon. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 1 only 

Ans: a) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: “Climate change is no longer only an environmental issue but a labour market crisis in India.”Discuss.(250 Words) 
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GS PaperII:International Relations 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question:“India’s foreign policy is increasingly witnessing a 

shift from strategic autonomy to ideological alignment.”Critically examine.(250 Words) 
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Context :The recent discourse on the emergence of a "global right-wing ideological axis" highlights a significant 

shift in contemporary geopolitics. This analysis examines the arguments regarding the convergence of right-wing 

nationalist parties worldwide and the resultant implications for India’s foreign policy, as discussed in recent 

commentary. 

1. The Emergence of an "Ideological Axis" 

The commentary posits that the post-2008 global financial crisis and subsequent socio-economic instabilities have 

fostered a "tsunami" of populist-autocratic leaders globally. This group is characterized by: 

 Networking: The establishment of transnational platforms (e.g., International Democracy Union, 

Conservative Political Action Conference) that facilitate the sharing of political strategies, ideological framing, 

and electoral tactics.  

 Rejection of Liberal Norms: A shared critique of the existing liberal world order, often framed as a quest for 

"cultural purity" or sovereignty, and a pushback against institutions that emphasize progressive or globalist 

agendas.  

 Diaspora Weaponization: The strategic mobilization of diaspora communities to support political agendas 

in both their host nations and their home countries. 

2. India’s Shifting Foreign Policy Paradigm 

Traditionally, India’s foreign policy—rooted in Nehruvian principles of non-alignment, strategic autonomy, and non-

interference—focused on state-to-state diplomacy. The critique argues that current policy, particularly under the BJP, 

reflects a departure toward "ideological internationalism":  

 Ideological Alignment: The state is increasingly viewed as aligning with specific political parties or leaders 

abroad (e.g., interactions with the Conservative Party in the UK, the Republican Party in the US, or the Likud 

party in Israel) rather than maintaining the traditional, neutral stance of the Indian state. 

 Role of Affiliates: The usage of organizational outposts (like the HSS or Overseas Friends of BJP) to influence 

foreign political discourse and target dissenters is cited as a significant shift in the operational methodology 

of Indian diplomacy. 

3. Critical Implications and Costs for India 

The analysis highlights several potential risks to India's national interests: 

 Diplomatic Reprisals: The risk of becoming entangled in the domestic politics of other nations can lead to 

diplomatic friction, including the expulsion of intelligence officials and strained bilateral ties. 

 Diaspora Vulnerability: The alignment of diaspora groups with specific right-wing parties can alienate other 

political segments, potentially making the Indian diaspora a target for hate speech, racist attacks, or visa-

related restrictions. 

 Strategic Missteps: The critique suggests that unconditional support for specific global leaders (e.g., in West 

Asia) may limit India's room for maneuver and contradict its historical stances, such as support for a two-state 

solution, thereby weakening its moral leadership of the Global South. 
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 Crony Capitalism and Transparency: Concerns are raised that personalized diplomacy may prioritize the 

interests of specific business conglomerates over broader national interests, compromising the transparency 

expected of the state. 

4. Balancing Strategy and Ideology 

 Strategic Autonomy vs. Ideological Alignment: The central tension is whether India is moving away from 

"Strategic Autonomy" (the ability to make decisions based on national interest without being beholden to 

any bloc) toward "Multi-alignment" (a pragmatic, transaction-based approach). 

 Soft Power and the Diaspora: The Indian diaspora is historically considered a major "soft power" asset. If 

their political activism becomes partisan, does it enhance or diminish India's soft power? This is a critical area 

for debate.  

 Global South Leadership: India's claim to lead the "Global South" requires a delicate balance between 

championing the concerns of developing nations (decolonization, reform of international institutions) and 

managing its complex relations with the "Global North." 

Conclusion 

The debate over India’s global linkages serves as a reminder that foreign policy is not static. While governments 

naturally seek partnerships with leaders who share similar ideological leanings to advance national interests, the 

challenge lies in ensuring this does not come at the expense of India’s long-term diplomatic credibility, national 

security, or the safety of its citizens abroad. Effective statecraft requires a synthesis—pursuing national interest 

through pragmatic cooperation while maintaining the principled independence that has historically defined India’s 

place on the world stage. 

 

 

 

 


