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Page 01: GS II : Governance and Social Justice / Preliminary Examination 

Recently, the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) directed the social media giant 'Meta' to immediately 

block advertisements and content promoting Child Sexual Abuse Material (CSAM) on its platform, Instagram. The government 

has sought a response from Meta within 7 days.  

 This strict step has been taken following a media report (BBC Eye), which revealed that paid advertisements were 

running on Instagram, directing users to Telegram channels where this illegal material was being sold. This incident 

underscores a major challenge in balancing digital safety, technological accountability, and law enforcement in India. 

 

Core Analysis 

1. Legal and Regulatory Framework 

The following legal provisions exist in India to deal with such illegal activities: 

 Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000: Under this Act, publishing or transmitting obscene material or sexually explicit 

acts electronically is a punishable offense. The law provides for even more stringent punishments for such material 

involving children. 

 IT Rules, 2021 (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code):  Under these rules, it is mandatory for social 

media platforms (intermediaries) to observe 'due diligence'. Upon receiving a complaint or coming to notice, such 

content must be removed within 24 hours. 
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 Risk of Losing 'Safe Harbor' Protection: If a social media company fails to fulfill its responsibility under the IT Rules, it 

loses the 'Safe Harbor' protection (Section 79) granted under the law. This means that the company can be sued 

directly for illegal content posted by a third party on its platform. 

2. Other Steps Taken by the Government 

 National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal: Operated by the Ministry of Home Affairs, this portal specifically registers 

reports of cybercrimes against women and children. 

 I4C (Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre): This center works to coordinate between various states and agencies 

to tackle cybercrimes. 

 Collaboration with Interpol: The government, through the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), directs Internet 

Service Providers (ISPs) to block such websites based on lists received from Interpol. 

3. Stance of Social Media Companies (Meta) and Challenges 

 Zero Tolerance Policy: Meta claims that its policies have strict rules against child abuse material and they use AI and 

modern technology to prevent it. 

 Vast Number of Users: According to Meta, identifying criminals and catching their constantly changing tactics (evading 

tech) within a massive network of over 3.5 billion users is a major technological challenge. 

4. Key Concerns Related to this Issue 

 Failure in Ad Review: The running of "paid ads" on platforms like Instagram indicates serious flaws in their 

advertisement review system, as criminals are able to promote illegal content by paying money. 

 Cross-Platform Syndicate: Criminals use one platform (like Instagram) for advertising and shift the core illegal trade to 

another platform (like end-to-end encrypted Telegram), making it difficult for investigative agencies to track them. 

Way Forward 

 Development of Proactive Algorithms: Instead of just waiting to receive complaints, social media companies must 

strengthen AI and machine learning so that such content or advertisements are blocked even before they are posted. 

 Strict Ad Verification: The process of approving advertisements should be made more stringent, especially for ads 

associated with sensitive keywords or external links. 

 International and Inter-Agency Coordination: Since the internet has no borders, there must be real-time sharing of 

data and intelligence among tech companies, national investigative agencies (like CBI, I4C), and international 

organizations (like Interpol). 
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 Fixing Legal Accountability: If companies repeatedly fail despite warnings, strict action like suspending their 'Safe 

Harbor' status should be taken so that they take their responsibility seriously. 

Conclusion 

The proliferation of Child Sexual Abuse Material (CSAM) is not only a violation of digital safety, but also a severe blow to 

human rights and the future of children. Child safety cannot be compromised in the name of freedom of expression and 

technological innovation. This warning issued by the government to Meta is a necessary step toward making digital platforms 

more accountable. In the future, to keep the digital space safe, the enforcement of strict laws, the ethical responsibility of tech 

companies, and prompt action by law enforcement agencies must go hand in hand. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question:Consider the following statements regarding the Information Technology (IT) Rules, 2021: 

1.Social media intermediaries are required to remove content such as Child Sexual Abuse Material (CSEAM) within 24 hours of 

receiving notification about it. 

2.If an intermediary fails to observe due diligence, it may lose the 'Safe Harbour' protection available under Section 79 of the IT 

Act. 

3.'Safe Harbour' means that the intermediary cannot be held liable for third-party content under any circumstances. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and  

Ans: (a) 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: Striking a balance between the accountability of intermediaries on digital platforms and freedom of expression has 

become a major challenge for democratic governance. Discuss.(10Marks, 150Words) 
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Page 06:GS III : Science & Technology/ Preliminary Examination 

On July 3, 2026, ISRO successfully completed the first static ground test of the solid motor of its new sub-orbital test platform, 

SOLVE, at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota. Gaganyaan is India's first manned space mission, aimed at safely 

sending Indian astronauts (Gagannauts) into Low Earth Orbit and bringing them back.  

 The precision of the 'Recovery and Parachute System' is the most vital prerequisite for the safe return of the astronauts, 

and SOLVE has been developed as a dedicated test platform for 

the rigorous testing of this very system. 

Core Analysis 

1. SOLVE Platform and Its Objective 

 Test Platform: SOLVE is a sub-orbital rocket specifically designed 

for the integrated testing of the 'deceleration system' (speed-

reducing system) and parachutes of the Gaganyaan's 'Crew 

Module' (the capsule where astronauts sit). 

 Flight Profile: During test flights, this rocket will carry the Crew 

Module to an altitude of 10 to 17 kilometers in the sky. 

 Network of Parachutes: Upon reaching the designated altitude, 

the Crew Module will separate from the rocket. Following this, a 

series of 10 parachutes will be deployed sequentially to 

controlledly slow down the module's speed before a safe landing 

(splashdown) in the sea. 

2. Technical Features and Modifications 

 Derived from PSLV: The solid stage of SOLVE has been developed 

from the strap-on motor of ISRO’s dependable rocket, 'PSLV'. 

 Slow Burn-Rate Propellant: To meet the specific requirements of the Gaganyaan test, a specialized solid fuel has been 

developed that burns slowly and in a controlled manner. 

 Advanced Control System: This motor is integrated with a straight nozzle alongside a 'Secondary Injection Thrust 

Vector Control' (SITVC) system, which will provide precise direction and stability to the rocket during flight. 

3. Strategic Importance of this Test 

 Simulation of Flight Conditions: The development of SOLVE provides ISRO with the flexible capability to repeatedly 

simulate various adverse and emergency conditions on Earth that could arise during an actual space mission. 



        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 Solid Proof of Safety: In a human spaceflight mission, the 'safety rate' matters more than the 'success rate'. This 

platform allows for repeated live testing of the Crew Module's safety systems at a lower cost, without expending the 

main rocket (LVM3). 

 Continuity of Recent Successes: This milestone comes right after other critical tests recently conducted by ISRO—such 

as the 'Integrated Air Drop Test-02' (IADT-02) and 'Mission Mitra' (behavioral and psychological studies) conducted on 

astronauts in Leh, showcasing the rapid progress of the mission. 

Way Forward 

 Rigorous Sub-orbital Trials: Following the successful ground test, ISRO should now conduct multiple sub-orbital test 

flights of the SOLVE platform with an actual Crew Module to ensure that the choreographed sequence of parachute 

deployments is 100% precise. 

 Preparation for Uncrewed Missions: Since ISRO is planning 3 uncrewed Gaganyaan missions before the actual human 

mission, the data obtained from these tests will prove to be the backbone in making these upcoming flights flawless. 

 Strengthening Encryption and Telemetry: The real-time data transfer and telemetry systems between the Crew 

Module and the ground station must be further reinforced during the tests. 

Conclusion 

The successful ground test of the SOLVE solid motor is a landmark safety milestone for India's Gaganyaan program. Bringing 

astronauts safely back to Earth is just as critical as sending them into space, and this test proves that ISRO is fully capable of 

making complex systems completely secure through indigenous technologies. This self-reliance will not only make India the 

fourth nation in the world to independently launch humans into space, but will also propel India's credibility and technological 

prowess to new heights in the global space market. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: Which of the following is most critical for the safe return of the crew module in the Gaganyaan mission? 

(a) Cryogenic engine 

(b) Parachute-based deceleration system 

(c) Reusable launch vehicle 

(d) Ion propulsion system 

Ans: b)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: The development of India's space program is not merely a scientific achievement but also a symbol of strategic and 

economic strength. Examine this statement in the context of the Gaganyaan mission.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 07 : GS III : Indian Economy – Agriculture and Environment  / Preliminary 

Examination 
According to a recent study published in the journal 'Scientific Reports', global warming and climate change have led to a sharp 
decline in livestock milk production in India, especially in the Trans-Gangetic plains of Northwest India and high milk-producing 
regions like Haryana.  

 India is the world's largest milk producer, where around 80 million small and marginal dairy farmers depend on this 
sector for their livelihood. In such a scenario, this impact of climate change not only threatens the country's food and 
nutritional security but has also emerged as a major challenge for the rural economy. 

Core Analysis 

1. Major Causes of Decline in Milk Production (Climate 
Variables) 

Upon studying the data of 1,148 villages in Haryana 
between 2004 and 2019, scientists arrived at the following 
conclusions: 

 High Temperature and Humidity: The most severe 
decline in milk production occurs during the 
months of July and August, when temperatures 
exceed 38°C and humidity rises above 70%. 

 Heatwaves and Evapotranspiration: During the 
months of May and June, extreme heatwaves (loo) 
and a per-unit increase in 'Potential 
Evapotranspiration' directly impact milk 
production. 

2. Physiological Impact on Livestock 

Extreme heat causes the following changes in the bodily 
systems of livestock, which reduce milk production: 

 Energy Diversion: Milch animals are highly 
sensitive to heat stress. Instead of producing milk, 
they begin to spend their energy regulating their 
body temperature (such as panting and sweating), 
which reduces milk yield by 20% to 30%. 

 Stress Hormones: Heat increases the levels of stress hormones like 'Cortisol' in the animal's body, which inhibits milk 
ejection from the udders. In severe cases, this also results in the death of livestock. 

3. Vulnerability Matrix Across Different Breeds 



        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

The study found that the impact of climate change is not uniform across all livestock: 

 Buffaloes: They are the most sensitive. Due to their dark color and lack of hair on the skin, they absorb more solar 
radiation. Additionally, they have fewer sweat glands compared to cattle. A per-unit increase in evapotranspiration 
reduces milk by approximately 1.4 liters per buffalo per day. 

 Cross-bred Cattle: These cows, bred by crossing foreign breeds, also rapidly lose their productivity during heatwaves. 

 Indigenous Cattle (Sahiwal & Hariana): These breeds are capable of tolerating extreme heat. Their loose skin, 
effective sweating mechanism, and lower metabolic heat make them climate-resilient. Furthermore, they possess 
better immunity to fight local parasites and diseases. 

4. Broader Impact on the Dairy Ecosystem 

 Scarcity of Fodder and Water: Rising temperatures have adversely affected the quality, quantity, and seasonal 
availability of fodder. Alongside this, the water crisis has also deepened. 

 Outbreak of Pests and Diseases: Increasing heat and humidity weaken the immune system of livestock, leading to a 
rise in infectious diseases and pest attacks. 

 Massive Economic Loss: Currently, due to these environmental stresses, India is suffering an annual loss of 3.2 million 
tonnes of milk (valued at approximately ₹2,661 crore). According to The Lancet report, if this situation persists, Indian 
milk production could decline by up to 25% by the year 2085, and this loss could reach 15 million tonnes by the 2050s. 

Way Forward 

 Conservation and Promotion of Indigenous Breeds: Indigenous breeds like 'Sahiwal' should be preserved as reservoirs 
of climate-resilient traits. At the policy level, farmer-led breed improvement programs should be prioritized. 

 Early Warning Systems: The 'Temperature-Humidity Index' (THI) and evapotranspiration should be integrated into 
weather forecasts at the regional level, so that farmers can take protective measures for livestock before a heatwave 
arrives. 

 Scaling Up Adaptation Strategies: Similar to the farmers of Haryana, other regions should also promote the 
construction of wallowing ponds, agroforestry, shed construction, the use of sprinklers/foggers, and heat-adjusted 
feed management. 

 Climate-Smart Dairy Strategy: There is an urgent need for a coordinated national 'Climate-Smart Dairy Strategy' to 
deliver financial assistance, technical awareness, and resources to India's 85 million small and marginal farmers. 

Conclusion 

This study is clear evidence that climate change is no longer just a future threat, but a direct assault on our current rural 
economy and food security. To maintain India's leading role in global milk production and to safeguard the livelihoods of 
millions of small farmers, traditional dairy practices must transform. Only through the scientific utilization of indigenous 
livestock breeds and the integration of modern technologies (like foggers and early warning systems) can we make India's 
dairy sector climate-resilient and sustainable. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: Which of the following measures is not part of Climate-Smart Dairy? 

(a) Use of foggers and sprinklers 

(b) Construction of sheds 

(c) Agroforestry 

(d) Regular use of excessive antibiotics 

Ans: d) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question:"Climate change is an emerging crisis for India's dairy sector." In light of this statement, analyze its impact on milk 

production.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 08 : GS II : International Relations / Preliminary Examination 
In an era of global geopolitical instability and rising tensions among superpowers, bilateral relations between India and Japan 

have emerged as a strong pillar of stability in the Asia-Pacific region. Recently, the maiden official visit of Japan's newly elected 

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi and the 16th India-Japan Annual Summit (July 2026) have given a new direction to the 'Special 

Strategic and Global Partnership' between the two nations.  

 The defining feature of this visit was that both countries sent a clear signal to 

completely 'ring-fence' (protect) their bilateral interests from the uncertainties 

of multilateral agreements. 

Core Geopolitical Context and Challenges 

 Uncertainty on Multilateral Fronts: Due to the United States showing 

diminished enthusiasm toward the 'Quad' grouping and its indecisiveness 

regarding the "Indo-Pacific" terminology in its strategy, India and Japan have 

intensified focus on strengthening their bilateral ties. 

 The China Factor: Aggressive Chinese military maneuvers in the South China 

Sea, East China Sea, and the Taiwan Strait have posed shared security challenges 

for both countries. 

 Impact of Global Conflicts: The ongoing warfare involving the US-Israel and Iran 

has put maritime energy transit and the safety of mariners in the Gulf Region at 

risk, affecting the energy security of both major Asian economies. 

Main Highlights and Agreements of the Summit 

 'Updated' Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP): Instead of relying on the US 

stance, both countries reiterated their commitment to join hands independently 

to maintain a rule-based order in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 Energy Resilience: At least 16 agreements were signed to secure the 'Maritime 

Energy Transport Value Chain', ensuring an uninterrupted energy supply from 

South Asia to the Indo-Pacific. 

 Maritime Security Cooperation: Both nations agreed on the construction of 

naval platforms, enhancing Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA), and increasing 

surveillance. 

 Strategic Concerns: The joint statement expressed "grave concern" over the situation in the South and East China Seas 

and called for a peaceful resolution of the Taiwan issue. 
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Strategic Engagement for India's North-East 

 Regional Connectivity: Although the Japanese PM's visit to Guwahati was canceled, she placed special emphasis on 

connecting India's North-Eastern states with the regional countries of BIMSTEC. 

 Industrial Value Chain: There is a plan to build an industrial value chain by linking Japanese investments in Bangladesh 

(such as the 'Matarbari Port' in Cox's Bazar) and projects in Thailand with India's North-Eastern states, which will boost 

both security and prosperity in this turbulent region. 

Recent Developments (Based on Press Analysis) 

 Joint Declaration on Economic Security: Both countries have made economic security a new pillar of their 

partnership. Under this, a strategy has been formulated to free the supply chains of semiconductors, critical minerals, 

and pharmaceuticals from dependence on China. 

 'UNICORN' Pact in Defense Technology: Under the co-development of defense technology, final technical consensus 

has been reached for the first time on the transfer of the naval radio antenna 'UNICORN' between India and Japan, 

which will boost naval Maintenance, Repair, and Overhaul (MRO) under 'Make in India'. 

 AI and Digital Partnership: The two nations issued a joint cooperation statement on the development of Large 

Language Models (LLMs) and secure AI infrastructure. 

 Green Energy Initiative (CBG Initiative): The 'India-Japan Cooperative Biogas Development Initiative' was launched to 

set up 1,000 biogas plants in India, alongside accelerating clean ammonia and green hydrogen projects in Odisha. 

 Progress on Bullet Train Project: A commitment was made to induct Japan’s state-of-the-art 'E10 Series Shinkansen' 

trains for the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail project and to operationalize its primary section by 2027. 

Way Forward 

 Balanced Foreign Policy: Both India and Japan must protect their strategic interests by avoiding direct confrontation 

with China while balancing their relationships with the United States. 

 Correcting the Trade Imbalance: The bilateral trade, which is currently heavily skewed in Japan's favor, must be made 

more balanced through a comprehensive review of the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA). 

 Timely Implementation of Projects: Mega projects like the proposed industrial corridor between Northeast India and 

BIMSTEC countries, as well as the Bullet Train, must be freed from bureaucratic red tape and completed on schedule. 

Conclusion 

This growing alignment between India and Japan is not merely a diplomatic formality, but a necessity of the changing global 

order. Amidst the uncertainties of multilateral forums, both nations have proven that their mutual trust is independent and 

robust. This vast framework of cooperation extending from the Gulf countries to the Pacific Ocean will not only determine 



        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Asia's security in the times to come, but will also pave the way for mutual learning and sustainable development for both 

nations in an era of global uncertainties. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Ques: What is the primary objective of the 'Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP)' initiative? 

(a) To promote a rules-based maritime order in the Indo-Pacific region 

(b) To implement a common currency in Asia 

(c) To increase the proliferation of nuclear weapons 

(d) To form only military alliances 

Ans: a) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Ques:"Evaluate Japan's role in the development of India's North-Eastern states and in BIMSTEC regional connectivity.(10 Marks, 

150 Words) 
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Page 10 : GS III : Indian Economy - Agriculture  / Preliminary 

Examination 
India possesses a vast and historic marine fisheries sector, which forms the backbone of the livelihoods of millions of coastal 

families and the country's food security. Recently (February 2026), the Government of India, citing data from the Central 

Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI), claimed that 91.1% of the country's commercial fish stocks are 'sustainable' and 

healthy. 

 However, assessments by global organizations (such as the FAO) and ground realities point toward a severe crisis that 

contradicts this official optimism. This crisis is particularly linked to the ecological destruction of our inshore fishing 

grounds (territorial waters). 

Paradox Between Official Claims and Global 

Assessments 

 Official Claim: According to CMFRI, the 

majority of the assessed commercial fish 

stocks are in good condition, and India has 

remained insulated from the international 

crisis of 'overfishing'. 

 Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

Perspective: According to the FAO, India’s 

marine fish production has reached a 

plateau because most of the major stocks 

have been fully exploited. Unregulated 

access has led to an exponential increase in 

the number of medium and small trawlers, 

thereby depleting resources for poor 

traditional fishermen. 

 Flaws in Data Methodology: CMFRI 

primarily relies on fish landing data at the 

coasts to estimate fish availability rather 

than conducting direct scientific stock 

assessments in the sea, which is not entirely 

reliable. 

Degradation of the Inshore Ecosystem: The Real 

Crisis 
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Although fish may be available in the deep sea (EEZ), the environment of India’s 'inshore' or territorial waters (up to 12 

nautical miles from the coast) is being severely degraded. Experts consider it "destroyed" due to the following factors: 

 Narrow Continental Shelf: Except for Gujarat, India has a narrow continental shelf along most of its coastline. This 

very region is the most favorable habitat for the growth and breeding of fish, especially shrimp. 

 Land-Based Factors: The construction of dams on rivers has blocked land-based nutrients from reaching the sea. 

Furthermore, the destruction of mangroves and rising marine pollution from industrial, agricultural, and urban waste 

are hitting the coastal areas the hardest. 

Unregulated Expansion of Mechanized Trawling 

The biggest contributor to the devastation of the coastal environment is mechanized trawling: 

 Overcapacity: Currently, India has approximately 64,414 mechanized fishing vessels. There is no effective restriction 

on the entry of new vessels, and their power is constantly being amplified through the use of Chinese engines. 

 Destruction of the Benthic Environment: These large trawlers with heavy nets continuously scrape the coastal 

seabed, completely destroying marine vegetation and animal habitats. 

 Conflict with Traditional Fishermen: This mechanization is threatening the livelihoods of millions of small and 

traditional fishermen, triggering severe socio-economic conflicts between the two groups. 

Gaps in Current Policies and Regulatory Frameworks 

 Weak Enforcement: According to regulations, mechanized trawlers are prohibited from operating within 5 nautical 

miles (5 NM) of the coast. However, coastal states lack both adequate personnel and modern patrol boats to enforce 

this. 

 Lack of Fishermen Participation: Local traditional fishermen have been entirely excluded from the coastal fisheries 

management and monitoring process. 

 Over-Reliance on the Deep-Sea: The government is encouraging fishermen to venture into the deep sea, but 

according to the FAO, there is only marginal room for growth there. Moreover, this imposes an additional financial 

burden on fishermen due to fuel costs and expensive technology. 

 Geopolitical Disputes (Palk Bay): Due to the excessive number of mechanized trawlers, Indian boats frequently cross 

the international maritime boundary line to poach in Sri Lankan waters. This harms local Sri Lankan traditional 

fishermen and strains India-Sri Lanka relations (the ownership of Katchatheevu Island does not resolve this underlying 

ground issue). 

Way Forward 



        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 Perspective Shift: Instead of merely focusing on boosting production statistics, the government should concentrate on 

better governance of coastal waters and the rejuvenation of the ecosystem. 

 Strict Control over Mechanized Trawling: A cap should be placed on the registration of new trawlers, and strict 

compliance with the exclusive 5-nautical-mile inshore zone must be ensured. 

 Modernizing Scientific Research: CMFRI should conduct scientific assessments of actual fish stocks and the condition 

of the seabed (benthic environment) rather than relying solely on landing data. 

 Co-Management Model: Local fishermen communities must be made partners in management and policy-making to 

protect coastal areas and deter illegal trawling. 

 Curbing Marine Pollution: Strict Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) rules must be enforced to manage industrial and urban 

waste flowing from land into the sea. 

Conclusion 

The future of India's marine fisheries does not depend on how sustainable our statistics appear on paper, but on how quickly 

we can rescue our most productive coastal waters. As suggested by the FAO, stringent and prompt efforts are required to 

upgrade India's marine fisheries management capacity at both the central and state levels. If the inshore ecosystem is not 

freed from mechanized trawling and pollution in a timely manner, this crisis will not remain confined to a depletion of fish 

stocks but will push millions of the country's fishermen into a severe livelihood crisis. 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Ques: Which of the following would be most conducive to the sustainable development of India's marine fisheries 

sector? 

(a) Continuous increase in the number of mechanized trawlers 

(b) Scientific stock assessment and co-management 

(c) Abolishing coastal regulations 

(d) Promoting deep-sea fishing only 

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Ques:"Merely increasing production is not sufficient for the sustainable management of India's marine fishery resources." 

Explain.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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GS Paper II: Indian Polity 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Questions: Analyze the current challenges associated with 

documentary proof of citizenship in India and suggest solutions.(10Marks, 150 Words) 
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Context :In June 2026, a statement by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) sparked a fresh debate regarding the 

documentary proof of citizenship in the country, stating that an Indian passport is merely a "travel document" and not a 

"document of citizenship." This discourse comes at a time when a Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls is being 

carried out by the Election Commission across various states. Currently, the concept of citizenship, its legal process, and the 

authenticity of various official documents have become subjects of critical review before the Indian constitutional framework. 

Passport and Citizenship: The Legal Paradox 

 Limits of the MEA’s Claim: Although the Ministry considers it merely a travel document, under the 'Passports Act, 

1967', a passport can only be issued to Indian citizens, except in extraordinary cases of 'public interest'. Therefore, it is 

natural to consider it as robust proof of citizenship. 

 The Logic of Exclusion: The government certainly retains the right to investigate whether someone obtained a 

passport by providing false facts; however, the legal sovereignty of the passport cannot be dismissed in a general 

manner based on this ground. 

Changing Constitutional and Judicial Dimensions of Citizenship 

Part II of the Indian Constitution (Articles 5 to 11) deals with citizenship. Currently, ideological shifts are being observed 

between the judiciary and the legislature regarding its implementation: 

 Article 11 and the Power of Parliament: Article 11 empowers the Parliament to make laws regarding the acquisition 

and termination of citizenship. Presently, this power has been utilized to draw religious lines within citizenship 

amendment laws. 

 Original Ideals of the Constituent Assembly: Historians and legal experts point out that Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Jawaharlal 

Nehru, and Alladi Krishnaswami Iyer strongly opposed proposals to grant citizenship based on religion or race (such as 

P.S. Deshmukh's amendment) during the partition, and instead adopted the principle of a 'secular citizenship'. 

 Recent Stance of the Court (2024–2026): 

o Assam Accord (October 2024): Upolding the validity of Section 6A of the Citizenship Act, the Supreme Court 

considered the legislative power of the Parliament to be virtually absolute. 

o Bihar SIR Case (May 2026): In the Association for Democratic Reforms v. Union of India case, the Supreme 

Court permitted the Election Commission of India (ECI) to conduct a "limited inquiry" into citizenship to ensure 

the purity of the electoral roll. 

The Crisis of a 'Documentary Vacuum' 

According to the author, a peculiar crisis has emerged before citizens within the current administrative setup, where no official 

document is being accepted as the final proof of citizenship: 
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 Declining Legal Authenticity of Documents: 

o Aadhaar Card: It is considered merely a proof of residence. 

o Voter ID: It is considered merely a proof of prior registration. 

o Passport: It is now being regarded merely as a right to travel. 

 The Endless Process of 'Suspicion': Similar to the 'D-Voter' (Doubtful Voter) crisis in Assam, under the current system, 

an individual's basic rights are being suspended indefinitely (by removing their name from the voter list) simply by 

placing them in a 'suspect' category, without directly declaring them a 'foreigner'. 

 Shifting of the 'Burden of Proof': Instead of automatically accepting citizenship, the State has shifted the entire 

burden onto the citizen to prove their citizenship through paperwork. 

Citizenship and 'Personhood' (Human Dignity) 

According to constitutional philosophy, citizenship is not merely a legal status, but the very foundation of rights: 

 Person vs. Citizen: Article 14 (Equality) and Article 21 (Right to Life) of the Indian Constitution are available to every 

"person" in the country, whether they are a citizen or not. 

 The Right to Have Rights: In the words of philosopher Hannah Arendt, citizenship is that fundamental status which 

gives an individual the freedom of expression, trade, and peaceful assembly under Article 19, along with the 'right to 

vote'. In the absence of citizenship, a person is deprived of these political rights and pushed to the margins of society. 

Way Forward 

 Documentary Clarity and Accessibility: The government should issue clear and unified legal guidelines determining 

which document will be treated as the final and irrefutable proof of citizenship, thereby eliminating confusion among 

ordinary citizens. 

 Administrative Accountability and Human Rights: The 'Principles of Natural Justice' must be strictly followed before 

any citizen's name is removed during the revision of electoral rolls by the Election Commission or any other 

bureaucratic apparatus. 

 Return to the Core Philosophy of the Constitution: The determination of citizenship rules should not be based merely 

on administrative convenience or a 'web of paperwork', but on the principles of equal dignity and equal protection of 

the laws (Article 14). 

Conclusion 

Citizenship is the soul of any democratic nation. If premier state-certified documents like the passport, Aadhaar, and Voter ID 

are deemed insufficient, it will create a 'crisis of trust' between the State and the citizen. In a developing nation like India, 
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where a large segment of the population remains detached from formal paperwork, the conditions of citizenship cannot be 

left to a mere 'coincidence of documents'. A progressive constitutional framework is one that keeps 'individual dignity' 

paramount while making the rules of citizenship inclusive, transparent, and humane. 

 


