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Page 01: GS I& III : Geography and Disaster Management / Preliminary 

Examination 

This article presents a practical analysis of India's changing demographic landscape. According to India's latest Sample 

Registration System (SRS) data, the country's Total Fertility Rate (TFR) has declined to 1.9. This is lower than both the global 

average (2.2) and the replacement level required for population stabilization (2.1). For India, which has been grappling with 

the anxiety of a population explosion, this is an ideological and historic turning point; however, at the same time, it poses 

serious challenges of 'demographic disparity' and 'old-age management' before the country. 

 

Core News Analysis 

1. Sharp Demographic Divide 

 Urban vs. Rural Difference: While the rural fertility rate in India is still around the replacement level (2.1), the urban 

fertility rate has dropped rapidly to 1.5. 

 Heavy Disparity Among States: The TFR levels vary drastically across different states in India: 

o Ultra-low TFR: Delhi (1.2), Kerala (1.3), Tamil Nadu (1.3), and West Bengal (1.3). These levels are even lower 

than developed countries like the US (1.6), Finland (1.4), and Japan (1.3). 

o High TFR: On the other hand, the fertility rate is still quite high in Bihar (2.9), Uttar Pradesh (2.6), Madhya 

Pradesh (2.4), and Rajasthan (2.3). 
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 Dual Economy: This implies that while India has achieved a low fertility rate at the national level, it has not done so as 

a uniform 'demographic economy'. Some states are rapidly moving towards ageing, while other states will have a 

massive army of young population entering the workforce for the next two decades. 

2. India's Weak Position Compared to Developed Countries 

 "Getting Old Before Getting Rich": Countries like Western Europe and Japan faced demographic shifts (ageing 

population) only after achieving industrialization, expanding formal employment, building a broad tax base, and 

creating robust welfare institutions. 

 India's Weak Infrastructure: India is entering this phase with an extremely weak institutional and financial foundation: 

o India's per-capita income is only around $2,800. 

o India's direct tax base is extremely narrow, where only 6% of the total population consists of net direct 

taxpayers. 

o State governments, which bear the responsibility of the social sector, are already reeling under fiscal stress. 

3. Informalization of the Labour Market and Old-Age Insecurity 

 Informal Sector: Most of the workers in India are engaged in informal or semi-formal jobs, due to which they lack 

formal employment contracts or old-age security. A contribution-based pension system succeeds only where there is a 

regular income, which the majority of India's workforce does not have. 

 Inadequate Social Security Net: Current schemes are unable to address this crisis: 

o Atal Pension Yojana (APY): It requires continuous contributions throughout working life, which is difficult for 

informal workers with fluctuating incomes. 

o National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP): The old-age pension provided under this is a mere ₹200 per 

month for ages 60–79 and ₹500 per month for those above 80 years, which is like a drop in the ocean in 

today's times. 

4. Disintegration of Family Structure and Care Crisis 

 Hidden Welfare State: For generations in India, the responsibility of elderly care relied on joint families, co-residing 

children, and unpaid domestic chores done by women (Unpaid Female Care). 

 Impact of Urbanization and Migration: Due to urbanization, the rise of nuclear families, and the educational and 

career aspirations of women, this traditional system is breaking down. Migration of children brings money to the 

elderly, but it increases their loneliness and health vulnerability. 
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 Warning from Data: Currently, there are about 15 crore (150 million) people above the age of 60 in India, which will 

increase to 34.7 crore (347 million) by 2050 (about 20% of the total population). According to NITI Aayog, 70% of the 

elderly are dependent on others and 78% have no pension cover. For this, India needs an 'inflation-indexed minimum 

pension floor'. 

5. Healthcare Shift 

 Due to the demographic shift, the pressure on healthcare services will now move away from infectious diseases to the 

management of non-communicable diseases (NCDs), such as: 

o Hypertension and Diabetes 

o Dementia (loss of memory) and Disability 

o Palliative Dependence 

 Just as India worked in mission-mode to improve institutional deliveries and child survival, a similarly strong resolve is 

now required to integrate geriatric care (medical care for the elderly) into primary healthcare and district health plans. 

6. Federal Dimension & Migration 

 Mobility of Workers: Rapidly ageing southern and western states will need workers from the younger northern states 

to run their economies. 

 Dual Responsibility: 

o To Youth States: States like Bihar and Uttar Pradesh will have to invest heavily in education, health, and skill 

development so that their workers do not end up being just low-paid informal laborers when they move to 

other states. 

o To Prosperous States: Prosperous and urbanized states must view migrant workers not merely as 'temporary 

labor', but as 'citizens'. 

 Portability of Welfare Benefits: For a national labor market, it is essential that welfare schemes are not bound by 

domicile or state borders. If a worker crosses state lines, their rights to ration, health, and social security should also 

transfer with them. 

Conclusion 

International experiences show that low fertility rates can pave the path to prosperity, but the challenge with India is that it is 

entering the phase of "mass ageing" before completing those institutional and economic changes that make this situation 

manageable. 
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India's low-fertility future can be sustainable and secure only if the country's public systems gradually take over the 

responsibilities that joint families once quietly fulfilled. Only through a robust pension policy, universal geriatric healthcare, 

and inter-state social security portability can India transform this demographic challenge into an opportunity. 

 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: What is the most serious impact of the disruption of communication networks during a disaster? 

(a) Decline in tourism 

(b) Delay in relief and rescue operations 

(c) Increase in agricultural production 

(d) Strengthening of border security 

Ans: (b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: What is a doublet earthquake? How does it differ from a regular earthquake and an aftershock?(10Marks, 

150Words) 
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Page 07 : GS II : Social Justice / Preliminary Examination 
This article analyzes the rapidly growing demand for home healthcare in India and the stark contradictions present within the 
country's existing health insurance framework. Due to improvements in life expectancy and the rising burden of chronic (long-
term) illnesses, millions of Indian families today require expensive medical treatment and care at home after being discharged 
from the hospital. However, India's insurance model is still centered only around 'acute hospitalization'. As a result, families 
are facing a heavy financial, social, and psychological burden.  

 

Core News Analysis 
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1. Home Healthcare Market and Demographic Pressure 

 Rapid Market Expansion: According to the market research firm IMARC Group, the Indian home healthcare market 
was valued at $16.3 billion in 2025 and is projected to reach $74.57 billion by 2034. 

 Demographic Shift: India's senior citizen population is expected to reach 34.7 crore (347 million) by 2050. 
Furthermore, the country bears one of the highest burdens of metabolic diseases and rates of road accidents globally, 
which has driven up the demand for long-term home care. 

2. The Insurance Gap 

 Hospital-Centric Model: Existing health insurance policies cover hospital expenses but exclude the costs of nursing, 
physiotherapy, and medical equipment provided at home post-hospitalization. Families are forced to spend anywhere 
from ₹30,000 to ₹100,000 every month out-of-pocket. 

 Limitations of Domiciliary Hospitalisation: Indian insurance companies offer only a narrow provision for at-home 
treatment, which must be certified by a doctor. However, due to fraudulent claims and difficulties in verification, 
companies have placed strict restrictions on it or discontinued it entirely. 

3. Lack of Training & Regulation 

 Skill Deficit: Most home-nursing agencies operating in the market supply untrained and unqualified staff. They are 
entirely incapable of managing patients suffering from severe mental or neurological conditions such as Alzheimer's or 
Dementia. 

 Dignity of Labour and Low Wages: Due to a lack of 'dignity of labour', low wages, and safety concerns in this sector, 
qualified staff do not retain their positions long-term. 

4. Socio-Economic Impact 

 Loss of Productivity: Due to the absence of professional and affordable care, many working youths (especially women) 
are being forced to leave their jobs to care for their ailing parents, leading to a loss in household productivity. 

 Risk of Readmissions: Driven by financial constraints, families cut back on essential rehabilitation and follow-up 
checkups. This increases the risk of infections or permanent disability in patients, eventually forcing hospital 
readmissions. 

5. Best Practices & Solutions 

 Global Examples: Countries like Japan and Germany have implemented Long-Term Care Insurance Policies that cover 
the home care expenses of the elderly and disabled. 

 The Kerala Model: The Government of Kerala has launched a six-month 'Caregiver Certificate Course' in public and 
private nursing colleges to build a professional and skilled workforce. 

 Civil Society Initiative: The non-governmental organization SEWA, in collaboration with the palliative care 
organization 'Pallium India', has trained women in professional nursing care, a service that is in high demand in the 
market. 
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Way Forward 

 Restructuring Insurance Models: Insurance companies must promote a 'Domiciliary Floater Cover' by integrating 
wellness provisions with traditional health insurance. 

 Standardization and Certification (NABH Accreditation): Home care organizations should be accredited by the 
National Accreditation Board for Hospitals & Healthcare Providers (NABH) to ensure quality and standards. 

 Building a Skilled Cadre: The government should formulate skill development policies, minimum wage guarantees, 
and safety regulations at the national level for migrant and local youth to generate dignified employment in this 
sector. 

Conclusion 

The center of healthcare in India is shifting away from hospitals toward patients' homes, yet our financial and insurance 
frameworks remain bound to outdated systems. It is the need of the hour to recognize 'home-based care' not merely as a 
familial responsibility, but as an indispensable component of a holistic healthcare system. Until the government and regulatory 
bodies expand insurance policies and build a skilled, regulated caregiver cadre, India will continue to lag behind in providing a 
dignified and healthy life to its ageing population. Investing in home care is, in reality, a progressive step toward reducing the 
country's overall healthcare expenditure and strengthening social security. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: 'Domiciliary Hospitalisation' refers to— 

(a) Treatment of patients admitted to a hospital only 

(b) Treatment provided at home based on medical necessity 

(c) Mobile hospital service 

(d) Telemedicine facility only 

Ans: (b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question:Briefly mention the key reasons for the growing need for home healthcare in India.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 08 : GS II & III : IR & Indian Economy / Preliminary Examination 
This article presents an in-depth analysis of the growing strategic and economic cooperation with South Korea to revive India's 

shipbuilding industry. Following the visit of South Korean President Lee Jae-myung to India in April 2026, the diplomatic 

relations between the two countries have taken a new turn. This visit has opened doors for major investments and technical 

cooperation, particularly in the shipbuilding sector. This partnership could prove to be a game-changer toward achieving the 

goals of India's 'Maritime Vision 2030' and 'Amrit Kaal Vision 2047'. 

 

Core News Analysis 

1. South Korea's Investment in India's Shipbuilding Campaign 

 Arrival of Global Giants: The three largest companies in the South Korean shipbuilding industry—Samsung Heavy 

Industries (SHI), HD Korea Shipbuilding & Offshore Engineering, and Hanwha Ocean—have announced investments in 

India. 
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 Green Shipyard in Tamil Nadu: A subsidiary of Hyundai has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 

Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL). Under this, an investment of $4 billion (approximately ₹33,000 crore) will be made to 

construct a state-of-the-art green shipyard in Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu. 

 Strategic Partnership: Samsung Heavy Industries (SHI) has joined hands with 'Swan Defense & Heavy Industries' to 

manufacture ships in India, reflecting India's growing manufacturing capability. 

2. Development of Ancillary Industries and Cluster-Based Model (Shipbuilding Ecosystem) 

 KOMEA's Mumbai Office: The Korea Marine Equipment Association (KOMEA), which comprises 304 companies 

involved in vessel design, shipbuilding, and repair, has opened its office in Mumbai. This will help develop a robust 

'supply chain' and ancillary industries in India. 

 Inspiration from the Ulsan Model: The city of Ulsan in South Korea is the world's largest shipbuilding cluster. India and 

Korea aim to jointly create a similar holistic, cluster-led development model in India through research, workforce 

development, and maritime education. 

3. India's Vision and Government Policies (Policy & Vision) 

 Ambitious Targets: Clear targets have been set in India's policy documents: 

o Maritime Vision 2030: To be included among the world's top 10 shipbuilding countries by the year 2030. 

o Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047: To secure a place among the world's top 5 shipbuilding countries by the 

year 2047. 

 Financial Assistance Mechanisms: To make the sector attractive, the government has taken steps such as the 

Maritime Development Fund, Shipbuilding Development Scheme, and Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Policy. 

 Sagarmala Finance Corporation Limited (SFCL): The country's first Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC) dedicated 

to the maritime sector has been established, which will provide low-cost and long-term capital to this industry. 

4. Existing Challenges and Policy Gaps 

 Lack of Regulatory Continuity: There are still some deficiencies at the level of operational and legal predictability, 

which require administrative reforms to be resolved. 

 Competition from China: China holds a fierce dominance over this sector in the global market. To counter Chinese 

dominance, Indian shipyards will have to heavily improve their competitiveness and technical efficiency. 

 Pace of Domestic Infrastructure: While getting in-principle approval for Tamil Nadu's greenfield project is a good sign, 

timely follow-through and clearing clearance bottlenecks between the Central and State governments remain the 

biggest challenge. 
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5. Lessons from South Korea's History (The Proven Pathway) 

 South Korea's history is testament to what can be achieved with resolute political willpower. From being a small player 

in the 1970s, South Korea became the world's top shipbuilder within just the next 15 years. 

 India can replicate this success by focusing on three priorities: 

o Providing continuous policy and financial support. 

o Building competitive shipbuilding and industrial capacity. 

o Preparing a highly skilled and trained workforce. 

Conclusion 

Although India's shipbuilding ambitions are grand, they are by no means impractical. This strategic partnership with South 

Korea will provide India not only with advanced design and manufacturing technology (Technology Transfer) but will also 

develop human capital within the country. Amidst the rising global dependence on maritime trade and the changing security 

equations of the Indo-Pacific region, India becoming a self-reliant shipbuilder is a strategic imperative. To leverage this historic 

opportunity, the Center and States must work together to clear approval bottlenecks and provide foreign investors with a 

secure and consistent window. If India can implement this partnership correctly, the day is not far when Indian shipyards will 

become the backbone of global maritime trade. 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: What is the primary objective of the cluster-based development model in the context of the shipbuilding 

industry? 

(a) To increase only the export of ships 

(b) To attract only foreign investment 

(c) Integrated development of shipbuilding, design, ancillary industries, research, and skill development 

(d) To expand only ports 

Ans: c) 

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: Briefly explain the importance of the shipbuilding industry to India's economic development and strategic security.(10 

Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 08 :GS II : Governance  

Recently, the Central Government notified the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Rules, 2026 (FCRA 

Amendment Rules, 2026). This amendment attempts to bring the functioning of Non-Governmental Organizations 

(NGOs) under a more stringent framework than the original Act of 2010. The Indian 

state apparatus has historically been suspicious of the influence of foreign funds on 

Civil Society Organizations (CSOs). However, for organizations filling state gaps in 

sectors such as health, education, disaster relief, and civil liberties, these new rules are 

being considered highly repressive and administratively burdensome.  

Core News Analysis 

1. Major Provisions of the FCRA Amendment Rules, 2026 

 Geographical & Functional Restriction: Under the new rules, all registered 

NGOs must limit their activities strictly to the specific category and the 

states/union territories mentioned in their registration form. 

 Digital and Ideological Disclosure: Organizations must mandatory disclose 

information regarding all their social media handles, websites, and publications 

to the government. 

 Ban on 'Political Content': Under the new rules, these organizations are 

completely prohibited from disseminating or advocating any kind of "political 

content" (Political Content). 

 Multiple Fee Structure: The previous 'single registration fee' system has been 

abolished. Now, NGOs will have to go through separate fees and paperwork 

for each category of work and for every state where they operate. 

 Strict Penalties: Provisions have been made for heavy fines and strict punitive 

action if funds are utilized for purposes other than the approved objectives. 

2. Key Concerns and Criticisms of the New Rules 

 Increase in Compliance Costs: Due to the conditions of multiple fees and 

multi-state registration, small and medium-scale NGOs will face a heavy 

burden of paperwork and administrative expenses, which will distract them from focusing on core welfare 

activities. 
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 Problem of Opacity: The government justifies these measures in the name of 'national security and 

transparency', but its own process has been opaque. For instance, recently in Parliament, questions related to 

the cancellation of registrations of more than 20,000 NGOs over the past decade were dismissed by labeling 

them as 'secret' (Secret). 

 Chilling Effect: Critics believe that the real objective of these stringent rules is to intimidate civil society so 

that they step back from criticizing government policies or raising voices for public rights. 

3. Judicial Stand and Legal Context 

 Noel Harper Case (2022): The Supreme Court upheld the strict FCRA amendments of 2020 as valid on the 

grounds of 'sovereignty and national security'. 

 Significant Judgement of 2020: However, previously, the Supreme Court had struck down rules that 

declared peaceful public protests and rights activism by civil society as "acts of a political nature". The Court 

drew a clear distinction stating that political party politics (Party Politics) and public advocacy for socio-

economic betterment are two different things. But, the new rules of 2026 once again make 'advocacy and 

political content' a ground for disqualification. 

 Attempt to Control Jurisdiction: In March 2026, the Center had also introduced a proposal under which, 

upon cancellation of registration, the assets of NGOs could be seized by a government authority. This had to 

be put on the back burner following heavy opposition from minority institutions and civil society. 

4. Civil Society vs. State Security (UPSC Analytical Perspective) 

 Role of a Complement: In a democratic setup, civil society does not function as an adversary to the state, 

but rather as its complementary body. 

 Need for Regulatory Balance: Although preventing the misuse of foreign funds for illegal money laundering 

and anti-national activities is a legitimate right of the state, excessive regulation severely disrupts the 'Ease of 

Doing Social Work'. 

Conclusion 

The punitive and highly narrow provisions of the FCRA Rules, 2026 (such as the multi-tiered fee structure and the 

vague definition of political content) could shrink the space for an independent civil society in India. In a mature 

democracy, the objectives of transparency and national security can be achieved without strangling the freedom of 

civil society. The government should withdraw punitive provisions like multiple fees and arbitrary suspensions, and 

instead adopt a fair, transparent, and participatory regulatory framework. The vibrancy of a democracy lies in the 
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government and civic organizations viewing each other with a lens of cooperation rather than suspicion, so that the 

benefits of development reach the last mile. 

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: Briefly describe the role of Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) in Indian democracy.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page 10 :GS II : Social Justice 

This article has been jointly written by Dr. Parth Sharma, a community physician from the Department of Preventive Oncology 

at the 'Cachar Cancer Hospital and Research Centre', and Dr. Senthil Kumar A.R., the former Director of Radiology in the 

United Kingdom. It discusses the current relevance of India's Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) 

Act, 1994, and the need for amendments in light of technological advancements. Through the example of a cancer-stricken 

woman (Janaki) from rural Assam, the authors illustrate how excessively stringent regulations prevent the utilization of 

portable ultrasound machines at the community level outside of hospitals, making the timely detection of fatal diseases like 

cancer impossible. 

 

Core News Analysis 

1. Core Provisions and Objectives of the PCPNDT Act, 1994 
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 Historical Background: Since the 1980s, the rising misuse of technologies like ultrasound in India led to a sharp decline 

in the Child Sex Ratio. Due to the societal preference for boys, people began opting for prenatal sex determination, 

which was followed by large-scale female foeticide. 

 Strict Regulation: To curb this malpractice, the PCPNDT Act was enacted in 1994. Under this: 

o Registration of all genetic clinics, laboratories, and ultrasound centers is mandatory. 

o Disclosing or revealing the sex of the foetus is completely prohibited. 

o Purchasing an ultrasound machine is not a standard commercial transaction; it requires prior registration with 

the district administration and strict verification of the buyer's credentials by the manufacturers. 

o Moving the machine out of its registered location is a serious offense, carrying a provision of a non-bailable jail 

term of at least three months. 

2. Unintended Consequences and Limitations of the Act 

 Increase in Mortality Rates Among Female Children: Research indicates that after the ban on sex selection, families 

whose first child was a girl saw an increase in fertility rates driven by the desire for a boy. This resulted in resource 

dilution, leading to a 25% increase in the mortality rate of first-born girls compared to boys, as parents reduced 

investments in the health and education of girls. These effects were more pronounced in poor and rural families. 

 Persistence of Illegal Networks: Despite decades of legal bans, this practice has not been completely eradicated. In 

October 2025, an illegal racket was busted in Karnataka, which was covertly conducting sex determination and 

abortions in rural areas using portable devices. 

 Global Expansion: This issue is not limited to India; cases of preference for sons and sex-selective practices have come 

to light even today among diaspora communities of Indian origin living in countries like the United Kingdom (UK). This 

makes it evident that strict laws alone cannot completely alter deep-rooted social prejudices. 

3. Technological Advancement and the Case for Reform 

 Portable and Handheld Devices: Modern ultrasound equipment is now available as small handheld devices that 

connect to smartphones or tablets. These can easily be transported to the doorsteps of patients in remote rural areas. 

 Probe-Specific Distinction: High-frequency linear probes are utilized to examine cancer tumors or other superficial 

conditions. Technically, it is impossible to determine the sex of a foetus using this specific probe. Despite this, the 

current law does not recognize this distinction, and identical restrictions apply to it. 

 Role of Artificial Intelligence (AI): Recent pilot studies have shown that minimally trained healthcare workers, with the 

help of portable ultrasound and AI, can accurately identify suspicious breast lesions (tumors). The AI system can 
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generate automated reports based solely on pattern recognition without displaying or storing the full image, thereby 

reducing the risk of misuse for sex determination to zero. 

4. Relevance for Rural India 

 Approximately 70% of India's population resides in rural areas, where specialist radiologists and expensive diagnostic 

infrastructures like mammography are unavailable. 

 Unlike Western nations, where cancer is detected through mammographic screening before symptoms manifest, India 

requires resources at the community level for the early referral of patients exhibiting initial symptoms. AI-assisted 

portable ultrasound can significantly reduce the mortality rate caused by breast cancer. 

Conclusion 

The PCPNDT Act has played a historic and essential regulatory role in managing the declining sex ratio in the country, but with 

technological evolution over time, there is a dire need for practical modifications. The law must learn to differentiate based on 

the "use cases" of medical devices. An amendment should be introduced into the Act that legalizes community cancer 

screening through high-frequency linear probes, as it bears no connection to sex selection. Along with this, safeguarded AI 

systems should be integrated within the legal framework. Only by doing so can India provide "healthcare at the doorstep" to 

its rural citizens against life-threatening diseases like cancer, without compromising its resolve to protect its daughters. 

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: "The PCPNDT Act has played a significant role in curbing sex-selective abortion; however, in the current era of 

technological advancement, there is a need to re-evaluate some of its provisions." Critically analyze.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Context :This article is authored by Ashwini Kumar, India’s former Minister of Law and Justice, senior advocate, and 

author. It presents a philosophical and legal analysis of the necessity to preserve human values, ethics, and human 

GS Paper III: Science and Tech 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Questions:  Briefly describe the key social and economic 

applications of Artificial Intelligence (AI).(15 Marks, 250 Words) 
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sovereignty amidst the rapidly accelerating Artificial Intelligence (AI) revolution. According to the author, while on 

one hand AI is bringing unprecedented advancements in medicine (such as cancer screening), education, disaster 

management, and the automation of daily tasks; on the other hand, it is posing serious challenges to the human 

soul, employment stability, and data sovereignty.  

Core News Analysis 

1. The Bright Side of AI & Empowerment Aspect 

 A Tool for Inclusive Growth: The AI revolution marks a transformative moment at the pinnacle of human 

history, deploying the limitless potential of science into human service. 

 Key Applications: 

o Healthcare: Improving healthcare infrastructure through early screening of fatal diseases like cancer, 

prediction of terminal illnesses, and robotic nursing for the sick. 

o Administrative Efficiency: Automation of repetitive and tedious tasks, thereby allowing humans 

more time for creative pursuits and leisure. 

o Social Welfare: Targeting the delivery of financial assistance and education to marginalized 

populations more effectively. 

o Environment and Disaster Management: Contributing to sustainable development through precise 

weather forecasting and disaster management systems. 

2. The Dark Side & Ethical Concerns of Technological Disruption 

 Instability in the Labour Market: AI-driven technological disruptions are creating massive uncertainties in 

jobs globally. Critics warn that this could give rise to a multi-million-strong "Useless Class" in society, falling 

victim to a 'Global Epidemic of Stress'. 

 Cognitive Skills and Emotions: AI is not only performing logical functions but is also becoming capable of 

understanding and mimicking human emotions and intuition. In such a scenario, the question arises: are we 

prepared for a society where material abundance and functional efficiency are placed above human 

sensibilities? 

 Security and Democratic Threats: Without effective global regulation, AI is leading to the following 

catastrophic consequences: 

o Violation of data privacy and widespread surveillance. 
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o Electoral manipulations and the spread of misinformation. 

o AI-enabled phishing campaigns and the risk of super-intelligent weapons going rogue. 

3. Digital Sovereignty and National Security 

 Control over data is directly linked to a nation's national security and strategic autonomy. In this era of AI, 

securing the 'digital sovereignty' of sovereign nations has emerged as a major challenge, making a global 

regulatory regime something that can no longer be deferred. 

4. The Moral Compass and Philosophical Perspectives 

 Pope Leo XIV's Ethical Message: Citing Pope Leo XIV’s recent encyclical letter, 'Protecting Humanity in the 

Age of Artificial Intelligence', the author remarks that technology is not an adversary to humans, but we must 

remain "profoundly human" even in the age of AI. The Pope has called for rejecting the 'idolatry of profit' that 

sacrifices the vulnerable and seeks to reduce the human mystery merely to data and performance. 

 Philosophical Warning: According to Spanish philosopher José Ortega y Gasset, modern man is capable of 

creating, but he does not know what to create. He feels lost amidst his own abundance and is 'wandering' 

without any moral direction. 

5. Human-Centric AI Governance 

 India’s Stance and Regulatory Framework: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi placed special emphasis 

on a 'human-centric' approach during the 'VivaTech 2026' conference in Paris in June 2026, and at the 'India-

AI Impact Summit' in New Delhi in February 2026. 

 Need for Binding Regulation: India firmly believes that voluntary and non-binding commitments are 

insufficient to regulate the use of AI. Instead, there must be a robust, practical, and enforceable regulatory 

framework that democratizes access to Frontier AI and builds a trusted AI ecosystem. 

Conclusion 

The Artificial Intelligence revolution is a unique achievement of human intellect, but leaving it without a 'Kill Switch' 

could prove suicidal for humanity. The future of AI can be secure and beneficial only when human dignity, equality, 

and social justice are kept at the center to guide its development, rather than mere technical efficiency. As the author 

underlines, the manner in which we deal with this epochal challenge will define the quality of future political 

leadership and our commitment to inclusive democracy. AI must not become a substitute for humans but a moral 

tool that enhances human capabilities, ensuring that the 'spiritual and emotional distinctiveness' of humans remains 

intact even in this age of technology. 
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