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Page 03 Prelims Exams 

The discovery of new botanical species regularly highlights the profound ecological richness and unexplored 

biodiversity hotspots remaining in India. Recently, researchers from the Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanic Garden 

and Research Institute (JNTBGRI) identified a new plant species, Begonia rajvikramanii, from the evergreen forests 

of Rosemala in the Kollam district of Kerala. This finding adds significant value to the floral taxonomy of the Western 

Ghats, a globally recognized biodiversity hotspot.  
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Key Analytical Dimensions 

 Taxonomic Significance: The newly discovered species belongs to the genus Begonia and has been formally 

published in the international taxonomic journal Phytotaxa. It was identified by a research team comprising 

E.S. Santhosh Kumar, S.M. Shareef, P.P. Anusha, and Rejitha Joseph.  

 Habitat and Distribution: Begonia rajvikramanii is currently endemic to its type locality at Rosemala. It 

thrives in wet, specialized microclimates, specifically growing on wet rocky cliffs and road-cut walls at 

elevations ranging between 200 and 350 meters, with its flowering and fruiting cycle spanning August to 

April. 

 Conservation and Naming Tribute: The plant is named in honor of R. Raj Vikraman, former Head of the 

Garden Management Division at JNTBGRI, recognizing his dedicated contributions to ex-situ plant 

conservation and garden development.  

 Policy Context: The discovery comes at a crucial juncture when the Western Ghats are heavily debated 

regarding policy measures, land use, and the state government's recommendations on Ecologically Sensitive 

Areas (ESA), emphasizing the urgent need to protect fragile habitats from unmonitored anthropogenic 

pressures. 

Related Static Dimension (UPSC Syllabus Connect) 

 Environment and Ecology (GS Paper III): Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, 

environmental impact assessment, and biodiversity richness. 

 Geography (GS Paper I): Physical geography of India, unique ecosystems of the Western Ghats, endemic 

species, and wet evergreen forest distributions. 

Conclusion 

The documentation of Begonia rajvikramanii underscores the critical importance of continuous taxonomical 

explorations and intensive field research in protected areas. As pressures on the Western Ghats mount due to 

infrastructure projects and developmental debates, integrating rigorous ecological insights into regional planning is 

vital to ensure that vulnerable, localized flora survive for posterity. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: With reference to Begonia rajvikramanii, consider the following statements: 

1. It has been reported from the Western Ghats of Kerala. 

2. It is currently known to be endemic to its type locality. 

3. It is primarily found in dry deciduous forests. 

4. It grows on wet rocky cliffs and road-cut walls. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

Ans: b)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: The Western Ghats are characterized by high ecological heterogeneity and species endemism. Explain how 

variations in altitude, rainfall and microhabitats contribute to this biodiversity. (10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 07 : GS III : Environment/ Preliminary Examination 

The upcoming United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP31), scheduled to be held in Antalya, Türkiye, brings 

a unique co-presidency arrangement between Australia and Türkiye. Both nations are heavy consumers and major 

exporters of fossil fuels, creating a complex backdrop for international climate negotiations. As extreme weather 

events intensify globally, pressure is mounting on the joint presidencies to embed definitive fossil-fuel transition 

roadmaps and actionable climate finance into the core agenda.  
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Key Analytical Dimensions 

 Novel Governance Structure: For the first time, a COP summit features split responsibilities, where Türkiye 

serves as the physical host and President (focusing on the action agenda, circular economy, and zero waste), 

while Australia oversees the official negotiations process as Vice-President.  

 Domestic Energy Reliance vs. Global Targets: Both co-hosts heavily rely on fossil fuels for domestic energy 

(Türkiye and Australia rely on coal, gas, and oil for roughly 80% and 90% of their needs, respectively). 

Australia is also one of the world's leading fossil fuel exporters. Consequently, their primary highlighted 

mitigation goal centers on industrial and vehicular electrification—targeting an increase in final energy 

demand met by electricity to 35% by 2035—rather than an explicit phase-out text.  

 Exclusion of Contentious Issues: Current priority themes set by the COP31 leadership omit explicit 

references to transitioning away from fossil fuels, loss and damage financing, or broader adaptation finance. 

This has drawn scrutiny from climate vulnerable nations and civil society groups.  

 External Pressures and Catalysts: Recent climate-induced catastrophes, such as severe flooding in Nepal, 

alongside broader international dialogues (like Colombia-Netherlands co-hosted conferences on moving 

away from fossil fuels), are driving intense stakeholder pressure to introduce stringent mitigation language 

from the floor during negotiations.  

Related Static Dimension (UPSC Syllabus Connect) 

 Environment and Ecology (GS Paper III): Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, climate 

change treaties, international conventions, and institutional frameworks (UNFCCC, COP summits). 

 International Relations (GS Paper II): Important international institutions, agencies, and fora—their 

structure, mandate, and the politics of global climate negotiations, including the principle of Common But 

Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR). 

Conclusion 

The success of COP31 will ultimately depend on how effectively its heavy-fossil-fuel stewards navigate conflicting 

domestic interests and global demands for equity. While initiatives centered on electrification and zero waste 

provide pragmatic steps toward emission reduction, failing to address core financial gaps and clear fossil-fuel phase-

out timelines risks deepening the trust deficit between developed economies and climate-vulnerable developing 

nations.  

 

 



        
 
 
 

Add- 21/B, Om Swati Manor Chs, J.K. Sawant Marg, Opp. Shivaji Natyamandir, Behind 
Cambridge Showroom, Dadar (West) Mumbai – 400028   
Con.- 09820971345, 9619071345, 9223209699                  
G-mail-lakshyaacademymumbai@gmail.com 

 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: With reference to COP31, consider the following statements: 

1. COP31 is associated with the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

2. The conference is scheduled to be held in Antalya, Türkiye. 

3. The COP process primarily deals with international cooperation on climate change. 

4. Decisions adopted at COPs automatically become legally binding domestic laws in every participating country. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: Climate negotiations increasingly involve a tension between domestic energy interests and global decarbonisation 
objectives. Discuss with reference to fossil-fuel-dependent economies.Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 07: GS III: Environment/ Preliminary Examination 

The United Nations General Assembly's adoption of the Declaration on Sea Level Rise by consensus marks a 

historic milestone in international climate governance. With global mean sea levels rising at an accelerating rate of 4 

to 5 mm per year, low-lying island nations face an unprecedented existential threat. This four-page political pact 

provides critical legal safeguards, ensuring that nations losing physical territory to the ocean do not lose their 

international legal identity, maritime zones, or citizens' 

rights.  

Key Analytical Dimensions 

 Preservation of Statehood and Sovereignty: 

The most significant provision affirms a 

"presumption in favor of continued statehood" for 

severely threatened nations like Fiji, Tuvalu, and 

Vanuatu. Even if rising waters completely 

submerge their habitable land, these countries 

will retain their sovereign rights, institutional 

existence, and United Nations membership.  

 Stability of Maritime Zones: Under the UN 

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), a 

nation's maritime boundaries (such as Exclusive 

Economic Zones) are measured from its coastline. 

The Declaration guarantees that these maritime 

zones will remain defined as originally 

established, preventing retreating coastlines from 

shrinking a nation's valuable ocean and resource 

rights.  

 Framework for Structured Action: The pact 

organizes international cooperation across four 

key pillars: (i) science and data collection, (ii) 

adaptation and financing, (iii) socio-economic development, livelihoods, and early-warning systems, and (iv) 

addressing the complex legal consequences of sea-level rise.  

 People-Centred and Cultural Protections: Beyond legal technicalities, the Declaration explicitly mandates 

that responses to rising seas must protect cultural heritage, incorporate community involvement, and 

safeguard the nationality and economic rights of displaced populations.  
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Related Static Dimension (UPSC Syllabus Connect) 

 Environment and Ecology (GS Paper III): Conservation, environmental degradation, impact of climate 

change on vulnerable ecosystems, and international climate agreements. 

 International Relations (GS Paper II): Important international institutions, agencies, and fora—their 

mandate and role in shaping global legal frameworks (UNCLOS, UNGA resolutions). 

Conclusion 

While the UN Declaration on Sea Level Rise successfully resolves the legal vacuum surrounding the status of 

"drowning states," it remains a political commitment rather than a legally binding treaty. Moving forward, the 

international community must bridge the vast adaptation finance gap and convert these critical legal protections 

into binding instruments and tangible financial support, ensuring that vulnerable island nations are protected both in 

law and in reality.  

UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: With reference to the implications of sea-level rise for island states, consider the following statements: 

1. Loss of habitable territory does not necessarily imply automatic extinction of a state's international legal personality. 

2. Sea-level rise can create questions regarding the continuity of maritime entitlements. 

3. Climate-induced displacement can raise questions concerning nationality and protection of affected populations. 

4. A state's membership of the United Nations automatically ceases if its territory becomes uninhabitable. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: b)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: Sea-level rise is no longer merely an environmental concern; it is increasingly a question of sovereignty, 

statehood and international law. Discuss. (10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 08:GS II : Indian Polity/ Preliminary Examination 

The recent internal friction within the Election Commission of India (ECI), where two Election Commissioners 

recorded multiple formal objections against decisions by the Chief Election Commissioner, has exposed deep 

administrative fractures. Centered primarily on the sweeping execution of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR), the 

controversy highlights systemic vulnerabilities in institutional autonomy, democratic transparency, and the 

procedural integrity of India's electoral machinery.  

Key Analytical Dimensions 

 Internal Dissent and Administrative Centralization: Disclosures revealed 

that Commissioners Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi raised 

numerous formal objections regarding unilateral decision-making, 

unauthorized changes to voter registration forms, and the secretive 

centralisation of the electoral database through IT platforms, which 

bypassed statutory decentralised safeguards.  

 Flaws in the Special Intensive Revision (SIR): The nationwide 

implementation of the SIR has resulted in the deletion of over 13 crore 

names from draft rolls. Critics and internal dissenters note that the exercise 

unfairly shifts the burden of proof onto the voter, disenfranchising genuine 

electors and causing immense administrative chaos across multiple states.  

 Judicial Retrospect and Accountability: The judiciary’s initial reluctance 

to halt the mass revision allowed sweeping deletions to become 

irreversible facts on the ground. Subsequent tribunal restorations of 

wrongfully deleted voters and software-induced exclusions underscore the 

severe real-world fallout of unreasoned mass purges.  

 Superficial Damage Control: The ECI's subsequent press notes and 

administrative concessions—such as scheduling agenda circulations or 

minor special enrollment drives—fail to address core accountability 

questions, including who authorized mass appeals against judicial 

inclusion or oversaw systemic exclusions.  

Related Static Dimension (UPSC Syllabus Connect) 

 Polity and Governance (GS Paper II): Appointment and statutory 

framework of Constitutional Bodies (Election Commission of India); 
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separation of powers, checks and balances; accountability and transparency in public institutions. 

 Representation of People Act: Provisions relating to electoral registration, deletion, maintenance of 

electoral rolls, and the statutory obligations of Electoral Registration Officers (EROs). 

Conclusion 

The growing trust deficit surrounding the ECI threatens the foundational credibility of Indian democracy. To restore 

public confidence and protect constitutional sanctity, structural reforms are imperative—starting with a truly 

independent selection committee for the ECI that ensures structural balance and prevents executive overreach in 

institutional appointments.  

 UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: “The credibility of an electoral process depends not only on the conduct of polling but also on the integrity of 

electoral rolls.” Discuss. (10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 09:GS II : Indian Polity & Social Justice/ Preliminary Examination 

Recent high-profile incidents of sexual violence in public spaces have reignited public outrage and brought the 

safety of women back to the forefront of national discourse. While successive legislative amendments since 2012 

have introduced stringent penalties and mandated strict investigation timelines, data from the National Crime 

Records Bureau (NCRB) reveals a deeply troubling reality: a massive backlog in the criminal justice system, protracted 

trials, and persistently low conviction rates within the same year.  
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Key Analytical Dimensions 

 Persistent Inflow of Cases: National data demonstrates that the registration of rape cases has remained 

relatively steady since 2018, averaging roughly 84 cases per day. This high volume underscores a pervasive 

systemic challenge regarding public safety and the social climate for women.  

 The Investigation Pipeline: While police investigation pools show high chargesheeting rates (averaging over 

80%), thousands of cases remain tied up in investigative delays or administrative transfers before ever 

reaching a court.  

 Mounting Trial Backlog: The primary bottleneck exists within the judiciary. Out of hundreds of thousands of 

cases active in the trial pool annually, nearly 90% remain pending at the end of each year. Less than 2% of 

cases that enter trial successfully conclude with a conviction within the same calendar year, illustrating how 

legal timelines are routinely breached.  

 Structural Limitations of Fast-Track Mechanisms: Despite the establishment of Fast Track Special Courts 

(FTSCs), chronic shortages of judicial personnel, infrastructural deficits, frequent adjournments, and complex 

evidentiary procedures prevent swift justice delivery, leading to delayed accountability and extended trauma 

for victims. 

Related Static Dimension (UPSC Syllabus Connect) 

 Governance and Social Justice (GS Paper II): Mechanisms, laws, institutions, and bodies constituted for the 

protection and betterment of vulnerable sections (women); issues arising out of the design and 

implementation of policies. 

 Indian Judiciary and Criminal Justice System (GS Paper II): Structure, organization, and functioning of the 

judiciary; criminal law reforms ( Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita - BNSS), issues of judicial pendency, case 

backlog, and speedy justice. 

Conclusion 

Stringent penal laws alone are insufficient to deter crimes against women if the criminal justice machinery remains 

bogged down by monumental backlogs and delayed trials. Ensuring swift punitive action requires a multi-pronged 

overhaul—strengthening forensic infrastructure, expanding judicial capacity, and ensuring strict adherence to 

mandated investigation and trial timelines so that justice delayed does not translate to justice denied. 

 UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question “The effectiveness of criminal law depends as much on the capacity of justice-delivery institutions as on the severity of 

punishment.” Discuss with reference to crimes against women. (10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 10:GS II : Indian Polity / Preliminary Examination 

Recent revelations regarding internal friction within the Election Commission of India (ECI) over centralized software 

architectures, alleged unilateral rule changes, and voter deletions have reignited a critical constitutional debate. 

Beyond administrative disputes, these events highlight the vulnerability of the citizen's franchise, prompting renewed 

calls to elevate the 'right to vote' from 

a statutory guarantee under the 

Representation of the People Act to 

an inviolable fundamental right under 

the Constitution. 

Key Analytical Dimensions 

 Historical Evolution of 

Universal Adult Suffrage: 

Unlike Western democracies—

where the franchise was 

historically restricted by 

property, gender, or race and 

won through prolonged 

struggles—independent India 

established immediate 

Universal Adult Suffrage via 

Article 326 of the Constitution, 

ensuring democratic equality 

from inception. 

 Current Legal Status and 

Judicial Precedents: 

Constitution Bench rulings, 

notably Kuldip Nayar v. Union 

of India (2006), established 

that the right to vote is a 

statutory right under Section 

62 of the RPA, 1951, rather 

than a fundamental right. 
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Although courts treat it as an essential democratic imperative, its statutory nature leaves it susceptible to 

legislative modification. 

 Systemic Failures and Administrative Bottlenecks: Recent controversies, such as automated software 

glitches preventing local Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) from reversing erroneous voter deletions, 

demonstrate that technical centralization can result in systemic disenfranchisement. Furthermore, the loss of 

voter registration often cuts access to vital state welfare schemes tied to electoral rolls. 

 The Case for Fundamental Status: Elevating the right to vote to Part III of the Constitution would subject 

administrative roll purges and legislative restrictions to strict judicial review under fundamental rights, 

ensuring that technological or bureaucratic overreach cannot override a citizen's constitutional voice. 

Related Static Dimension (UPSC Syllabus Connect) 

 Indian Constitution and Polity (GS Paper II): Salient features of the Indian Constitution; comparison of the 

Indian constitutional scheme with other countries; Representation of the People Act; role and statutory 

framework of constitutional bodies (ECI). 

 Fundamental Rights & Basic Structure Doctrine (GS Paper II): Evolution, judicial interpretation, and the 

scope of fundamental rights and basic features of the Constitution. 

Conclusion 

As technology increasingly mediates the relationship between the citizen and the ballot, treating the franchise as a 

matter of legislative grace is increasingly untenable. Re-evaluating the legal standing of the right to vote through a 

larger constitutional bench would provide the ultimate judicial shield against administrative disenfranchisement, 

safeguarding the foundational integrity of Indian democracy. 

 UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question “Universal adult franchise was a foundational commitment of the Indian Constitution rather than a gradual expansion 

of political rights.” Discuss. (10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis  
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Context 

The global restructuring of production networks is moving beyond the simple relocation of final-assembly plants to 

a far more complex challenge: unravelling and rebuilding deep-seated industrial ecosystems. Recent moves by 

global firms—such as SpaceX removing Chinese components from its supply chain—illustrate that decoupling from 

China is constrained by the depth of embedded supplier networks. Concurrently, Chinese multinationals expanding 

abroad face a reverse challenge of reproducing their domestic ecosystem overseas, offering critical strategic lessons 

for India's manufacturing ambitions. 

Key Analytical Dimensions 

 The Industrial Ecosystem Trap: Global production depends on more than physical factories; it relies on 

accumulated relationships, specialised skills, tooling knowledge, and agile logistics networks built over 

decades. Consequently, replacing an individual supplier or moving a plant does not easily eliminate 

dependence on China's integrated industrial base. 

 The Two-Sided Nature of De-Sinification: While Western firms struggle to disentangle themselves from 

Chinese capabilities, Chinese firms (such as automakers BYD and Xpeng) face the difficulty of carrying their 

competitive domestic supplier networks overseas. Their varying strategies—such as sourcing local European 

suppliers or utilizing contract manufacturers—reveal that producing outside China is far easier than 

reproducing China's operational efficiency. 

 China's Moving Target: Decoupling efforts are complicated by China's simultaneous push to eliminate its 

own external vulnerabilities, as seen in domestic advancements in memory-chip manufacturing (e.g., CXMT) 

even amidst ongoing technological restrictions. 

 Implications for India's Manufacturing Strategy: The China-plus-one strategy has brought vital 

investments to India (such as TDK and Murata expanding battery and component manufacturing in Haryana). 

GS Paper III:  Indian Economy 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Questions: “Factories can relocate faster than industrial ecosystems.” 

Explain the significance of this statement in the context of global supply-chain restructuring and 

India's manufacturing ambitions.15Marks, 250 Words) 
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However, true industrial upgrading requires India to go beyond attracting isolated assembly plants and focus 

on building deep domestic supplier networks, specialized skills, and intermediate production capabilities. 

Related Static Dimension (UPSC Syllabus Connect) 

 Indian Economy (GS Paper III): Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, 

growth, development, and employment; manufacturing sector growth, Make in India initiative, supply chain 

resilience, and integration into global value chains (GVCs). 

 International Relations / Global Trade (GS Paper II): Global groupings, economic realignments, and the 

impact of great power technological competition on developing economies. 

Conclusion 

The evolving geography of global production proves that while factories can cross borders relatively quickly, 

industrial ecosystems are deeply immobile. For India, successfully capitalizing on de-Sinification and the China-plus-

one pivot requires fostering a robust domestic manufacturing ecosystem rather than mere factory relocation, 

ensuring that foreign and domestic investments deeply integrate local supplier networks and technical capabilities. 
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