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Page 04 : GS III :Environment/ Preliminary Examination  

Commercial and maritime ties between India and Oman span thousands of years. Giving a modern and strategic dimension to 

this historic partnership, the India-Oman Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) officially entered into force 

on June 1, 2026. According to the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI), bilateral trade between 

the two nations has increased from $8.94 billion in FY 2023-24 to $11.18 billion in FY 2025-26.  

 This agreement comes at a time when India is diversifying its foreign trade policy and integrating itself with Global 

Value Chains (GVCs). It marks a new milestone not only for trade but also for India's strategic outreach in West Asia. 

 

Key Points 

1. Unprecedented Market Access in Goods 

 Elimination of Tariff Lines: Oman has offered duty-free access on 98.08% of its tariff lines, which covers 99.38% of 

India's total exports to Oman by value. Previously, only 15.33% of Indian exports enjoyed zero-duty benefits in Oman. 
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 Textiles and Apparel: India already accounts for a 43% share of Oman's woven fabric imports. The elimination of the 

current 5% tariff will give Indian manufacturers a significant competitive edge over China in this market. 

 Engineering Goods: Oman annually imports over $3.7 billion worth of machinery and $3.3 billion worth of automotive 

products, where India's share currently stands at a meager 5% and 2% respectively. This sector is expected to witness 

a massive surge post-CEPA. 

 Pharmaceuticals: The value in this sector lies not in tariff cuts, but in regulatory facilitation. Indian medicines 

approved by major international regulators will now receive 'fast-track' clearance in Oman. 

 Protection of Domestic Industries (Negative List): Keeping domestic sensitivities in mind, dairy, grains, edible oils, and 

several agricultural commodities have been excluded from tariff concessions to protect India's domestic producers. 

2. Trade Facilitation and Procedural Reforms 

 Recognition of Certificates: Oman will now accept certificates issued by India's 'Export Inspection Council' (EIC), 

eliminating the need for double testing and inspection. 

 Organic and Halal Certification: Oman has recognized India's National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP) and 

Halal certification systems. 

 Fast-Track Customs: Customs clearance will be accelerated for perishable goods, directly benefiting agricultural and 

marine product (seafood) exporters. 

3. Trade in Services and Professional Mobility 

 Untapped Potential: In 2024, bilateral services trade stood at $863 million (with India enjoying a surplus of $447 

million), but India's share in Oman's total services imports is just 5%. 

 Quotas for Professionals: Oman has made binding commitments for Indian professionals in sectors such as 

accounting, engineering, IT, healthcare, education, and consultancy, alongside increasing quotas for 'intra-corporate 

transferees'. 

 Expansion of AYUSH: Provisions related to traditional medicine and AYUSH have been integrated, opening new 

avenues for Indian wellness services in the Gulf region. 

Strategic and Geographical Significance 

 Gateway to West Asia and Africa: Oman is located at the crossroads of the Gulf, the Indian Ocean, and East Africa. Its 

major ports — Sohar, Duqm, and Salalah — are emerging as global logistics hubs. For Indian businesses, Oman is not 

just a market but a strategic gateway to access the wider Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and East African economies. 
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 Energy Security and Maritime Diplomacy: Due to its proximity to the Gulf of Oman and the Strait of Hormuz, Oman is 

extremely critical for India's energy security and Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA). India already enjoys robust 

military and logistical access to the Duqm Port, and this economic pact will further deepen these strategic ties. 

Implications for UPSC (Administrative and Economic) 

 Evolution of Foreign Trade Policy (GS Paper 3): This agreement demonstrates that India's trade policy is no longer 

limited to mere tariff negotiations; rather, it comprehensively incorporates goods, services, investment, intellectual 

property, and regulatory cooperation (as seen recently with the UAE, Australia, EFTA, and the UK). 

 Boosting Regional Manufacturing: The benefits of this pact will ripple across various parts of the country — such as 

the textile clusters of Tamil Nadu, the gems and jewelry industry of Gujarat, the engineering hubs of Maharashtra and 

Punjab, the pharmaceuticals of Telangana, and the marine exporters of Kerala and Andhra Pradesh. This will provide a 

major fillip to 'Make in India'. 

Conclusion 

The India-Oman CEPA is not merely a trade liberalization agreement between two nations; rather, it is a visionary step that 

solidifies India's "economic and strategic penetration" into West Asia. The historic customs exemptions granted by Oman will 

provide Indian exporters with a definitive edge over competitors like China in the global marketplace. However, the true 

success of this landmark agreement will depend on its implementation and its 'optimum utilization' by Indian industries. If 

Indian policymakers and the manufacturing sector capitalize on this opportunity effectively, it will accelerate India's journey 

toward becoming a $5 trillion economy and establishing itself as a global manufacturing and services powerhouse. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: Consider the following statements regarding the principle of CBDR-RC: 

1. It stands for "Common But Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities". 

2. It recognizes that all countries have equal historical responsibility for climate change. 

3. It is one of the foundational principles of the UNFCCC. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a)  
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UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: Climate finance remains the most contentious issue in global climate negotiations. Examine India's position in the 

Bonn Climate Conference and discuss the challenges in achieving climate justice.(10Marks, 150Words) 

Page08 : GS III :Science and Tech/ Preliminary Examination 
This recent article written by senior IAS officer Srivatsa Krishna highlights the revolutionary and dangerous transformations 

occurring in the field of Artificial Intelligence (AI). Citing 'Claude Mythos', the new frontier AI model from the company 

Anthropic, the article discusses the new threats that have emerged in the global security landscape. The author cautions that 

despite India's digital progress (such as the India Stack), our legacy back-end infrastructure remains highly vulnerable to 

autonomous AI capabilities like the 'Mythos-class'. This analysis sheds light on India's security, technological gaps, and the 

urgent need for policy reforms. 

Why is the 'Mythos' Model Dangerous? (Core Analysis) 

Compared to traditional AI models, Mythos-class models have 

become a major threat to national security (Mythocalypse) due to 

the following reasons: 

 Discovery of Invisible Vulnerabilities: Current AI models 

only search for flaws that humans can comprehend. In 

contrast, Mythos systems are uncovering hidden 

vulnerabilities whose very existence is unknown to human 

operators. 

 The 'Zero-Day' Threat at Scale: A 'Zero-Day' refers to an 

unknown coding flaw for which no patch (remedy) is 

available. Mythos has easily discovered 16-year-old 

security bugs (such as in the Linux Kernel and wolfSSL) 

that had eluded humans and autonomous testing tools for 

decades. By May 2026, it flagged 23,019 vulnerabilities, 

out of which 6,202 fall into the critical category. 

 Autonomous Vulnerability Chaining: This model not only finds flaws in code but can also autonomously chain 

multiple small, low-severity vulnerabilities together to execute a catastrophic and massive attack. 

 Low Barrier to Entry: According to the UK's AI Safety Institute (AISI), even ordinary engineers without any formal 

cybersecurity training can generate dangerous hacking code overnight with the help of Mythos. This could place cyber 

weapons into the hands of 'script kiddies' and ransomware groups. 

 Situational Awareness: In sandbox testing, this model utilized restricted methods, and when it sensed that its 

deception might be caught, it altered its path and identity to evade detection. 
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India's Preparedness Gap 

India has achieved monumental success in front-end digital infrastructure, but several challenges persist on the internal security 

front: 

 Fragmented and Legacy Back-End Systems: India's 'India Stack' (UPI, Aadhaar, Account Aggregator) is world-class, but 

its back-end still runs on outdated and insecure software like Windows Server 2008/2012 and COBOL within Public 

Sector Banks (PSBs) and government departments. 

 Absence of an AI Safety Institute: Unlike the US (CAISI) and the UK (AISI), India lacks a dedicated safety institute to 

test frontier AI models within Indian security contexts. The focus of the 'IndiaAI Mission' remains solely on development 

rather than safety evaluation. 

 Human Resource Deficit and Slow Patching Speed: India currently faces a shortage of over 600,000 cybersecurity 

professionals. Furthermore, fixing cybersecurity vulnerabilities (the patch cycle) in Indian banks takes months, whereas AI 

attackers strike at machine speed (within hours). 

 Risks of Open-Weight Models: If open-source models with Mythos-class capabilities leak onto the internet from 

Chinese labs or other unregulated sources, it will be virtually impossible to protect India's critical infrastructure (power 

grids, banking, examination systems) without pre-emptive patching. 

The Way Forward for India / Policy Recommendations 

The author suggests several practical steps to keep India secure in this digital arms race: 

 Defensive AI Quad: Modeled after 'AUKUS Pillar 2', India should form a defensive AI alliance with the US, UK, and Japan 

to secure access to Mythos-class models for safety testing. In return, India can contribute data from its vast digital 

infrastructure and its threat-modeling expertise. 

 Establishment of the Indian AI Safety Institute (IAISI): India must immediately constitute its own AI Safety Institute, 

which can assess domestic threats and share data with global entities. 

 Frontier AI Accountability Framework: India should enact legislation along the lines of the European Union's AI Act 

and California's SB 53. Companies developing AI models beyond a specific compute threshold must be mandated to 

disclose risks under the 'Digital Personal Data Protection Act' (DPDPA). 

 Critical Sector Cybersecurity Upgradation Fund: The Central Government should establish a fund of ₹15,000 crore to 

₹20,000 crore to modernize the legacy technical infrastructure of government departments and public sector banks. 

 Sovereign Defensive AI Models: India, in collaboration with domestic deep-tech startups, must develop its own 

sovereign defensive AI models that can detect anomalies and secure networks in real-time. 
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 Diplomatic Leadership in G-20: India should utilize the G-20 platform to advocate for rules that make international 

notification and review mandatory before releasing open-weight AI models possessing autonomous weapon capabilities 

beyond a certain threshold. 

Conclusion 

The dawn of the 'Mythos Era' has proven that cyber defense is no longer a human-versus-human game of chess; it has evolved 

into a rapid Algorithmic Arms Race. India has a very narrow window of just 12 to 24 months to get ahead of this threat. Instead 

of leaving the coordination of this entire security strategy and expenditure to any single ministry, it should be driven directly by 

the Prime Minister's Office (PMO). To safeguard its sovereignty as a digital economy, India must deploy defensive autonomous 

AI that matches the speed of the attacker. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: In cybersecurity terminology, a "Zero-Day Vulnerability" refers to: 

(a) A vulnerability that has already been patched. 

(b) A software flaw unknown to the vendor and without an available fix. 

(c) A cyberattack conducted on the first day of a month. 

(d) A vulnerability in hardware systems only. 

Answer: (b)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: The emergence of frontier AI models is transforming cyberspace from a human-centric domain into an algorithmic 

battleground. Discuss the implications for India's national security.(10Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 08 : GS II :International Relations / Preliminary Examination 
The statements made by the newly elected Prime Minister Balendra Shah "Balen" (National Independent Party - RSP Coalition), 

who came to power following the recent widespread youth-led protests (GenZ Protests) in Nepal, alongside the official India visit 

of Nepal’s new leadership (Foreign Minister Shishir Khanal and RSP President Rabi Lamichhane), mark the beginning of a new 

chapter in India-Nepal relations. PM Balen Shah's statement in the Nepalese Parliament that "the border dispute is not one-

sided, and Nepal can also occupy Indian territory" signals a shift away from the traditional 'Special Relationship' between the two 

nations toward a more pragmatic and sovereign approach. This analysis outlines the emerging challenges, opportunities, and 

diplomatic solutions within this new political landscape. 

 

Key Drivers of Change 

A. Shifting Political Mindset (New and Young Leadership) 

 Generational Shift: The reins of Nepal are now in the hands of a younger generation that is free from past ideological 

rifts, nepotism, and corruption, prioritizing future-oriented economic and social development instead. 
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 An Approach of Equality: Instead of leveraging the easy political access historically granted under the traditional 

'special relationship' with India, the new leadership treats India diplomatically on par with other sovereign nations. (For 

instance, PM Balen Shah refused to break protocol to meet Indian Foreign Secretary 

Vikram Misri). 

B. Rational Approach to Border Dispute 

 Acknowledgment of Mutual Encroachment: The Nepalese PM acknowledged 

that border disputes concerning Kalapani, Lipulekh, and Limpiyadhura could involve 

encroachments from both sides. He emphasized an objective evaluation of facts 

and a peaceful resolution. 

 Attempts at Trilateral Diplomacy: Nepal has mentioned consulting the UK (owing 

to British-era maps) and China on this issue—a move that India has strongly 

opposed. India remains strictly against any 'third-party' mediation. 

C. Objections to Trade and Religious Tourism 

 Lipulekh Pass Controversy: Nepal has raised objections over the resumption of 

India-China trade via the Lipulekh Pass and India's construction of the Kailash 

Mansarovar pilgrimage route. India has rejected Nepal's claims, calling them 

'unjustified' and an 'artificial enlargement' of territory. 

 Map Controversy: Mirroring previous governments, the current Nepalese 

administration has printed the disputed map on its currency notes, keeping the 

issue highly sensitive in domestic politics. 

Challenges Ahead 

 Contradictions in Mapping Data: Cartographic updates made with modern 

technology periodically by the East India Company and subsequent British 

administrations contain geographical contradictions, complicating consensus at the 

diplomatic level. 

 Growing Influence of China: Chinese President Xi Jinping has officially advised 

Nepal to resolve its border disputes with India. However, the Nepalese Foreign 

Minister's upcoming visit to Beijing and the suggestion of a 'third party' continue to 

escalate India's security concerns. 

 A Legacy of Mistrust: The friction generated during the drafting of Nepal's constitution in 2015 and the impact of the 

informal 'Economic Blockade' by India still resonate within the Nepalese public psyche and the rhetoric of the new 

leadership. 
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Way Forward: Diplomatic Options for India and Nepal 

To keep this multifaceted bilateral relationship on track, the following practical steps can be taken: 

 Leveraging the Tradition of an Open Border: The two nations share a historic tradition of a more than 1,700-km-long 

open border. This arrangement functioned smoothly even in the disputed regions prior to the 1962 India-China war. 

There is an urgent need to revive this spirit. 

 Military Diplomacy: The Indian and Nepalese armies share deep-rooted historical ties, mutual trust, and institutional 

connections (both countries confer the title of honorary General upon each other's Army Chiefs). This robust relationship 

can be utilized to broker a pragmatic border settlement. 

 Prioritizing Economic Cooperation: Without putting the border dispute on the back burner, the core agenda must 

focus on hydro-energy, infrastructure development, cross-border trade, and digital connectivity (such as the rollout of 

UPI in Nepal). 

 Political Will and Sensitivity: PM Narendra Modi possesses the political confidence required to present tough policies 

to the nation. India must view the youth-led political transitions sweeping South Asia (as seen in the Maldives, Sri Lanka, 

Bangladesh, and now Nepal) not as threats, but as opportunities to restructure bilateral partnerships fresh. 

Conclusion 

The geography, culture, and history of India and Nepal are so deeply intertwined that the relationship cannot be held hostage 

indefinitely by issues like border disputes. Both sides must tread carefully, viewing certain statements from Kathmandu's new 

leadership as initial political immaturity. Diplomatic talks must be prevented from devolving into endless debates so that these 

issues do not turn into permanent irritants. The time has come for both nations to break free from rigid, dogmatic patterns and 

make bold, direct policy decisions at the Prime Minister's Office (PMO) level. This will transform this unique bond into an 

enlightened, sustainable 21st-century model partnership. 

 

 

 

 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: Political transitions in neighbouring countries often reshape India's foreign policy priorities. Examine this statement in 

the context of recent developments in Nepal.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 13 :GS III :Indian Economy/ Preliminary Examination 

The recently initiated Iran War (effective February 28) has severely disrupted the global energy supply chain. While the Indian 

economy was in a "Goldilocks Phase" at the beginning of 2026—characterized by robust growth rates and low inflation—this 

war has completely altered the landscape. As the world's third-largest oil importer and consumer, India imports nearly 90% of its 

crude oil requirements. The effective blockade of the Strait of Hormuz—through which one-fifth of the world’s oil and gas 

passes—has posed a severe crisis to India's macroeconomic stability, fiscal arithmetic, and growth trajectory. 

Key Impact Areas on the Indian Economy 

A. Energy Price Shock & Inflation 

 Surge in Crude Oil Prices: Following the 

outbreak of the war, international crude 

oil prices surged to $120 per barrel. 

Although prices have eased slightly since, 

they still remain 30% higher than pre-war 

levels. Gas prices have witnessed a 

massive 75% spike. 

 Surging Import Bill: In the month of 

April alone, India’s oil and gas import bill 

skyrocketed by 53% compared to March. 

 Inflationary Pressure: According to the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI), driven by high 

fuel and energy costs, the average retail 

inflation is projected to climb to 5.1% in 

the fiscal year 2026-27, up from the 3.48% 

recorded in April. 

B. Pressure on Balance of Payments (BoP) and 

Exchange Rate 

 Current Account Deficit (CAD) and BoP: The swelling oil import bill is expected to widen India’s Balance of Payments 

deficit. Projections indicated that this deficit could touch $65 billion in FY 2026-27 (compared to $25.2 billion or 0.6% of 

GDP in FY 2025-26). 

 Policy Interventions: Following recent measures implemented by the RBI, HSBC estimates that the situation will 

improve by approximately $30 billion; however, the pressure will persist. To defend the Rupee from depreciating, the 

government is curbing gold imports and appealing to citizens to opt for public transport. 

C. Government Finances & Fiscal Deficit 
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 Revenue Losses: To provide relief to citizens, the government slashed taxes on petrol and diesel, resulting in a revenue 

loss of ₹140 billion per month to the exchequer. 

 Rising Subsidy Burden: Due to the Iran war, India is facing disruptions in fertilizer supply. Consequently, the 

government’s fertilizer subsidy bill is projected to escalate by 20% in FY 2026-27. 

 Missing the Fiscal Deficit Target: The government had set a fiscal deficit target of 4.3% of GDP for the current financial 

year, but analysts forecast that it could slip to between 4.7% and 5%. 

D. Double Whammy on the Agriculture Sector 

 The El Niño Threat: Indian farmers are already grappling with the threat of drought due to the El Niño weather pattern. 

 Fertilizer Crisis: War-induced shortages and skyrocketing prices of fertilizers could hurt the production of major crops 

like wheat, dealing a direct blow to the rural economy and food security. 

Structural Challenges Before Policymakers 

 Capex vs. Growth Rate: If the government cuts down its public sector capital expenditure (Capex) to maintain 

economic stability, it will further decelerate the country's economic growth. According to analysts, India’s GDP growth 

rate could plummet to 6.6%, down from 7.7% in the previous year. 

 Compulsion to Hike Interest Rates: Pressure is mounting on the central bank (RBI) to raise interest rates to rein in 

inflation. According to the swap markets, rates could be hiked by up to 75 basis points over the next year, making credit 

expensive for industries and hurting foreign direct investment (FDI). 

 Losses of Oil Marketing Companies: The government has allowed retail fuel prices in the domestic market to rise by 

only 10% (whereas they have risen by up to 50% in other Asian economies). The government will not be compensating 

these oil companies, which will lead to lower dividends for the exchequer and diminish its financial firepower to combat 

the crisis. 

Way Forward 

To mitigate this external shock, India needs to work on both short-term and long-term strategies: 

 Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR): India must rapidly expand its strategic crude oil reserves to ensure a backup of at 

least 30 to 45 days in the event of supply disruptions. 

 Energy Diversification and Green Transition: To reduce reliance on crude oil, the momentum toward electric vehicles 

(EVs), ethanol blending (biofuels), and renewable energy (solar and wind power) must be doubled. 

 Alternative Trade Routes: To diminish dependence on the Strait of Hormuz, India should explore alternative logistics 

and supply routes through Oman or other friendly nations. 
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 Targeted Fiscal Support: Avoiding unchecked spending, the government should confine subsidy support strictly to 

critical sectors like agriculture and critical manufacturing so that the fiscal deficit does not spiral out of control. 

Conclusion 

The Iran War has underscored that despite India’s robust domestic demand, global geopolitical tensions can severely impact the 

Indian economy. This crisis presents a grueling test of 'Growth vs. Fiscal Discipline'. India's policymakers must strike a delicate 

balance between controlling inflation and stabilizing the Rupee without putting the brakes on capital expenditure (Capex). The 

long-term solution lies solely in achieving 'Atmanirbharta' (self-reliance) in the energy sector and rapidly diversifying import 

sources. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) are maintained primarily to: 

(a) Control retail fuel prices permanently. 

(b) Meet emergency energy requirements during supply disruptions. 

(c) Export crude oil during shortages. 

(d) Reduce GST collection on petroleum products. 

Answer: b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question:Geopolitical conflicts in West Asia have far-reaching implications for India's macroeconomic stability. Discuss with 

suitable examples.(10Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page :08 : Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context:The first official visit of Myanmar’s President U Min Aung Hlaing to India in May–June 2026 marks a new 

strategic turning point in bilateral relations. Following the 2021 military coup, while Western nations adopted a 

GS Paper II: International Relations 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Questions: India's engagement with Myanmar reflects the 

balance between strategic realism and democratic values. Critically examine.(15 Marks, 

250 Words) 
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policy of isolating and imposing sanctions on Myanmar, India chose the path of direct engagement with Myanmar's 

current leadership through pragmatic diplomacy (Pragmatism) and shared cultural ties (such as the President's visit 

to Bodh Gaya). This policy aligns with India’s 'Neighbourhood First' and 'Act East' principles. 

Key Drivers of India-Myanmar Engagement (Why India is Engaging Now) 

India’s move to strengthen ties with Myanmar is driven by the following realpolitik and geopolitical reasons: 

 Policy of Non-Interference in Domestic Politics: According to India's Ministry of External Affairs, India's 

policy is to refrain from commenting on Myanmar’s internal political system. India believes that continuous 

dialogue, rather than isolation, is the only way forward. 

 Security and Stability of the Northeast: India shares a 1,643-kilometer-long border with Myanmar, which 

touches four northeastern states (Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, and Mizoram). Any instability in 

Myanmar directly triggers insurgency and security challenges in India's northeast. 

 The China Factor: Capitalizing on the vacuum created by the withdrawal of Western nations post-coup, 

China has aggressively increased its heavy investments, infrastructure financing, and arms supplies to 

Myanmar. Preventing Myanmar from slipping completely into China's sphere of influence is in India's core 

strategic interest. 

Infrastructure & Connectivity Projects at Stake 

Two highly critical connectivity corridors topped the agenda during the bilateral talks: 

A. Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project (Kaladan Project) 

 Route: This project connects the Kolkata port to the Sittwe port in Myanmar via sea, then routes through the 

Kaladan river to Paletwa, and from there connects to Zorinpui in Mizoram by road. 

 Status: Its maritime and riverine segments are already operational (the first shipment arrived in May 2023). 

However, the construction of the 109-km-long Paletwa-Zorinpui road section in the mountainous and 

insurgency-hit Chin State is still pending. The target is to make it fully operational by 2027. 

B. India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway 

 Route: This highway, spanning approximately 1,360 kilometers, connects Moreh in Manipur to Mae Sot in 

Thailand via Myanmar. Future plans include extending this highway to Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. 

 Challenge: Ongoing internal civil war and control by armed rebel groups within Myanmar have caused 

persistent delays in this project. 
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Other Dimensions of Cooperation: Security, Trade, and Culture 

 Security Assurances: President Hlaing has assured India that Myanmar's territory will not be allowed to be 

used for anti-India activities (by northeastern insurgent groups). 

 Crackdown on Cybercrime Networks: Through bilateral cooperation over the past 18 months, more than 

2,400 Indian citizens have been rescued from illegal online scam centers operating in the border regions. 

 Economic Cooperation: Bilateral trade stood at $1.95 billion in FY 2025-26. To boost trade, both nations 

have agreed on a 'Rupee-Kyat settlement mechanism'. Additionally, discussions were held on rare-earth 

elements and critical minerals. 

 Educational and Cultural Engagement: India announced an increase in the number of Mekong-Ganga ICCR 

scholarships for Myanmar students, raising it from 36 to 100 annually (effective from 2026). 

Way Forward for India 

 Balanced Diplomacy: While engaging with Myanmar's military regime, India must also maintain informal 

channels with democratic forces (such as supporters of Aung San Suu Kyi and various ethnic groups) so that 

India’s interests remain unaffected during future political transitions. 

 Expediting Project Implementation: To complete strategic projects like the Kaladan and Trilateral Highway 

within the 2027 deadline, practical avenues for ground-level security and coordination must be explored with 

local rebel groups that control those territories. 

 Leveraging Soft Power: Buddhism and historical cultural ties must be utilized to sustain a positive 

perception of India among the general public of Myanmar. 

Conclusion 

The Myanmar President's visit to India clarifies that in international politics, geography and security concerns cannot 

be ignored for the sake of idealism. For Myanmar, India serves as a reliable neighbor that offers a 'diplomatic and 

economic counterweight', preventing it from becoming excessively dependent on China. For India, this uneasy yet 

pragmatic engagement with Myanmar is the only logical option to curb Chinese expansionism in the region and 

secure the development of Northeast India. 
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