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Page06: GS III : Science and Technology/ Preliminary Examination 

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has successfully tested three major Crew Module Systems under its ambitious 

Gaganyaan Mission. This test is an extremely important milestone towards ensuring the safety and technical self-reliance of 

India's first manned space mission.  

Key Tests and Their Significance 

The three tests conducted by ISRO were mainly focused on 

astronaut safety, safe re-entry to Earth, and landing phases: 

Crew Module Uprighting System (CMUS) Test: 

 Objective: To keep the Crew Module (the capsule in 

which astronauts reside) upright in the water after 

landing in the sea (Splashdown). 

 Mechanism: A cold-gas-based flotation (floating) 

system has been developed for this purpose. During 

the test, the balloons/floats were successfully inflated 

from a high-pressure gas bottle by operating the 

control valves. 

 Significance: If the module capsizes (turns upside 

down) after falling into the sea, it could endanger the 

lives of the astronauts and disrupt communication. This 

system ensures that the module always remains 

upright and safe. 

Service Module Connect-Disconnect System (CSU) Test: 

 Objective: To check the safe separation of the 

'Umbilical Mechanism' that connects the Crew Module (CM) and the Service Module (SM). (The Service Module 

provides power and propulsion during the mission). 

 Mechanism: This system consists of two parts - CSU-1 (on the Crew Module side) and CSU-2 (on the Service Module 

side). Before re-entering the Earth's atmosphere, these two parts separate in a sequential manner. In this test, the 

clean separation of CSU-2 was successfully demonstrated. 

 Significance: If this part does not separate at the right time, the Crew Module will not be able to enter the Earth's 

atmosphere safely. 

Apex Cover Separation Test: 
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 Objective: To check the structural stability during the separation of the 'Apex Cover' located at the top of the Crew 

Module. 

 Mechanism: The Apex Cover protects the parachutes and other systems present inside the module during the mission. 

It is necessary to remove this cover just before deploying the parachutes to slow down the speed of the module. 

 Significance: This test ensures that there is no structural damage to the module when the cover separates and that 

the parachutes can open without any hindrance. 

Strategic & Scientific Significance 

 Self-reliance in Human Spaceflight: The success of this test brings India closer to joining the league of select nations 

(USA, Russia, and China) that have the capability to independently send humans into space. 

 Crew Safety: In missions like Gaganyaan, there must be zero scope for technical failure. These tests guarantee the 

safety of astronauts during the most risky phases like 'Re-entry' and 'Splashdown'. 

 Foundation for Future Missions: The success of Gaganyaan will lay the technical foundation for the construction of 

India's own 'Bharatiya Antariksha Station' (BAS) and future lunar missions (manned moon landing). 

 Indigenization: The development of these complex systems (such as the cold-gas uprighting system) has been done 

entirely at an indigenous level, which promotes 'Make in India' and self-reliance in the defense/space sector. 

Conclusion 

The recent successful testing of Gaganyaan systems by ISRO demonstrates that India is moving rapidly towards mastering 

complex and risky space technologies. In space missions, it is not only important to go into space, but bringing astronauts 

safely back to Earth is the biggest challenge. These successful tests related to keeping the crew module upright, the breaking 

of the umbilical mechanism, and the removal of the apex cover underline the maturity of India's human space programme and 

its commitment to safety. This success will not only establish India's scientific prowess on the global stage but will also inspire 

the country's younger generation to move forward in the field of science and research. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question:What is the primary objective of the Crew Module Uprighting System (CMUS) used in the Gaganyaan mission? 

(a) To provide thermal protection during re-entry 

(b) To control orientation in space 

(c) To keep the crew module in an upright position after landing in the sea 

(d) To deploy the parachute 

Ans: c) 

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: "In human space missions, bringing astronauts back to Earth safely is just as important as sending them into space." 

Explain this statement in the context of the recent tests of the Gaganyaan mission.(10Marks, 150Words) 
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Page 07:GS II : Social Justice / Preliminary Examination 

Kerala has always prided itself on its high literacy, scientific temper, and environmental consciousness. Being a hub of rich 

biodiversity like the Western Ghats and centuries-old traditional knowledge, Kerala should have led India in biological research 

and the bio-economy. However, currently, due to a shift in policy priorities and the neglect of basic research, the state's leading 

scientific institutions are heading towards decline, which is a major obstacle to its long-term economic and technological 

progress. 

 

Key Points: Major Causes and Effects of Kerala's Research Crisis 

1. Basic vs. Immediate Outcomes 
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 Shift in Policy Priorities: The inclination of the state government and local administration has now shifted towards 

projects that yield immediate and visible outcomes. 

 Neglect of Basic Science: Investment in fundamental fields like taxonomy (classification science), ecology, genetics, and 

plant biology has decreased. 

 Long-Term Loss: Translating basic discoveries into a medicine, climate-resilient crop, or commercial technology takes 

decades, but this very research lays the foundation for future major innovations. 

2. Politicization of Institutions and Erosion of Autonomy 

 Interference in Leadership and Appointments: Previously, these institutions were built by visionary scientists who 

enjoyed administrative autonomy. Now, political considerations have begun to dominate appointments and priorities. 

 Damage to Academic Culture: The erosion of scientific culture and autonomy in institutions is happening because 

bureaucratic or political affiliation is being prioritized over scientific excellence. 

 Disinterest Among Young Talent: Due to this political environment, the country's talented young researchers are not 

attracted to these institutions. 

3. Human Resource Crisis and Lack of Infrastructure 

 Vacant Positions: Over the past few years, many senior and experienced scientists have retired, but new appointments 

have not been made in a timely manner. 

 Declining Number of Researchers: Due to the continuous decrease in the number of research scholars, there is a 

threat of losing the technical expertise accumulated over decades. 

 Rush for New Institutions: Instead of strengthening established centers, the government is focusing more on 

inaugurating new buildings and announcing new institutions, while older institutions struggle with a shortage of budget 

and manpower. 

Case Study: JNTBGRI and 'Jeevani' 

 A Glorious History: Located in Palode, Thiruvananthapuram, the 'Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanic Garden and 

Research Institute' (JNTBGRI) has been one of Asia's finest tropical plant research and conservation centers. 

 A Repository of Biodiversity: It is spread across 300 acres and houses a collection of over 50,000 plants belonging to 

more than 5,000 species. It also received the 'Global Genome Initiative for Gardens Award' in 2024. 

 Successful Social Model (Jeevani): JNTBGRI scientists developed an anti-fatigue herbal drug named 'Jeevani' by 

utilizing the traditional knowledge of the 'Kani Tribe'. This project became an internationally acclaimed model for 'Access 

and Benefit-Sharing' (equitable sharing of benefits). 
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 Current Status: Today, this institution is also passing through a phase of crisis due to a shortage of scientists and policy 

apathy. 

Global Scenario and Bio-economy 

 Growing Global Investment: Countries worldwide are currently investing heavily in biotechnology, natural products, 

synthetic biology, and nutraceuticals. 

 Kerala's Untapped Potential: Kerala possesses the rich biodiversity, trained scientists, and established institutions 

required to be part of this global revolution, but it lacks a clear long-term vision. 

Way Forward 

 Commitment to Basic Science: Moving beyond projects with immediate political benefits, the state must make patient 

and long-term investments in basic scientific research. 

 Restoration of Institutional Autonomy: Scientific leadership and appointments should be completely transparent, 

merit-based, and free from political influence. 

 Revival of Established Centers: Instead of opening new institutions, existing centers like JNTBGRI, Kerala Forest 

Research Institute (KFRI), and Malabar Botanical Garden should be strengthened by providing modern infrastructure and 

funds. 

 Timely Appointments: Quick and transparent recruitment of young scientists should be done to replace retiring 

scientists so that there is no gap in knowledge and expertise. 

 Promoting Partnerships: The tripartite partnership (Triple-Helix Model) among research institutions, universities, and 

responsible industries should be strengthened to take laboratory research to the market. 

Conclusion 

Biodiversity is not just an ecological asset but also the largest economic foundation for the future bio-economy. The current 

crisis at JNTBGRI reflects a shift in Kerala's scientific approach. If Kerala is to lead the global bio-economic revolution, it must 

abandon its obsession with immediate outcomes and re-nourish the roots of its basic research. Countless scientific discoveries 

are still hidden within the forests of the Western Ghats; whether Kerala will reap their benefits or remain a mere spectator 

depends on the decisions of today's policymakers. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: Consider the following statements regarding 'Jeevani': 

1. It is an herbal medicine developed based on traditional tribal knowledge. 

2 It was developed with the collaboration of the Kani tribe, utilizing their traditional knowledge. 

3. It is recognized as a successful international model of 'Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS)'. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans:c)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: Examine the role of biodiversity-based research institutions in the development of the bioeconomy in India.(10 

Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 08 : GS III : Indian Economy / Preliminary Examination 

In recent years, the Government of India has aggressively pushed the Ethanol Blending Programme (EBP) to reduce 
dependence on crude oil imports, cut carbon emissions, and boost the rural economy. Currently, the government aims to 
blend 20% ethanol into petrol (E20 petrol). 

However, this policy has courted controversy as the government continues to 
emphasize the production and blending of expensive ethanol under the guise of 
compensating farmers, even when crude oil prices in the international market have 
fallen below $70 per barrel. This analysis reviews the economic, environmental, and 
agro-scientific aspects of this policy and its economic justification. 

Key Points: Challenges of the Ethanol Blending Policy 

 Unfair Economic Burden on Consumers: When global crude oil prices fall below 
$70 per barrel, the cost of pure petrol is lower than that of ethanol-blended 
petrol (E20). Despite this, administered prices set by the government force 
consumers to pay more at the pump. This is unfair to poor consumers whose 
income brackets are even lower than those of sugarcane farmers. 

 The Problem of Low Mileage: The energy density of ethanol is lower than that 
of pure petrol. Consequently, consumers not only have to pay a higher price for 
the fuel but also experience a reduction in their vehicle's mileage. 

 Over-exploitation of Resources (Water and Fertilizer Crisis): In India, the 
primary feedstock for ethanol is sugarcane. Sugarcane is a crop that requires an 
excessive amount of water and chemical fertilizers. The concern is that its 
production is mainly carried out in water-stressed regions like Maharashtra and 
Karnataka, further deepening the groundwater crisis. 

 Inefficient Value Chain: This process of delivering direct benefits to sugarcane 
farmers is highly complex and inefficient. The money moves from the consumer 
to Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs), then to distilleries, and through sugar mills 
before finally reaching the farmers. Due to this long chain, the actual benefit of 
the policy does not fully reach the farmers. 

 Ignoring the Root Problems: Fixing high input prices (high feedstock prices) 
does not solve the fundamental problems of farmers. The primary reasons for 
low farmer incomes are post-harvest losses and limited market access, which 
this policy fails to address. 

 Food vs Fuel Debate: The government has also permitted ethanol production 
from maize and surplus or damaged rice from the Food Corporation of India 
(FCI). Using maize and coarse grains poses a threat to food security. Although 
millets require less water, their starch yield per hectare is very low. 

Way Forward: Measures to Reform the Policy 
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 Promoting Resource-Efficient Crops: Instead of sugarcane, water-efficient crops like sweet sorghum should be 
promoted, which also have a shorter growth cycle. 

 Focusing on Second-Generation (2G) Ethanol: Priority should be given to technologies that produce ethanol from 
agricultural residues (lignocellulosic biomass) such as rice/wheat straw, maize stalks, and groundnut shells. 

 Solving the Stubble and Environmental Crisis: If 2G ethanol is produced from agricultural residues, it will not only 
reduce land competition for food crops but also solve the severe problem of stubble burning in Northern India. 

 Financial and Infrastructure Support: 2G ethanol technology is expensive and complex. The government should 
provide Viability Gap Funding (VGF), subsidies for crop residue collection infrastructure, and assured offtake 
agreements with distilleries. 

 Integrated Agricultural Policy: Instead of viewing the ethanol policy in isolation, it should be integrated with the 
country's broader agricultural policy. Rather than merely providing subsidies, the state should invest in developing 
irrigation systems, cold chain logistics, and revenue-sharing models between ethanol producers and cooperative 
societies. 

Conclusion 

There are no two opinions that import substitution and forex savings are vital for India, but consumers should not be forced 
into using low-mileage and expensive fuel in its name. The success of the Ethanol Blending Programme will depend on 
whether its economic benefits (savings from reduced crude oil imports) outweigh its environmental damages (over-
exploitation of water) and the financial burden placed on consumers. India needs a rational and balanced policy that strikes 
the right chord between resource efficiency, food security, and energy security. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question:Which of the following are used as feedstock for ethanol production in India? 

1. Sugarcane 

2. Maize 

3. Surplus or damaged rice from FCI 

4. Rice and wheat straw 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question:Briefly describe the key objectives of India's Ethanol Blending Programme (EBP) and the challenges associated with 

it.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 10 : GS II & III : International Relations and Economy 
Recently (on July 10, 2026), China's Ministry of Commerce and the General Administration of Customs imposed an immediate 

and temporary ban on helium exports from the country. Although China is a small producer of helium globally (merely 1.6%), 

amid current global geopolitical tensions, fears of US sanctions, and disruptions in the global supply chain, this move by China 

establishes helium as a strategic resource. This analysis highlights the strategic importance of helium, its applications, and 

global vulnerability. 

 

Key Points: Detailed Analysis 

1. Why did China ban helium exports? 
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 Protection of Domestic Industries: China imports more than 80% of its helium requirements. Given the uncertainty in 

supply, China wants to secure helium for its domestic chip manufacturers (Semiconductor) and medical sector. 

 Tensions and Anticipation of Retaliation: In the year 2024, the US privatized its 'Federal Helium Reserve', reducing the 

capacity to withstand global shocks. Following this, the US Congress launched an investigation into the Chinese 

interests of the Messer Group. This ban by China could be a 'tit-for-tat' strategy in response to this. 

 Control over Transportation: Helium can only be transported in special 'vacuum-jacketed stainless steel containers', 

the world's leading manufacturers of which are located in China. By stopping exports, China is strengthening its 

control over these logistics resources. 

2. Why is helium emerging as a strategic resource? 

 Limited and Non-renewable Source: Helium cannot be made artificially. It is formed by the radioactive decay of 

uranium and thorium in the Earth's crust and accumulates along with natural gas. 

 Geopolitical Concentration: Most of the world's helium supply is concentrated in the hands of only a few countries—

the US (43%), Qatar (33%), Russia, Canada, and Algeria. 

 Strait of Hormuz Crisis: Due to the escalating conflict with Iran, one-third of the world's helium supply (especially 

coming from Qatar) has trapped behind the Strait of Hormuz, making it a resource even more sensitive than oil. 

3. Why is helium essential for future technologies? 

 Ultra-low Boiling Point: The boiling point of helium is –269°C, making it the coldest liquid in the universe. Without it, 

the following technologies cannot function: 

o Semiconductor Industry: For cooling silicon wafers. 

o Medical (MRI Machines): To keep superconducting magnets cool (15% of total demand). 

o Quantum Computing: Quantum processors require extremely low temperatures to remain stable. 

o Space and Defense: Agencies like ISRO, NASA, and SpaceX use helium to pressurize fuel tanks in rockets. 

o Leak Detection: Its atoms are so small that it escapes through even the most microscopic pores compared to 

air or nitrogen, leading scientists to use it for finding leaks. 

4. Why is the storage and transportation of helium so expensive? 

 Requirement of Extremely Low Temperatures: To keep helium in liquid form, a continuous temperature of –269°C 

must be maintained, which requires expensive infrastructure made of corrosion-resistant alloys. 
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 High Cost of Infrastructure: A medium-scale liquefaction plant costs over $100 million. Developing underground salt 

caverns to prevent leakage costs upwards of $200 million. 

 Boil-off Risk: During transportation, if containers do not arrive on time, the helium boils off and escapes into the 

atmosphere, destroying the entire stock. 

5. Why is it difficult to find an alternative to helium? 

 Chemically Inert: It does not react with any other element, making it completely safe for processes where there is a 

risk of fire or explosion (such as rocket or wafer manufacturing). 

 No Alternative to Physical Properties: Hydrogen is lighter than helium, but it is highly flammable. Nitrogen or other 

gases cannot provide temperatures as low as helium (–269°C). Therefore, no exact alternative is available in cutting-

edge science. 

Conclusion 

China's helium export ban is not merely a commercial decision, but is part of the emerging 'resource nationalism' and tech-

war. As the world moves towards semiconductors, quantum computing, and space exploration, the dependence on helium is 

increasing. Given this extreme vulnerability of the global supply chain, it is essential for countries like India to prioritize helium 

recycling, its extraction from domestic natural gas fields, and strategic storage in their national strategies, so that domestic 

technological development can be protected from any future 'helium supply shock'. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Ques:Consider the following statements regarding helium: 

1. It is a chemically inert gas. 

2. It has the lowest boiling point of all elements. 

3. It can be produced artificially on a large scale through industrial production. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: (a) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Ques:Why is helium being considered a strategic resource? Explain its scientific and economic significance.(10 Marks, 150 

Words) 
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Page 10 : GS II : Indian Polity 
The formation of District Development Councils (DDCs) has been a major shift in the political and administrative structure of 

Jammu and Kashmir. Formed in the year 2021, the 5-year tenure of these councils ended on February 24, 2026. Since new 

elections have not been held yet and the local bodies are largely dysfunctional, the debate over the relevance of the DDC 

model has intensified again. 

 

Key Analysis Points 

1. Constitutional Framework and the 73rd-74th Amendment 

 Argument for Integration: A major argument behind the removal of Article 370 was to fully bring Jammu and Kashmir 

under the 73rd and 74th Amendments of the Indian Constitution, which grant the right of mandatory and regular 

elections to rural and urban local bodies respectively. 

 Three-Tier Rural System: In the standard Indian system, there are three tiers at the rural level—Gram Panchayat 

(lower level), Block Development Council (BDC - middle level), and Zila Parishad at the district level. 

 Role of DPC: Under Article 243ZD of the Constitution, there is a provision for the 'District Planning Committee' (DPC). 

Its job is to consolidate plans coming from the lower panchayats and municipalities to create a holistic district plan. It 

is a coordinating body, not an independent executive authority. 

2. Main Differences and Contradictions Between DDC and DPC 
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 Executive Order vs Legislative Process: Unlike traditional Zila Parishads, DDCs in Jammu and Kashmir were established 

through an Executive Order rather than an Act of the Legislative Assembly. 

 Ignoring Lower-Level Bodies: The job of the DPC is to formulate plans from the bottom up, but the DDC functions as a 

parallel administrative authority. It bypasses (overrules) the rights of the lower-level panchayats and urban bodies. 

 Administrative Control: According to critics, instead of strengthening local democracy, the DDC works from top to 

bottom and serves as a tool for direct bureaucratic control by the Central Government. 

3. Problem of Unequal Representation 

 Imbalance of Population and Seats: In the DDC model, the allocation of seats has been made uniform rather than 

being in proportion to the population of the districts, which goes against the principle of political equality. 

 Example: Srinagar district, with a population of about 12 lakhs, and Kishtwar district, with a population of only 2.5 

lakhs, have both been allocated an equal number of DDC members. This skews the significance of the political voice 

per capita. 

4. Comparison with "Special Purpose Vehicle" 

 Facade of Decentralization: DDCs are being compared to 'Special Purpose Vehicles' (SPVs) used in 'Smart City' 

projects. These institutions appear to be elected, but in reality, they are capital-driven and managed by bureaucrats. 

 Alternative to the Legislative Assembly: When an elected state legislative assembly was absent or weak in Jammu and 

Kashmir, the DDC structure took over those financial and legislative powers that should normally belong to MLAs and 

local panchayats. 

5. What is at Stake for Local Democracy? 

 Creation of a Parallel 'Parliament': By creating 280 DDC members in Jammu and Kashmir, a kind of hidden parallel 

parliament has been set up. In politically sensitive areas, the Centre often tries to weaken state-level assemblies by 

promoting district-level bodies. 

 Lack of Accountability: Due to this system, local development policies seem to lean more towards the administration 

of the Central Government instead of being accountable to the local public. 

Way Forward 

 Genuine Political Will: Local democracy should not be treated merely as an administrative or legal exercise, but as a 

serious political right. For this, genuine democratic decentralization is required. 

 Restoration of the DPC Model: 'District Planning Committees' (DPCs) should be restored in Jammu and Kashmir in line 

with the original spirit of the 73rd and 74th Amendments of the Constitution, which formulate plans from the bottom 

up. 
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 Financial Empowerment: Local bodies should be made self-reliant not only in terms of administrative powers but also 

financially, so that they do not depend on the Centre or bureaucracy for funds. 

 Ensuring Regular Elections: After the tenure of DDCs ended in 2026, transparent and regular local elections should be 

conducted without any delay so that public faith in democratic institutions is maintained. 

Conclusion 

The experiment of District Development Councils (DDCs) in Jammu and Kashmir has proven to be a double-edged sword. 

While on one hand, it brought the electoral process to the remote areas of Kashmir in the initial phase, on the other hand, it 

has weakened the original structure of the traditional three-tier Panchayati Raj system and District Planning Committees. For a 

genuine and vibrant democracy, it is essential that administrative control is reduced and power is devolved directly into the 

hands of the people of Jammu and Kashmir and their elected lower-level representatives. 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Ques:Explain the key differences between the District Planning Committee and the District Development Council.(10 Marks, 150 

Words) 
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Context :The Indian judiciary is one of the largest and most powerful judicial systems in the world, but currently, it is 

struggling with a heavy workload and a crisis of pending cases. By the end of December 2025, more than 5.39 crore cases were 

GS Paper II: Indian Polity 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Questions: Outline the major reasons for the pendency of 

cases in the Indian judiciary and suggest measures to resolve this issue.(10Marks, 150 

Words) 
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pending in various courts of India. Amidst this severe crisis, the closure of regular work during summer and winter vacations in 

the Supreme Court and High Courts has become a major policy and administrative issue. This analysis highlights court 

vacations, the impact of pending cases, and measures for reform. 

Current Status of Pending Cases (Key Data) 

 Total Pending Cases: More than 5.39 crore cases are pending in the courts of the country. 

 Subordinate/District Courts: The highest burden is on the lower courts, where about 4.76 crore cases are pending. 

 High Courts: About 63.6 lakh cases are stuck in the High Courts. 

 Supreme Court: More than 92,000 cases are pending in the apex court of the country, which is its heaviest burden in 

the last 30 years. 

 Speed of Resolution: According to a government study, if the current speed of justice delivery continues, it may take 

about 3 centuries (300 years) to completely eliminate this backlog (pending cases). 

Main Issues and Challenges Related to Court Vacations 

 Impact on Undertrials: Three out of every four prisoners (about 75%) confined in India's jails are 'undertrials'. They 

have spent a long time in jail despite no crime being proven, which is often longer than the sentence they would have 

received if found guilty. The closure of courts further prolongs their hope for justice. 

 Colonial Legacy: This system of collective vacations is a legacy of the British era. The British judges of that time could 

not tolerate the Indian summer and used to move to colder places during summers. Questions are being raised on the 

relevance of this system in today's time. 

 Change in Name Only (Rebranding): In the year 2024, the Supreme Court changed the name of "Summer Vacation" to 

"Partial Court Working Days", but this did not cause any change in the actual working days of the court (about 190 

days in a year). 

Judges' Perspective and Arguments 

 Overworked Judges: Indian judges are among the busiest and most stressed judges in the world. They have a very 

long daily list of cases (Cause-list). 

 Time for Writing Judgments: Judges use long vacations not for rest, but for writing pending judgments (Reserved 

Judgments) and deeply considering complex legal matters. 

Key Suggestions for Reform (Way Forward) 

 Staggering of Leave / Vacation Rotation: The Parliamentary Standing Committee (2023), Law Commission, and Justice 

Malimath Committee have suggested that instead of closing the entire court at once, the vacations of judges should 



        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

be fixed alternately (Staggered). Just as hospitals run 24/7 with the rotation of doctors, courts should also remain 

open throughout the year. 

 Filling Vacant Posts of Judges: Currently, about one-third of the posts in High Courts are vacant. The Government and 

the Collegium together will have to fill these posts as soon as possible. 

 Promoting Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR): Lok Adalats, Mediation (Mediation Act 2023), and Arbitration 

should be used maximum to resolve cases outside courts. Lok Adalats have proven their capability by disposing of 

more than 23.5 crore cases in three years. 

 Utilizing the Experience of Retired Judges: Judges retiring at the age of 62 or 65 have extensive experience. They can 

be included as a dedicated corps, who solely identify the areas where cases get stuck the most and set public targets 

for their disposal. 

Conclusion 

Justice delayed is justice denied. For the poor and underprivileged sections of India, courts are the last resort. Judges certainly 

need rest to remain mentally and physically healthy, but the entire justice system cannot be stalled at once for this. The need 

of the hour is for the judiciary to reform its administrative system, implement vacations on a rotation basis, and use modern 

technologies and alternative mechanisms. When more than 5 crore Indians are waiting for justice, the institutions delivering 

justice cannot go on collective leave. The judiciary, while utilizing its autonomy, should implement this calendar reform with 

strong willpower. 

 

 

 

 


