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Page 01:GS II : Governance / Preliminary Examination 

The Supreme Court’s commendation of the repealed MGNREGA Act, 2005 as a "salutary scheme" highlights a crucial shift in 

India's social security landscape. The transition from a demand-driven right to the Viksit Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and 

Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) Act, 2025 raises fundamental debates regarding fiscal federalism, constitutional 

guarantees, and rural employment.  

Core Issues & Analytical Pillars 

1. Paradigm Shift: Rights-Based to Top-

Down Model 

 MGNREGA Framework: Bottom-up, 

demand-driven legal entitlement 

ensuring 100 days of guaranteed 

work.  

 VB-G RAM G Model: Offers 125 

guaranteed work days, but 

introduces a centrally controlled 

system with normative funding 

allocations and a mandatory 60-day 

pause during peak agricultural 

seasons.  

2. Fiscal Federalism & Financial Strain 

 Replaces the former 90:10 funding 

ratio with a 60:40 share between the 

Centre and States (except 

Northeastern/Himalayan states).  

 Shifts unexpected cost overruns and 

delay compensations to state 

budgets, creating severe fiscal pressure on resource-strapped state governments.  

3. Constitutional Justiciability 

 Article 21 (Right to Life): Petitioners argue that working below statutory minimum wages constitutes forced labour, 

violating human dignity.  

 Directive Principles (DPSP): The judiciary maintains that the Right to Work under Article 41 remains a democratic 

aspiration rather than an automatically enforceable fundamental right.  
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Key Institutional Comparisons 

Parameter MGNREGA (2005) VB-G RAM G Act (2025) 

Legal Architecture Demand-driven statutory right Central normative allocation model 

Guaranteed Work 100 days per household annually 125 days per household annually 

Fiscal Share (Centre:State) 90:10 (90% Central contribution) 60:40 standard funding split 

Planning Authority Gram Sabha / Gram Panchayat Integrated into National Rural Stack 

Related Static Dimensions  

 Directive Principles of State Policy (Part IV): Article 39 (Livelihood), Article 41 (Right to Work), Article 43 (Living 

Wage). 

 Fundamental Rights (Part III): Article 21 (Right to Life and Dignity) and Article 23 (Prohibition of forced labour). 

 Devolution of Powers: Impact on Panchayati Raj Institutions (73rd Constitutional Amendment) and local self-

governance.  

 Fiscal Federalism: Financial dynamics between the Centre and States regarding Centrally Sponsored Schemes.  

 Employment & Social Security: Poverty alleviation, distress migration prevention, and rural wage dynamics.  

Conclusion 

The Supreme Court's observation underscores the need to balance fiscal sustainability with constitutional ideals of social 

justice. While administrative streamlining and infrastructure alignment under the new act offer modernization, protecting 

rural livelihoods requires preserving demand-driven access, ensuring wage parity with state minimums, and maintaining 

federal cooperation. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: With reference to the VB-G RAM G Act, 2025, consider the following statements: 

1. It provides a statutory guarantee of 125 days of wage employment to eligible rural households. 

2. The programme retains a demand-driven character. 

3. The Centre determines State-wise normative allocations based on prescribed objective parameters. 

4. The funding pattern is identical for all States. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1, 2 and 3 only 

C. 2, 3 and 4 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: B)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: "Employment guarantees are not merely poverty-alleviation instruments but mechanisms for protecting livelihood 

security and human dignity." Discuss in the context of India's rural employment framework.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 02 :GS II :International Relations / Preliminary Examination 

India’s hosting of the 14th BRICS Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) Ministerial Meeting in Chennai highlights its growing 

role as a leader in the Global South. Under the theme 'Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability' for its 

2026 BRICS Presidency, India emphasized human-centric, accessible, and inclusive technology to address global digital divides. 

Core Issues & Analytical Pillars 

1. Inclusive & Human-Centric Technology 

 Accessibility & Affordability: Pushing for open-source 

frameworks and shared technological solutions across BRICS 

nations to lower entry barriers for developing economies. 

 Ethical AI & Trust: Emphasizing trusted technology 

governance to prevent digital monopolies and misuse while 

keeping human welfare at the center. 

2. National STI Initiatives as Global Models 

 Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI): Utilizing proven platforms 

like UPI, Aadhaar, and CoWIN as blueprints for cross-border 

financial and digital integration. 

 Frontier Sectors: Leveraging strategic national missions—such 

as the National Quantum Mission, BioE3 Policy, and Geospatial 

Policy—to position BRICS as a hub for quantum computing, 

biomanufacturing, and spatial analytics. 

3. Multilateral Cooperation & Strategic Autonomy 

 Joint R&D Frameworks: Fostering multilateral research collaborations to solve common challenges in climate 

resilience, renewable energy, and public health. 

 South-South Cooperation: Reducing reliance on Western-dominated technological ecosystems by strengthening intra-

BRICS scientific exchanges. 

Key Focus Areas of India’s BRICS 2026 STI Vision 

Sector / Mission Strategic Objective Relevance to BRICS Partnership 

Digital Public Scalable, open-source governance Fosters financial inclusion and cross-border tech 
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Sector / Mission Strategic Objective Relevance to BRICS Partnership 

Infrastructure (DPI) tools interoperability 

National Quantum Mission 
Advanced computing & secure 

communications 

Direct collaboration on next-gen quantum research 

& encryption 

BioE3 Policy High-performance biomanufacturing 
Drives sustainable bio-economy and green growth 

initiatives 

Geospatial Policy 
Open access to high-resolution 

spatial data 

Enhances disaster management, urban planning, 

and climate resilience 

Related Static Dimensions  

 BRICS Framework: Dynamic of South-South cooperation, multilateral diplomacy, and institutional reforms. 

 Digital Governance: Role of technology in public service delivery and international soft-power projection. 

 Indigenization of Technology: Developing indigenous capabilities under quantum, biotech, and geospatial 

frameworks. 

 Intellectual Property Rights (IPR): Balancing patent protection with affordable innovation for developing nations. 

 Inclusive Growth: Utilizing technology to reduce socio-economic inequality and boost rural productivity. 

Conclusion 

India's call for global tech collaboration within BRICS underscores a strategic transition from technology consumption to global 

tech leadership. By championing open-source DPI and human-centric innovation, India presents a sustainable model that aligns 

technological advancement with socio-economic equity across the Global South. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: The BioE3 Policy is primarily associated with: 

A. Expansion of conventional agricultural biotechnology alone 

B. Promotion of high-performance biomanufacturing and a bio-based economy 

C. Development of nuclear technology 

D. Creation of digital identity infrastructure 

Ans: B)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question:"Science and technology cooperation is emerging as an important instrument of India's engagement with the Global 

South." Discuss with reference to India's BRICS engagement.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 04:GS II  :International Relations / Preliminary Examination 

The 25th India-U.K. Defence Consultative Group (DCG) meeting held in New Delhi signifies a strategic momentum in bilateral 

security relations. Driven by the India-U.K. Vision 2035 and the 10-year Defence Industrial Roadmap, both nations are 

transitioning from traditional arms sales toward co-development, joint R&D, and enhanced maritime coordination in the Indo-

Pacific. 

Core Issues & Analytical Pillars 

1. Defence Industrial Co-Development & R&D 

 Shift from Buyer-Seller Dynamic: Emphasis on joint research, technology 

transfer, and collaborative manufacturing in critical sectors like jet engine 

technology and maritime propulsion. 

 Industrial Roadmap Alignment: Integrating Indian defence ecosystems with 

U.K. defence technology firms to bolster self-reliance (Atmanirbhar Bharat). 

2. Indo-Pacific Strategic Convergence 

 Maritime Security Cooperation: Operationalizing the Regional Maritime 

Security Centre of Excellence under the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI). 

 Rule-Based Order: Shared commitment to ensuring freedom of navigation, 

open sea lanes, and strategic stability against assertive regional actors. 

3. Interoperability & Institutional Ties 

 Joint Exercises & Capacity Building: Expanding tri-service exercises (e.g., 

Ajeya Warrior, Konkan, Indradhanush) to build operational synchronization. 

 Strategic Autonomy: Reaffirming mutual respects for sovereign choices 

while building shared capabilities for regional peace and conflict prevention. 

Key Dimensions of India-U.K. Defence Partnership 

Pillar Focus Areas Strategic Objective 

Industrial 

Cooperation 

Joint R&D, 10-year 

Defence Roadmap 

Technology transfer, domestic 

manufacturing, secure supply 

chains 
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Pillar Focus Areas Strategic Objective 

Maritime Domain 
IPOI Alignment, Regional Security 

Hubs 

Enhanced situational awareness in the Indian Ocean 

Region 

Military 

Interoperability 

Tri-service exercises, training 

exchanges 

Improved tactical readiness for joint humanitarian & 

combat operations 

Strategic Governance 
Annual DCG reviews, Vision 2035 

framework 
Institutionalized strategic alignment and regional stability 

Related Static Dimensions (UPSC Syllabus Alignment) 

GS Paper II: International Relations 

 Bilateral & Regional Groupings: Evolution of India-U.K. relations under the 2030 Roadmap and Vision 2035 

frameworks. 

 Indo-Pacific Geopolitics: Role of middle powers in maintaining maritime governance, sea lanes of communication 

(SLOCs), and global commons. 

GS Paper III: Security &Defence 

 Indigenization of Technology: Integration of foreign R&D with domestic defence manufacturing corridors 

(Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence). 

 Maritime Security Architecture: Synergies between IPOI, Information Fusion Centre - Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR), 

and international partners. 

Conclusion 

The 25th DCG meeting reinforces defence as a primary pillar of the India-U.K. Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. By 

prioritizing co-development, technological synergy, and maritime security in the Indo-Pacific, both nations are modernizing 

their alliance to address emerging multi-domain security challenges effectively. 

 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: Consider the following pairs: 
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Exercise  India–UK 

1. Ajeya Warrior   Army 

2. Konkan   Navy 

3. Indradhanush   Air Force 

4. Malabar   India–UK naval exercise 

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched? 

A. 1, 2 and 3 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 2, 3 and 4 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans:A) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question:"India-UK relations are increasingly moving beyond traditional trade and diplomatic engagement towards a 

comprehensive strategic and defence partnership." Discuss.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 06 :GS III  : Environment / Preliminary Examination 

The Patna High Court’s intervention in Surendra Prasad vs State of Bihar regarding unabated noise 

pollution from DJ trolleys and loudspeakers underscores a systemic enforcement failure. By 
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addressing the gap between statutory regulations and ground-level execution, the judicial directive reinforces that freedom from 

noise pollution is an integral facet of Article 21 (Right to Life and Personal Liberty) of the Indian Constitution. 

Core Issues & Analytical Pillars 

1. Judicial Intervention vs. Executive Inertia 

 Judiciary as Quasi-Regulator: Sporadic administrative actions forced the High Court to step in, shifting the regulatory 

framework from a purely complaint-driven system to mandatory proactive enforcement. 

 Routine vs. Event-Based Enforcement: Requiring mandatory prior registration of sound-system operators and venues 

removes selective executive discretion and ensures uniform compliance. 

2. Socio-Cultural Friction & Cultural Rights 

 Individual Rights vs. Public Good: High-decibel noise during religious processions, weddings, and political rallies often 

collides with the public's right to quietude. 

 Proportionate Restrictions: The court's directive (such as halting equipment at 9:55 p.m. for a 10:00 p.m. cutoff) 

balances reasonable cultural expression under Article 25 (Freedom of Religion) with civic order and health protections. 

3. Environmental Governance & Statutory Framework 

 Regulatory Under-Enforcement: Despite existing provisions under the Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 

2000 and the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, State Pollution Control Boards frequently suffer from institutional 

weakness and lack of police coordination. 

Key Legislative and Judicial Benchmarks 

Dimension Provisions / Mandate Key Implications 

Constitutional Basis Article 21 (Right to Life) Guarantees a peaceful environment free from hazardous noise levels. 

Statutory Rules 
Noise Pollution Rules, 

2000 

Sets ambient noise limits for Industrial, Commercial, Residential, and 

Silence Zones. 

Judicial Precedent 
In Re: Noise Pollution 

(2005) 

Supreme Court restricted loudspeaker usage between 10:00 p.m. and 

6:00 a.m. 

Administrative 

Directive 

Mandatory Pre-

registration 

Shifts burden from post-violation citizen complaints to preventive 

licensing. 

Related Static Dimensions  
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 Fundamental Rights (Part III): Expanded scope of Article 21 to include health, environment, and freedom from sleep 

disturbance. 

 Statutory Bodies & Enforcement: Performance, accountability, and institutional capacity of State Pollution Control 

Boards (SPCBs) under the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) umbrella. 

 Environmental Pollution & Degradation: Noise categorized as an environmental pollutant affecting public health, 

cardiovascular wellbeing, and cognitive functions. 

 Environmental Law Enforcement: Challenges in implementing environmental legislation due to administrative inertia 

and local socio-political pressure. 

Conclusion 

The Patna High Court’s ruling serves as a vital reminder that laws are only as effective as their routine enforcement. Moving away 

from episodic police action toward systematic registration, strict night-time limits, and administrative accountability is essential 

to institutionalize noise control as a permanent civic standard across India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: With reference to the Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000, consider the following 

statements: 

1. They prescribe ambient air quality standards in respect of noise for different areas/zones. 

2. They recognise silence zones as a distinct regulatory category. 

3. They completely prohibit the use of loudspeakers throughout the day. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 
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B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: A) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: "The right to a peaceful and healthy environment is an important dimension of the expanding interpretation of Article 

21." Discuss with reference to noise pollution.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 06 :GS II : International Relations / Preliminary Examination 

The op-ed emphasizes that unimpeded global commerce in the Indo-Pacific relies heavily on transparent, multi-nation Maritime 

Domain Awareness (MDA). Amid West Asian crises and global trade disruptions, operationalizing the Indo-Pacific Partnership for 

Maritime Domain Awareness (IPMDA) under the Quad framework serves as a crucial pillar for ensuring secure sea lines of 

communication and transparent maritime transit.  
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Core Issues & Analytical Pillars 

1. Strategic Importance & Indo-Pacific Trade Vulnerabilities 

 Geoeconomic Lifeblood: Over $7 trillion in global trade moves annually through critical regional chokepoints, including 

the Straits of Malacca, Lombok, Sunda, Hormuz, and Bab-al-Mandeb. 

 Surveillance Deficit: The disabling of Automatic Identification System (AIS) transponders ("dark shipping"), grey-zone 

operations, and Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing undermine maritime security and littoral food 

security.  

2. IPMDA as a Multi-Layered Security Architecture 

 Quad-Led Integration: Launched in 2022, IPMDA fuses commercial satellite radio-frequency tracking, radar data, and 

partner sensor networks to create a near-real-time operational picture.  
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 Technological Synergies: Procurement of SeaVision technology and the creation of the Indo-Pacific Maritime 

Surveillance Collaboration (IPMSC) framework enhance surveillance across the Indian and Pacific Oceans.  

3. Capacity Building & Inclusivity for Littoral Nations 

 Institutional Nodes: India’s Information Fusion Centre – Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) in Gurugram acts as a primary 

hub linking partner liaison officers and smaller littoral states. 

 Empowering Smaller Partners: Capacity-constrained nations (such as Bangladesh, Seychelles, Maldives, and Fiji) gain 

access to actionable maritime intelligence without facing sovereignty trade-offs or costly hardware investments.  

Key Components of Maritime Security Architecture 

Mechanism / Node Lead Entity / Framework Core Functional Role 

IPMDA 
Quad Nations (India, US, Japan, 

Australia) 

Shares satellite-based RF data to monitor dark shipping & 

maritime threats. 

IFC-IOR (Gurugram) Indian Navy 
Fuses white-shipping information and tracks non-traditional 

maritime risks. 

IPMSC Framework Quad Operational Collaboration 
Coordinates multi-agency maritime surveillance and 

technology integration. 

SeaVision& 

Commercial RF 
U.S.-India Bilateral & Quad Tech 

Fuses multi-source radar and vessel tracking data to expose 

illegal activities. 

Related Static Dimensions  

 Bilateral & Multilateral Groupings: Strategic relevance of the Quad, ASEAN partnership, and middle-power 

cooperation in the Indo-Pacific.  

 India's Maritime Vision: Alignment with SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) and the Indo-Pacific Oceans 

Initiative (IPOI).  

 Non-Traditional Security Threats: Countering IUU fishing, illegal trafficking, piracy, and sea-lane coercion.  

 Infrastructure & Supply Chains: Safeguarding critical Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) to maintain global supply 

chain resilience.  

Conclusion 
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The operational expansion of the IPMDA provides an effective, technology-driven framework to convert raw maritime data into 

actionable strategic transparency. By leveraging institutional hubs like India's IFC-IOR and expanding ASEAN and regional 

participation, Quad nations can ensure open sea routes and protect global trade against coercion.  

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: With reference to the Indo-Pacific Partnership for Maritime Domain Awareness (IPMDA), consider the 

following statements: 

1. It is associated with the QUAD framework. 

2. It seeks to enhance maritime domain awareness through information and technology. 

3. It is a collective defence alliance involving mutual military obligations. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: A) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: "In the Indo-Pacific, Maritime Domain Awareness is emerging as a public good that can simultaneously advance 

security, trade and regional cooperation." Critically examine India's role in this emerging architecture.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page :06 : Editorial Analysis  

https://ifcior.indiannavy.gov.in/home
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GS Paper II:Social Justice 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Questions: "India has largely moved from the challenge of 

school access to the more complex challenge of ensuring equitable access to quality 

education." Discuss in the light of recent school education data.(10Marks, 150 Words) 
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Context :The Unified District Information System for Education Plus (UDISE+) 2025–26 report provides a 

comprehensive mapping of India’s school education system, encompassing 1.47 million schools, 240 million 

students, and 10.2 million teachers. While the data demonstrates macroeconomic strides in Gross Enrolment Ratio 

(GER), gender parity, and foundational infrastructure, it exposes persistent regional and socio-economic fault lines. 

The core challenge facing Indian education has shifted from universal physical access to ensuring spatial, structural, 

and social equity. 

Key Findings & Spatial-Social Disparities 

 Geographic & Administrative Disparities: 

o Student-School Ratios & School Sizes: Large demographic states like Uttar Pradesh carry the highest share 

of enrolment and schools, whereas states like Meghalaya and Himachal Pradesh show disproportionately 

high student-to-school ratios. Average school enrolment spans extreme ranges—from 1,194 in Chandigarh to 

64 in Ladakh. 

o Documentation & Digital Integration: Aadhaar seeding ranges from 99.6% in Andhra Pradesh down to 

35% in Meghalaya (against the national average of 90.2%), affecting targeted benefit delivery. 

 Social Group Dynamics & Enrolment Discrepancies: 

o Category Representation: General category enrolment peaks in urban UTs (Chandigarh, Delhi), ST 

enrolment dominates in the Northeast and Ladakh, SC enrolment is prominent in Punjab, and OBC 

representation is highest in Gujarat and Tamil Nadu. 

o GER Imbalances: At the national level, OBCs record the highest GER (49%), followed by General (27%), SCs 

(17%), and STs (10%), highlighting structural gaps relative to population baselines. 

 Pedagogical Stage & Human Resource Allocations: 

o Stage-Wise Variations: West Bengal leads in foundational/preparatory school proportions (79%), whereas 

Chandigarh emphasizes secondary infrastructure (83%). 

o Pupil-Teacher Ratio (PTR): PTR worsens significantly at higher educational stages. Jharkhand records a 

critical secondary PTR of 43 (followed by UP), compared to Sikkim (6) and Ladakh. 

o Dropouts: Middle-school dropouts peak in Bihar (9%), while secondary-level dropouts are highest in Ladakh 

(14.8%) and Karnataka, driven by geographic terrain and socio-economic friction. 

Related Static Dimensions  
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 Constitutional Provisions: 

o Article 21A: Right to Free and Compulsory Education (86th Amendment Act, 2002). 

o Article 46: Directive Principle to promote the educational interests of SCs, STs, and weaker sections. 

o Article 30: Right of minorities to establish and administer educational institutions. 

 Legislative Framework: 

o Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009: Mandates PTR norms, infrastructure standards, and 25% quota 

for disadvantaged groups in private non-aided schools. 

 Policy Alignments (NEP 2020): 

o Focuses on Special Education Zones (SEZs) for educationally disadvantaged regions. 

o Promotes a 5+3+3+4 pedagogical structure to strengthen early childhood and foundational learning. 

o Emphasizes the Gender Inclusion Fund and targeted inclusion of socio-economically disadvantaged 

groups (SEDGs). 

Systemic Challenges Impeding Educational Equity 

 Infrastructure & Resource Asymmetry: Persistent deficit in digital tools, accessible infrastructure for 

Children with Special Needs (CwSN), and basic amenities in remote border/tribal belts (e.g., Ganjam in 

Odisha, Palghar in Maharashtra). 

 Teacher Allocation Friction: Structural shortage of qualified teachers in rural/remote areas, compounding 

the burden of non-teaching administrative duties. 

 Socio-Economic Barriers: Intersection of poverty, caste, and regional remoteness leading to early dropouts, 

particularly at the secondary level during transitions. 

Recommendations & Way Forward 

 Targeted Spatial Funding: Allocate dedicated resources under Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan to Educationally 

Backward Blocks (EBBs) and remote/border districts. 

 Rationalized Teacher Deployment: Implement dynamic, technology-driven transfer policies to ensure 

balanced PTR across all pedagogical stages, especially in secondary schools. 
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 Inclusive Infrastructure Enhancement: Focus on CwSN-compliant facilities, transport vouchers for hard-to-

reach terrains, and digital connectivity to bridge the rural-urban learning divide. 

 Community & Local Governance Engagement: Empower School Management Committees (SMCs) and 

Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) to monitor attendance, retention, and local resource gaps. 

Conclusion 

The UDISE+ 2025–26 report underlines a vital transition point: expanding school capacity alone is insufficient without 

guaranteeing quality and accessibility for marginalized groups. Fulfilling the mandate of Sustainable Development 

Goal 4 (Inclusive and Equitable Quality Education) and NEP 2020 requires transitioning from universal input-centric 

expansion to region-specific, outcome-oriented educational governance. 

 

 

 

 

 


