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Page 05:GS II :Indian Polity &Governance / Preliminary Examination 

The Union Government introduced the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 in 

the Lok Sabha amid intense political friction. The Bill proposes stringent penal provisions, including up to 10 years of 

imprisonment and fines up to ₹50 lakh, alongside time-bound investigations to curb paper leaks in competitive 

examinations. 

The backdrop reveals a complex dynamic: while youth protests demand administrative accountability and state 

action against paper leak syndicates, the legislative debate was initially stalled by Opposition demands for 

discussions on police conduct against student demonstrators and broader socio-political issues. The brokering of a 

truce by the Speaker to allocate six hours of 

structured debate with 91 proposed amendments 

highlights the critical balance required between 

executive speed and parliamentary deliberation on 

issues affecting youth livelihoods. 

Core Analytical Dimensions 

1. Penal Deterrence vs. Systemic Administrative 

Reform 

 Enhancing the Cost of Crime: Stringent 

penal sanctions (10-year imprisonment and 

heavy monetary fines) aim to dismantle the 

economic rationale of organized examination 

syndicates. 

 The Risk of Over-Reliance on 

Criminalization: Deterrence via law addresses 

symptoms rather than underlying procedural vulnerabilities. Without technological safeguards—such as 

audited examination software, end-to-end chain of custody tracking, and secure paper printing processes—

penal laws alone rarely eliminate malpractices. 

 Time-Bound Investigations: Enforcing strict timelines for investigation is crucial to prevent administrative 

delays that leave millions of candidates in legal and career limbo for years. 

2. Youth Aspiration, Social Mobility, and Livelihood 
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 Socio-Economic Cost of Paper Leaks: For millions of youth from middle-class and underprivileged 

backgrounds, public recruitment exams represent a primary avenue for upward social mobility. Systematic 

leaks result in financial loss, mental anguish, and erosion of meritocracy. 

 State-Citizen Trust Deficit: Police crackdowns on peaceful student protests deepen institutional distrust. 

When grievances are met with administrative force rather than swift redressal, youth frustration can escalate 

into broader societal unrest. 

3. Parliamentary Functioning: Scrutiny vs. Stalemate 

 Importance of Detailed Deliberation: The moving of 91 amendments across party lines underscores that a 

consensus on penal measures requires granular legislative scrutiny rather than hasty voice-vote passage. 

 Erosion of Floor Discipline: Frequent disruptions hinder the primary duty of Parliament—legislative debate. 

While political leverage and Opposition maneuvering are standard features of parliamentary politics, 

prioritizing non-legislative issues over crucial public policy debates risks diluting focus on urgent structural 

reforms. 

Challenges in Execution 

 State-Level Enforcement Divergence: Since several recruitment exams fall under state jurisdiction, seamless 

coordination between Central agencies (like CBI) and state police forces remains a hurdle in multi-state leak 

cartels. 

 Institutional Capacity of Testing Bodies: Agencies conducting public examinations often suffer from 

inadequate permanent staffing, forcing reliance on third-party vendors for infrastructure, printing, and digital 

invigilation, which introduces points of compromise. 

 Evidence Collection in Cyber-Enabled Cheating: Modern paper leaks increasingly involve encrypted 

messaging networks and remote desktop access tools, demanding advanced digital forensics capabilities that 

standard local police forces may lack. 

Related Static Dimensions (GS Framework) 

Constitutional Framework 

 Article 14 & 16: Right to Equality and Equality of Opportunity in Matters of Public Employment. Paper leaks 

directly violate the fundamental right to fair and equal opportunity for candidates. 
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 Article 21: Right to Life and Livelihood. Prolonged examination cancellations and delayed recruitments 

adversely affect youth livelihoods and mental well-being. 

 Article 320: Functions of Public Service Commissions, emphasizing the constitutional mandate to conduct 

fair examinations. 

Administrative Reforms Commission (2nd ARC) Recommendations 

 Ethics in Governance: Stresses institutional independence, mandatory transparency audits, and strict 

whistle-blower protection mechanisms within government recruitment boards. 

 Citizen-Centric Administration: Calls for time-bound dispute resolution mechanisms and grievance 

redressal portals specifically tailored for candidates appearing in national competitive assessments. 

Key Precedents and Principles 

 Principle of Natural Justice & Proportionality: Legal frameworks must distinguish between organized leak 

syndicates and innocent candidates who inadvertently become victims of compromised exams. 

 Doctrine of Severability (Judicial View on Canceled Exams): The Supreme Court has repeatedly held that 

where compromised exam results can be segregated from untainted candidates, wholesale cancellation 

should be avoided to protect genuine meritorious applicants. 

Way Forward 

 Technological Hardening: Transition to secure Computer-Based Tests (CBT) backed by biometric 

verification, randomized question generation, and encrypted transmission minutes prior to exam 

commencement. 

 Independent Oversight Body: Establish an autonomous Examination Oversight Authority to audit the 

operational security of both private testing vendors and public examination bodies. 

 Standardized SOPs for Grievances: Create institutionalized channels for candidates to raise complaints 

about paper anomalies without resorting to street protests or facing heavy-handed police actions. 

 Bipartisan Parliamentary Scrutiny: Floor leaders must ensure that amendments moved by members are 

evaluated on merit through committee scrutiny or detailed floor debates rather than being lost in political 

confrontation. 

Addressing the crisis of public examination integrity demands an integrated approach where robust penal legislation 

is matched by technological modernization, institutional autonomy, and empathetic administrative engagement with 



        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

student aspirations. Legislative deterrence acts as a necessary shield, but sustainable reform requires rebuilding 

public trust through transparent, foolproof, and accountable examination systems across the nation. 

 

 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: The Doctrine of Natural Justice primarily aims to ensure: 

(a) Separation of powers 

(b) Fairness, impartiality, and the right to be heard before an adverse decision 

(c) Judicial review of constitutional amendments 

(d) Federal distribution of legislative powers 

Ans: b)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: Discuss how paper leaks undermine the constitutional principles of equality and merit in public employment(10 

Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 07 :GS III :Environment/ Preliminary Examination 

India’s ambition of becoming a Viksit Bharat (Developed Nation) relies heavily on its urban centers, which are 

projected to drive the bulk of national GDP growth. However, this growth rests on fragile, deteriorating municipal 

water infrastructure. 

Currently, urban water utilities in India face severe 

structural inefficiencies: 

 High Non-Revenue Water (NRW): Over 30% 

of produced water is lost to leaks, theft, or 

unbilled usage before reaching consumers. 

 Inadequate Wastewater Treatment: Only 

27% of urban sewage is treated, leaving 

massive potential for circular reuse untapped. 

 Fiscal Unviability: Most utilities recover less 

than 55% of their Operation and Maintenance 

(O&M) costs through user fees, starving them 

of funds to expand and maintain networks. 

Rather than relying on capital-intensive mega-

projects with long gestation periods, the authors 

argue that an aligned city-state administration can 

stabilize urban water security within a single 5-year 

political cycle by addressing four fundamental 

questions: Source, Efficiency, Equity, and Finance. 

Core Analytical Dimensions: The 4-Pillar Agenda 

1. Water Sourcing: Shifting from Distant Supply to 

Circular Re-use 

 Reducing Distant Dependence: Moving away 

from energy-intensive pumping from remote reservoirs and depleted aquifers, which triggers inter-state 

water conflicts and high carbon footprints. 

 Rainwater as Mainstream Supply: Systematically harvesting urban roof and surface runoff to meet local 

baseload demand. 
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 Treated Wastewater Integration: Mandating treated secondary and tertiary sewage water for non-potable 

uses—such as industrial cooling, construction, horticulture, and toilet flushing. 

2. Efficiency & Infrastructure: Fixing the Leaky Pipeline 

 District Metered Areas (DMAs): Segmenting city distribution networks into manageable zones equipped 

with bulk meters to detect and repair leaks proactively. 

 Digitalization & Customer Modernization: Implementing smart bulk metering, automated billing, and 

transparent grievance redressal mechanisms to build public trust. 

 Institutional Clarity: Establishing clear governance structures and coordination bodies between state water 

boards and Urban Local Bodies (ULBs). 

3. Equity & Distribution: Closing the Access Gap 

 Rethinking Benchmarks: Moving beyond generic per capita supply norms (e.g., 135 LPCD) toward a 

guaranteed minimum safety volume for every household, irrespective of informal housing tenure. 

 Progressive Tariff Redesign: Replacing flat or heavily subsidized rates with a Lifeline Tariff Structure (free 

or low-cost water up to basic human needs, with higher volumetric rates and cross-subsidies for high-volume 

consumers). 

 Pro-Poor Infrastructure: Prioritizing last-mile connections and pressure regulation in low-income informal 

settlements over network expansion into speculative real estate. 

4. Sustainable Finance: Whole-of-Life Capital Planning 

 Demand Management Before Supply Creation: Mandating that utilities exhaust demand-reduction and 

leak-repair options before sanctioning new dam or pipeline projects. 

 Lifecycle Costing: Evaluating projects based on total operational, energy, maintenance, and climate-

adaptation costs over 20–30 years, rather than just initial capital expenditure (CapEx). 

 Valuing Ecosystem Services: Accounting for the natural flood mitigation and groundwater recharge benefits 

of preserving urban wetlands and waterbodies. 

Major Challenges to Implementation 

 Political Myopia: Preference for visible, photo-friendly heavy construction (dams, long pipelines) over 

invisible, maintenance-focused underground leak repairs. 
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 Municipal Capacity Deficit: ULBs across India frequently suffer from acute shortages of technical staff, 

hydraulic engineers, and urban planners. 

 Entrenched Water Cartels: Informal, unregulated water tanker syndicates profit from pipeline supply failures 

and resist municipal metering. 

 Reluctance to Levy User Charges: Municipal politicians often treat water tariffs as politically sensitive, 

fearing backlash from raising charges even on wealthy consumers. 

Related Static Dimensions (GS Framework) 

1. Constitutional & Policy Framework 

 74th Constitutional Amendment Act (1992): Entrusts Water Supply for domestic, industrial, and 

commercial purposes to Urban Local Bodies under the 12th Schedule (Entry 3). 

 Article 21 (Right to Safe Drinking Water): Explicitly recognized by the Supreme Court as part of the 

Fundamental Right to Life (Subhash Kumar v. State of Bihar). 

 National Water Policy (2012): Emphasizes treating water as an economic good after meeting essential 

human and ecological needs. 

2. Key National Schemes & Benchmarks 

 AMRUT 2.0 (Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation): Aims to achieve 100% coverage 

of water supply in all statutory towns and 100% management of sewage in 500 AMRUT cities. 

 Jal Jeevan Mission (Urban): Designed to provide functional tap connections and achieve circular economy 

goals through recycled water usage. 

 Service Level Benchmarks (SLBs): Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) sets 135 Litres Per Capita 

Per Day (LPCD), 100% metering, and 15% maximum Non-Revenue Water as national goals. 

Way Forward 

 Adopt "Lighthouse" Pilot Projects: State governments should designate select cities or municipal zones as 

pilot areas to demonstrate full metering, leak reduction, and 24x7 water supply before scaling statewide. 

 Mandate Circular Economy Norms: Enforce dual-piping systems in all upcoming commercial and multi-

story residential developments to separate potable supply from recycled flushing water. 
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 Empower Municipal Utilities Financial Autonomy: Ring-fence municipal water budgets so that collected 

user charges are re-invested directly into network O&M rather than general municipal funds. 

 Establish Independent State Water Regulatory Authorities: Set up autonomous state regulators to set 

rational, inflation-linked tariffs scientifically, free from immediate electoral interference. 

Conclusion 

Urban India’s water security does not require grand technology breakthroughs or decades of legislative reform; it 

demands administrative discipline, political willpower, and operational execution over a single 5-year term. By 

shifting focus from building new connections to managing system performance and resilience, Indian cities can 

establish a secure, equitable, and self-sustaining water ecosystem capable of powering a Viksit Bharat. 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: With reference to Non-Revenue Water (NRW), consider the following statements: 

1. It refers to water produced but not billed due to physical losses, theft, or metering inaccuracies. 

2. High NRW adversely affects the financial sustainability of urban water utilities. 

3. The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) Service Level Benchmark recommends that NRW should not exceed 15%. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: d)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: Discuss the role of Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) in ensuring sustainable urban water management in India.(10 Marks, 

150 Words) 
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Page 08 :GS III :Indian Economy  / Preliminary Examination 
The Ministry of Power (administered via the Bureau of Energy Efficiency - BEE) issued the draft notification for 

Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) Phase III norms (applicable from FY2027–28 to FY2031–32).  

While CAFE I (2017) and CAFE II (2022) initiated India's fuel efficiency journey, CAFE III arrives at a crucial juncture. 

India remains heavily reliant on imported crude oil, leaving its macroeconomy exposed to foreign exchange 

fluctuations, global inflation, and West Asian geopolitical instability. CAFE III aims to reduce overall fleet-wide CO2 

emissions from ~113 gCO
2
/km down to 77–78 gCO

2
/km by FY2031–32.  

However, the analytical concern is whether the current draft focuses purely on administrative compliance or drives 

an industrial transformation toward clean mobility.  

 

CAFE Norms: Evolution & Global Comparisons 
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CAFE rules set an annual, sales-weighted average fuel-efficiency cap for an entire manufacturer’s fleet rather than 

capping emissions for individual vehicle models.  

 United States (1975): Originally created following the 1973 Arab oil embargo to lower crude consumption, 

later expanded under the Clean Air Act to cut greenhouse gases and boost EV/hybrid adoption. 

 China’s Dual Credit System (2018): China mandates both Corporate Average Fuel Consumption (CAFC) 

targets and New Energy Vehicle (NEV) credit quotas. Automakers cannot simply rely on fuel-efficient 

petrol/ICE cars; they must produce EVs/PHEVs or buy NEV credits from zero-emission manufacturers. 

Consequently, EV market penetration in China reached over 55% in 2025, compared to ~4% in India. 

 India’s Model: India currently uses a single unified fleet average system without a separate mandatory EV 

credit target. 

Major Structural Issues & "Flexibility Dilutions" in CAFE III 

The draft regulation introduces several dilution mechanisms that may inadvertently lower the effective stringency of 

the target: 

1. Carbon Neutrality Factor (CNF) 

 The draft grants compliance discounts for vehicles engineered to run on higher biofuel blends (e.g., flex-fuels, 

higher ethanol).  

 Policy Mismatch: The government has clarified that no formal decision exists to move beyond E20 (20% 

ethanol) petrol blending. Giving regulatory concessions for technologies whose fuel supply roadmap remains 

uncertain dilutes real-world carbon abatement. Additionally, lower energy density in ethanol reduces overall 

fuel mileage. 

2. Over-reliance on Super Credits 

 Battery EVs, Plug-in Hybrids, Strong Hybrids, and Flex-Fuel vehicles receive extra weighting (multipliers) in 

fleet calculations.  

 The Loophole: High multipliers mean manufacturers need to sell significantly fewer actual zero-emission 

vehicles to offset high-emitting ICE models or SUVs. Strong hybrids, which still run primarily on petrol, receive 

generous credit multipliers without offering full electrification. 

3. Safety-Valve Credit Buyouts via BEE 

 Instead of a strict market-based trading exchange between carmakers, the draft allows defaulting 

manufacturers to purchase compliance credits directly from the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) as a "seller 

of last resort".  
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 Low Cost of Penalty: The buyout rate starts at ₹2,500 per gCO
2
/km (FY28) and rises to ₹4,500 (FY32). In 

contrast, the Energy Conservation Act specifies penalties equivalent to over ₹5,000 per gCO
2
/km. This lower 

buyout price turns penalties into a cheap operational fee rather than a deterrent.  

4. Multi-Year Compliance Blocks 

 Assessing compliance over 3-year and 2-year blocks enables manufacturers to defer targets, offsetting 

shortfalls in early years with promises of future performance.  

Related Static Dimensions  

Constitutional & Legal Framework 

 Energy Conservation Act, 2001 (Section 14): Empowers the Central Government and BEE to prescribe fuel 

consumption standards for equipment and appliances, including motor vehicles.  

 Article 48A & 51A(g): Directive Principles and Fundamental Duties concerning the protection and 

improvement of the environment and safeguarding natural resources. 

Institutional Mechanisms 

 Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE): Statutory body under the Ministry of Power that formulates and 

administers CAFE standards.  

 Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH): Responsible for notifying and enforcing vehicle 

testing, certification, and emission standards under the Central Motor Vehicles Rules (CMVR). 

Difference Between CAFE and Bharat Stage (BS) Norms 

Metric CAFE Norms Bharat Stage (BS-VI) Norms 

Focus 
Limits total fuel consumption &CO2 

emissions. 

Regulates local tailpipe air pollutants (NOx, 

PM2.5, CO). 

Scope 
Fleet-wide sales average per 

manufacturer. 
Per-vehicle model testing and cap. 

Administering 

Body 
Ministry of Power / BEE. 

Ministry of Road Transport & Highways 

(MoRTH) / MoEFCC. 

Way Forward 
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 Transition to a China-Style Dual-Credit System: Disentangle pure ICE fuel-efficiency credits from New 

Energy Vehicle (NEV/EV) credits to prevent automakers from using conventional hybrids to avoid electric 

powertrain investments. 

 Recalibrate Buyout Pricing: Set the BEE credit buyout price above the statutory penalty under the Energy 

Conservation Act to ensure that purchasing credits is financially less viable than technological upgrades.  

 Rationalize Super Credits: Phase out super-credit multipliers for partial-electrification technologies (like 

mild/strong hybrids) as the EV supply chain matures, directing regulatory preference toward zero-tailpipe-

emission vehicles. 

 Align Regulation with Industry Pledges: Strengthen headline targets so that public policy drives innovation 

rather than trailing behind carmakers' voluntary EV adoption targets (20–30% by 2030). 

Addressing India’s mobility transition requires moving beyond regulatory loopholes. Strict, well-designed CAFE III 

norms serve not only as an environmental imperative under India's Panchamrit climate goals, but also as a vital 

macroeconomic shield against oil import dependence and global energy volatility.  

 

 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: Which of the following correctly distinguishes CAFE norms from Bharat Stage (BS-VI) emission standards? 

(a) CAFE regulates local pollutants, whereas BS-VI regulates fuel efficiency. 

(b) CAFE regulates fleet-average fuel consumption and CO₂ emissions, whereas BS-VI regulates tailpipe pollutants such as NOx 

and particulate matter. 

(c) Both regulate only carbon dioxide emissions. 

(d) Both are administered exclusively by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

Ans:b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question:"Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) norms should act as instruments of industrial transformation rather than 

mere regulatory compliance." Critically examine this statement in the context of India's clean mobility transition.(10 Marks, 150 

Words) 
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Page 09 :GS III : Indian Economy / Preliminary Examination 
India faces a major structural paradox: while its gross domestic product (GDP) continues to grow, employment 

elasticity—the quantum of job creation per unit of economic growth—remains structurally depressed. The ongoing 

societal and political friction surrounding youth unemployment highlights that fixing education and skill 

development programs alone cannot solve the job crisis. 

Author Arun Maira argues that the fundamental 

structure of the economy must be realigned. India 

is currently caught in three conflicting economic 

trajectories: 

1. Pushing "Ease of Doing Business" by 

deregulating markets, diluting labor laws, 

and easing environmental norms. 

2. Aggressively promoting Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) and automation under the 

conventional economic definition of 

"productivity"—producing more output 

with less human input. 

3. Attempting to boost employment elasticity 

to absorb the world’s largest youth 

population. 

To prevent jobless growth from turning into 

widespread socio-economic instability, India must 

shift its primary economic focus from Ease of 

Doing Business to Ease of Living and Earning for 

its citizens. 

Core Analytical Dimensions 

1. The Paradox of AI-Driven Productivity 

 Capital vs. Labor Efficiency: Classical economic models define productivity as maximizing output per unit of 

human input. When applied to labor-surplus nations like India and China, aggressive AI adoption and 
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industrial robotics substitute labor with technology, deepening joblessness instead of expanding production 

capacity. 

 Displacement Across Skill Spectrum: Unlike previous industrial shifts that primarily automated manual 

tasks, AI displaces white-collar university graduates in services, IT, and administrative functions, escalating 

youth unemployment among educated demographics. 

2. Labor Market Flexibility vs. Worker Security 

 Labor Code Reforms: While simplifying multiple labor laws into four consolidated Labor Codes aims to 

attract foreign direct investment (FDI) and simplify compliance, critics point out that easing firing norms and 

restricting trade union bargaining rights prioritize capital over labor. 

 The China Model of Judicial Intervention: Despite its capitalist manufacturing push, China’s state 

machinery and judiciary actively enforce corporate social responsibility during technological shifts. Recent 

Chinese court rulings explicitly mandate that AI deployment must liberate labor rather than cause illegal 

layoffs, holding tech firms accountable for retraining displaced workers. 

3. Economic Structure and Domestic Demand 

 The Demand-Side Bottleneck: Economic growth relies on mass consumption. If mass employment falls and 

wages stagnate, domestic aggregate demand collapses. High GDP growth driven by capital-intensive sectors 

ultimately hits a ceiling if the domestic population lacks purchasing power. 

 Shift to "Employment-First" Policy: To achieve the goal of Viksit Bharat by 2047, employment creation 

must become the central metric of economic health, rather than treated as a secondary byproduct of GDP 

expansion. 

Comparative Matrix: India vs. China on Labor & Tech Governance 

 Economic Objective: India has prioritized "Ease of Doing Business" and capital market deregulation, whereas 

China balances market mechanisms with state-directed "Employment-First" strategies (e.g., China's 2026–

2030 Employment Implementation Plan). 

 Judicial & Regulatory Stance on AI Layoffs: Indian courts generally view workforce optimization as a 

prerogative of private management. In contrast, Chinese courts have ruled that technology benefits must be 

accompanied by social responsibility, ruling against companies replacing workers with AI without adequate 

safeguards. 
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 Demographic Dividend Management: India faces declining employment elasticity despite possessing the 

world's largest youth cohort. China, confronting aging demographics alongside high educated-youth 

joblessness (~16%), uses direct policy interventions to enforce employer-led retraining programs. 

Related Static Dimensions (UPSC Core) 

Constitutional Framework 

 Article 39(a) & (e) (Directive Principles of State Policy): Mandates that the State direct its policy toward 

securing an adequate means of livelihood for all citizens and ensuring that the health and strength of 

workers are not abused. 

 Article 41: Right to work, to education, and to public assistance in cases of unemployment. 

 Article 43: Mandates the State to secure a living wage and decent standard of life for all workers. 

Policy & Regulatory Framework 

 Four Labor Codes: Code on Wages (2019), Industrial Relations Code (2020), Social Security Code (2020), and 

Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code (2020). 

 National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence (NITI Aayog): "AI for All" philosophy, which seeks to balance 

technological innovation with inclusive growth. 

Challenges in Execution for India 

 Global Competitive Pressure: Restricting AI adoption or imposing heavy penalties on layoffs risks reducing 

the export competitiveness of Indian IT, services, and manufacturing industries against global rivals. 

 Informal Economy Constraints: Over 80–90% of India's workforce operates in the informal sector, where 

corporate training mandates and judicial protections against AI displacement are difficult to enforce. 

 Fiscal Limitations: Unlike high-income or state-capitalist economies, the Indian government faces fiscal 

constraints in subsidizing large-scale retraining and universal social security nets for displaced workers. 

Way Forward 

 Subordinate "Ease of Doing Business" to "Ease of Living": Reframe economic success metrics so that 

fiscal incentives, tax breaks, and production-linked subsidies (PLI) are directly linked to the number of quality 

jobs created rather than capital outlay alone. 

 Mandatory Corporate Retraining Standards: Introduce statutory frameworks requiring enterprises 

adopting AI and automation to invest a set percentage of technology-derived profits into upskilling and 

redeploying their existing workforce. 
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 Promote Labor-Absorbing Micro-Sectors: Divert economic policy focus toward high-employment elasticity 

sectors such as apparel manufacturing, food processing, care economy, sustainable agriculture, and 

decentralized green energy projects. 

 Institutionalize Tripartite Consultations: Re-energize institutional dialogue involving government, industry 

leaders, and worker representatives to ensure technological transitions are ethical, fair, and socially 

sustainable. 

Conclusion 

Resolving India's unemployment crisis requires moving beyond supply-side fixes like routine skill development. It 

demands a fundamental realignment of macroeconomic policy. While technological progress and capital efficiency 

are essential for growth, an economic architecture that excludes human labor undermines its own domestic market. 

By protecting worker security and making employment creation the core driver of economic strategy, India can 

convert its demographic dividend into a sustainable foundation for Viksit Bharat. 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: Which of the following Directive Principles of State Policy are directly related to employment and workers' 

welfare? 

1. Article 39(a) 

2. Article 41 

3. Article 43 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: d)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: What is employment elasticity? Why has employment elasticity remained low despite sustained economic growth in 

India?(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 10 :GS II :Governance and Social Justice / Preliminary Examination 
The transition at the Union Ministry of Education—with Pralhad Joshi taking charge following Dharmendra Pradhan's 

tenure—comes at a critical juncture in the implementation of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.  

The Ministry's reform trajectory reflects a dual push: driving structural standardization, digital-skilling integration, 

and performance accountability, while encountering execution bottlenecks, federal friction, and institutional 

resistance from states and state-level public universities. 

 

Core Analytical Dimensions 

1. Foundational Literacy & School Education Reforms 
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 NIPUN Bharat & Early Grade Learning: Designed to achieve universal Foundational Literacy and Numeracy 

(FLN) by Grade 3. While survey data (e.g., ASER, PARAKH) indicates gains in basic numeracy among primary 

students, middle-school learning levels remain stagnant relative to pre-pandemic benchmarks. This signals a 

need for a refined "NIPUN Bharat 2.0" targeting sustained learning retention across primary grades.  

 Teacher Standardization (NPST & NMM): The National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST) 

introduces a structured career ladder (Proficient, Expert, Advanced) tied to performance assessments. 

However, the lack of operational rollout and low awareness among the nearly 1 crore schoolteachers limits 

the impact of capacity-building initiatives like the National Mentoring Mission. 

2. Restructuring Higher Education Governance 

 The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan (VBSA) Bill: A pivotal legislative effort aimed at replacing existing 

regulatory bodies (UGC, AICTE, NCTE) with a single umbrella commission. A major structural shift in the 

proposed VBSA is the separation of regulatory oversight from financial grant disbursal, raising concerns 

among state universities regarding future funding mechanisms and financial sustainability.  

 Regulatory & Multidisciplinary Mandates: Draft regulations governing the appointment of Vice-

Chancellors and faculty face opposition over executive/gubernatorial influence and the removal of caps on 

contractual faculty. Furthermore, implementing the National Credit Framework (NCrF) across state universities 

faces administrative inertia due to rigid institutional structures and a lack of dedicated capacity-building 

funds. 

3. Education-Skilling Convergence & AI Integration 

 Swayam Plus & "AI for All": Platforms offering industry-aligned skill certification across emerging domains 

(e.g., AI in Physics, Chemistry, Accounting) attempt to make higher education market-ready. 

 The Structural Gap: State-level public universities often operate on rigid, fixed-degree package models. 

Transitioning to flexible credit transfers demands institutional autonomy and funding, both of which are 

constrained in regional higher education ecosystems. 

4. Language Policy & Federal Dynamics 

 Three-Language Formula & Bharatiya Bhasha Push: Strengthening instruction in native Indian languages 

over English in secondary education (CBSE curriculum) aligns with NEP’s cultural objectives. 
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 Fiscal Federalism Concerns: Tying central funding for primary education schemes (e.g., Samagra Shiksha) to 

state-level compliance with the three-language policy has reignited federal friction, particularly with holdout 

states like Tamil Nadu defending state language policies. 

Related Static Dimensions (UPSC Core) 

1. Constitutional Provisions 

 Concurrent List (Entry 25, 7th Schedule): Education was moved to the Concurrent List via the 42nd 

Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976, making it a shared subject requiring federal consensus between Centre 

and States. 

 Article 350A: Mandates the provision of adequate facilities for instruction in the mother tongue at the 

primary stage of education to children belonging to linguistic minority groups. 

 Article 21A: Right to Free and Compulsory Education for children aged 6 to 14 years (RTE Act, 2009). 

2. Institutional Framework 

 National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: The overarching policy framework guiding early childhood care, 

multidisciplinary higher education, and regulatory streamlining. 

 NIPUN Bharat Mission: Launched under Samagra Shiksha to ensure every child attains foundational literacy 

and numeracy by the end of Grade 3 by FY2026–27. 

Challenges in Execution 

 Implementation Gap in State Universities: Regional universities lack the financial and infrastructural 

capacity to seamlessly adopt credit bank systems (Academic Bank of Credits) or multidisciplinary subject 

choices. 

 Centralization vs. Federal Diversity: Critics argue that uniform national standards (NPST, VBSA, language 

mandates) risk imposing a centralized blueprint that overlooks regional educational contexts and state-level 

administrative realities.  

 Funding Disparity: Separating grant-giving functions from higher education regulatory bodies without 

establishing an autonomous, transparent funding mechanism risks starving resource-strapped state public 

universities.  

Way Forward 
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 Cooperative Federalism in Policy Implementation: Avoid tying crucial primary education funding to rigid 

policy compliance; engage state governments through collaborative dialogue to adapt language and 

curriculum frameworks flexibly. 

 Financial Safeguards for Higher Education: Ensure that regulatory reforms under the proposed VBSA Bill 

incorporate transparent, statutory grant-disbursal mechanisms to support infrastructure development in state 

universities.  

 Capacity Building for Schoolteachers: Accelerate the formal rollout of the National Professional Standards 

for Teachers (NPST) alongside incentive-backed professional development to boost motivation among 

educators. 

 Bridging the Academic-Skilling Divide: Provide direct financial assistance and technological support to 

state universities to help them adopt flexible credit transfer systems and industry-integrated skill courses. 

Conclusion 

The reform agenda of the Education Ministry presents a transformational vision for Indian education, spanning early 

childhood literacy to AI-driven higher education models. However, sustainable educational reform cannot rely solely 

on executive mandates or centralized regulation. To translate these ambitious frameworks into meaningful learning 

outcomes, the Union Government must prioritize cooperative federalism, financial capability enhancement, and 

institutional autonomy for educational institutions across the country. 

 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Ques: The NIPUN Bharat Mission primarily aims to: 

(a) Universalize digital education in higher educational institutions. 

(b) Ensure every child achieves Foundational Literacy and Numeracy by the end of Grade 3. 

(c) Promote vocational education among secondary school students. 

(d) Improve India's global university rankings. 

Ans:b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Ques: Discuss the significance of Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN) in improving learning outcomes under the National 

Education Policy, 2020.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 



        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page :08 : Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper III:Science and Tech 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Questions: Discuss the importance of gender-responsive 

Artificial Intelligence in promoting inclusive development in India.10Marks, 150 Words) 
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Context : 

India's broader vision of Viksit Bharat @2047 hinges on whether the productivity gains brought by Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) are equitably distributed across society or concentrated among affluent urban populations. 

According to International Labour Organization (ILO) data, approximately 82% of working women in India are 

engaged in the informal economy—spanning agriculture, home-based production, domestic work, and micro-

enterprises. Furthermore, the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS 2023–24) reports that 76.9% of rural working 

women are engaged in agriculture. 

While AI holds immense potential to transform sectors like agriculture, health, and finance, UN Women has warned 

that AI systems risk amplifying gender biases, stereotypes, and digital violence if designed without gender-

responsive testing and oversight. 

Core Analytical Dimensions 

1. Proof of Concept: Gender-Responsive AI Deployment 

 Farmer.Chat Study (2024): Deployed across 12 Indian states, the study revealed that 61% of women users 

reported improved quality of life within 45 days, with engagement levels two to three times higher than 

those of male users. 

 Key Drivers of Adoption: When AI tools accommodate local languages, land ownership realities, mobility 

constraints, and contextual relevance, women in rural and informal sectors adopt and benefit from these 

technologies rapidly. 

2. Operationalizing Gender-Responsive AI Governance 

 Applying the India AI Governance Guidelines (Nov 2025): The 2025 guidelines articulate seven core 

principles, including Fairness and Equity. To move from principles to practice, the author proposes:  

1. Gender Impact Assessments (GIAs): Conducting mandatory GIAs for AI tools used in credit, 

employment, or welfare distribution to evaluate potential sex, caste, regional, or disability-based 

biases. 

2. Gender-Responsive Budgeting (GRB) for AI: Applying four key evaluation metrics to public AI 

expenditures: 

 Who benefits? (Identifying target women cohorts). 
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 Which barrier is resolved? (Addressing language, access, safety, or capability). 

 How are outcomes measured? (Outcome-based tracking). 

 Which budget line funds corrective action? (Ensuring financial accountability if outcomes fall 

short). 

3. Leveraging Existing Community Infrastructure for AI Literacy 

 Embedding AI Literacy into Public Delivery Networks: Rather than building isolated digital literacy 

programs, AI capability building should be integrated into trusted grassroots networks: 

o DAY-NRLM (Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Rural Livelihoods Mission). 

o DDU-GKY (Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana). 

o Skill India&Mission Shakti’s Sakhi Network. 

 Outcome-Driven Success Metrics: Measuring success based on functional empowerment—whether AI helps 

a woman access a public entitlement, navigate a market platform, or transition to higher-paid work. 

4. Digital Safety as a Precondition for Economic Participation 

 Chilling Effect of Online Violence: Technology-facilitated gender-based violence (TFGBV)—including AI-

generated deepfakes, online harassment, and non-consensual synthetic imagery—discourages women from 

fully participating in digital economic platforms. 

 Regulatory & Legal Frameworks: 

o IT (Intermediary Guidelines & Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules: Mandatory grievance 

mechanisms for swift content removal. 

o Mandatory Labelling of AI Synthetic Content: Proposed MeitY rules requiring permanent 

identifiers/watermarks on synthetically generated data. 

o National Commission for Women (NCW) Cyber Law Review: Recommends inter-ministerial action 

to ensure survivor-centric remedies in regional languages. 

Related Static Dimensions (UPSC Core) 

1. Constitutional & Policy Framework 
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 Article 15(3): Empowers the State to make special provisions for women and children. 

 Article 39(a) & (l): Directs state policy toward securing an adequate means of livelihood for all citizens 

without gender discrimination. 

 IndiaAI Mission & Bhashini Platform: National digital initiatives designed to build foundational AI 

infrastructure and enable multilingual digital public infrastructure (DPI) access in 22 official languages. 

2. SDG Alignment 

 SDG 5 (Gender Equality): Enhancing the use of enabling technology, particularly information and 

communications technology, to promote the empowerment of women. 

 SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth): Achieving full and productive employment and decent work 

for all women and men. 

 SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities): Ensuring equal opportunity and reducing inequalities of outcome. 

Way Forward 

 Gender-Audited Procurement Standards: Mandate that government departments purchasing or deploying 

public-facing AI tools require suppliers to provide algorithmic bias audits and gender impact certifications. 

 Localized Voice-Based Interfaces: Expand integration with Bhashini to ensure AI applications for informal 

workers rely on localized voice and conversational interfaces, bypassing traditional text-based literacy 

barriers. 

 Strengthen Regional Grievance Redressal: Establish regional-language, user-friendly channels for rural 

women to report algorithmic errors, credit denials, or digital harassment. 

 Data Inclusivity: Mandate that training datasets used for public AI models (such as AIKosh) systematically 

collect and incorporate disaggregated data representing informal rural women workers. 

Conclusion 

The true test of India's technological leadership will not be measured solely by headline computational capacity or 

high-tech exports, but by whether artificial intelligence improves the livelihoods of women in the informal economy. 

Translating governance guidelines into gender-responsive design, community-driven AI literacy, and enforceable 

digital safety frameworks ensures that the productivity gains of AI drive an inclusive, equitable, and sustainable Viksit 

Bharat. 
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