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Page 01 GS II : International Relations / Preliminary Examination 

The U.S. House of Representatives recently passed the Lindsey O. Graham Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act of 2026, 

granting the U.S. President the authority to impose up to 100% secondary tariffs on major importers of Russian oil 

and gas. For UPSC GS Paper II (International Relations, Bilateral Groupings, and Agreements involving India) and GS 

Paper III (Economic Development, Energy Security, and Global Trade), this development underscores the complex 

interplay between geoeconomics, energy security, and foreign policy independence.  

 

Key Analytical Points 

 Strategic Autonomy vs. Secondary Sanctions: 

o The legislation places heavy economic pressure on top crude buyers like India and China, challenging 

the strategic autonomy of emerging economies to pursue independent trade policies.  

o New Delhi's official stance emphasizes that energy sourcing decisions for its 1.4 billion population are 

dictated by market forces and national energy security rather than external political diktats.  

 Weaponisation of Trade and Tariffs: 
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o Utilizing tariff authorities up to 100% as a foreign policy tool reflects a shift toward using domestic 

legislative instruments to police global supply chains. 

o This trend complicates ongoing bilateral trade negotiations and creates predictability risks for 

manufacturing and export-oriented sectors in developing nations. 

 Related Static Dimension (Energy Security and the Resource Curse): 

o India imports over 80% of its crude oil requirements, making price volatility and supply diversification 

critical macro-economic variables. 

o Geopolitically, the situation echoes Cold War-era dilemmas of navigating superpower friction while 

safeguarding domestic growth, inflation targets, and foreign exchange reserves. 

 Multilateral Realities and Diversification: 

o While western frameworks seek to isolate Moscow's energy revenues, alternate groupings like BRICS 

emphasize multipolar trade mechanisms, creating multi-layered diplomatic challenges for countries 

balancing ties with both Washington and Moscow. 

Conclusion 

The passage of the U.S. sanctions bill marks a critical turning point in contemporary economic diplomacy. For India, 

maintaining a fine balance between safeguarding vital national energy corridors and managing strategic trade 

partnerships with Western economies will require robust diplomatic engagement, proactive market diversification, 

and unwavering adherence to its core principle of strategic autonomy. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: Consider the following statements regarding secondary sanctions: 

1. Secondary sanctions seek to penalise third-country entities for economic transactions with a sanctioned country. 

2. They necessarily require the sanctioned country to be a party to the transaction. 

3. They can affect countries that are not directly subject to the primary sanctions. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans:B)  
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UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: "The growing use of secondary sanctions reflects the changing nature of economic statecraft in 

international relations." Discuss. (10 Marks, 150 Words) 

Page 04 : GS III: Indian Economy/ Preliminary Examination 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s address at SEMICON India highlights India’s ambition to emerge as a trusted global 

hub for semiconductor and electronics manufacturing. For UPSC General Studies (GS Paper III - Make in India, 

Technology Development, and Industrial 

Growth), positioning the country as a reliable 

alternative against the weaponisation of supply 

chains marks a critical shift in economic strategy.  

Key Analytical Points 

 Mitigating Global Supply Chain 

Vulnerabilities: 

o Modern high-tech industries 

depend heavily on concentrated 

geographic nodes for microchips, 

making them vulnerable to 

geopolitical tensions and export 

restrictions. 

o India is pitching its democratic 

credentials and systemic scale as 

a safeguard to diversify and 

stabilize the global electronics 

value chain. 

 Expanding Policy Frameworks (ISM 

2.0): 

o Building on early project 

approvals, the second phase of the India Semiconductor Mission (ISM 2.0) focuses on six core pillars: 

chip design, fabrication, advanced packaging, equipment/materials, applied R&D, and workforce 

training.  

o Expanding targets—such as supporting 200+ chip-design start-ups and training one lakh specialized 

technicians—aims to shift India from pure assembly to end-to-end "Silicon to Systems" capabilities.  
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 Related Static Dimension (Demographic Dividend & Capital Integration): 

o Successfully transitioning into a high-tech manufacturing economy requires leveraging India's 

demographic dividend through targeted technical education and clean-room training. 

o Capitalizing on global investments (such as multi-billion-dollar commitments from major firms in R&D 

and commercial fabrication) links domestic industrial growth with international capital flows and 

technology transfers. 

 Ecosystem Synergy and Infrastructure Integration: 

o A robust semiconductor ecosystem requires concurrent advancements in logistics, clean energy, and 

raw material access. 

o Integrating high-end manufacturing with modern multimodal logistics—like dedicated freight 

corridors—reduces operational friction and enhances global cost-competitiveness. 

Conclusion 

India’s strategic push into semiconductor manufacturing bridges domestic employment generation with global 

economic security. By fostering a collaborative ecosystem encompassing design startups, academic research, and 

heavy industrial incentives, India is well-positioned to cement its role as an indispensable anchor in the future of 

global technology supply chains. 

 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: With reference to semiconductor manufacturing, consider the following statements: 

1. Semiconductor manufacturing is dependent on highly specialized equipment and materials. 

2. Semiconductor supply chains can become vulnerable when critical stages of production are geographically 

concentrated. 

3. A country possessing semiconductor assembly and testing capability necessarily possesses advanced fabrication 

capability. 

4. Semiconductor security has implications for both economic and national security. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A. 1, 2 and 4 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2, 3 and 4 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: A) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: Why are semiconductors considered a critical component of economic and strategic security? Discuss in the context 
of India's semiconductor ambitions.10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 07: GS II: Social Justice/ Preliminary Examination 

Observed annually on September 17, World Patient Safety Day (with the 2026 WHO theme ‘Safe care for non-

communicable diseases’) highlights that clinical care security extends far beyond basic operational checklists. For 

UPSC General Studies (GS Paper II - Governance, Social Sector, Health Policies, and Human Development), examining 

systemic healthcare challenges is crucial for building robust public health infrastructure. 
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Key Analytical Points 

 Limitations of Checklists and the "Swiss Cheese Mechanism": 

o While surgical pauses ("timeouts") provide a vital final barrier against mistakes, they represent only 

one layer in the Swiss cheese mechanism, where multiple independent safety safeguards must 

overlap to prevent errors. 

o Relying solely on procedural checklists ignores pre-treatment diagnostics, environmental hazards, and 

systemic administrative vulnerabilities. 

 Pre-Treatment and Diagnostic Vulnerabilities: 

o Patient safety begins before treatment through accurate diagnosis. The shift toward "no touch" 

healthcare—where physicians prioritize computer screens over clinical physical examinations 

(palpation, auscultation)—has contributed to a decline in diagnostic precision. 

o Rapid expansions in medical education require stringent quality control to ensure that graduating 

professionals maintain high standards of clinical reasoning and patient care. 

 Related Static Dimension (Public Health and Regulatory Governance): 

o Systemic threats like counterfeit drugs, look-alike/sound-alike pharmaceutical labeling, and 

unregulated prescription duplication highlight gaps in drug administration and regulatory oversight. 

o Environmental risks within aging healthcare facilities—such as faulty electrical wiring, slip hazards, and 

improper biomedical waste disposal—compromise physical safety and fuel Antimicrobial Resistance 

(AMR). 

 Digital Transformation and Multi-Stakeholder Accountability: 

o The digitization of healthcare introduces cybersecurity and data privacy concerns, while the adoption 

of Artificial Intelligence must remain a supportive tool rather than a substitute for human clinical 

judgment. 

o True safety requires a decentralized ecosystem approach, where policymakers, accreditation bodies, 

hospital staff, patients, and families share collaborative responsibility. 

Conclusion 

Ensuring holistic patient safety requires moving past reactive checklists to proactive, systemic healthcare governance. 

By addressing structural gaps in medical education, tightening regulatory drug frameworks, and fostering multi-

stakeholder accountability, India can build a safer, more resilient public health architecture capable of supporting 

vulnerable chronic care patients. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: With reference to the "Swiss Cheese Model" of patient safety, consider the following statements: 

1. It views accidents as the result of a single isolated error by an individual. 

2. It conceptualises multiple layers of defence against hazards. 

3. An adverse event may occur when weaknesses in different layers align. 

4. It highlights the importance of systemic approaches to risk management. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A. 2, 3 and 4 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 1, 3 and 4 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: A)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: Patient safety is as much a governance issue as it is a clinical issue. Discuss. (10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 09:GS II : International Relations / Preliminary Examination 

The debate surrounding the 2026 BRICS Summit in New Delhi centers on whether the consensus-driven New Delhi 

Declaration—marked by pushbacks against unilateral Western sanctions, criticisms of Israeli military actions, and calls 

for financial de-dollarization frameworks—indicates a departure in Indian foreign policy. For UPSC General Studies 

(GS Paper II - International Relations, Bilateral and Multilateral Groupings involving India), examining this discourse is 

crucial for evaluating India's balancing act between the Global South and Western partnerships.  

 

Key Analytical Points 

 Continuity of Strategic Autonomy and Multi-Alignment: 
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o Analysts like Ajay Bisaria argue that the declaration reflects continuity rather than a shift, aligning with 

India's established posture of multi-vector engagement. 

o Multilateral platforms allow nations to voice collective discontent over issues like unilateral tariffs or 

secondary sanctions without disrupting their core bilateral diplomatic ties. 

 Multipolarity Over Cold War Non-Alignment: 

o Experts like Happymon Jacob emphasize that comparing current policy to historical Non-Alignment is 

a misnomer, as non-alignment was designed for weak states in a bipolar era. 

o India’s contemporary objective is to function as an independent pole in a multipolar world, making 

use of plurilateral platforms like BRICS to project strategic independence. 

 Related Static Dimension (The Evolution of India’s Multilateralism): 

o Historically, India’s foreign policy transitioned from idealistic non-alignment (Bandung era) to 

pragmatic alignment, and now to issue-based multi-alignment (engaging simultaneously with the 

G7, Quad, and BRICS). 

o This reflects the realist strategy of maximizing national interest through diverse economic and security 

corridors. 

 Compromise, Consensus, and Optic Realities: 

o Achieving unanimous consensus in an expanded 10-member bloc inherently requires diplomatic 

trade-offs, such as omitting specific references to the Ukraine conflict or accommodating strong 

regional positions on West Asia. 

o While high-profile optics (such as leadership handshakes) capture global attention, tangible policy is 

shaped through quiet, institutional frameworks rather than broad political declarations. 

Conclusion 

The 2026 New Delhi Declaration is less a dramatic ideological pivot and more a manifestation of pragmatic multi-

alignment. By successfully managing diverse global stakeholders under one roof, India demonstrates its capability to 

act as a vital bridge between the Global South and developed economies, anchoring its foreign policy firmly in the 

pursuit of national interest and strategic autonomy. 

 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: What is strategic autonomy? How does India's contemporary foreign policy differ from the traditional concept of 

Non-Alignment? (10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 10:GS II : Indian Polity/ Preliminary Examination 

The renewed political momentum surrounding the Uniform Civil Code (UCC)—with targets set to implement it across 

NDA-ruled states—brings India's long-standing debate over legal uniformity, personal laws, and secularism to the 

forefront. For UPSC General Studies (GS Paper II - Indian Constitution, Governance, and Social Justice), analyzing the 

structural, legal, and sociological facets of the UCC is essential for understanding the balance between fundamental 

rights and directive principles.  

 

Key Analytical Points 
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 Current Status and Legal Landscape: 

o While India possesses uniform criminal and civil codes (such as contracts and taxation), personal 

matters like marriage, divorce, and inheritance remain governed by religion-specific laws.  

o Uttarakhand implemented a state-level UCC in January 2025, while legislative bills passed in states like 

Assam, Gujarat, and Madhya Pradesh await presidential assent, signaling a decentralized, state-led 

push toward Article 44.  

 The Case for UCC (Secularism and Gender Justice): 

o Proponents argue that a UCC is vital to actualizing true secularism by establishing a common set of 

secular personal laws irrespective of religion or caste.  

o The primary justification centers on gender justice, aiming to eliminate discriminatory loopholes in 

inheritance, maintenance, and marriage rights across different communities. 

 Constitutional Tensions and Counter-Arguments: 

o Critics argue that a mandatory UCC can conflict with Fundamental Rights, specifically Article 25 

(freedom of religion) and Article 29 (protection of cultural distinctiveness). 

o Exempting tribal populations from state-level UCC frameworks—to protect indigenous customs—

creates systemic paradoxes, raising questions about selective application versus universal equality. 

 Related Static Dimension (DPSP vs. Fundamental Rights): 

o The framers of the Constitution deliberately placed the UCC under Article 44 in Part IV (Directive 

Principles of State Policy) rather than Part III (Fundamental Rights), recognizing the deep societal 

sensitivities involved in reforming personal laws. 

o Judicial interpretations, including recent observations on constitutional morality, emphasize that 

practices running counter to gender equality and non-discrimination cannot find absolute shelter 

under religious freedoms. 

Conclusion 

Implementing a Uniform Civil Code requires harmonizing the progressive goal of gender justice with the 

preservation of India’s cultural and religious pluralism. Rather than a forced homogenization, a sustainable path 

forward—as recommended by previous Law Commission insights—prioritizes comprehensive internal reforms within 

communities to achieve equality without undermining constitutional trust and minority rights. 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: “Article 44 reflects the Constitution's attempt to reconcile social reform with India's pluralistic social structure.” 
Discuss. (10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper II:  International Relations 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Questions: What is weaponised interdependence? Explain its 

significance for India's strategic autonomy.15Marks, 250 Words) 
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Context 

The intersection of foreign sanctions, global financial networks, and domestic supply chains has transformed 

international economic coercion into a day-to-day domestic governance challenge. As highlighted by recent 

geopolitical friction involving U.S. secondary sanctions and Iranian maritime restrictions, external pressures on trade 

directly impact household energy security and retail markets in India. For UPSC General Studies (GS Paper II - 

International Relations and Government Policies; GS Paper III - Economic Development and Security), analyzing this 

vulnerability exposes the friction between global network hubs and national sovereignty. 

Key Analytical Points 

 The Mechanics of Weaponised Interdependence: 

o Coined by scholars Henry Farrell and Abraham Newman, weaponised interdependence occurs when 

dominant states leverage centralized hubs in global networks (such as SWIFT, New York clearing 

banks, or maritime insurance markets) to project power, conduct surveillance (panopticon effect), or 

choke off trade (chokepoint effect).  

o Secondary sanctions force foreign entities to choose between maintaining banned transactions or 

retaining access to Western financial architecture. 

 Dual-Pronged External Pressures on India: 

o From the West: U.S. legislative moves (such as Operation Economic Outcast and proposed tariffs up 

to 100% on major buyers of Russian energy) target Indian companies, banks with branches in New 

Delhi, and trade pipelines. 

o From West Asia: Iranian maritime authorities listing Indian-chartered vessels and bulk carriers in the 

Strait of Hormuz demonstrate how regional players can weaponize vital physical chokepoints. 

 Related Static Dimension (Institutional Fragmentation in Governance): 

o Foreign policy, trade, banking regulations, and maritime shipping are managed by distinct ministries 

and regulatory bodies in New Delhi. 

o No single department tracks the entire transaction lifecycle—from a New York bank wire and London 

insurance policy to a tanker in the Persian Gulf and an LPG cylinder in an Indian kitchen—exposing 

gaps in cross-sectoral crisis management. 

 Why India Cannot Simply Copy China’s Approach: 

o While Beijing instructs its domestic firms to ignore unilateral U.S. sanctions, China’s massive market 

size, state-directed economic control, and dominance over critical supply chains afford it unique 

leverage. 
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o India’s deeper financial integration with Western economies and critical import dependencies mean 

that blanket non-compliance would impose unsustainable costs on domestic industries, consumers, 

and financial institutions. 

Conclusion 

Navigating the age of economic coercion requires India to institutionalize a unified, whole-of-government approach. 

Establishing a centralized coordinating mechanism—such as an Economic Security and Sanctions Office—alongside 

bolstering domestic shipping insurance pools, expanding strategic reserves, and managing multi-vector diplomatic 

ties will be essential to safeguarding national sovereignty and household welfare. 
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