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Page 01 GS II & III : IR and Indian Economy / Preliminary Examination 

The recent horrific gang rape of a minor in a public park in southeast Delhi, perpetrated by individuals falsely posing 

as law enforcement officers, brings to light deep-seated structural gaps in urban policing and public spaces 

management. For the UPSC Civil Services Examination, this incident serves as a crucial case study for GS Paper-II 

(Governance, Vulnerable Sections, and Law & Order) and GS Paper-III (Internal Security).  

 

Key News Context 

 The Incident: Three men exploited poor environmental design and inadequate lighting at Astha Kunj Park to 

isolate and assault a 17-year-old girl under the pretext of police interrogation.  
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 Institutional Response & Action: Swift police intervention led to the arrest of all accused under the 

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, alongside 

administrative scrutiny over urban safety lapses. 

Deep Analysis & UPSC Static Dimensions 

 The Phenomenon of Impersonation and Extortion: 

o Criminals frequently weaponize institutional authority, utilizing official jargon and intimidation tactics 

in isolated public zones to prey on citizens—particularly youth—fearing social stigma or legal reprisal. 

o This erodes public trust in law enforcement agencies and highlights a breakdown of beat-policing 

deterrence in public recreational spaces. 

 Static Dimension: Urban Design and "Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design" (CPTED): 

o C-PACE & Infrastructure Deficits: Parks with broken boundary walls, dense unmonitored shrubbery, 

and absent CCTVs transform into safe havens for anti-social elements. Urban planning in metropolitan 

cities often neglects safety audits for public utilities. 

o Vulnerability of Minors: The recurrence of crimes against children emphasizes that existing child-

protection frameworks require rigorous ground-level enforcement rather than purely reactive 

legislative amendments. 

 Static Dimension: Legal and Institutional Safeguards: 

o POCSO Act, 2012: Provides stringent punishments, child-friendly reporting mechanisms, and shifts 

the burden of proof in specific contexts to protect minors. 

o BNS Provisions: Incorporates stringent timelines and expanded definitions for sexual offenses, 

aiming to fast-track criminal justice delivery. 

Way Forward 

 Smart Urban Policing: Mandate regular foot patrols, installation of high-definition CCTV coverage, and 

emergency panic buttons in major urban parks and transit hubs. 

 Civic Accountability: Fix administrative responsibility for maintaining perimeter security, lighting, and 

functional entry/exit gates in public spaces managed by civic bodies. 

 Community Engagement: Implement awareness programs to educate adolescents about their rights during 

interactions with persons claiming to be law enforcement personnel. 

Conclusion 
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Ensuring the safety of women and children in urban spaces requires shifting from isolated, reactive crackdowns to an 

integrated framework combining secure urban architecture, vigilant community policing, and swift judicial 

accountability. Protecting the vulnerable is fundamental to upholding the constitutional promise of dignity and 

equality. 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: With reference to the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The Act provides for special procedures for recording the statement of a child. 

2. The Act is applicable only when the victim is a girl child. 

3. The Act provides for special courts for the trial of offences under the Act. 

4. The Act incorporates provisions intended to make the judicial process more child-friendly. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: a)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: “Protection of children from sexual offences requires not only stringent laws but also effective institutional 

implementation and safer public spaces.” Discuss. (10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 06 : Prelims Exams 

President Droupadi Murmu’s address at the 72nd National Film Awards ceremony, emphasizing ethical 

responsibilities, labour welfare, and gender representation in cinema, highlights the intersection of art, governance, 

and societal ethics. For the UPSC Civil Services Examination, this topic is relevant for General Studies Paper-IV (Ethics, 

Integrity, and Aptitude — Corporate and Media Ethics) and General Studies Paper-I/II (Indian Society and Women 

Empowerment). 

 

Key News Context 
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 The Appeal: The President urged prominent film artistes to refrain from endorsing products harmful to 

public health (such as tobacco, high-sugar products, or surrogate goods), stressing that youth heavily 

emulate celebrity lifestyles. 

 Welfare and Inclusion: The address called for institutional social security for backstage workers and small-

scale artistes, alongside greater participation of women on award selection juries. 

Deep Analysis & UPSC Static Dimensions 

 Media Ethics and Celebrity Endorsements: 

o Social Influence & Asymmetric Power: Celebrities possess immense cognitive capture over 

impressionable youth. Endorsing unhealthful products creates moral hazards, conflicting with public 

health goals like the National Health Mission and POSHAN Abhiyaan. 

o Regulatory Scrutiny: The Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) guidelines mandate that 

celebrity endorsers exercise due diligence, making misleading endorsements a legal and ethical 

violation under consumer protection laws. 

 Static Dimension: The Creative Economy and Labor Rights: 

o Informal Workforce Vulnerability: The entertainment sector heavily relies on contractual, 

unorganized labor—spot boys, junior artists, technicians, and daily-wage crew members—who often 

lack social security, medical insurance, or formal employment contracts. 

o Labour Codes Integration: Bringing creative production units under formal occupational safety, 

health, and working conditions codes is essential for safeguarding marginalized workers within the 

multi-billion-dollar media industry. 

 Static Dimension: Soft Power and Cultural Diplomacy: 

o Cinema acts as India’s primary cultural soft power vector globally. Ethical storytelling and value-driven 

narratives enhance national branding, promoting national integration and social values ("Ek Bharat, 

Shreshtha Bharat"). 

Way Forward 

 Self-Regulation and Codes of Conduct: Film bodies and guilds should establish internal ethical charters 

barring members from endorsing public health hazards and ensuring fair minimum wages for crew members. 

 Institutionalizing Welfare Boards: State governments should establish dedicated welfare boards for cine-

workers to manage provident funds, health insurance, and insurance coverage against workplace hazards. 

 Inclusive Governance: Diversifying award juries and technical committees to include gender representation 

ensures balanced artistic evaluation and promotes gender-sensitive content creation. 
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Conclusion 

Art carries profound social resonance and moral accountability. Transitioning the entertainment industry toward 

ethical endorsements, labor dignity, and inclusive representation is crucial for ensuring that creative capital fosters 

holistic national development rather than public harm. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: With reference to celebrity endorsements in India, consider the following statements: 

1. Celebrity endorsers may have obligations under consumer protection law regarding misleading advertisements. 

2. Endorsers are expected to exercise due diligence in relation to claims made in advertisements. 

3. Celebrity endorsement is completely outside the regulatory framework governing advertisements. 

4. The Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) has powers relating to misleading advertisements. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: a) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: Celebrity endorsements involve a conflict between commercial freedom and social responsibility. Discuss the 
ethical issues involved when influential personalities endorse products that may adversely affect public health.Marks, 150 

Words) 

 

 

 

 

 



        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page 07: GS III: Indian Economy  & Environment/ Preliminary Examination 

With India scaling up its renewable energy targets to achieve net-zero emissions by 2070, acquiring vast tracts of 

land for ground-mounted solar projects has become a major socio-economic and logistical challenge. Canal-Top 

Photovoltaics (CTPV) presents an innovative, land-neutral alternative. For the UPSC Civil Services Examination, this 

topic is vital for General Studies Paper-III (Environment, Conservation, and Infrastructure). 

 

Key News Context 
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 The Potential: India possesses an extensive canal network, with recent assessments estimating the potential 

for CTPV and canal-bank solar at roughly 131 GW across states like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Punjab. 

 Policy & State Initiatives: Following early pioneering projects in Gujarat and Punjab, states like Punjab and 

Haryana are renewing interest through new proposals, supported by broader land-neutral solar frameworks 

like the PM Surya Sarovar Yojana (PM-SSY). 

Deep Analysis & UPSC Static Dimensions 

 Dual Ecological and Economic Benefits: 

o Land Conservation: CTPV eliminates land acquisition costs, litigation delays, and agrarian 

displacement by utilizing existing water infrastructure. 

o Water Security & Efficiency: Covering canals with solar panels significantly mitigates water loss via 

evaporation—a critical asset for water-stressed agricultural states. Furthermore, the micro-climatic 

cooling effect of flowing water beneath enhances photovoltaic efficiency. 

 Static Dimension: Structural and Engineering Challenges: 

o High Capital Expenditure (CapEx): Elevated heavy-duty structures, reinforced foundations, and extra 

structural steel required to span canals make CTPV substantially more expensive than conventional 

ground-mounted solar farms. 

o Operations and Maintenance (O&M) Bottlenecks: Cleaning panels, managing repairs over active 

water bodies, and navigating the linear, irregular geometry of canals complicate grid connectivity and 

substation alignment. 

 Static Dimension: India's Renewable Energy Strategy: 

o Aligns with India's Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris Agreement to expand 

non-fossil fuel capacity and promote decentralized, innovative green technologies. 

Way Forward 

 Targeted Financial Incentives: Reintroduce robust capital subsidies, viability gap funding (VGF), and low-

interest green financing specifically dedicated to offset the high structural costs of CTPV. 

 Technological Innovation: Standardize modular, lightweight, and corrosion-resistant mounting frameworks 

designed to withstand high wind loads and adapt easily to winding canal paths. 

 Integrated Infrastructure Planning: Align future canal modernization projects executed by state irrigation 

departments with CTPV deployment blueprints to minimize retrofitting expenses. 
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Conclusion 

Canal-top photovoltaics transform traditional water management assets into dual-purpose clean energy generators, 

addressing both land scarcity and water conservation. Scaling this technology requires dedicated financial backing 

and technological innovation to turn niche pilot projects into a mainstream pillar of India's green energy transition. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: With reference to Canal-Top Photovoltaics (CTPV), consider the following statements: 

1. CTPV involves installing solar photovoltaic panels over canals or canal-related infrastructure. 

2. It can reduce the requirement for additional land for solar power generation. 

3. It can potentially reduce evaporation losses from exposed canal water. 

4. CTPV necessarily eliminates all environmental impacts associated with solar power generation. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 4 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: a)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: Canal-Top Photovoltaics offers the possibility of addressing both land constraints and water losses 

associated with conventional solar expansion. Examine its potential and limitations in India. (10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 08:GS III : Environment/ Preliminary Examination 

Punjab’s severe agrarian and ecological crisis—marked by a staggering groundwater extraction rate of 152%—is no 

longer just an environmental challenge; it is a critical socio-economic threat. For the UPSC Civil Services Examination, 

this issue holds high relevance for General Studies Paper-III (Agriculture, Economic Development, Environment, and 

Resources) and General Studies Paper-II (Governance and Welfare Schemes). 

Key News Context 

 The Crisis: Recent assessments show 72% of Punjab's blocks remain in the 'red 

zone' due to intensive rice-wheat cultivation heavily reliant on free/subsidized 

electricity and groundwater irrigation. 

 The Agrarian Divide: Ground studies indicate that depleting water tables 

disproportionately harm small and marginal farmers who cannot afford deeper 

tube wells, forcing them to buy water from wealthy landowners and deepening 

rural inequality. 

Deep Analysis & UPSC Static Dimensions 

 The Roots of the Food-Water Nexus: 

o Green Revolution Legacy: Historical policy incentives (assured 

Minimum Support Prices, free electricity, and procurement guarantees) 

successfully averted national food insecurity but locked Punjab into an 

unsustainable monoculture of water-guzzling paddy. 

o Perverse Subsidies: Unmetered power supply decouples electricity 

consumption from conservation, accelerating over-extraction. 

 Static Dimension: Socio-Economic Disparities & Smallholder Vulnerability: 

o Asymmetric Adaptive Capacity: Wealthier large-scale farmers possess 

the capital to deepen tube wells and install heavy submersible pumps, 

whereas smallholders face escalating operational costs and debt traps. 

o Inverse Productivity Hypothesis: Research indicates that smaller farms 

often achieve higher physical water productivity yet record lower 

economic returns due to lack of market leverage and heavy reliance on 

rented groundwater markets. 

 Static Dimension: Institutional and Governance Challenges: 

o Lack of robust crop diversification infrastructure, processing units, and 
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storage supply chains for alternative crops (like pulses, oilseeds, or coarse grains) deters farmers from 

moving away from paddy. 

Way Forward 

 Targeted Power Subsidy Reforms: Scale up direct benefit transfer (DBT) or incentive-based models like the 

‘Pani Bachao, Paisa Kamao’ scheme, rewarding farmers financially for saving electricity and water. 

 Crop Diversification Support: Build integrated value chains, cold storage networks, and assured 

procurement frameworks for climate-resilient, less water-intensive crops. 

 Community-Led Irrigation Collectivization: Subsidize shared solar-powered irrigation grids and 

cooperative water-sharing systems to ensure equitable access for tenant and smallholder farmers. 

Conclusion 

Addressing Punjab’s groundwater crisis requires shifting policy focus from input-heavy subvention to resource-

neutral agrarian reform. Protecting small farmers' livelihoods while disincentivizing unchecked extraction is vital for 

long-term food security, ecological sustainability, and social equity. 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: Punjab's groundwater crisis represents a structural imbalance between agricultural incentives and ecological 

sustainability. Examine the factors responsible and suggest a sustainable policy framework. (10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 10:GS : Indian Economy-Agriculture/ Preliminary Examination 

Maharashtra’s historic enactment of the Women Farmers’ Empowerment Act—becoming the first Indian State to 

legally recognize women as farmers independently of land ownership—marks a paradigm shift in Indian agriculture. 

For the UPSC Civil Services Examination, this topic is central to General Studies Paper-I (Indian Society and Women 

Empowerment) and General Studies Paper-II/III (Governance, Welfare Schemes, and Inclusive Growth).  

 



        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Key News Context 

 The Legislative Breakthrough: The Act addresses the systemic invisibility of female agricultural workers by 

introducing a Woman Farmer Certificate (WFC), operationalizing the long-dormant activity-based 

definition from the National Policy for Farmers (2007).  

 Broad Inclusivity: The legislation extends formal status not just to landowners, but also to landless 

cultivators, tenant farmers, livestock rearers, agricultural laborers, and pastoralists verified through local 

governance bodies like Gram Sabhas.  

Deep Analysis & UPSC Static Dimensions 

 The Worker-Owner Dichotomy & Structural Exclusion: 

o Land Title Barrier: Traditionally, agricultural welfare benefits (such as PM-KISAN, institutional credit, 

and crop insurance) require land titles. Given patriarchal inheritance norms, less than 15% of 

operational land holdings are registered to women, locking out millions of active female producers.  

o Feminization of Agriculture: With male out-migration for non-farm employment, agriculture is 

increasingly managed by women (who constitute a massive share of the rural workforce), yet their 

economic contributions are mischaracterized as "unpaid household help".  

 Static Dimension: Socio-Economic Impacts of Non-Recognition: 

o Financial Isolation: Without official recognition, women cannot access Kisan Credit Cards (KCC), 

institutional loans, or subsidized agricultural inputs, forcing them into high-interest informal credit 

markets.  

o Targeted Scheme Deficits: Centralized databases built strictly on revenue land records systematically 

filter out women, resulting in low beneficiary representation relative to their actual on-ground labor. 

Way Forward 

 Replication Across States: Other states should emulate Maharashtra by enacting complementary legislation 

to bridge the gap between labor participation and legal entitlement. 

 Digital Integration via AgriStack: Seamlessly integrate the new Women Farmer databases with national 

digital public infrastructure like AgriStack and digital land/farmer registries to automate direct benefit 

transfers. 

 Institutional Credit Reforms: Mandate commercial banks and regional rural banks to accept the Woman 

Farmer Certificate as valid proof of identity for extending collateral-free agricultural credit.  

Conclusion 
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Recognizing women as independent farmers is vital not only for gender justice but also for bolstering national food 

security in an era of agrarian stress and climate change. Transitioning from land-centric to labor-centric welfare 

ensures that the backbone of India's rural economy receives its due dignity and economic security.  

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: Land ownership-based identification of farmers can exclude tenant farmers, agricultural labourers and women 

engaged in cultivation from welfare benefits. Discuss the need for an activity-based approach to farmer recognition. (10 Marks, 

150 Words) 
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Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper II & III:  IR & Indian Economy 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Questions: Bilateral Investment Treaties and Free Trade Agreements 

increasingly shape the legal environment for cross-border investment. Examine the significance of 

dispute-resolution provisions in strengthening investor confidence while preserving the regulatory 

autonomy of the state.15Marks, 250 Words) 
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Context 

India’s recent momentum in signing new Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs) and Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)—

such as pacts with the UAE, Israel, the UK, and the EFTA bloc—offers a strategic window beyond mere market access. 

For the UPSC Civil Services Examination, this perspective is vital for General Studies Paper-II (International Relations, 

Government Policies) and General Studies Paper-III (Indian Economy, Ease of Doing Business). 

Key News Context 

 The Treaty Surge: India has actively reshaped its international economic architecture through recent 

agreements (e.g., UAE, Israel, Oman, and the UK), focusing on balanced investment protection. 

 The Arbitration Nexus: While international discourse centers on Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS), 

an equally critical dimension is how these treaties can mutually reinforce domestic commercial arbitration 

and dispute resolution frameworks within India. 

Deep Analysis & UPSC Static Dimensions 

 Bridging FTAs and Commercial Confidence: 

o Clarity on ISDS Omission: Many modern FTAs omit ISDS mechanisms due to past state 

vulnerabilities. Aligning with global practices (similar to the EU-Australia model), future agreements 

should explicitly clarify that the absence of ISDS stems from confidence in domestic commercial 

arbitration remedies. 

o Refining Local Remedy Rules: Certain BITs mandate exhausting local judicial remedies before 

triggering arbitration. Because traditional court litigations can be slow, allowing commercial 

arbitration seated in India to satisfy this requirement would offer a balanced middle ground for 

foreign investors. 

 Static Dimension: The Role of Third-Party Funding (TPF): 

o While restrictions on TPF in state-level ISDS are justified to prevent speculative claims against 

sovereign policy, a blanket ban should not automatically apply to private commercial arbitrations. 

o Developing a comprehensive, well-regulated policy on TPF for domestic commercial disputes is 

essential to attract global institutional capital and align with international standards. 

 Static Dimension: India's Institutional Arbitration Framework: 

o Driven by statutes like the Arbitration and Conciliation Act (1996) and amendments establishing the 

Arbitration Council of India (ACI), the goal is to position India as a global hub for dispute resolution, 

lowering legal transaction costs for foreign investors. 
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Way Forward 

 Strategic Treaty Drafting: Future BITs and FTAs should be drafted with precise preambular text 

distinguishing between state-level ISDS provisions and private contract-based commercial arbitration. 

 Institutional Capacity Building: Scale up world-class arbitral institutions within India, ensuring predictable 

court enforcement of awards to build long-term investor trust. 

 Coherent TPF Regulations: Formulate progressive regulatory guidelines for third-party funding in 

commercial arbitration to enhance liquidity and accessibility for businesses. 

Conclusion 

India's expanding international trade network provides an ideal catalyst to fortify its domestic dispute resolution 

architecture. By aligning treaty diplomacy with robust commercial arbitration reforms, India can transition from 

merely signing market-access pacts to establishing itself as a trusted global hub for swift and predictable justice. 
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