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Page 01&05:GS II : International Relations / Preliminary Examination 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s bilateral engagements with Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian and Russian President 

Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit in Bishkek highlight India’s 

commitment to strategic autonomy and multi-alignment. Amid escalating regional instabilities—from conflicts in West Asia 

affecting energy security and maritime transit to the ongoing Black Sea crisis impacting global supply chains—India’s 

diplomatic position emphasizes dialogue, peace, and the protection of global commons.  

 

Key Analysis of the Editorial Topics 

 Strategic Autonomy & Strategic Balancing: 

o India maintains robust ties with traditional partners (Russia, Iran) while balancing its strategic convergences 

with Western nations. 

o Inviting both leaders to the upcoming 18th BRICS Summit reinforces India’s role as a bridge between the 

Global South, Eurasia, and the West. 

 Freedom of Navigation & Maritime Security: 
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o Security in the Strait of Hormuz and the Black Sea is critical for Indian seafarers, energy imports, and bilateral 

trade.  

o PM Modi’s stance that civilian seafarers and commercial infrastructure must remain unharmable aligns with 

international maritime law (UNCLOS). 

 Economic and Trade Diversification: 

o Expanding trade baskets with Iran and targeting $50 billion+ bilateral trade targets with Russia reflect 

pragmatic economic diplomacy despite international sanctions regimes.  

 Diplomatic Mediation & Conflict Resolution: 

o Moving from an "endless war to the end of war" signifies India's preference for constitutional mechanisms, 

diplomacy, and de-escalation over unilateral geopolitical aggression. 

Static Dimensions (UPSC Core Integration) 

 GS Paper II: Bilateral, Regional, and Global Groupings involving India 

o SCO (Shanghai Cooperation Organisation): Multilateral regional framework focusing on regional security, 

counter-terrorism, and Eurasian connectivity.  

o BRICS: Global South platform for reforming global governance institutions and economic cooperation. 

 GS Paper II: Strategic Importance of Geopolitics 

o Strait of Hormuz: A vital choke point connecting the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea, 

handling ~20% of global petroleum. 

o Chabahar Port Project: Strategic gateway connecting India to Iran, Afghanistan, and Central Asia, bypassing 

Pakistan. 

 International Law & Conventions: 

o UNCLOS (UN Convention on the Law of the Sea): Guarantees freedom of navigation and innocent passage in 

international waters. 

Conclusion 

India’s foreign policy approach, as showcased in Bishkek, proves that non-alignment has evolved into dynamic multi-

alignment based on national interest. By advocating for peaceful negotiation, protection of maritime supply lines, and 

expanded economic partnerships, New Delhi reinforces its credibility as a "Vishwa Bandhu" (Global Friend) and an 

indispensable power for international stability. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: With reference to India's foreign policy, consider the following statements: 

1. Strategic autonomy implies the ability of a state to take foreign-policy decisions based primarily on its national interests. 

2. Strategic autonomy necessarily requires complete neutrality in all international conflicts. 

3. Multi-alignment allows a country to simultaneously pursue partnerships with different powers on different issues. 

4. India's contemporary foreign policy can involve cooperation with countries having competing geopolitical interests. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1, 3 and 4 only 

C. 2 and 4 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: B)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: “Maritime security is inseparable from India's energy and economic security.” Discuss with reference to the Strait of 

Hormuz and other critical sea lanes.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 05 :GS II : International Relations / Preliminary Examination 

India's categorical rejection of the Permanent Court of Arbitration’s (PCA) ruling at The Hague regarding the Indus Waters Treaty 

(IWT) underlines a major shift in New Delhi’s approach to cross-border water sharing and national security. Following the April 

2025 Pahalgam terror attack, India placed the 1960 treaty in abeyance, asserting that state-sponsored terrorism and 

international treaty obligations cannot coexist seamlessly. India's assertion of non-jurisdiction highlights the friction between 

international arbitration mechanisms and national 

sovereign rights during security crises. 

Key Analysis of the Editorial Topics 

 Procedural Violations & Dual Track Dispute: 

o India contends that the World Bank breached 

the IWT framework by simultaneously 

appointing a Neutral Expert (at India's 

request) and establishing a Court of 

Arbitration (at Pakistan's request) to address 

disputes over hydro-electric projects like 

Kishanganga and Ratle. 

o India maintains that the treaty requires a 

graded, sequential dispute resolution 

mechanism, making the PCA’s constitution 

legally flawed. 

 National Security & Treaty Abeyance: 

o Placing the IWT in abeyance reflects India's 

principle that "blood and water cannot flow 

together." 

o India treats cross-border terrorism as a 

fundamental change of circumstances under 

international law, justifying the suspension of 

treaty obligations to safeguard national 

security. 

 Sovereignty vs. External Arbitration: 

o India's stance that the PCA has "no 

jurisdiction" reinforces that domestic 
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infrastructure projects (e.g., Ratle Hydro-Electric Project) on the Western Rivers are central to regional energy needs and 

non-negotiable under illegally constituted forums. 

 Implications for Regional Water Diplomacy: 

o The impasse weakens the institutional framework of one of the world's most enduring transboundary water-sharing 

agreements, signaling a shift toward realpolitik in South Asian hydro-diplomacy. 

Static Dimensions (UPSC Core Integration) 

 GS Paper II: Bilateral Relations & International Institutions 

o Indus Waters Treaty (1960): Brokered by the World Bank; allocated the Eastern Rivers (Ravi, Beas, Sutlej) to 

India and Western Rivers (Indus, Jhelum, Chenab) to Pakistan, while allowing India limited non-consumptive 

uses (e.g., run-of-the-river hydro projects). 

o Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA): An intergovernmental organization based in The Hague providing 

dispute resolution services, distinct from the International Court of Justice (ICJ). 

 GS Paper II: International Law Principles 

o Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties (VCLT): Articles on Rebus Sic Stantibus (fundamental change of 

circumstances) and treaty suspension due to material breach or security threats. 

 GS Paper III: Security & Infrastructure Development 

o Strategic infrastructure development along border rivers as a tool for regional economic development and 

energy security in Jammu & Kashmir. 

Conclusion 

India’s refusal to recognize the PCA award reinforces its long-standing position that bilateral mechanisms—free from third-party 

intervention and terror threats—are the only valid paths for resolving regional disputes. By upholding strategic clarity over 

hydro-resources, New Delhi balances domestic developmental requirements with a firm international message on cross-border 

security. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: Which of the following constitute the Eastern Rivers under the Indus Waters Treaty? 

A. Indus, Jhelum and Chenab 

B. Ravi, Beas and Sutlej 

C. Ravi, Chenab and Sutlej 

D. Beas, Jhelum and Sutlej 

Ans: B)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question:“The Indus Waters Treaty has historically demonstrated that functional cooperation can survive even in conditions of 

deep political hostility.” Examine its significance and emerging challenges.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 07:GS III : Environment / Preliminary Examination 

The rapid penetration of single-use plastics and multi-layered packaging into India's rural hinterlands has triggered a severe 

waste management crisis. With data on rural solid waste virtually non-existent and international reports estimating that 2 

billion rural citizens gloally lack waste collection, unmanaged refuse routinely ends up in rivers, fields, or open burn fires. The 

operational breakthroughs in Majuli (Assam) and Tawang (Arunachal Pradesh) demonstrate scalable, community-driven 

solutions to decentralized rural waste management, offering crucial lessons for environmental governance. 

Key Analysis of the Editorial Topics 

 Data Deficit & Regulatory Lacunae: 

o Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) tracking primarily 

captures urban streams; rural local bodies lack the 

infrastructure and administrative capacity for waste 

accounting. 

o The Supreme Court's intervention regarding the non-

institutionalization of Solid Waste Management Rules 

highlights a critical gap between policy formulation and 

ground-level execution. 

 Geographical & Logistical Bottlenecks: 

o Majuli (Riverine Island): High transportation costs 

associated with river crossings (ferrying waste across the 

Brahmaputra) require hyper-local processing and linkages 

with regional scrap markets. 

o Himalayan Regions (Tawang/Upper Siang): Rugged terrain 

makes traditional door-to-door collection financially 

unviable. The high cost of long-distance transport (e.g., 

shipping to Tezpur) necessitates maximum segregation at 

source to extract recyclable value. 

 Innovative Governance & Community Ownership: 

o Elimination of primary collection overheads in Tawang via 

monthly, community-led ‘Swachchata Divas’ (segregating waste into 22–35 sub-categories). 

o Institutionalization through local leadership (Gaon Buras, Circle Officers, and religious leaders) and micro-

financing via user fees (₹50/household, ₹100/commercial entity). 

 Circular Economy & Resource Recovery: 
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o Upcycling hard-to-recycle materials (e.g., converting multi-layered plastics into paver blocks) mitigates long-

distance freight costs and supports local circular economy loops. 

Static Dimensions (UPSC Core Integration) 

 GS Paper II: Governance & Public Policy 

o Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) Phase-II: Focuses on Solid and Liquid Waste Management (SLWM) and 

visual cleanliness in villages. 

o 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act (11th Schedule): Mandates Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) with 

sanitation and solid waste management responsibilities. 

 GS Paper III: Environmental Pollution & Degradation 

o Solid Waste Management Rules (SWM), 2016: Enforces source segregation, Extended Producer Responsibility 

(EPR), and localized processing. 

o Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules: Focuses on phasing out single-use plastics and regulating 

multi-layered packaging. 

 GS Paper III: Disaster Management & Ecological Fragility 

o Himalayan and Riverine Ecosystems: Waste dumping in rivers like the Brahmaputra worsens marine plastic 

pollution, aquatic biodiversity loss, and microplastic contamination. 

Conclusion 

The models of Majuli and Tawang prove that rural waste management does not require expensive, capital-intensive urban 

infrastructure. Instead, it relies on community mobilization, behavioral change, robust segregation, and localized financial 

sustainability mechanisms. Scaling these decentralized frameworks across India's Panchayats is essential to fulfilling national 

sustainability targets, preserving fragile ecosystems, and achieving the objectives of Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen). 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: Which of the following is the most appropriate rationale for decentralised waste processing in geographically 

isolated rural areas? 

A. It completely eliminates behavioural challenges 

B. It reduces transportation requirements and allows waste to be processed closer to its source 

C. It makes segregation unnecessary 

D. It transfers all waste-management responsibilities to the Union Government 

Ans:B) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question:“The success of rural waste management depends more on community ownership than on the mere availability of 

infrastructure.” Critically examine.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 09 :GS III : Environment / Preliminary Examination 

While chemical toxicity—specifically non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) like diclofenac—historically caused 

catastrophic declines in Indian vulture populations, expanding power infrastructure has emerged as a major physical threat. 

Recent studies, including research published in the Journal of Threatened Taxa, emphasize that electrocution risks posed by 

medium- and high-voltage transmission lines could drive local raptor populations to extinction. Protecting these apex 

scavengers requires combining infrastructure retrofits with smarter spatial planning for 

carcass disposal. 

Key Analysis of the Editorial Topics 

 Transition in Threat Dynamics: 

o Historical Threat: Diclofenac and other NSAIDs (aceclofenac, ketoprofen) 

caused a ~99.5% population crash between the 1980s and 2007 by 

inducing renal failure in vultures. 

o Emerging Threat: Proliferation of unsafe power transmission networks, 

wide wingspans bridging energised conductors, and perching habits on 

elevated utility structures lead to electrocution. 

 Socio-Economic & Health Cascades: 

o Loss of natural scavengers leaves animal carcasses unconsumed, driving 

increases in feral dog populations and subsequent rabies outbreaks. 

o Economic studies (e.g., American Economic Review, 2024) link vulture 

decline to a 4% increase in human mortality, costing India an estimated 

$69.4 billion annually. 

 Ecological Vulnerability & Habitat Loss: 

o 2025 survey data indicatesvultures nest at only 50% of their historic 

nesting sites, demonstrating high population fragility. 

o Carcass dumping sites near electrical installations create "ecological 

traps," drawing large aggregations of raptors into high-risk zones. 

 Mitigation Strategies: 

o Spatial Interventions: Relocating carcass dumps away from high-tension 

power corridors (e.g., moving dumps >2 km away). 

o Engineering Interventions: Insulating conductors, expanding spacing 

between energised lines/grounded components, and installing bird-safe 

perches or diverters. 

Static Dimensions (UPSC Core Integration) 
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 GS Paper III: Biodiversity & Conservation 

o Critically Endangered Species: White-rumped vulture (Gyps bengalensis), Indian vulture (Gyps indicus), 

Slender-billed vulture (Gyps tenuirostris). 

o Action Plan for Vulture Conservation (2020–2025): National framework aiming to eliminate toxic NSAID use, 

establish Vulture Safe Zones (VSZ), and expand conservation breeding programs. 

 GS Paper III: Environment & Infrastructure Intersections 

o Sustainable linear infrastructure development balancing power grid expansion with wildlife corridor protection. 

 GS Paper II/III: Public Health & One Health Concept 

o Demonstrates the One Health model: ecological disruptions directly impact public health and human longevity 

through zoonotic vector changes (feral dogs/rabies). 

Conclusion 

Mitigating avian electrocution requires proactive coordination between power distribution companies, forestry departments, and 

local municipal bodies. Implementing low-cost spatial fixes alongside targeted grid insulation will prevent further population 

collapse, safeguarding both biodiversity and public health. 

 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: How can India reconcile rapid expansion of electricity transmission infrastructure with protection of vulnerable bird 

populations?(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 10:GS II : Governance / Preliminary Examination 

The legislative transition from the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) to the Viksit 

Bharat — Guarantee for Rozgar &Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB-GRAM G) Act has reignited a fundamental constitutional 

debate regarding the 'Right to Work' in India. Coupled with recent Supreme Court observations on rural minimum wages, the 

discussion highlights the tension between fiscal consolidation, progressive socio-economic rights, and decentralized rural 

governance. 

Key Analysis of the Editorial Topics 

 Constitutional Foundations & Judicial 

Evolution: 

o DPSPs vs. Fundamental Rights: 

Framers of the Constitution placed 

the right to work under Article 41 

(Directive Principles of State Policy) 

due to initial resource constraints, 

balancing aspirational goals with 

financial viability. 

o Article 21 & Precedents: Judicial 

expansion in cases like Olga Tellis 

(1985) linked the right to livelihood 

directly with the right to life. 

Furthermore, Sanjit Roy (1983) 

established that paying wages below 

minimum wage thresholds 

constitutes forced labor under Article 

23. 

o Doctrine of Non-Retrogression: 

Applied in Navtej Singh Johar (2018), 

this doctrine mandates that once a 

state expands social rights through 

progressive legislation, it cannot enact policy rollbacks that dilute those realized rights. 

 Fiscal Decentralization & State Capacity: 

o Shifting financial burdens onto State governments under the VB-GRAM G Act creates operational bottlenecks, 

especially for States operating under strict Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) borrowing 

ceilings. 
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o Fiscal constraints combined with non-demand-driven caps degrade universal access to work, leading to sharp 

declines in rural person-days and household earnings. 

 Macroeconomic Multiplier Effect: 

o Stagnant real rural wages and underfunded employment guarantees diminish rural purchasing power. 

o Counter-cyclical public spending on rural wages boosts effective aggregate demand, generating a positive 

economic multiplier that stimulates rural consumption, industrial production, and overall GDP growth. 

 Governance & Grassroots Empowerment: 

o Effective employment guarantees depend on strengthening Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs), ensuring living 

wages indexed to inflation, enabling timely disbursements, and institutionalizing social audits to curb leakage. 

Static Dimensions (UPSC Core Integration) 

 GS Paper II: Indian Constitution & Rights 

o Part III vs. Part IV Balance: Interplay between Fundamental Rights (Articles 21, 23) and Directive Principles of 

State Policy (Articles 39, 41, 42, 43). 

o Doctrine of Non-Retrogression: A key tool of transformative constitutionalism protecting accrued social and 

economic rights. 

 GS Paper II: Governance & Local Self-Government 

o 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act: Role of Gram Sabhas and PRIs in planning, executing, and auditing rural 

welfare schemes. 

 GS Paper III: Indian Economy & Employment 

o Rural Labor Markets: Trends in real wages, unpaid family labor (particularly among rural women), and 

informal sector absorption capacity. 

o Fiscal Policy: Managing welfare expenditure against statutory deficit targets (FRBM limits). 

Conclusion 

Restoring a legally robust, demand-driven rural employment guarantee is essential for aligning national policy with 

constitutional aspirations. By treating rural employment security not as a fiscal burden but as an investment in human capital 

and aggregate demand, India can reconcile fiscal prudence with social justice, ensuring sustainable economic growth across its 

rural hinterland. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: Which of the following best describes counter-cyclical fiscal policy? 

A. Increasing government expenditure during an economic downturn to support aggregate demand 

B. Cutting all public expenditure during a recession 

C. Maintaining government expenditure at exactly the same level irrespective of economic conditions 

D. Increasing taxes exclusively during periods of high unemployment 

Ans: A) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: “Employment guarantees are not merely poverty-alleviation programmes; they are instruments of social protection 

and economic stabilisation.” Examine.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page :08 : Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper I: Modern Indian History 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Questions: “Gandhian methods of resistance transcended 

the geographical boundaries of India's freedom struggle.” Discuss with reference to the 

Baltic freedom movement.(10Marks, 150 Words) 
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Context : 

Focusing on the 37th anniversary of the 1989 Baltic Way (a 675-km human chain of two million people), the author 

illustrates how Gandhian principles of civil disobedience inspired the Singing Revolution (1986–91) to peacefully 

dismantle Soviet annexation. It bridges historical soft-power dynamics with contemporary diplomatic and economic 

engagements between India and the Baltic region. 

Key Analytical Pillars of the Article 

 Philosophical Transference of Satyagraha: Baltic freedom leaders explicitly adopted Gandhian non-

violence to strip the Soviet regime of its operational consent, drawing direct structural parallels to India’s 

1930 Dandi March. 

 Media and Cultural Education: Mass media, notably the broadcast of Richard Attenborough’s film Gandhi, 

served as a tactical tool for civilian non-violent defense education during Soviet aggression. 

 Historical Rectification: The Baltic Way served as a peaceful protest to expose the secret protocols of the 

1939 Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, which had illegally annexed the Baltics into the Soviet sphere. 

 Evolution into Strategic Partnerships: Shared historical and intellectual links (such as Hermann Kallenbach 

and Antanas Poška) have translated into robust contemporary trade ($1.18+ billion total trade in 2025–26) 

and diplomatic ties in green technology and the blue economy. 

UPSC Static Dimensions & Relevance 

1. General Studies Paper I: Modern Indian History & World History 

 Global Footprint of Gandhian Ideology: Demonstrates how satyagraha transcends geographical and 

cultural boundaries, serving as a template for anti-colonial and anti-authoritarian movements globally (e.g., 

US Civil Rights, South African Anti-Apartheid, Baltic Freedom Struggle). 

 Interwar Diplomacy & World War II: The legacy of the 1939 Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact highlights secret 

diplomacy, territorial annexations, and the erosion of national sovereignty in 20th-century Europe. 

2. General Studies Paper II: International Relations & Governance 

 Soft Power Diplomacy & Cultural Track-1.5: Educational and cultural linkages (monuments to Gandhi and 

Kallenbach in Rusnė, statues in Latvia and Estonia) strengthen India's diaspora outreach and soft power 

projection in Northern Europe. 
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 India–Nordic-Baltic (NB8) Engagement: The Baltic states serve as crucial nodes for India's multilateral 

engagement in the European Union, enhancing economic cooperation across technology, sustainability, and 

maritime security. 

3. General Studies Paper IV: Ethics, Integrity & Aptitude 

 Moral Authority vs. Physical Might: Illustrates the ethical concept that non-violent resistance grounded in 

truth (satya) can disarm aggressive military state power by eroding the oppressor's moral legitimacy. 

 Civilian-Based Defence: Ethical application of non-cooperation and peaceful civil disobedience as a 

legitimate defense mechanism for national self-determination. 

Key Takeaways & Analytical Points 

 Civilian Resistance Strategy: The Lithuanian 1990 Declaration of Republic in Danger codified non-violence 

and non-cooperation as state policy against occupational forces. 

 Historical & Intellectual Bridges: 

o Hermann Kallenbach: Lithuanian-born architect and Gandhi’s close associate in South Africa. 

o Antanas Poška&Vydūnas: Lithuanian scholars who promoted Indian philosophy and Gandhian 

thought. 

 Trade Overview (2025–26): 

o India–Lithuania: $490.61 million 

o India–Latvia: $475.66 million 

o India–Estonia: $219.69 million 

Conclusion 

The Baltic Way stands as an enduring testament to the global efficacy of Gandhian non-violence, proving that moral 

cohesion and peaceful mass mobilization can overcome formidable authoritarian powers. For modern Indian 

diplomacy, this shared heritage provides a strong ethical foundation to expand strategic, economic, and 

technological ties with the Baltic region. Integrating soft power with contemporary economic convergence ensures 

that India’s civilizational principles continue to shape global democratic discourse. 
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