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Page 01: GS III : Indian Economy / Preliminary Examination 

The inauguration of three key sections (326 km) of the Western Dedicated Freight Corridor (WDFC) connecting Dadri (Uttar 

Pradesh) to the Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority (JNPA) in Navi Mumbai marks the full operationalisation of India’s ~2,843 km 

Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC) network. From a Civil Services examination perspective, this development represents a major 

shift in India’s infrastructure, supply chain dynamics, and macroeconomic competitiveness.  

 

Key Technical & Economic Dimensions 

 Logistic Efficiency & Cost Reduction: 

o The dedicated track reduces freight transit time from ~66 hours to ~58 hours between Dadri and JNPA, cutting 

travel times by over 50%.  

o India’s logistics cost currently stands at around 13–14% of GDP; the DFC aims to bring it closer to the global 

benchmark of 8–9%. 

 Modal Shift & Decongestion: 

o By segregating heavy cargo from passenger lines, line capacity utilization on trunk routes drops from 

overburdened levels (115–150%) to optimal limits.  
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o It supports a structural shift from road to rail, targeting a rail freight share increase from ~27% to 45% by 2030 

under the National Rail Plan.  

 Capacity Augmentation & EXIM Boost: 

o Enables operations of heavy-haul, double-stack container trains, where a single train can carry cargo 

equivalent to over 250 trucks.  

o Directly links manufacturing hubs in North and Central India with major Western ports (JNPA, Pipavav, 

Mundra).  

Static UPSC Syllabus Connections 

 Infrastructure (Railways & Logistics): 

o PM Gati Shakti Master Plan: Integrated planning aligning rail, road, and port connectivity. 

o DFCCIL (Special Purpose Vehicle): Set up under the Companies Act, 1956, showcasing public sector execution 

mechanisms and international financing (World Bank & JICA).  

o Industrial Corridors: Complements the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC) by serving as its physical 

backbone. 

 Environment & Sustainable Development: 

o Decarbonisation: Electric-powered heavy-haul corridors lower carbon emissions compared to diesel-based 

road transportation, aligning with India's Panchamrit targets (Net Zero by 2070). 

 Geography & Economics: 

o Spatial Distribution of Industries: Improved freight mobility allows manufacturing hubs to be established away 

from coastal regions without incurring high transportation overheads. 

Conclusion 

The completion of the Dedicated Freight Corridor network transforms India's freight transport from a legacy, shared-track 

model to a modern logistics infrastructure. By drastically cutting turn-around times and lowering transport costs, the DFC 

strengthens multi-modal connectivity, enhances EXIM trade, and acts as a multiplier for national industrial growth.  
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UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: Double-stack container trains are particularly advantageous because they: 

A. Carry two locomotives instead of one 

B. Allow containers to be stacked vertically, increasing freight-carrying capacity per train 

C. Operate simultaneously on two railway tracks 

D. Carry only passenger containers 

Ans: B)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question:“Dedicated Freight Corridors can transform India's logistics architecture from capacity-constrained transportation to 

integrated supply-chain infrastructure.” Discuss.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 04 : GS II : International Relations  / Preliminary Examination 

The virtual briefing by Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov ahead of the 18th BRICS Summit in New Delhi highlights the 

evolving strategic, economic, and diplomatic ties between India and Russia. Against the backdrop of the prolonged conflict in 

Eastern Europe, the engagement reflects India's position as a mediator and non-aligned economic actor balancing ties 

between the Global South and Western powers.  

Key Highlights of the Briefing 

 Peaceful Resolution to Ukraine Conflict: 

o Russia welcomed India's constructive role in 

mediating peace, noting that both nations share 

a common stance on resolving the dispute 

through diplomatic means.  

o Addressal of the discharge of 24 Indian nationals 

currently deployed in frontline forces who were 

fraudulently recruited. 

 Upcoming Bilateral Summit &Defence Ties: 

o Bilateral talks between Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi and President Vladimir Putin are scheduled 

prior to the BRICS Leaders' Summit.  

o Key topics on the agenda include technology 

transfer for Su-57 fighter jets, joint production of 

BrahMos missiles, and fulfillment of remaining S-

400 missile system deliveries.  

 Energy Trade & De-Dollarisation: 

o Bilateral energy imports have reached record highs despite Western pressure.  

o Over 90% of trade within BRICS members is conducted using national currencies, framed by Moscow as a mechanism 

for economic stability rather than anti-dollar hostility.  

Static UPSC Syllabus Connections 

 Bilateral, Regional, and Global Groupings (India & Its Neighbourhood / Major Powers): 

o Special & Privileged Strategic Partnership: Underlines the defense-heavy relationship established through 

defense platforms (Su-57, S-400) and civil nuclear energy collaboration (Kudankulam). 
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o Strategic Autonomy & Multi-alignment: Demonstrates India's foreign policy doctrine—maintaining trade ties 

with Russia while managing relations with Western partners like the U.S. 

 International Institutions (BRICS): 

o BRICS Governance: Examines the institutional evolution of BRICS as an economic grouping navigating internal 

dynamics (such as West Asian regional developments) and expanding trade in local currencies. 

 Security & Human Mobility: 

o Human Trafficking & Overseas Indian Diaspora: Highlights the MEA's consular mechanisms and legal 

frameworks required to prevent forced recruitment in foreign military operations. 

Conclusion 

The Russia-India engagement ahead of the BRICS Summit illustrates India's effort to navigate complex global geopolitics. By 

prioritizing diplomatic resolution in Ukraine, safeguarding its energy security, and protecting the welfare of its overseas 

citizens, India continues to utilize its strategic autonomy to foster regional stability and multi-polar cooperation. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: Which of the following best describes de-dollarisation? 

A. Complete elimination of the US dollar from international trade 

B. Replacement of all national currencies by a common BRICS currency 

C. Reduction of excessive dependence on the US dollar through greater use of alternative currencies and payment mechanisms 

D. Prohibition of dollar-denominated international transactions 

Ans: C) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: “India-Russia relations are undergoing a transition from a predominantly defence-centric partnership towards a 

broader strategic and economic relationship.” Discuss.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 07:GS III : Science and Tech  / Preliminary Examination 

The CosmoCube mission led by the Royal Astronomical Society (RAS) and India's PRATUSH project represent a technological 

frontier in observational cosmology. By placing radio radiometers in lunar orbit, these missions leverage the Moon’s far side as 

a natural shield against terrestrial Radio Frequency Interference (RFI) and ionospheric distortion to study the universe's 

formative epochs.  

 

Key Scientific & Technical Aspects 

 Targeting the 21-cm Neutral Hydrogen Line: 

o Neutral hydrogen atoms emit radiation at a rest frequency of 1,420 MHz (21-cm wavelength) via a quantum 

transition known as a spin-flip.  

o Due to cosmological redshift (z), this signal from the early universe is stretched across space and time, shifting 

into low frequencies (10–200 MHz).  
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 Probing Unexplored Cosmic Eras: 

o Cosmic Dark Ages (380k – 200m years post-Big Bang): The period when the universe was cold, dark, and filled 

with neutral hydrogen gas before the first stars formed. 

o Cosmic Dawn &Reionisation (150m – 1b years post-Big Bang): The era when the first luminous stars and 

galaxies emerged, emitting UV radiation that reionised surrounding hydrogen.  

 Experimental Hurdles & The Lunar Advantage: 

o Signal Suppression: Foreground galactic emissions (synchrotron radiation) are thousands of times stronger 

than the cosmic 21-cm signal. 

o Lunar Far-Side Solution: Operates in total radio isolation behind the Moon during orbit, collecting pristine data 

and buffering it for downlink when passing the near side facing Earth.  

Static UPSC Syllabus Connections 

 Science & Technology (Space & Astrophysics): 

o India's Space Initiatives (PRATUSH): Developed by the Raman Research Institute (RRI) in collaboration with 

ISRO, PRATUSH (Probing ReionisATion of the Universe using Signal from Hydrogen) demonstrates indigenous 

capability in space-based radio astronomy.  

o Fundamental Physics & Cosmology: Covers atomic physics (spin-flip transitions), the Cosmic Microwave 

Background (CMB), redshift phenomena, and the Hubble Tension. 

 Security & Technology (Electromagnetic Spectrum Management): 

o Radio Frequency Interference (RFI): Highlights the impact of anthropogenic radio noise and satellite 

constellations on ground-based astronomy, justifying multi-billion dollar space and lunar observatories. 

Conclusion 

Orbiting lunar radiometers like CosmoCube and PRATUSH mark a shift toward deep-space radio astronomy. By overcoming 

Earth's ionospheric barrier and radio noise, these missions offer a direct method to map the Cosmic Dark Ages and refine 

fundamental parameters describing the origin and expansion of the universe.  
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UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: The term “Cosmic Dark Ages” refers to: 

A. The period before the formation of the universe 

B. The period after recombination but before the emergence of the first luminous stars 

C. The period after complete reionisation of the universe 

D. The period dominated by black holes following galaxy formation 

Ans: B)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question:What is the significance of the 21-cm neutral hydrogen line in studying the early universe? Explain the role of 

cosmological redshift in making this signal observable at low radio frequencies.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 08:GS II : Governance / Preliminary Examination 

The editorial highlights the tension between national infrastructure goals and constitutional safeguards for forest-dependent 

Scheduled Tribes (STs). The debate stems from a Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Undertakings recommendation 

proposing that a "qualified super-majority" (70–75% consent of affected Gram Sabhas) replace unanimous Gram Sabha consent 

for forest land diversion. Coupled with the Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs' stance disclaiming jurisdiction over Stage-II forest 

clearances, this proposal threatens to weaken the legal autonomy of local indigenous 

assemblies.  

Key Highlights & Issues Raised 

 Dilution of Veto Power (The 70–75% Proposal): 

o Replaces total community consent with a qualified super-majority.  

o Risk: Developer entities can bypass a directly impacted village (e.g., 

submerged under a reservoir) if less-affected neighboring villages 

approve the proposal. 

 Institutional Governance & Jurisdictional Vacuum: 

o The Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) claimed that obtaining Gram 

Sabha consent for Stage-II forest clearance falls outside its purview under 

the Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006.  

o Critics point out that as the nodal ministry for FRA, MoTA's recusal leaves 

tribal communities vulnerable to administrative workarounds by the 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC).  

 Demographic Engineering & Alienation: 

o Altering demographic criteria or splitting village boundaries dilutes tribal 

consensus, facilitating artificial consent for industrial projects like the 

long-pending Teesta-IV Hydroelectric Project.  

Static UPSC Syllabus Connections 

 Governance, Constitution, & Tribal Rights: 

o Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006: Recognizes individual and community forest rights (CFR). The Gram Sabha serves 

as the primary statutory body to initiate rights recognition and issue No-Objection Certificates (NOCs) prior to 

land diversion.  

o Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act (PESA), 1996: Mandates mandatory consultation and consent of 

Gram Sabhas in Fifth Schedule areas regarding land acquisition, rehabilitation, and resource management.  

o Judicial Precedents: The landmark Niyamgiri Judgement (2013) established that Gram Sabha consent is 

mandatory before forest land can be diverted for non-forest industrial purposes.  
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 Environment & Sustainable Development: 

o Forest Conservation Act (FCA), 1980 / Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rules: Dictates Stage-I and Stage-II 

forest clearance processes, where compliance with FRA processes remains a legal prerequisite.  

o Rights-Based Conservation: Affirms that forest-dwelling Scheduled Tribes act as natural stewards, aiding India's 

climate obligations (e.g., net-zero emission targets and creation of carbon sinks).  

Conclusion 

Bypassing Gram Sabha consent under the guise of procedural simplification undermines participatory democracy and 

constitutional guarantees granted under the Fifth Schedule and PESA. Achieving macroeconomic goals and building 

infrastructure should not occur by disenfranchising forest-dwelling communities. True development requires a rights-respecting 

framework that upholds local veto power, ensures complete recognition of community forest rights, and strengthens Gram 

Sabhas as autonomous democratic institutions.  

 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: “The Gram Sabha is not merely an administrative consultative body but an instrument of participatory self-

governance in Scheduled Areas.” Discuss in the context of PESA and the Forest Rights Act.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 10: GS I : Indian Society / Preliminary Examination 

The notification of the 40-question Household Schedule for the upcoming Census has sparked a public debate 

regarding statistical integrity, data privacy, and purpose deviation. While traditional censuses aggregate macro-level 

demographic data for policy formulation, the inclusion of granular personal identity fields (such as parent details, 

bank account counts, and official identity numbers) raises concerns over a shift from purely anonymous statistical 

compilation to individualized tracking.  

 

Key Technical & Methodological Concerns 
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 Data Confidentiality vs. Personal Identifiers: 

o UN Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics (Principle 6): Mandates that individual data 

collected by statistical agencies must remain strictly confidential and be used exclusively for 

aggregate statistical output. 

o Risk of Individual Tracking: Collecting specific identity numbers (like Aadhaar, Voter ID, Passport) 

and parental particulars introduces individual-level linkage. Historically, Indian Census databases 

never computerised or stored individual names or identity numbers for cross-referencing.  

 Operational & Data Quality Challenges: 

o Respondent & Enumerator Fatigue: Expanding the schedule to 40 complex questions increases the 

time spent per household, risking casual or inaccurate responses. 

o Information Asymmetry: Household respondents (often single family members or hostel wardens) 

may lack access to exact personal identification numbers or bank account counts for all resident 

members. 

 Overlap with National Population Register (NPR): 

o The collection of permanent addresses, parental names, and identity documents mirrors data points 

required for updating the NPR. Using a statistical exercise (Census under the Census Act, 1948) to 

feed administrative registers created under different legal frameworks raises procedural and privacy 

questions.  

Static UPSC Syllabus Connections 

 Governance, Rights, & Policy Implementation: 

o Census Act, 1948: Provides the statutory framework for data collection while promising legal 

confidentiality to respondents against judicial or tax scrutiny. 

o Right to Privacy (K.S. Puttaswamy Judgement, 2017): Reaffirms data minimisation, purpose limitation, 

and storage limitation as essential safeguards under Article 21. 

 Statistics & Public Policy: 

o National Statistical System: Alignment with UN Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics to ensure 

public trust and unbiased data collection. 



        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

o Data Governance Framework: Balancing evidence-based policy formulation with secure, de-identified 

data processing. 

Conclusion 

The decennial Census is the bedrock of national planning, delimitation, and resource allocation. To preserve the trust 

of respondents and ensure high-quality socio-economic data, statistical collection must remain strictly decoupled 

from administrative population registers. Upholding data anonymisation and purpose limitation is essential to 

safeguard civil liberties while fulfilling public policy objectives. 

 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: “The effectiveness of inflation targeting depends critically on the structural characteristics of the economy in which it 

is applied.” Examine with reference to India (10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper II: Internatioal Relations 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Questions: “India–Japan strategic partnership is moving 

from convergence of interests to convergence of capabilities.” Discuss.(15Marks, 250 

Words) 
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Context : 

The bilateral visit of Japanese Defence Minister Shinjiro Koizumi to India in August 2026 marks a pivotal transition in India-Japan 

defense relations—shifting the focus from diplomatic declarations to concrete operational integration. By focusing on joint naval 

equipment transfer, maintenance infrastructure, and enhanced operational exercises, both Indo-Pacific powers aim to translate 

shared strategic objectives into practical defense capabilities.  

Key Highlights of the Bilateral Engagement 

 Transition to Operational Capability: 

o Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA): Establishes an information-sharing network to bridge Japan’s 

operational focus in the East China Sea and Taiwan Strait with India’s primary area of interest in the Indian 

Ocean.  

o Defence-Industrial Integration: Explores joint naval shipbuilding and maintenance, leveraging Japanese 

technical precision alongside India's production capacity under the Make in India framework.  

o UNICORN System Transfer: Implementation of the UNICORN (Unified Complex Radio Antenna) integrated 

stealth communication mast project, serving as a flagship initiative for bilateral defense technology transfer.  

 Expanded Operational Scope: 

o Naval Port Call in Mumbai: Minister Koizumi’s visit to the Western Naval Command and INS Chennai in 

Mumbai underscores Japan’s expanding operational interest in the western Indian Ocean, extending beyond the 

traditional eastern seaboard.  

o Veer Guardian 2026: Scheduled for September 2026 at Air Force Station Jodhpur, this exercise marks the first 

time Japanese F-2A fighter aircraft will operate directly from an Indian airbase.  

o Institutional Evolution: Plans to integrate Special Operations Forces and coordinate with India's emerging 

Integrated Theatre Commands.  

Static UPSC Syllabus Connections 

 Bilateral, Regional, and Global Groupings (India & Major Powers): 

o Special Strategic and Global Partnership: Underpins defense alignment across multilateral groupings like the 

Quad (India, Japan, US, Australia) to preserve a Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP).  

o Logistics & Military Agreements: Builds upon the Reciprocal Provision of Supplies and Services (2020) 

framework to facilitate mutual port access and logistical support. 

 Security &Defence Technology: 
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o Indigenisation& Make in India: Facilitates defense technology transfers via DRDO and Japan’s Acquisition, 

Technology & Logistics Agency (ATLA) to develop domestic manufacturing ecosystems. 

o Maritime & Sea Lines of Communication (SLOC) Security: Safeguards vital Indo-Pacific trade corridors against 

unilateral revisionism and anti-access/area-denial (A2/AD) challenges. 

Conclusion 

The evolution of India-Japan defense ties reflects a maturity that moves beyond static summits toward functional military and 

industrial integration. By linking defense-industrial capacity with joint operational training, New Delhi and Tokyo are establishing 

a balanced, multi-faceted regional security architecture across the Indo-Pacific. 

 

 

 

 


