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Page 01 GS II & III : IR and Indian Economy / Preliminary Examination 

The upcoming signing of the India-European Union (EU) Free Trade Agreement (FTA) scheduled for December 16, 

marks a watershed moment in international trade diplomacy. Often described as the "mother of all deals", this pact 

bridges two major global economies representing a quarter of global GDP and a market of two billion people, 

aiming to structurally recalibrate economic ties, enhance supply chain 

resilience, and deepen strategic convergence.  

Deep Analysis for UPSC 

 Market Access and Tariff Reductions: The agreement 

mandates the EU to eliminate tariffs on 99.5% of Indian 

exports immediately upon implementation, while India offers 

tariff concessions on 97.5% of traded value. This offers massive 

export competitiveness for labor-intensive Indian sectors like 

textiles, leather, gems and jewellery, and marine products.  

 Pragmatic Compromise and Institutional Pathways: By 

securing "majority approval" in Europe, the deal bypasses 

cumbersome individual national ratifications, requiring only 

the European Council's go-ahead and European Parliament 

passage. This pragmatic approach—leaving out highly 

contentious issues ("not making the best the enemy of the 

good")—streamlines enforcement for an early 2027 rollout.  

 Diversification and Economic Security: For both partners, 

the FTA acts as a crucial hedging strategy against global 

protectionism and economic volatility. It diversifies trade away 

from traditional dependencies, fostering secure trade corridors 

between the world's largest democracies.  

 Professional Mobility and Services: Beyond goods, the agreement paves the way for seamless professional 

mobility (Mode 4 services), easing temporary entry for Indian technocrats, skilled professionals, and service 

suppliers into European markets.  

Related Static Dimension 

 Evolution of India-EU Trade Dialogue: Originating from the 1994 Cooperation Agreement, talks evolved 

into the Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA) initiated in 2007, which stalled for years due to 
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divergences over data security, labor standards, intellectual property rights (IPR), and market access, before 

being successfully revived.  

 Types of Regional Trade Pacts: The India-EU FTA is a comprehensive Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership/Free Trade Agreement that goes beyond goods to integrate services, investment protection, and 

sustainable development commitments, aligning with WTO's Enabling Clause and Article XXIV of GATT.  

 Constitutional and Legal Framework: Under the Indian Constitution, the executive power of the Union 

(Articles 73 and 253) empowers the central government to enter into international treaties and implement 

international agreements, though domestic statutory modifications may be required for specific tariff 

notifications. 

Conclusion 

The India-EU FTA transcends standard commercial calculus, evolving into a vital geopolitical anchor. By 

institutionalizing deep economic integration, both regions insulate themselves against external trade shocks, setting 

a global template for rules-based, multi-aligned economic cooperation in a fragmented world. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: With reference to Free Trade Agreements (FTAs), consider the following statements: 

1. An FTA seeks to eliminate or reduce tariffs and other trade barriers among participating countries. 

2. Unlike a customs union, members of an FTA generally retain their own external tariff regimes. 

3. GATT Article XXIV provides a framework under which certain regional trade agreements involving goods may be 

permitted. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: d)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: “Free Trade Agreements are increasingly becoming instruments of economic security rather than merely 

mechanisms for tariff reduction.” (10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 04 : GS II : Indian Polity/ Preliminary Examination 

Recent reports highlighting internal disagreements and formal objections recorded by Election Commissioners 

within the Election Commission of India (ECI) have brought the mechanics of multi-member constitutional bodies 

into public focus. While the poll body has defended these notes as standard internal deliberations, the discourse 

underscores vital questions regarding administrative transparency, statutory compliance, and institutional checks and 

balances. 

Deep Analysis for UPSC 

 Nature of Multi-Member 

Governance: Under Article 324 

of the Constitution, the ECI 

functions as a multi-member 

body comprising the Chief 

Election Commissioner (CEC) and 

Election Commissioners (ECs) 

who hold equal rank. Healthy 

friction, administrative notes, and 

differing viewpoints are intended 

to serve as internal checks 

against unilateral actions.  

 Technological Centralization vs. 

Decentralization: Debates 

surrounding electoral roll 

databases (such as digital 

platforms like ECINet/ERONet) 

highlight a core administrative 

tension: balancing modern digital 

efficiency and cybersecurity with 

the statutory autonomy of 

ground-level Electoral 

Registration Officers (EROs).  

 Transparency and 
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Accountability: Public disclosures of internal dissent reveal structural challenges in consensus-building. 

While administrative bodies require confidentiality for smooth functioning, transparency regarding 

procedural disagreements helps maintain public trust in the neutrality of electoral management bodies. 

 Statutory Framework Compliance: Administrative actions and internal work allocations must stringently 

adhere to governing legislation—such as the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners 

(Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023—to prevent institutional friction from 

impacting operational efficiency.  

Related Static Dimension 

 Constitutional Provisions: Article 324 vests the superintendence, direction, and control of elections in the 

Election Commission, providing the constitutional foundation for its independence. 

 Evolution of the Commission: Originally a single-member body, the ECI became a multi-member body in 

1989 (temporarily) and permanently via the Election Commissioner Amendment Act, 1993, to diffuse 

authority and strengthen collective decision-making. 

 Independence Safeguards: Constitutionally, the CEC can be removed only through impeachment similar to 

a Supreme Court judge, while other ECs can be removed only on the recommendation of the CEC, ensuring 

insulation from executive pressure. 

Conclusion 

Internal notes and differing perspectives within a regulatory institution reflect the complexity of managing large-

scale democratic exercises. For the ECI, preserving its time-tested reputation for absolute impartiality requires 

reconciling procedural rigor with internal harmony, ensuring that collective leadership functions effectively in spirit as 

well as in letter. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: With reference to the Election Commission of India, consider the following statements: 

1. Article 324 vests the superintendence, direction and control of elections in the Election Commission. 

2. The Constitution itself fixes the number of Election Commissioners at two in addition to the Chief Election 

Commissioner. 

3. The President may fix the number of other Election Commissioners from time to time. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: “Internal dissent in a constitutional institution need not necessarily weaken institutional independence; its 
management determines whether it strengthens or undermines public trust.”.Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 06: GS II &  III: Indian Society  & Environment/ Preliminary Examination 

A recent study by the Climate Impact Lab warns that the prevailing "Super El Niño" could trigger approximately 

15,800 additional heat-related deaths in India between September 2026 and February 2027. Described as a "postcard 

from our future," this climate phenomenon exposes vulnerable populations to temperature anomalies expected 

decades ahead, underscoring urgent challenges for India's public health, energy security, and disaster management 

architecture.  

Deep Analysis for UPSC 

 Public Health Vulnerability and 

Mortality: Persistent high temperatures 

disproportionately impact tropical 

developing countries. In India, abnormal 

warmth compounding baseline winter and 

summer temperatures severely stresses 

elderly populations, outdoor laborers, and 

urban poor who lack adequate cooling 

infrastructure. 

 Energy-Water-Food Nexus Stress: 

Extreme heat spikes electricity demand for 

cooling, resulting in critical coal shortages 

across thermal power plants and 

threatening grid stability. Simultaneously, a 

national monsoon rainfall deficit (standing 

around 15% below normal) amplifies 

agrarian distress, threatening food security 

and water tables.  

 Proactive Adaptation vs. Crisis 

Management: The findings stress that 

relying solely on reactive relief is inadequate. Policymakers must institutionalize forward-looking adaptation 

frameworks, including heat action plans (HAPs), early-warning systems, and resilient urban design. 

 Global Inequality in Climate Impacts: The burden of climate anomalies heavily falls on the Global South 

despite their minimal historical emissions, compounding economic vulnerabilities through lost labor 

productivity and surging healthcare expenditures. 
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Related Static Dimension 

 The El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) Mechanism: El Niño involves the abnormal warming of sea 

surface temperatures in the central and eastern tropical Pacific Ocean, weakening trade winds and disrupting 

global atmospheric circulation, which typically suppresses the Indian monsoon and elevates temperatures.  

 Constitutional Mandates: Managing public health and mitigating natural disasters align with the Directive 

Principles of State Policy (DPSP)—specifically Article 47, which places a duty on the State to raise the level of 

nutrition and the standard of living and to improve public health. 

 Institutional Frameworks: Disaster management in India is anchored legally by the Disaster Management 

Act, 2005, which provides the institutional mandate for the National Disaster Management Authority 

(NDMA) to formulate guidelines for managing extreme weather events like heatwaves. 

Conclusion 

The Super El Niño serves as a stark reminder of escalating climate realities, shifting the policy imperative from long-

term projections to immediate mitigation. Safeguarding human capital against severe thermal stress requires a 

coordinated, multi-sectoral approach integrating health infrastructure, energy grid optimization, and climate-resilient 

urban planning. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: With reference to the El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO), consider the following statements: 

1. El Niño is associated with abnormal warming of sea-surface temperatures in the central and eastern tropical Pacific 

Ocean. 

2. El Niño generally weakens the Walker circulation. 

3. El Niño invariably causes deficient rainfall over every part of India. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Ans: a)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: What is El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO)? Explain its potential influence on India's climate, agriculture 

and water security.. (10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 07:GS II : Indian Society/ Preliminary Examination 

Recent breakthroughs where frontier artificial intelligence models successfully solved legendary open mathematics 

problems (such as the Navier-Stokes existence and smoothness problem and Erdős problems) have ignited profound 

introspection within the global academic community. While these tools act as powerful amplifiers for mathematical 

research, they also raise critical questions regarding commercial control, transparency, and the future role of human 

mathematicians. 

Deep Analysis for UPSC 

 Redefining Research and Productivity: 

Advanced AI models operate at the speed 

and scale of a graduate-student army, 

drastically reducing the cost of complex 

reasoning. Mathematicians are utilizing AI 

coding agents to process thousands of lines 

of code and proofs, accelerating discovery 

in areas like number theory and algebraic 

geometry. 

 The "Black Box" and Comprehension 

Crisis: AI-generated proofs frequently skip 

intuitive, core steps and employ opaque, 

alien terminology that is difficult for 

humans to parse. This shifts the 

mathematical community from "proof 

scarcity to proof abundance," risking "proof 

indigestion" where results are accepted 

without genuine understanding of the 

underlying principles. 

 Commercialization vs. Academic 

Openness: The race to solve historic 

mathematical problems is largely driven by 

tech corporations seeking investor 

validation and benchmarks for artificial 

general intelligence (AGI). This creates 

tension, as corporate motives often 
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prioritize flashy press releases and proprietary models over collaborative scientific transparency. 

 Geopolitical and Access Asymmetries: Frontier AI models and free academic grants are frequently bound 

by geopolitical restrictions (such as exclusions affecting researchers in India, China, or Russia). This threatens 

to create a digital and intellectual divide, hindering developing nations from keeping pace with high-end 

theoretical scientific research. 

Related Static Dimension 

 Nature of Scientific Inquiry: Scientific discovery traditionally relies on first-principles thinking, rigorous peer 

review, and deep intuitive conceptualization, pillars that are challenged when machines bypass standard 

human deductive pathways. 

 Ethical and Regulatory Frameworks: Initiatives like the Leiden Declaration on Artificial Intelligence and 

Mathematics highlight the growing need for ethical guidelines to govern human-AI collaboration in pure 

sciences. 

 Education and Skill Development: Changing technological landscapes necessitate structural shifts in 

pedagogical frameworks, emphasizing critical evaluation, exposition, and collaboration with AI over rote 

computational problem-solving. 

Conclusion 

The integration of artificial intelligence into mathematics represents a fundamental transformation rather than a 

temporary trend. While corporations push the boundaries of machine reasoning, the long-term integrity of 

mathematics relies on human oversight, ethical engagement, and ensuring that scientific progress remains a shared 

global public good rather than a proprietary corporate asset. 

 UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: “Artificial Intelligence is transforming scientific research from a process constrained by human cognitive capacity into 

one increasingly constrained by human ability to comprehend machine-generated knowledge.” (10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 12:GS III : Indian Economy / Preliminary Examination 

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) has upgraded India's economic growth 

forecast for the financial year 2026-27 to 7.1%, marking an 80-basis-point increase from its previous June projection. 

Joining other major global ratings agencies, this upward revision highlights India's robust domestic economic 

foundations amidst international geopolitical tensions and volatile energy markets.  

 

Deep Analysis for UPSC 

 Drivers of Resilience: India's strong growth momentum is heavily anchored in robust domestic demand, 

resilient private consumption, and proactive government policies that insulate households and enterprises 

from external energy price shocks.  

 Mitigating Global Headwinds: While supply chain disruptions and geopolitical conflicts in West Asia 

threaten global trade, emerging economies like India have leveraged domestic buffers and localized demand 

expansion to sustain high economic activity.  

 Macroeconomic Vulnerabilities and Moderation: Despite strong early-year performance, structural 

challenges such as reduced purchasing power, potential inflation pressures, and temporary policy rate 

adjustments pose risks of economic moderation in the latter half of the fiscal year.  

 Comparative Global Standing: India continues to outpace major advanced economies and several emerging 

markets, positioning itself as a primary growth engine for the global economy in an era of plurilateral trade 

fragmentation. 

Related Static Dimension 
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 Fiscal and Monetary Policy Coordination: Sustainable growth relies on the careful synergy between 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) monetary interventions—managing inflation and liquidity—and targeted fiscal 

support by the central government. 

 Inflation Targeting Framework: Governed under the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, the Monetary Policy 

Committee (MPC) maintains a flexible inflation-targeting framework to stabilize prices while supporting 

growth objectives. 

 Economic Indicators and Growth Measurement: Gross Domestic Product (GDP) evaluation at constant 

prices accounts for inflation, reflecting actual changes in the volume of goods and services produced within 

the domestic economy. 

Conclusion 

The OECD's upward revision underscores India's structural macroeconomic resilience against external global shocks. 

Sustaining this high-growth trajectory over the long term will depend on continuous structural reforms, robust 

infrastructure investments, and effective domestic inflation management. 

  

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: “Strong domestic demand can provide significant resilience to an emerging economy facing global economic 

uncertainty.” (10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis  
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Context 

The role of multilateral platforms like BRICS frequently triggers intense strategic debate in India, oscillating between 

optimism regarding a multipolar world order and skepticism over internal divisions. Hosting the recent summit in 

New Delhi placed India's foreign policy balancing act into sharp global focus, demonstrating how plurilateral 

mechanisms serve as vital instruments for strategic autonomy amidst intensifying great-power competition.  

Deep Analysis for UPSC 

 Rebalancing Through Plurilateralism: Multilateral platforms like BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation (SCO) provide India with diplomatic space to recalibrate its foreign policy stance—such as 

restoring its traditional balancer posture in West Asia—without rupturing vital bilateral ties with Western 

partners.  

 Managing Geopolitical Friction and Competitiveness: Engaging rivals through institutional frameworks 

helps establish "guardrails for competitive coexistence". For instance, multilateral dialogue keeps channels 

open with China even when bilateral high-level visits stall, mitigating the security dilemma and deep mistrust.  

 The Trap of Frontline Realities: Historical and contemporary lessons (such as the vulnerabilities faced by 

nations caught in great-power proxy conflicts) show that developing economies must avoid becoming 

friction points or direct "frontlines" in major power rivalries. 

 Internal Contradictions as a Strength: While BRICS member-states possess deep internal divergences, their 

external convergence—driven by a shared belief that the post-war global governance system is 

unrepresentative—acts as a binding glue, preventing any single power from dominating the grouping.  

Related Static Dimension 

 Evolution of Non-Alignment to Multi-Alignment: Moving away from rigid Cold War blocs, India's modern 

foreign policy relies on multi-alignment, enabling issue-based cooperation across diverse geopolitical camps. 

GS Paper II:  IR  

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Questions: “India's transition from non-alignment to multi-alignment 

reflects a transformation in the nature of strategic autonomy rather than its abandonment.” 15Marks, 

250 Words) 
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 Global South Advocacy: BRICS functions as a primary platform for emerging markets and developing 

countries (EMDCs) to voice collective demands for structural reforms in global financial institutions (like the 

IMF and World Bank) and the United Nations Security Council (UNSC).  

 Constitutional Principles: Governed by Article 51 of the DPSP, India's foreign policy is constitutionally 

mandated to promote international peace and security, foster respect for international law, and encourage 

settlement of international disputes by arbitration. 

Conclusion 

BRICS represents a pragmatic exercise in plausible multilateralism. By leveraging such platforms, India successfully 

avoids subordinate, unequal alliances while championing a balanced, representative global order, proving that 

strategic autonomy is best preserved through diversified and independent global engagements. 
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