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Page 01:GS II : International Relations / Preliminary Examination 

A new UN world map, associated with the UN General Assembly's "Correct the Map" resolution (sponsored by Togo to 

promote equal-area cartographic projections like Equal Earth), depicts Arunachal Pradesh and Aksai Chin as distinct territories 

situated between separate "Indian" and "Chinese" claim lines. Although India voted in favor of the resolution based on its 

geographic scaling principles, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) clarified that the vote does not constitute an endorsement 

of specific boundary depictions and reiterated that all sovereign Indian territories must strictly align with India's official map.  

Key Highlights & Analysis for UPSC 

 Cartographic Discrepancies: 

o Arunachal Pradesh: Shows its southern border with Assam as 

the "Chinese line" while removing its state border with 

Nagaland, placing its northern limit on the "Indian line".  

o Aksai Chin: Displays eastern boundaries under the "Indian line" 

and western boundaries under the "Chinese line".  

o Unspecified Labels: Unlike the 2011 UN map, these 

demarcations are left as unspecified claim lines without explicit 

explanatory notes on the map.  

 Sovereignty vs. Cartographic Principles: 

o India backed the resolution to support "cognitive justice" for 

the Global South, aiming to replace Mercator projection 

distortions with equal-area representation.  

o MEA emphasized a clear distinction between supporting 

technical map projections and accepting foreign depictions of 

political boundaries.  

 Status of Other Regions: 

o Jammu & Kashmir: Marked with a dotted line indicating the 

Line of Control (LoC), accompanied by an explicit explanatory 

footnote regarding its disputed nature.  

o Kalapani Region: The map reflects India's administrative control over the Kalapani-Lipulekh-Limpiyadhura 

area, aligning with India's stand against Nepal's claims. 

Related Static Dimensions 
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 International Relations & Institutions: 

o UN Mandate & Limits: Maps issued by the UN Geospatial Information Section are non-binding in international 

law but serve as authoritative reference materials across multilateral organizations.  

o Sovereignty & Borders: Border disputes along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) and the historical context of the 

Shimla Accord (1914 McMahon Line) versus China's cartographic aggression. 

 Geography & Spatial Projections: 

o Mercator vs. Equal-Area Projections: The traditional Mercator projection preserves shapes and angles (useful 

for navigation) but severely inflates landmasses near the poles while shrinking equatorial regions like Africa 

and South Asia. Equal-area projections (e.g., Gall-Peters, Equal Earth) correct area proportions to ensure 

geographic accuracy.  

Conclusion 

While India’s support for the "Correct the Map" resolution reflects its commitment to fair representation for the Global South, 

the accompanying UN map highlights ongoing challenges in cartographic diplomacy. To safeguard its territorial integrity on 

global platforms, India must actively engage with UN geospatial bodies to ensure international cartographic standards align 

with official national boundaries.  

UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: The Line of Control (LoC) differs from the Line of Actual Control (LAC) primarily because: 

A. LoC relates to India–China, while LAC relates to India–Pakistan 

B. LoC is associated with India–Pakistan, while LAC is associated with India–China 

C. Both are legally recognised international boundaries 

D. Both refer exclusively to maritime boundaries 

Ans: B)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question:“Cartography is not merely a technical exercise; it can also become an instrument of geopolitical signalling.” Discuss 

with reference to India's territorial disputes.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 05 :GS III : Environment / Preliminary Examination 

In a significant diplomatic and economic milestone, His Majesty’s Treasury (U.K.) has recognized India’s Carbon Credit Trading 

Scheme (CCTS) as a qualifying carbon pricing mechanism under the U.K.’s upcoming Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism 

(CBAM) Regulations 2026. Communicated to the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) under the Ministry of Power, the decision 

includes India's CCTS in the U.K.'s official indicative list of qualifying overseas schemes.  

Key Highlights & Implications for Indian Exporters 

 Prevention of Double Taxation: Indian exporters of 

emissions-intensive goods (e.g., steel, aluminum, cement, 

fertilizers, hydrogen) can offset the carbon costs already paid 

domestically under CCTS against their U.K. CBAM import tax 

liabilities.  

 Lower Tax Burden: UK importers can claim carbon price relief 

for eligible Indian goods, improving the cost-competitiveness 

of Indian exports in the UK market.  

 Operational Verification: Relief relies on UK importers 

providing evidence and undergoing verification procedures as 

per British tax laws to prove the exact carbon price paid in 

India.  

 Alignment with UK CBAM Rollout: Sets up a clear 

operational roadmap ahead of the U.K.’s scheduled CBAM 

enforcement beginning January 1, 2027.  

Related Static Dimensions  

 Economy & Bilateral Trade: 

o CBAM & Trade Protectionism: CBAM is a carbon 

tariff imposed on carbon-intensive imports to 

prevent "carbon leakage" (where production moves 

to countries with weaker environmental laws).  

o Export Competitiveness: Recognition shields India’s energy-intensive export sector from arbitrary trade 

barriers, building on the broader India–UK economic partnership framework.  

 Environment & Climate Policy: 
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o Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS): Established under the Energy Conservation Act, 2001 (amended 2022) 

and administered by BEE, CCTS assigns emission intensity targets to notified industries, issuing Carbon Credit 

Certificates to entities that beat their targets.  

o Carbon Pricing Mechanisms: Market-based instruments that monetize carbon footprints, encouraging 

industries to adopt cleaner tech and transition to net-zero pathways. 

Conclusion 

The U.K.'s recognition of India’s CCTS establishes a balanced precedent for international climate trade negotiations. By 

ensuring domestic compliance efforts are acknowledged on global platforms, India successfully protects exporter interests 

while maintaining momentum toward its national climate and net-zero commitments. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: The term “carbon leakage” refers to: 

A. Leakage of carbon dioxide from underground storage facilities 

B. Relocation of carbon-intensive production to jurisdictions with relatively weaker climate constraints 

C. Loss of carbon credits from a trading platform 

D. Natural absorption of carbon dioxide by forests 

Ans: B) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: “Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanisms represent the growing convergence of climate policy and international trade 

policy.” Discuss their implications for India's export competitiveness.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 06 :GS III :Science and Tech  / Preliminary Examination 

India's steel sector—which accounts for nearly 12% of the country's total greenhouse gas emissions with an emissions 

intensity 32% above the global average—stands at a critical decarbonization juncture. As India's steel production reached ~160 

million tonnes (the second-largest globally), replacing carbon-intensive Blast Furnace–Basic Oxygen Furnace (BF-BOF) systems 

with cleaner Direct Reduced Iron–Electric Arc Furnaces (DRI-EAF) offers a vital window to avoid locking in decades of coal-

based emissions. 

Key Highlights & Analysis  

 Decarbonization Targets & "Green Steel" Norms: 

o National Mission on Green Steel: Aims to reduce emissions intensity from 2.55–2.65 to 2.2 tCO2e per tonne 

of crude steel by 2029-30. 

o Certification Thresholds: Steel produced under 2.2 tCO2e/tonne is certified as "green" (with the cleanest tier 

set at 1.6 tCO2e/tonne). However, India's baseline remains higher than the global average of 1.85 

tCO2e/tonne. 

 The Strategic Shift (BF-BOF vs. DRI-EAF): 

o Current production mix: 43% BF-BOF, 35% Induction Furnace, and 22% EAF. 

o Over 43 million tonnes per annum of blast furnace capacity is due for relining before 2030. Redirecting capital 

toward DRI-EAF instead of relining or constructing new coal furnaces avoids creating high-emission stranded 

assets. 

 Transition Pathways & Hydrogen Integration: 

o Bridge Mechanism: Transitioning to DRI-EAF using natural gas lowers emissions intensity (~1.2 tCO2e/tonne) 

until green hydrogen becomes cost-competitive around 2040–2045. 

o Pilot Projects: The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) funded pilot green hydrogen steelmaking 

projects (~₹400 crore) to build technical feasibility for 100% green hydrogen usage. 

 Global Trade & Policy Drivers: 

o Implementation of the EU's Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) penalizes high-emission steel 

exports, forcing Indian steelmakers to adopt lower-carbon technology to protect international market share. 

Related Static Dimensions (UPSC GS Paper II & III) 

 GS Paper III (Economy & Industrial Policy): 



        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

o Hard-to-Abate Sectors: Heavy industries (steel, cement, chemicals) requiring high-temperature heat and 

chemical reduction where electrification is challenging. 

o National Green Hydrogen Mission: Aims to produce 5 MMT of green hydrogen annually by 2030, serving as 

the core feedstock for zero-emission steelmaking. 

 GS Paper III (Environment & Climate Change): 

o Scope 1, 2, & 3 Emissions: Direct process emissions (Scope 1), purchased energy emissions (Scope 2), and 

supply-chain emissions (Scope 3) targeted by corporate net-zero commitments. 

o Circular Economy: Utilizing steel scrap in EAF units reduces dependence on primary iron ore smelting, saving 

energy and cutting overall process emissions. 

Conclusion Decarbonizing India's steel sector requires shifting away from upcoming coal-furnace capital lock-ins toward DRI-

EAF infrastructure. By pairing timely technology investments with scalable green hydrogen and robust domestic demand for 

low-carbon steel, India can safeguard export competitiveness while advancing its net-zero 2070 targets. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: In the context of climate policy, a hard-to-abate sector is one where: 

A. Emissions can easily be eliminated through conventional energy efficiency 

B. Decarbonisation is technically or economically difficult because of process emissions, high-temperature heat requirements or 

other structural constraints 

C. The sector has no economic importance 

D. Only agricultural emissions are generated 

Ans: B)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question:How can India's green steel policy balance emission reduction, production costs, export competitiveness and 

employment?(10 Marks, 150 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 



        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page 10:GS III :Environment  / Preliminary Examination 

A study led by the ICMR-National Institute of Cancer Prevention and Research (NICPR) highlighted that tobacco-free nicotine 

pouches are reaching urban Indian markets via gig-delivery apps, vape shops, and e-commerce platforms. Following a WHO 

warning on emerging smoke-free nicotine products, the trend has raised concerns regarding India's legal and regulatory 

framework governing these items. 

 

Key Highlights & Legal Analysis 

 COTPA (2003) Coverage: 
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o The Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act (COTPA) governs tobacco products. Because nicotine pouches 

contain synthetic or extracted nicotine without actual tobacco leaf content, they strictly fall outside COTPA’s 

listed statutory definitions. 

 Drugs and Cosmetics Act (1940): 

o Nicotine replacement therapies (NRTs) like gums/patches (<2 mg) are exempted under Schedule K for 

therapeutic use. 

o Central/State drug controllers maintain that non-therapeutic, recreational nicotine pouches qualify as 

unapproved drugs requiring mandatory registration and import licenses, as seen in regulatory actions at 

Mumbai Airport.  

 Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes Act (PECA, 2019): 

o PECA bans electronic nicotine delivery systems (vapes/e-cigarettes). Nicotine pouches do not use heating 

elements or produce vapor, making PECA legally inapplicable to them. 

 Classification as Food (FSSAI): 

o Under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, "food" includes substances intended for human consumption 

or chewing (e.g., gutka/supari rulings). Pouches could arguably be regulated or banned under FSSAI provisions 

barring harmful non-food additives in chewable products. 

 Imports & Duty-Free Retail: 

o DGFT & Customs: The World Customs Organization code (2404 91 30 for oral tobacco-free nicotine pouches) 

classifies them under "Restricted" import categories, requiring specific licenses. 

o Duty-Free Stores: Operating within Indian territorial jurisdiction subjects these outlets to domestic regulatory 

oversight. Unapproved import and commercial sale without proper drug or import licenses violate customs and 

drug control mandates.  

Related Static Dimensions  

 Governance & Public Health: 

o Article 47 (Directive Principles): Mandates the State to bring about the prohibition of the consumption of 

intoxicating drinks and drugs harmful to health. 

o Regulatory Gaps in Public Health: Regulatory lag occurs when modern synthetic/tobacco-free substitutes 

outpace legacy legislation like COTPA (2003). 

 Economy & Trade Regulations: 

o ITC-HS Classification & Trade Policy: Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) uses Harmonized System 

codes to restrict, license, or prohibit non-essential or hazardous imports. 
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o Customs Jurisdiction: The legal doctrine establishing that airport duty-free zones remain subject to domestic 

safety, criminal, and health laws, despite tax-exempt status for customs duty calculations.  

Conclusion 

Nicotine pouches currently occupy an administrative gray zone between tobacco control laws, drug regulations, and food safety 

standards. To prevent potential widespread misuse among youth, a unified notification under the Customs Act and Foreign 

Trade (Development and Regulation) Act—prohibiting their import and commercial distribution on public health grounds—

offers an immediate regulatory solution. 

 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question:“Regulatory gaps emerge when technological innovation advances faster than statutory definitions.” Discuss with 

reference to tobacco-free nicotine products in India.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page :08 : Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context : 

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) recently achieved a major milestone with 

the launch of EOS-05, India’s first geosynchronous Earth observation imaging satellite, 

aboard a Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV-F17). However, this success 

coincides with growing internal union friction regarding the agency's long-term 

restructuring plans. Following the Indian Space Policy (2023), ISRO is gradually transitioning 

commercial tasks to private entities while reorienting itself toward deep-space exploration 

and moonshots. This shift creates a critical debate: Should ISRO prioritize high-tech 

commercial power projections, or return to its founding mandate of leveraging space 

technology primarily as an instrument for socio-economic development?  

Key Analytical Points 

1. Core Dilemma: Developmental Mandate vs. Commercial Expansion 

 Founding Principles: Established under Vikram Sarabhai, ISRO was conceived not 

for geopolitical space races, but to address national socio-economic challenges like 

weather forecasting, agricultural mapping, and rural connectivity. 

 Paradigm Shift: Recent commercial emphasis, startup promotion, and high-stakes 

exploration risk overshadowing grassroots developmental applications (e.g., tele-

education, tele-medicine, disaster management). 

2. Staffing, Privatisation, and Internal Tensions 

 Employee Grievances: Nine ISRO staff associations submitted a joint letter to leadership expressing concerns over 

severe core-function outsourcing, lack of recruitment, and potential job losses. 

GS Paper III:Science & Technology 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Questions: “India's space 

programme must retain its developmental orientation even as 

the space economy becomes increasingly commercial.” 

Discuss.(15Marks, 250 Words) 
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 Policy Ambiguity: While official channels (ISRO and IN-SPACe) state that the agency will not be "diminished" or 

"privatised," they remain silent on long-term civil workforce protection and cadre restructuring. 

 Comparative Model (NASA Lessons): NASA reduced its civil servant workforce from 36,000 during the Apollo peak to 

approximately 14,000 today as private commercial participation scaled up. 

3. Shift in the Private Ecosystem 

 Historical vs. Modern Industry Partnerships: Traditionally, ISRO engaged established industrial majors (e.g., L&T, 

Walchandnagar) for component manufacturing. Current reforms invite venture-backed space startups focused primarily 

on commercial satellite-data-as-a-service. 

 Capital Risk: Relying heavily on short-term foreign venture capital introduces market volatility and risks steering 

satellite missions away from non-profit developmental priorities. 

4. Geo-strategic Realities & China’s Space Stature 

 Global Competition: China’s space program has built a massive state-led and commercial footprint. 

 Strategic Imperative: If India aims to develop a robust space economy by 2035 capable of driving high-tech exports, 

absorption of skilled labor, and value-added geospatial services, structural policy recalibration is necessary. 

Related Static Dimensions  

 Science & Technology: 

o Indigenisation of Technology & Developing New Technology: Evolution of GSLV cryogenic engines, private-

sector participation via IN-SPACe (Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Centre), and NSIL 

(NewSpace India Limited). 

o Space Technology in Service of Human Welfare: Application of remote sensing in precision farming, disaster 

management, oceanography, and regional urban planning. 

 Governance & Public Policy: 

o Institutional Reforms & Public Sector Restructuring: Balancing public-sector job security with private innovation. 

o Policy Implementation: Evaluating the execution and transparency of the Indian Space Policy 2023. 

Conclusion 

ISRO stands at a crossroads between its traditional role as a welfare-oriented state engine and an ambitious driver of a 

commercial space ecosystem. While privatizing routine manufacturing and commercial launch services can foster high-tech jobs 

and global competitiveness, India must avoid chasing hyper-commercial space races at the expense of social utility. ISRO must 
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formulate a clear, transparent human resource and mission roadmap that secures its workforce while keeping space technology 

centered on national socio-economic growth. 

 


