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Page 01: GS III : Environment / Preliminary Examination 

The UNEP's Limiting Overshoot report highlights a critical shift in global climate strategy. With the breach of the 1.5°C 

threshold declared unavoidable, international climate policy is pivoting from pure prevention to managing an "Overshoot, 

Peak, and Decline" strategy. Current commitments under National Climate Plans (NDCs) point toward a peak warming of 1.8°C, 

while actual implemented policies threaten up to 2.6°C warming by 2100.  

This reality introduces compounding costs: severe biodiversity collapse, up to a 14% drop in global food production by 2050, 

and irreversible ecological tipping points like Greenland ice sheet 

degradation. The report emphasizes two critical technical shifts: prioritizing 

short-lived climate pollutants like methane (which accounts for ~0.5°C 

warming) and vastly scaling up Carbon Dioxide Removal (CDR) and nature-

based solutions to reverse the temporary peak.  

Key Takeaways & Analytical Points 

 Paradigm Shift in Climate Governance: Transitioning from "Limiting 

to 1.5°C" to an "Overshoot Management Strategy" acknowledges 

current mitigation failures while attempting to cap peak global 

temperatures.  

 Compounding Costs of Delay: Every 5 years of delayed emission cuts 

adds ~0.1°C to peak warming. Reversing this requires removing 

roughly 220 billion tonnes of CO2 from the atmosphere.  

 Methane as Immediate Leverage: Methane abatement is framed as 

the most effective near-term measure to slow warming due to its 

high Global Warming Potential (GWP) and short atmospheric lifetime 

(~12 years).  

 Carbon Removal Imperative: Nature-based solutions (reforestation) 

and technical CDR must supplement—not replace—direct emission 

cuts to bring temperatures back down by 2100. 

 Equity and Common But Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR):  

Developing nations face higher exposure to climate tipping points, 

demanding greater technology transfer and climate finance from 

historical emitters. 

Related UPSC Static Dimensions 

 GS Paper III (Environment & Ecology): 
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o UNFCCC & Paris Agreement: Article 2 goals (1.5°C vs 2°C limits), NDCs, and the Global Stocktake mechanism. 

o Greenhouse Gases: Radiative forcing profiles of CO2 vs Methane (CH4). Short-Lived Climate Pollutants (SLCPs). 

o Carbon Sequestration: Nature-Based Solutions (NbS), Afforestation, Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage 

(CCUS). 

o Ecological Tipping Points: AMOC (Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation) disruption, cryosphere melt, 

coral bleaching. 

 GS Paper II (International Relations & Governance): 

o Climate Diplomacy: Evolution of COP decisions (from Paris 2015 to Belém COP30 "Global Mutirão").  

o Climate Finance: Loss and Damage Fund, Green Climate Fund (GCF), and transfer of carbon-removal 

technologies. 

Conclusion: 

The UNEP report serves as a pragmatic wake-up call that "overshoot" is no longer a hypothetical risk but a planned operational 

phase. For developing economies like India, this reality demands a dual approach: accelerating domestic mitigation (such as 

methane reduction in agriculture and waste management) while aggressively strengthening climate adaptation and disaster 

risk resilience. Overshoot management must not become an excuse for delayed decarbonization; rather, it makes immediate 

emissions cuts even more urgent to prevent crossing irreversible ecological thresholds. 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: Which one of the following best describes climate overshoot? 

A. Temporary decline in global temperature below the pre-industrial level 

B. Temporary exceedance of a specified warming threshold, followed potentially by a decline in global temperature 

C. Permanent cessation of global greenhouse-gas emissions 

D. Short-term increase in atmospheric oxygen concentration 

Ans: B)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question:Explain the concept of climate overshoot. What are its ecological and socio-economic implications for developing 

countries such as India?(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 08 : GS I & II : Indian Society & Social Justice / Preliminary Examination 

The news "Orthodoxy redux" addresses a recent directive by a prominent Islamic cleric in Kerala restricting Muslim women 

from participating in public religious celebrations, specifically during Prophet Muhammad’s birth anniversary events. The piece 

examines the friction between traditional religious authority and constitutional guarantees of individual liberty, gender 

equality, and public participation. 

While orthodox leaders frame such directives as an enforcement of religious norms and 

tradition, the editorial highlights how religious orthodoxy is frequently leveraged as a 

mechanism of social control over women. It criticizes the reluctance of political parties—

such as the Indian Union Muslim League (IUML)—to unequivocally condemn the decree, 

attributing their silence to political expediency. Ultimately, the editorial argues that 

Kerala's identity as a progressive state is undermined when exceptions are made for 

religious orthodoxy at the expense of women's fundamental rights. 

Key Takeaways & Analytical Points 

 Conflict Between Custom and Constitutionalism: The directive directly challenges 

the fundamental rights guaranteed under Articles 14 (Equality), 15 (Non-

discrimination), and 21 (Right to life and personal liberty) of the Indian 

Constitution, demonstrating how customary or patriarchal directives conflict with 

constitutional morality. 

 Selective Political Ambiguity: The silent or cautious response from political 

entities like the IUML demonstrates how electoral compulsions and political 

alliances can subvert political commitment to progressive social reform. 

 Internal Pluralism within Communities: The Muslim community is not 

homogenous; progressive movements, social media dissent by young Muslim 

women, and increasing female participation in public spheres actively contest 

orthodox decrees. 

 Limits of Religious Freedom: Under Article 25 of the Constitution, the right to 

freedom of religion is subject to public order, morality, health, and fundamental 

rights—meaning religious authority cannot infringe upon individual mobility or 

gender equity. 

Related UPSC Static Dimensions 

 GS Paper II (Polity & Governance): 

o Fundamental Rights vs. Freedom of Religion: The delicate balance between Article 25 (Freedom of 

conscience/religion) and Articles 14, 15, and 21. 
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o Constitutional Morality: The principle that values of justice, equality, and liberty in the Constitution override 

prevailing social or religious dogmas (as affirmed in cases like Sabarimala and Shayara Bano). 

o Secularism in India: Indian secularism as principled distance, where the state retains the mandate to 

intervene in socio-religious practices to reform inequalities and protect individual rights. 

 GS Paper I (Indian Society): 

o Gender Stratification & Patriarchy: Patriarchal tools used to curtail women's public presence, mobility, and 

agency under the guise of tradition. 

o Social Reform Movements in Kerala: The historical legacy of Kerala's socio-religious reform movements (e.g., 

Sree Narayana Guru, ChattampiSwamikal) and modern challenges to these progressive gains. 

Conclusion: 

The directive restricting women’s public participation highlights an ongoing struggle in Indian democracy: ensuring that 

individual fundamental rights are not compromised by religious authorities. While communities possess the right to manage 

their religious affairs, this right remains strictly subordinate to constitutional equality and human dignity. For a state like 

Kerala, sustaining a genuinely progressive society requires political courage, active dissent against patriarchal controls, and the 

uncompromising enforcement of constitutional values over religious orthodoxy. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: Which of the following best describes constitutional morality? 

A. Following the customs historically prevalent in a particular community 

B. Adherence to constitutional values such as liberty, equality, dignity and justice even when they challenge prevailing social 

practices 

C. Giving absolute priority to the majority's social preferences 

D. Restricting all religious practices by the State  

Ans: B) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: “Freedom of religion under Article 25 is subject to the broader constitutional commitment to equality, dignity and 

individual liberty.” Discuss. (10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 08 :GS III : Indian Economy / Preliminary Examination 

The article discusses the economic risks India faces due to proposed US legislative measures—specifically the Lindsey O. Graham 

Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act of 2026. This legislation proposes tariffs of up to 100% on major importers of Russian oil and 

gas, which, combined with existing duties, could increase India's tariff burden in the US market to 110%.  

Using GTAP model simulations, the author contrasts two outcomes: a severe economic contraction under a pure sanction 

scenario versus a strong recovery under an export diversification strategy (modeled via an India-EU Free Trade Agreement). The 

article emphasizes that while energy diversification towards Russia has protected domestic price stability, India must hedge its 

export risks through alternative multilateral agreements and structural domestic trade reforms. 

 

Key Takeaways & Analytical Points 

 Impending US Protectionist Escalation: The proposed US legislation targets third-party nations buying Russian 

energy, putting India—which imports nearly 50% of its crude oil from Russia—at risk of punitive cumulative tariffs up to 

110%. 
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 Quantified Economic Impact: Modeling shows an unmitigated 110% tariff scenario could reduce India's welfare by 

~$47 billion, while contracting GDP, exports (-5.1%), and imports (-5.2%). 

 The Diversification Buffer: Implementing an alternative trade path (such as an India-EU FTA) neutralizes the shock—

turning GDP growth positive, improving welfare by $26.3 billion, and expanding total exports by 3.1%. 

 Limitations of Diversification: External diversification relies on foreign absorption capacity; hence, it must be 

supported by internal supply-side competitiveness and non-tariff barrier reductions. 

Related UPSC Static Dimensions 

 GS Paper III (Economy & Trade): 

o Global Trade Models & CGE: Computable General Equilibrium (CGE) models like GTAP (Global Trade Analysis 

Project) used to estimate macroeconomic trade shocks. 

o External Sector Resilience: Trade balance, Free Trade Agreements (FTAs), Tariff vs Non-Tariff Barriers, and 

Export Promotion Policies. 

o Energy Security vs Economic Risk: Managing the crude import basket, strategic petroleum reserves, and 

international oil pricing mechanisms. 

 GS Paper II (International Relations): 

o India-US Bilateral Relations: Impact of US unilateral sanctions (e.g., Section 301 tariffs, secondary sanctions) on 

India's strategic autonomy. 

o India-Russia Strategic Partnership: Energy ties versus Western diplomatic/economic friction. 

o India-EU FTA Negotiations: Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreements (BTIA) and market access 

dynamics in Europe. 

Conclusion: 

India’s energy strategy of procuring discounted Russian crude has shielded its domestic economy from inflation, but it risks 

triggering severe trade repercussions from key Western markets like the US. To protect its long-term growth trajectory, India 

must pursue proactive trade diplomacy—expediting FTAs with regions like the European Union—while driving internal structural 

reforms in logistics and product quality. This balanced strategy ensures India preserves its strategic energy autonomy without 

exposing its export engine to foreign tariff shocks.  
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UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: Which one of the following best explains trade diversification? 

A. Increasing dependence on a single export destination 

B. Expanding the number of export markets and/or products to reduce concentration risk 

C. Restricting imports from all countries 

D. Replacing international trade with domestic trade 

Ans: B)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question:Energy diversification and export diversification should be pursued simultaneously as complementary components of 

India's economic security strategy. Examine.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 08 :GS III : Indian Economy / Preliminary Examination 

The editorial "Many layers" addresses the recurring vulnerability in India’s agricultural price management, specifically through 

the lens of the onion economy. It exposes the structural flaws in the government's traditional "balancing act"—trying to keep 

food prices low for urban consumers while assuring remunerative returns for farmers.  

The piece criticizes reactive, short-term trade interventions—such as sudden export bans, 

shifting Minimum Export Prices (MEP), and fluctuating export duties—which disrupt farmers' 

decision-making cycles. Despite post-facto procurement price hikes by the Centre during 

supply gluts, small and marginal farmers fail to capture value due to acute storage deficits, 

quality degradation, and distress sales. Compounded by extreme weather shocks and post-

harvest buffer losses reaching up to 30%, the editorial warns that state-level relief schemes 

(like Tamil Nadu's subsidized PDS distribution) could strain central buffers and founder under 

high logistical losses without modern post-harvest infrastructure.  

Key Takeaways & Analytical Points 

 Structural Failure of Reactive Policy: Intervening after market price crashes fails to 

protect primary producers, leading to distress sales as low as ₹1/kg before delayed 

procurement relief reaches the ground. 

 Policy Uncertainty and Market Distortion: Frequent shifts in trade controls (bans, 

duties, MEPs) destroy export predictability, harming long-term trade relationships and 

farmer income security.  

 High Post-Harvest Losses (PHL): Onions are semi-perishable; storage losses of nearly 

30% exhaust government buffers faster and severely undermine market-intervention 

schemes.  

 Logistical Pitfalls of PDS Extension: Using traditional dry-grain Public Distribution 

System (PDS) logistics for perishable horticulture crops like onions runs a high risk of 

operational failure due to storage decay exceeding 10–15%. 

Related UPSC Static Dimensions 

 GS Paper III (Agriculture & Economy): 

o Agricultural Marketing Reforms: Limitations of APMC markets, necessity of 

e-NAM integration, and decentralization of procurement. 

o Supply Chain & Post-Harvest Infrastructure: Role of the Agriculture 

Infrastructure Fund (AIF), Operation Greens ("TOP" to "TOTAL"), cold chain 

logistics, and scientific irradiation storage. 

o Buffer Stocking Mechanisms: Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) price recommendations, 

NAFED/NCCF market interventions, and Minimum Support Price (MSP) shortfalls in horticulture. 

o Issues of Buffer Losses & Food Inflation: Price Stabilization Fund (PSF) management and its impact on CPI-

based food inflation. 
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 GS Paper II (Governance & Public Policy): 

o Targeted PDS vs Perishable Commodities: Policy mechanics and fiscal implications of state-level subsidization 

schemes using existing fair-price infrastructure. 

Conclusion: 

India’s onion trade crisis demonstrates that agricultural price stability cannot be achieved through ad-hoc export curbs, duties, 

or late-stage procurement. A durable solution demands a transition from reactive policy to proactive structural reforms: 

constructing cold-storage and processing infrastructure, establishing predictable trade regimes, and digitizing real-time market 

intelligence. Protecting both consumer purchasing power and farmer livelihoods requires treating post-harvest supply chain 

resilience as an imperative national infrastructure goal. 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: Frequent export restrictions may control short-term food inflation but can undermine long-term agricultural 

investment and export competitiveness. Discuss.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 10: GS III : Indian Economy and Environment / Preliminary Examination 

The article by T. Ramakrishnan critiques supply-side mega-hydrological interventions, specifically the National Interlinking of 

Rivers (NILR) project advocated by the Central government. The piece highlights the operational, legal, and ecological 

limitations of massive water-transfer initiatives by 

contrasting political optimism with ground realities.  

Through examples such as the delayed constitution 

of the Pennaiyar River Dispute Tribunal, resistance to 

the Pamba-Achankovil-Vaippar link, and 

grassroots/tribal protests over the Ken-Betwa link in 

Chhatarpur, the author demonstrates how federal 

frictions, environmental costs, and displacement 

issues derail large-scale engineering projects. The 

analysis concludes that sustainable water security 

requires shifting away from capital-intensive river 

diversions toward demand-side management, local 

conservation, groundwater regulation, and efficient 

agricultural water use. 

Key Takeaways & Analytical Points 

 Institutional Delays in Adjudication: 

Structural delays in setting up tribunals (e.g., 

the Pennaiyar dispute) highlight the 

limitations of existing mechanisms under the 

Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956. 

 Ecological & Federal Resistance: Inter-basin 

water transfer plans encounter resistance 

from lower-riparian or basin-origin states 

(e.g., Kerala’s objections regarding 

Vembanad wetland degradation) due to 

concerns over environmental disruption and 

loss of basin autonomy. 

 Socio-Environmental Costs of Mega-

Projects: Key projects like the Ken-Betwa link face displacement issues, forest submergence (e.g., Panna Tiger 

Reserve), and tribal protests, demonstrating the limits of top-down infrastructure planning.  
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 Shift to Demand-Side Management: Sustainable water governance requires moving away from supply-side 

engineering toward micro-irrigation, rainwater harvesting, crop diversification, and rationalizing agricultural power 

subsidies to prevent groundwater depletion. 

Related UPSC Static Dimensions 

 GS Paper II (Polity, Governance & Federalism): 

o Inter-State River Water Disputes: Article 262 of the Constitution, statutory powers under the Inter-State River 

Water Disputes Act, 1956, and Entry 56 (Union List) vs. Entry 17 (State List).  

o Federal Dynamics: Cooperative vs. Competitive Federalism in shared natural resource governance. 

 GS Paper III (Environment, Geography & Agriculture): 

o National River Interlinking Project: Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), forest clearances, and ecological 

consequences on riverine ecosystems and deltas. 

o Water Resource Management: Demand-side management mechanisms (e.g., PM-KSY 'Per Drop More Crop'), 

micro-irrigation adoption, and groundwater management (e.g., Atal Bhujal Yojana). 

o Agricultural Distortions: The relationship between unmetered/subsidized power, paddy-wheat crop cycles, 

and rapid aquifer depletion. 

Conclusion: 

The debate over interlinking rivers exposes a fundamental divide in Indian water policy: engineering-driven supply expansion 

versus ecologically conscious resource management. Given mounting climate variability, growing federal disputes, and high 

social and environmental costs, mega-diversion projects offer limited solutions to long-term water stress. True water security 

depends on strengthening decentralized conservation, enforcing disciplined groundwater extraction, adopting water-efficient 

agricultural practices, and building robust institutional mechanisms for cooperative inter-state water sharing. 

 

 

 

 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: Inter-State river-water disputes represent a major test of cooperative federalism in India. Examine the institutional 

and constitutional challenges involved in their resolution.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis  
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Context : 

The article by former diplomat Ashok K. Kantha analyzes the outcomes of the 25th round of Special Representatives 

(SR) talks between India and China in Beijing. It critically assesses the "Eight Points of Outcomes and Consensus", 

specifically examining the re-emergence of an "Early and Substantial Harvest" in boundary delimitation. 

The author warns that a piecemeal, sector-by-sector settlement—focusing on easier areas like the Sikkim Sector or 

undisputed parts of the Middle Sector—could undermine India's strategic leverage. Such an approach dilutes the 

mandatory "package settlement" mandate established in the 2005 Agreement on Political Parameters and Guiding 

Principles. Kantha argues that selectively settling aligned sectors allows China to consolidate gains without making 

concessions in the contested Western (Ladakh) and Eastern (Arunachal Pradesh) sectors, while simultaneously 

complicating Bhutan's position and threatening the vulnerable Siliguri Corridor. 

Key Takeaways & Analytical Points 

 Shift from Package Settlement to Partial Delimitation: Pursuing an "Early Harvest" risks abandoning 

Article III of the 2005 Agreement, which demands a holistic, cross-sectoral "package deal" covering all 

boundary sectors simultaneously. 

 Strategic Asymmetry: A partial deal in the Sikkim or Middle Sector forces India to concede ground where its 

claim is strong, while leaving China's maximalist stance in the Eastern and Western sectors unchanged. 

 Trijunction Vulnerability & Bhutan Connection: Settling the Sikkim sector without strictly applying the 

highest-watershed principle (e.g., Mount Gipmochi vs. Batang La) could indirectly cede the Doklam Plateau to 

China, threatening the strategic Siliguri Corridor ("Chicken's Neck"). 

GS Paper II: International Relations 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Questions: “In India–China relations, management of the 

boundary dispute and resolution of the boundary dispute are distinct diplomatic 

objectives.” Discuss.(10Marks, 150 Words) 
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 Procedural and Conceptual Anomalies: Initiating "delimitation" via an Expert Group before the SRs have 

agreed on an overarching "Framework for Settlement" violates the sequence mapped out in Article X of the 

2005 Agreement. 

 Conflation of CBMs with Resolution: Incremental Confidence-Building Measures (CBMs)—such as 

additional border meeting points, river data sharing, and pilgrimage routes—must not be mistaken for 

structural progress on border demarcation. 

Related UPSC Static Dimensions 

 GS Paper II (International Relations & Security): 

o India-China Border Dispute: Historical origins of the Western (Aksai Chin), Middle 

(Himachal/Uttarakhand), and Eastern (McMahon Line/Arunachal) sectors. 

o Border Governance Frameworks: Agreements of 1993, 1996, 2005 (Guiding Principles), 2012 

(WMCC), and 2013 (BDCA). 

o Neighborhood First & Trilateral Dynamics: India-Bhutan-China trijunction issues (Doklam, Jampheri 

Ridge) and their impact on India's net security role. 

 GS Paper III (Internal Security & Strategic Geography): 

o Border Infrastructure & Vulnerabilities: Defense of the Siliguri Corridor and civil-military 

infrastructure along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). 

o Trans-Border River Issues: Hydro-hegemony, upper-riparian dynamics on the 

YarlungTsangpo/Brahmaputra, and the Medog Dam mega-project. 

Conclusion: 

The analysis serves as a strategic warning against prioritizing short-term diplomatic optics over long-term territorial 

integrity. For India, a genuine "Early Harvest" must strictly adhere to the highest-watershed principle, exclude 

sensitive international trijunctions from partial deals, and remain tethered to an overarching, cross-sectoral 

framework as mandated by the 2005 Agreement. Adhering to these core principles is essential to prevent China from 

converting temporary operational CBMs into permanent, asymmetric strategic advantages. 
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